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PEEPACE. 


In the Preface to the second volnme, a change in the 
original plan of the ^ Birds ^ was announced It was still 
proposed to complete the work in three volnmes^ but as the 
second was shorter than usual it was announced that the 
deficiency would be made good in the third, which would 
contain descriptions of all Indian birds except Passeres. As 
the work progressed, howeyer, further modification became 
necessary, as it was evident that the proposed third volume 
would be of inconvenient size, and it has now been decided 
to divide it into two. The birds will therefore occupy four 
volumes instead of three, and of these the third is herewith 
published. The fourth volume is in preparation and a 
considerable portion is written. The publishing price of the 
last three is reduced, so that the cost of the whole work is 
only increased by a very small amount. 

Mr. Oates, after writing the two volumes containing the 
descriptions of the Passeres, was obliged to return to his 
appointment in India, as explained in the Preface to the 
second volume. The continuation of the ^ Birds ^ has been 
left in my hands, and I have endeavoured to keep the work 
uniform in general plan, and to render the change of author- 
ship as little conspicuous as possible ; but I fear there are 
many, besides myself, who will see cause for regret that the 
able ornithologist who commenced the work was prevented 
by circumstances from finishing it. 

The birds of which descriptions appear in the present 
volume are the Eurylaemi, the various groups known col- 
lectively as Picarian or jion- Passerine perching birds, the 
Parrots, and the noctunl^ and diurnal Birds of Prey. Thus 
the first three volumes of the present work correspond to 
the first two of Jerdon^s, and contam the same families of 
Birds, though differently arranged. 

The question of the system to be employed in dividing the 
Birds of India into Orders did not present itself in the first 
two volumes, which were occupied by the Passeres, now 
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regarded by all ornithologists as a distinct order, and the 
highest of the class. But in the present volume a general 
scheme of classification became a necessity : the arrangement 
hitherto adopted in the majority of works on Indian Ornith- 
ology — Legge^s ^ Birds of Ceylon^ and Oateses ^ Birds of 
Burmah^ being the most important exceptions — has been 
that of Jerdon^s great work, and was taken from G. R. 
Gray^s, which again was but slightly modified from that of 
Cuvier. This classification, proposed in the early part of 
the present century, when the anatomy of birds had received 
but little attention, was founded exclusively on the characters 
of the beak and feet. It was soon found that there were 
defects in the Cuvierian system, one of the leaders in the 
path of reform being Edward Blytli, the pioneer of Indian 
scientific ornithology ; but it was long before a satisfactory 
natural system could be devised, and even now birds are by 
no means so clearly arranged, or divided into orders so well 
defined, as mammals and reptiles are. Still some of the 
later attempts to arrange the intricate groups of birds have 
been fairly successful in consequence of their depending not 
on one or two characters but on several, of their taking into 
consideration both internal anatomy and external structure, 
and of their making use of such clues to affinity as are 
afforded by nidification, oology, and the changes of plumage 
in the young. 

The system adopted in the present work is, in the main, 
identical with those of Sharpe and Gadow, and differs in no 
important point from the classifications of Sclater and 
Newton. References will be found on page 15. The chief 
difference between the plan here followed and those proposed 
by the ornithologists named, is that no attempt has been 
made in the present work to arrange in larger categories the 
groups here termed orders. This is due to the circumstance 
that there is a much wider general agreement as to the 
distinctness of the smaller ordinal or subordinal groups 
than as to their relations to each other. 

The principal anatomical characters by which the different 
orders are distinguished are furnished by the bones of the 
palate, shoulder-girdle and sternum, and the vertebrae; by 
the occurrence of caeca in the intestines, the presence or 
absence of particular muscles in the thigh, and the characters 
of the deep plantar tendons. Amongst the external cha- 
racters, pterylosis, or the disposition of the feathers with 
regard to the clad and naked tracts of the body {pteryla and 
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apteTia)j the presence or absence of an aftershaft on the 
body-featherSj the occurrence of down, the presence or 
absence of a uropygial oil-gland, and its being tufted, L e. 
partially surrounded by a circlet of feathers, or naked, and 
the number of remiges and rectrices, are amongst the points 
of importance. Latterly, since the late Mr. E. S. Wray, in 
the ^ Proceedings of the Zoological Society ^ for 1887, showed 
that, in several orders, the fifth secondary quill or cubital, 
counting from the distal extremity of the ulna, is wanting, 
some importance has been attached to the fact^ and those 
birds have been termed quincubital which retain the remex 
in question, whilst those forms in which it is absent are dis- 
tinguished as aquincubital. 

Most of the terms employed are easily understood, but 
four diagrams are added for the explanation of the names 
applied to the bones of the palate and the muscles of the 
thigh. The two figures illustrative of the former, which are 
used by permission of their author, the late Professor Huxley, 
and are taken from his classical paper in the ^Proceedings of 
the Zoological Society ^ for 1867, serve to explain the two 
most important types of palatal structure in carinate birds — 
the schizognathous and desmognathous.’^^ In the des- 
mognathous palate the maxillo-palatines are united across 
the median line, and the vomer is either small and slender 
or rudimentary. In schizognathous skulls the maxillo- 
palatines are usually elongate and lamellar and do not unite 
either with the vomer or with each other. In both the 
vomer, if present, is pointed in front, not broadly truncated 
as in the aegithognathous type, represented by the Eaven 
(Vol. I. p. 4) . There are other distinctions in these three 
types of bony palate, but those mentioned are the most con- 
spicuous. The fourth principal type, the dromseognathous, 
is not found in any Indian birds. 

The muscles of the thigh are shown in the two figures 
taken from the works of Garrod and Forbes, the former of 
whom attached great importance to them as evidence of 
aflSnity. The ‘ ambiens ^ muscle was regarded by him as 
affording a clue to the whole system, and by means of it he 
divided all Carinate birds into Homalogonatae, in which the 
muscle (with a few aberrant exceptions) was present, and 
the Anomalogonatse, in which it was absent. The other thigh- 
muscles, to the presence or absence of which he attached 
importance, were the femoro-caudal, accessory femoro-caudal, 
semitendinosus, and accessory semitendinosus. 
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The parts of the sternum occasionally mentioned in the 
descriptions of orders are well known, with perhaps the ex- 
ception of the manuhrimn or mamibrial process, called by 
some writers the rostrum. This is a simple or compound 

E rocess, projecting forward at the middle of the anterior 
order, just where the keel of the sternum joins the body, 
and in front of the inner terminations of the coracoids. It 
comprises a distal spine {spina externa) and a proximal one 
{spina interna), either of which may be wanting. The spina 
externa is either simple or forked. 

The descriptions in this, as in other volumes of the Fauna 
of British India, are taken from the magnificent series of 
Indian Birds in the British Museum (Natural History), and 
every facility and assistance has been afforded to Mr. Oates 
and myself by Sir W. H. Flower, the Director of the Natural 
History Museum, and Dr. A. Gunther, Keeper of the De- 
partment of Zoology. Especially we are under the greatest 
obligations to the officers in charge of the bird collection. 
Dr. R. B. Sharpe and Mr. W. R. Ogilvie Grant, for aid of 
every kind most freely and kmdly afforded during the pro- 
gress of the present work. Mr. Oates, when he left England, 
made over to me all the notes he had prepared for the con- 
tinuation of the work, and they have been of very great 
service. I have also to express my obligations to Dr. J. A. 
Waddell for a proof in advance of his excellent notes on 
Sikhim birds prepared for the ^ Gazetteer’ of that province; to 
Col. C. T, Bingham and Mr. Hauxwell for information about 
Burmese species ; and to Dr. Warth and Mr. W. M. Daly 
for lists of birds obtained in the Shevroy Hills. 

Whilst I regret that this is not the last of the series of 
volumes containing the descriptions of Indian V ertebrata, I 
hope the final part will not be long delayed. 

W. T. BLANFORD. 

August 1st, 1895. 



Figures to illustrate Structure of Palate, 



Under view of tbe skull ot Cha/rad/rius Under -view of the skull of Cuculus canorus, 

viaMSi to illustrate the sohizognathous type to illustrate the desmognathous type of 
of palate. palate. 

These two figures are copied by permission from the late Prof. Huxley’s paper on the 
Classification of Birds (P. Z S. 1867, pp. 427, 444 ). — FmXf the premax lUa, Mx, tbe maxilla; 
Mx^t its maxiUo-palatine process ; PZ, the palatine bone , Fo, the vomer; Pt, the pterygoid , 
Qu , the quadrate bone ; X the basipterygoid process , * the prefrontal process . 

** In the large assemblage of birds belonging to the Ouvierian orders Qalhnce, OraUsBi and 
Hatatores, which may be termed SohiisogTiaihous, the vomer, sometimes large and sometimes 
very small, always tapers to a point anteriorly; while posteriorly it embraces the basi- 
^benoidal rostrum, between the palatines. 

The maxiUo-palatmes are usu^ly elongated and lamellar ; they pass inwards over the 
anterior processes of the palatme bones, with which they become united, and then bending 
backwards, along the inner edge of the palatines, leave a broader or a narrower fissure 
between themselves and the vomer and do not unite with it or with one another.” — 
Huxley, P.Z. S. 1867, p. 426. 

In Desmognathous birds the vomer is often either abortive, or so small that it dis- 
appears from the skeleton. When it exists it is always lender and tapers to a point anteriorly . 

** The maxillo-palatines are united across the middle line, either directly or by the inter- 
mediation of ossifications in the nasal septum. 

** The posterior ends of the palatmes and the anterior ends of the pterygoids articulate 
directly with tbe rostrum, as in the precedmg division” [and not with the diverging posterior 
ends of the vomer as in Bromseognathous birds and generally m Ratitss]. — Huxley, L o, p. 435. 

In the MgithognatJious type of palate (figured Vol. I. of the present work, p. 4), “the 
vomer is a broad bone, abruptly truncated m front, and deeply deft behind, embracing the 
rostrum of the sphenoid between its forks. The palatines have produced postero-eztemal 
angles. The xnaxillo-palatlnes are slender at their origfri, and extend inwards and backwards 
obliquely over the palatines, ending beneath the vomer in expanded extremities, which do not 
become united by bone, either with one another or with the vomer,” — ^Huxley, L e, p, 450. 
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Outer view of right thigh of Common Fowl, partially dissected. (Copied from 
Garrod’s figure, P. Z. S. 1873, p. 627 ) 

s, sartorius , vr, vastus extemus , ho and hi, biceps, origm and insertion , tensor fascise 
(gluteus primus) , fc^ femoro-caudal , ajc, accessory femoro-caudal , s/5, semitendinosus , astf 
accessory semitendmosus , sm^ semimembranosus , Adt adductor , P, pubis , if, rectnoes. 



Thigh of Touraco {Corythaix) viewed from the inner side, to show the ambiens muscle, 
arising from the prepubie side of the pelvis (P) and running along to blend with one 
of the tendons of ongin of the flexor perfor. di^torum (/Ip.). — ^F, femur , Prf, patella ; 
1.0., inner condyle of femur , T, tibia ; 5, biceps (cut short) ; s, sartorius (also cut) ; 
e, e, extensor femoris , sm, semimembranosus , ad,d^ adductores. 
lf.B.--Tbe surrounding parts have been somewhat distorted from their natural positions 
to show better the course of the ambiens. (Copied from Forbes’s figure, Ibis, 1881, p. 9.) 
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li^g. 1 . — Psarisomus dalhousim and nest (from Hodgson’s drawing). 


Order IL EURYLiEMI. 

Palate segitliognattious (Vor. I, p. 4). The deep plantar tendons 
differ from those of thePasseres inthe^^^or hngus Jidllum being 
connected by a vinculnm with the^/^^or as 

shown in the accompanying figure (fig. 2). Syrinx mesomyodian 
(Vol. I, p. 6) and oligomyodian as in FittHdce (Forbes, P. Z. S. 
1880, p. 384). The sternum, as in the Passeres, has but one notch 
on each side of the hinder border (Sclater, Ibis, 1872, p. 179, also 
p. 370), but the manubrium stemi (spina externa) is unforked, as 
in most non-Passerine birds. Oil-gland present but nude, 
von. HI. B 
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EUEYLJEMIDiS. 


The relations of the Eurylcemi or Eroadbills to other birds have 
long been in dispute. At one time members of the present group 
were referred to the neighbourhood of Goraclas. But, chiefly 
through the researches of Blanchard, G-arrod, andBorbes, the close 
alliance between the JSurylcemi and Passerine birds has now been 





ascertained, and the only question remaining is whether the 
Broadbills should be included in the Passerine group as a distinct 
section, or whether they should form a suborder or order apart. 
The latter is the view advocated by Seebohm and Sharpe, and 
accepted, as a provisional arrangement, in the present work. 

There is but a single family, confined to the Oriental region. 


Family EURYLffiMIDiE. 

Bill normally broad and flat as in some Muscicajpidce, Beet 
adapted for perching ; hind toe large, anterior toes joined at the 
base, the outer and middle toes (third and fourth) having only the 
last phalanx free (fig. 2), Tarsi reticulated behind, transversely 
scutellated in front, the scuteUation often ill-marked and in some 
genera disappearing entirely on the inner anterior side of the 
tarsus. Tail generally rounded, often graduated. 
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The Broadbills are forest birds living generally in small flocks 
amongst high trees, and feeding as a rule on insects. They are 
often remarkably tame, some of them being, it is said, so unwilling 
to move that several out of the same flock may be shot one after 
the other, without the survivors being alarmed. They build large 
round nests of grass and fibres, somewhat resembling those of the 
NdctciTiuHdcB^ suspended from a fine twig and with an opening at 
the side (fig. 1). The eggs as a rule are white or cream-coloured, 
much speckled, especially towards the larger end, but occasionally 
they are spotless. 

The genera in this family are more distinct than is usually the 
case amongst Birds, each being distinguished by a peculiar type of 
coloration. No species occur in the Peninsula of India, nor in 
Oeylon, but the range of the family extends from the Western 
Himalayas to the Philippines and Borneo, the majority inhabiting 
the Malay Peninsula. 


Key to tlie Genera, 

a. Nostrils exposed. 

a\ Tail shorter than wing. 

rt". Sides of upper mandible convex and 
overhanging. 

Region bdow eye feathered .... EimyLiEMTJS, p. 3. 

6®. Region below eye nude; bill very 

broad ^ CoBYnoN, p. 5. 

y\ Sides of upper mandible straight, not 
overhangiiijg. 

Nostrils elongate, about J length 

of bill from forehead OyMBOBHYisrCHUS, p. 7. 

iZ®. Nostrils rounded, at base of bill . . Sebtlophcts, p. 8, 

h\ Tail longer than wing Psabisomiti^ p. 11. 

h. Nostrils concealed by loral plumes Oalyptombna, p, 12. 


Genus EURYLJEMITS, Horsfield, 1821. 

Bill large, broad and flat, culmen very blunt, sides of upper 
mandible overhanging and convex near the gape. Nostrils rounded, 
exposed, at base of bill. Wings and tail rounded, the wing much 
longer than the tail. Rictal bristles present but small. ScuteMon 
of tarsus in front almost obsolete, inside of tarsus covered with an 
undivided lamina. 

Xjpper plumage chiefly black and yellow ; lower plumage wholly 
or in part vinaceous red. Two species are known, ranging from 
Tenasserim to the Malay Archipelago. 


K0y to the Bpedes, 


liarger ; head and neck dark vinaceous red KJavanieusj p. 4. 

SmSler ; head and ■tooat black K, oohromelaSf p. o. 

b2 
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937. EurylsBnms javanicus. HorsfielcVs Broadhill, 

Eurylaimus jaYanicus, Horsjield, Trajis, Linn Soc. xiii, p. 170 (1821 ) } 
Blythf Cat. p. 195 ; Sorrf. M, Cat. p. 116. 

Euryisenms javanicus, Blyth^ Birds Burm. ]^126 ; JSmney S F, ii, 
p. 470 ; id. Cat. no. 139 ter ; Davison, S. F. v, p. 466 ; Fume ^ 
Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 89, 499 , Bingham, S. F. ix, p 167 ; Oates, B. B^ 
i, p. 427 ; id. in Burners N. ^ E. 2nd ed. p. 294 , Sclater, Cat, 
B. M. xiv, p. 463. 



Fig. 3. — Head of E, javanmis. 


Cdlcration. Male. Wiiole bead and neck deep purplish red^ 
lores blackish, crown and nape very dark, ear-coverts much 
brighter; a very narrow white line below the eye; hind neck 
brownish, back and upper tail-co verts mixed black and bright 
yellow, basal portion of interscapulary feathers white ; wings 
black, each primary with a yellow spot at the base, each secondary 
with a long yellow spot on the outer web, mner webs of all quills 
whitish near the base ; tail black, all feathers except the middle 
pair with a subterminal fulvous white spot or band. Lower parts 
vinaceous red, the throat washed with dusky bronze, a narrow 
black band across the breast and a distinctly bronzed gorget behind 
it, lower breast and abdomen brighter red; under wing-coverts 
mostly yellow, edge of wing the same, thigh-coverts dark brown. 

F&male. Similar, but without the black pectoral band. 

Young birds have the head and nape yellowish brown, the shafts 
of the feathers brighter yellow; lower plumage yellowish throughout. 

Upper mandible bright blue to within one-third of tip ; rest 
of upper mandible pale sea-green; lower mandible pale greenish 
blue ; both mandibles edged and tipped with brownish red ; irides 
bright blue ; legs and feet fleshy ; claws brown {Davison). 

Length 9 inches ; tail 2*9 ; wing 4*3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 
1*6, The female is slightly smaller. 

Disimbuiion. Karennee ; Tenasserim as far north as Moulmein, 
probably farther north on the hills to the eastward; Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

JffdbitSy 4^0. This species feeds on insects and small reptiles, and 
has the iypical habits of the family, \ living in forests in small 
parties. Davison found it breeding near Bankasun in March ; the 
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laest was a massive structure composed of moss, fibres, roots, dry 
leaves, bits of wood, and small twigs, suspended to the extreme tip 
of a very tall bamboo overkanging a stream. Two fresh eggs were 
in the nest, dull white, thickly speckled with minute spots of dusky 
brown, more thickly towards the large end : size 1*09 by *76. 

938. Eurylmmus ochromelas. TJte Black-anJ^yelloxv JBroadbill. 

Eurylaimus ochromalus, Raffles^ Tram. Linn, Soc xiii, p. 297 (1822) ; 
Blyth, Cat. p 196 ; Sorsf, ^ M. Cat p. 116. 

Euiylaenius ochromelas, Blyth, Birds Burm. m 126 ; Hume, S. F. ii, 
p. 470 ; id Cat. no. 139 ter a ; Hume ^ nav. S. F, vi, p. 91 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p 426 ; Sclater, Cat. B. M. xiv, p. 465 ; Hartert. 
Jf, Om. 1889, pp. 358, 391. 

Coloration, Male, Whole head black, except a few white fea- 
thers below each eye; a white collar round the neck, narrow 
behind ; upper parts from neck black, with a bright yellow stripe 
down the middle of the back, rump, and upper tail-coverts, and a 
shorter stripe on each side on the outer scapulars ; basal portion 
of interscapulary feathers white ; middle of outer webs of secondary 
quills yellow; near the base almost all wing-feathers have a 
whitish inner border; a small yellowish spot on each primary 
near the base; tail-feathers with a subterminal yellowish-white 
spot on inner web, becoming a band on the outer feathers; a 
broad black gorget below the white collar, lower breast and abdo- 
men pale vinous purple ; under wing- and tail-coverts, vent, flanks, 
and edge of wing yeUow ; thigh-coverts black. 

Female, Similar, but the black gorget is interrupted in the 
middle. 

The young have the forehead and supercilia yellowish white ; 
the throat wWtish, breast and abdomen yellowish grey. 

Lower mandible and base of upper bright smalt-blue, rest of 
upper mandible bright green; edges of both mandibles black; 
indes bright yellow; legs and feet dark but fleshy-pink; claws 
brown {Davison), 

Length 6'5 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

Distribution, South Tenasserim as far north as Xay, Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

G-enus COEYBOK, Lesson, 1828. 

Bill very large, much deeper, broader at the base and more 
hooked than that of Eurylo&mus, the upper mandible more over- 
hanging, and with the edge more convex near the gape ; but the 
culmen is comparatively much shorter and more prominent. Eictal 
bristles replaced by plumules, which are situated in a nude area 
between the eye and bill. Wings and tail rounded; wing 
longer than tail. Tarsus distinctly scutellated in front. Sexes 
alike. 

The plumage is mostly black. Only a single species is known. 
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939. Cotydon smuatraiLUS. The Buslcy Broadhill. 

Coracias sumatranus, Baffles^ Trans, Linn Soc, xiii, p. 303 (1822). 
Oorydon sumatranus, StrickL A, M, N, H. \i, p. 417 (1841) ; Bhjthf 
Cat p. 195, 2 d. Birds Burma, p. 125; Rorsf, ^ M, Cat p. 117; 
Hume ^ Dav S. F. vi, p. 97 ; Htime, Cat, no. 139 sex ; Brngliayrif 
8 F, IX, p. 157 ; Oates, B, B, i, p. 430 ; Sclatei , Cat, B. M xiv,. 
p, 466. 



Fig. 4. — ^Head of C. stmaf} anuf>. 


Coloration, Black tliroughout with the followng exceptions : — a 
concealed interscapulaiy patch crimson (or occasionally yellow) 
and white, consisting of the basal parts only of the feathers, the 
tips being black ; a broad white band across the primaries close to* 
the coverts ; a subterminal white spot or band on all tail-feathers 
except the middle pair ; the throat and upper breast, which are 
dirty brownish white, the edges of the feathers in places darker. 
Female the same. 

Toung duller black, without an interscapulary patch, and with 
the white of the throat ill-defined. 

Upper mandible varying from dark reddish brown to pale horny 
brown, lower mandible pale fleshy-pink with a dark median streak, 
tips of both whitish ; orbital skin and gape dark fleshy-pink ; legs, 
feet, and claws black ; irides deep brown. 

Length 10*5 ; tail 4*2 ; wing 5*4 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1*6. 

Distribution, Apparently throughout Tenassenm, except in the 
deciduous forests, as far north as Karennee ; also the Malay Penin- 
sula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits, This bird is found in pairs or small parties in forests. 
It is somewhat crepuscular according to Tickell, and during the 
day very sluggish. It has an oft-repeated mellow, rather musical 
note ; also a clear whistle, which it utters when fljdng from tree 
to tr^. The nest and eggs do not appear to have been recorded. 
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G-enus CTMBOEHYITCHUS, Vigors, 1830. 

Bill not differing much in form from that of Eurylcsmus^ but 
narrower, with a somewhat higher culmen, and with the upper 
mandible straight-edged, not overhanging. The nostrils are 
elongate, and open in a longitudinal depression a considerable 
distance from the frontal feathers, about | to ^ the length of the 
bill from the base. Eictal bristles long. Tarsi indistinctly scu- 
tellated in front. Coloration above mostly black, below deep 
crimson. 

Two species are known, ranging from Arrakan to Borneo. 


Key to the jSjpeoies. 

Wing about 4 , no red spots on tertiaries . C, 7mororhynchuSj p. 7. 
Wing about 3*6 ; red terminal spots on ter- 

tiaiies C. affims, p. 8 


940. Cymborhynchus macrorhynchus. The Blacl’^md-red 
Broadb%ll, 

Todus macrorhynchus, Gm Syst Nat i, p. 446 (1788). 

Todus nasutus, Lath, Ind. Om, i, p. 268 (1790). 

Cymborhynchus macrorhynchus, 0>*ay, Gen, B, i, p. 66 j Korsf. 
^ M. Cat. p. 119; Blyth, Birds Burma, p. 126, &toliG:dca, J. A. 
B B. xxxix, pt, 2, p. 285 ; Damson, /S. jP v, p. 467 ; Suwe 
Dam S. F. vi, p. 92 ; Hume, Cat. no. 139 quint. ; Sharpe, Ibis, 
1876, p. 48 ; 1877, p. 22 ; 1879, p. 264 ; Bingham, S F. ix, p. 157 ; 
Oates, B. B. i, p. 428; Sclater, Cat. B. M. xiv, p. 468; Hartert, 
J. f. Orn. 1889, pp. 368, 393, Oates in Humds N.^H 2nd ed. ii. 
p. 294. 

Cymbirhynchus nasutus, Vigors, Mem. B.affles, p 664 (1830) ; 
Blyth^J. A. S. B. xv, p. 311 ; id. Cat. p. 195. 

Cymborhynchus malaccensis, Salvad. Atti B. Ac. Sc. Tor. ix, p. 425 
(1874) ; Oates, 8 F. lii, p. 336. 

Coloration. Upper parts except the scapulars, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts black ; chin, upper throat, and a broad pectoral band 
also black ; a white longitudinal band on each side of the back, 
formed by the outer half of the scapulars ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts, ear-coverts and the throat between them, lower breast, 
abdomen, flanks, and lower tail-coverts deep crimson, sometimes 
mixed with orange on the beUy ; wings black, the edge orange- 
yellow, under wing-coverts in part, and basal portion of inner 
web of most wing-feathers white, axillaries yellowish white ; twl 
black, a variable number of the outer feathers with a white sub- 
terminal spot on the inner web. 

Toung dusky instead of black, white spots on tips of wxng- 
eoverts, rump mixed red and black ; lower plumage dark brown 
with traces of transverse bars. 

Upper mandible and a bordering along the edge of the 
lower mandible brilliant blue, remainder of the latter yellowish, 
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edges of both transparent white ; irides emerald-green, shot with 
gold ; legs and feet nltramarine-blue ; claws horny (BmgTiam). 
Inside of month bright blue (Davison). 

Length 9*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1*25. 
Pemales rather smaller. 

Distiinbution. Erom Tenasserim through Siam, Cambodia, and 
the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. This BroadbiU 
was obtained as far north as the Dawna range near Kokarit, east 
of Moulmem, by Bingham. 

Hahits, Similar to those of EurylcBnyms, except that this 
species, according to Davison, is found in gardens and near villages. 
It lives entirely on insects. It breeds in Tenasserim from April 
to June, making the usual large globular BroadbilFs nest of grass, 
roots, &c,, suspended to the end of a bough, and contammg 3 or 
4 eggs varying from white to salmon-buff in colour, and densely 
spotted or speckled, especially about the larger end, with black or 
brownish red. The eggs measure about 1*06 by *75. 

941. Cymborhynchus affinis. TJie Arralcan Blaclc-and^vedL 
BroadbiU. 

Cymborhynchus affinis, Blyth, J. A. S B. xv, p. 312 (1846) ; id. 
Cat. p. 195 , id. Birds Burma, y. 120 ; Oates, S F iii, p. 336 ; x, 
p. 188 j %d. B B. i, p. 429; Mume, Cat. no 139 quat ; Sclater, 
Cat. B. M xiv, p. 470. 

Ochration. Similar to the last except that the red of the rump is 
mixed \!^ith black ; there are always white subterminal spots on all 
tail-feathers except the middle pair, and these spots become bars 
on the three outer rectrices on each side ; the white at the base of 
the primaries appears from beneath the outer wing-coverts, and 
each tertiary has a long red spot at the end. 

Length 8*2 ; tail 3 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus *86 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. Arrakan from about lat. 19° southward to Cape 
Negrais, also the Irrawaddy delta as far east as Bangoon. Nothing 
IS known of the habits. 

G-enus SERTLOPHUS, Swainson, 1837. 

Bill very much smaller than in Eurylo&mus, sides of upper 
mandible straight, not overhanging. Tail much rounded. Second- 
aries and inner primaries truncated, and emarginate at the ends 
of the shafts. Eictal bristles present. Nostrils and tarsi as in 
Furylcemus. 

Plumage soft, greyish or brownish above, ashy below; a white 
gorget in females only. Two species, ranging from the Himalayas 
to Tenasserim. 


Key to the Sjgecies. 


Head above pale greyish brown 8. lunatus, p, 9. 

Head above dark ashy grey 8. rulriyygius, p. 9, 
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942. Seidloplms Ixmatus. GoulcVs Broadhill, 

Eurylaimus lunatus, Goulds P. Z. &. 1833, p 133. a ^ -d 

Seriloplius lunatus, Sioaimon^ Class, P. ii, p. 262 ; Blyth^ J , A* S.B, 
XV, p. 311 ; id. Cat p. 196, id Bhds Btirm p. 125, BTorsf. 

Cat p. 118; Hume, 8. F. ii, p 470, lii, p. 63; id. Cat 139 
bis , yTardl Itamsay, I6is, 1876, p. 362 , Damson, 8. F v, P* 5 
Bkme «§• Dav. 8 F. vi, pp. 89, 499 ; Oates, 8. F. viii, p. 164 j x, 
p 188 ; id. B. B. i,p 424 ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 157 : Salvadon, 
A 7 in. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p 574 , 8clater, Cat. B. M. xxv, p. 460; 
Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 291. 

Primary quills, especially 3rd and 4th, sharply^ pointed, the 
worn inner web of the two feathers named having the edge 
concave near the tip. 

Coloration. Male. Porehead pale ashy, crown and nape pale 
greyish brown, back darker, passing into chestnut on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; a broad black supercilmm exten<hng back 
to the nape ; lores pale rufous with black hairs intermixed, ear- 
coverts greyish rufescent; wings black, basal portion of outer 
webs of almost all quills greyish blue, a large white spot on the 
inner web of each, 3rd and 4th primaries with broad white tips, 
tertianes and tips of inner webs of all quills except the first five 
pale chestnut, tips of the outer webs of the same feathers and of 
the fifth primary white ; tail-feathers black, the outer 3 pairs with 
broad white tips ; lower parts ashy grey, whitish on the throat 
and abdomen ; lower wing-coverts and thighs black, edge of wing 
white. 

Female similar, but with a glistening silvery white gorget. 

Bill light blue, paler on the culmen ; gape and base of both 
mandibles orange; mouth orange; eyelids greenish yellow; iris 
dark brown ; legs greenish orange ; claws light blue (Oates). 

Length 7 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *92. 

Distribution, Evergreen forests of Pegu hills, also Karennee 
and throughout Tenassenm. Not at present recorded outside 
British territory. 

Habits, ^c. This Broadhill occurs in small flocks in forests, and 
is apparently strictly arboreal. It feeds chiefly on insects. It is 
described as very stupid and not easily alarmed. It breeds from 
April to July inclusive, making a globular nest, about six inches 
in diameter, of coarse grass, vegetable fibres, twigs, moss, rootlets, 
cocoons, and similar materials. The nest is lined with broad 
leaves, some of them occasionally green ; it has a side entrance 
protected by a rude porch, and hangs from the end of a small 
branch. The eggs, generally four in number, are thin and 
delicate, pure white with a slight gloss, marked with purplish- 
black specks and minute spots towards the larger end, and measure 
-95 by *67. 

943. Serilophufl rubripygius. HodgsovCs BroadMll, 

Baya mbropygia, Hodgs, J. A. 8. B. viii, p. 86 (18391. 

Senlophus rubropygius, Bp. Comp, i, p. 169; Blyth, J. A. 8. B, xv, 
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p. 811; id. Cat, p. 196; id. Birds Burm,^ 125; Ilorsf,^ M, 
Ccot.ijp.ug; /«rd.5.J.i,p.238; Qodw-Aust J.A.S.B .XXXIX, 
pt. 2, p 95 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 69 : Hume, Cat no. 189 , id, S, F, ix, 
p. 247 ; xi, p. 49 ; Oates, B, B i, p. 425 ; Sclater, Cat ^B, M, xiv, 
p, 461 ; Hartert, J f, Orn, 1^9, p, 395 , Oates in Hume's 
N ^ JE, 2nd ed. ii, p. 293. 

The Bed’^backed Broadhill, Jerdon : Ba-i-suga, Nepal ; BdihkyuJ, 
Lepcha. 



Fig. 0 — Head of 8 ruhnjyygms, J 


Tips of outer primaries rounded. 

Coloration. Male, Head above, nape, and upper back dark 
ashy grey ; a long black supercilium to the nape ; back browner, 
passing into the ferruginous-red tertiaries, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts. Wings black, outer webs of almost all feathers dull blue 
near the base, corresponding to a white spot on the inner web ; 
extreme tips of first 5 primaries white, of the remaining primaries 
chestnut, bordered inside with bluish grey; most of the wing- 
feathers except the first five with a small white spot on the outer 
web near the tip. Tail black, the three outer pairs of feathers 
with broad white tips. Lower parts ashy grey, under wing-coverts 
and thighs black ; edge of wmg whitish. 

Female with pure white tips to some of the neck-feathers, 
forming a narrow collar at each side but interrupted in the 
middle. 

Bill blue, paler towards the tip, a green spot, in the male only, 
in the middle of the lower mandible ; iris greyish brown, naked 
skin round the eye dark yellow, narrow ring of the eyelid green ; 
feet yellowish green, whitish-blue spots on the toes, nails whitish 
blue (Hartert ) ; iris brown speckled with gold (Hume). 

Length 7*25 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution. Eastern ffimmayas, below about 5000 feet, as far 
west as Nepal ; Assam and the hills to the southward as far as 
Arrakan and Manipur. 

Habits, Yery similar to those of S. lunaius, but this bird is 
less tame. It feeds on insects, and Hume shot one in Manipur 
that had eaten small land mollusca. The nest and eggs, which 
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resemble those of the last species, have been described by Mr. 
Gammie in Sikkim, and by Mr. Baker in Cachar. The egg? 
measure about *95 by *66. 

Genus PSARISOITOS, Svt^ainson, 1837. 

Bill similar to that of Eurylcemus^ but smaller, edge of upper 
mandible straight, not overhanging ; no rictal bristles ; loreal 
feathers directed forward. Tarsi indistinctly scutellated in front 
outside, the scutellation becoming obsolete inside. Tail greatly 
graduated, longer than the wing. General colour bright green. 
Sexes alike. 

A single species. 

944. Psaxisomns dalhousiae. Tlie Loifig-tailed BroadbilL 

Eurylaimus dalhousiae, Jame807ij JEdmh. N, FIi. J. xviii, p. 389 
(1836) ; Boyle, III. Bot. Him. i, p. Ixxvii, pi. vii, fig. 2. 

Psarisomus dalhousiae, Blyth^ Cat. p. 195 ; id. Birds Burma, p. 126 ; 
Hoi'sf. < 5 * M. Cat p. 117 ; Jerdon, B. 1. 1 , p.236 ; Godwm-Av^ten, 
J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 95 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 69 ; Walden, Ibis, 
1876, p. 460 , Hume, S. F. lii, p. 52 ; v, p. 19 ; xi, p. 48 ; id. 
no. 138 : Hume ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, pp. 88, 499 , Bmgliam, 8. F. viii, 
p. 193 j ix, p. 166; Oates, 8. F. x, p. 188 ; id. B. B. i, p. 423; 
8alvadon, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 574 ; 8dater, Cat. B, M. 
XIV, p. 468 ; Oates in Harness N. ^ F. 2nd ed. li, p. 289. 

Raya sericeogula, Hodgson, J. A. 8. B. viii, p. 36 (1839). 

Psarisomus assimilis, Hume, 8. F. lii, p. 63. 

The Yellow-throated Broadhill, Jerdon , Bai4, Nepalese , Bang-vm^* 
fmtk, Lepcha 



Fig. C. — Head of P ddhousicB. 

Coloration. Crown and nape with the sides of the head behind 
the eyes black ; a large bright blue patch on the crown ; a narrow 
frontal line, an elongate spot behind the eye, lores and chin bright 
yellow, passing into orange-yellow on the throat ; this colour is 
continued behind the black cap as a collar, the nuchal portion of 
which, sometimes difficult of detection in skins, is bright blue. 
Upper plumage from neck to tail-coverts inclusive bright ^rass- 
green ; tertianes and outer webs of secondaries the same ; inner 
webs of wing-feathers black, outer webs of primaries bright blue 
near the base, dark bluish green towards the tip, a large white spot 
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on inner web of each primary near the base ; tail blue above, black 
below ; lower plumage from breast bright bluish green. Pemale 
the same. In some skms the spot behind the eye is greenish 
yellow or white ; the collar, too, has in many birds a satin-white 
hinder border. 

Bill green in general, but sometimes brownish yellow, gape and 
tip bluish or whitish ; iris brown ; orbits yellow or greenish ; legs 
and feet dull light green ; claws horny. 

Young birds have the whole head green or greenish. 

Length 10*5 ; tail 6 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1*3. 

Distnhvtioyi. Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Dehra 
Dun and Mussooree, from a low level to about 6000 feet elevation ; 
also Assam, Manipur, Cachar, and Burma generally, in hilly parts 
of the country, and through the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and 
Borneo. 

Habits^ This beautiful Broadbill is found usually solitary or 
in pairs, but sometimes in small flocks, and is restricted to thick 
forest. It feeds entirely on insects, which it sometimes captures 
on the wing. The nests (fig. 1) are like those of other Broadbills, 
large globular structures of grass, roots, fibres, &c., with a lateral 
entrance, which is sometimes protected by an overhanging portico. 
This nest is suspended from a fine twig ; the egg-cavity is lined 
with green leaves ; the eggs, 3 to 6 in number, are laid in April 
or May, and are of two types — ^the one pure white and glossy, the 
other white or pinkish, blotched, chiefly about the large end, with 
red and pale reddish purple, and almost without gloss. Average 
size 1 by *7. 


Genus CALYPTOHINA, Baffles, 1822. 

Bill smaller than in other Eurylcemidcey and the culmen higher. 
Nostrils at the base of the beak, and concealed, as is the greater 
part of the upper mandible, by the feathers of the lores, which are 
large and directed forward. No rictal bristles. Tail short and 
nearly square. Tarsi distinctly scutellated in front. Plumage 
harsh, bright green nearly throughout. 

This is the most aberrant member of the group, and has been 
by many writers placed in a different family or subfamily. Three 
species are now known, two of which are peculiar to Borneo. 

945. Calyptomena viridis. The Green BroadhiU, 

Calyptomena yindis, Baffles, Trans, Idnn, Soc xiii, p. 295 (1822) j 
JBlyth, Cat. p. 196 ; id Birds Burrn. p. 124 ; JSorsf. ^ M. Cat. p. 120 ; 
JStohczka, J, A, S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 284 , Hume Hav. 8 F. vi, 
pp. 86, 499; Hume, Cat no. 137 bis ; Oates, B. B. i, p. 422 ; 8clate7, 
Cat. B. M. xiv, p. 456 ; Oates in Hume's N. 8c E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 288. 

Coloration. Male. Bright green throughout, shghtly paler on 
the abdomen ; a minute yeUow spot in front of the eye ; sides of 
forehead (greatly concealed by loral feathers), a large spot behind 
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the ear-coverts, three bands across the wing-coverts, and the wing- 
feathers (except the outer webs of the secondaries and the basal 
portion of the outer webs in the primaries) black. 

Female duller and paler green throughout, especially below; 
no black marks ; wing-feathers brown. Young birds are hke the 
females, but duller in colour. 



Fig. 7. — ^Head of C vindtb. 


Upper mandible pale homy to brown or even black, the tip and 
the lower mandible light reddish horny or brownish orange ; gape 
orange ; iris dark brown ; legs pale dirty or horny green, sometimes 
tinged with bluish, sometimes with purplish grey. 

Males, length about 7'5 ; tail 2 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill 
from gape 1*1. Females are rather larger, wing about 4*4. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Amherst southward, also the 
Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits^ Accordmg to Davison this beautiful Broadbill hves 
entirely on fruit. It keeps to the forests and frequents the tops 
of the trees singly, in pairs, or in small parties. It is only active 
in the mormngs and evenings. The note is a soft whistle. 
Several nests have been taken in Tenasserim by Mr. J. Darling, 
and are egg-shaped, measuring about 9 inches by 4, pinched flat 
at the top, along the twig tom which each is suspended, and' 
ending in a tail, sometimes 3 feet long. The nest is large, com- 
posed chiefly of fine grass, sometimes mixed with roots &c., and 
contains about 3 very pale yellow or creamy eggs, unspotted, with 
little or no gloss, and measuring about 1*15 by *8. 



Fig. 8 * — Brachyptei m8 aurmtnis and nest-hole. 


Order III. PICI. 

With the Woodpeckers we commence a series of bird-families 
sometimes combined under the general name oi Picaria, but 
exhibiting such complicated relations with each other and with 
other groups of birds that their classification is by no means fii^y 
settled. the present work it appears best to leave thein in a 
number of small ordOTS, each frequently consisting, as in the 
present instance, of a single family. . , , , 

The Woodpeckers were formerly associated under the name 
Seamores with Barbets, Cuckoos, Parrots, and other birds having 
two hind and two fore toes, the fourth digit bemg directed 
wards as well as the first or hallux. But the Parrots have long been 
known to from the others widely in structure, and were classed 

apart bv Blyth in Ha Catalogue in 1849. Huxley, in Ms importot 
mSr ‘ On the Classification of Birds’ (P.Z.8. 1867, up. 4^, 
467) distinguished the Woodpeckers as a group caUed Oeleo- 
motyhce, equal in rank to the Accipitrine birds or the Parrots, and 
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the distinction was emphasized bv Kitchen Parker, who separated 
Woodpeckers and Wrynecks as Saurognatlice, on account of what 
he regarded as the reptilian characters presented by the bones of 
the palate. The view that Woodpeckers and Wrynecks form a 
separate group has been accepted by many recent writers, notably 
by Sundevall Sclater t, Newton t, Sharpe §, and Gadow |1, though 
not by GarrodlT, by Purbnnger^*, nor by Seebohmtt. The 
following are the principal characters : — 

Vomer represented by several distinct paired lateral rods; 
maxillo-palatmes small, widely distant from each other (fig. 9). 



The flexor longus TiaUuds, after sending off a vinculum to 
the flexor ^rforam digitorum^ is divided, one branch going to 
the fourth toe, the other being again divided to supply the first 
and second, whilst the jlexor perforam digitorum runs to the third 
alone (see fig. 22, p. 80). The same arrangement is found in 
the Barbets, Indicators, Toucans, and some other families. 

Sternum with two notches behind on each side of the keel; 
the manubrial process bifurcate as in the Passeres. The femoro- 
caudal and semitendinosus muscles present ; ambiens and accessory 
femoro-caudal absent. Cseca wanting or quite rudimentary. In 
pterylosis, the spinal feather-tract is well defined on the ba^ and 
forked on the lower, not on the upper back. Oil-gland tufted, not 
nude as in Passeres. 


^ ‘ Tentamen,’ p 72. t ‘ Ibis/ 1880, pp. 360, 402. 

t Article “ Ornithology ” Enoyolopsadia Brit. p. 47. 

I * Beview of Beoent Attempts to Classify p. 84. (GPhe Neotropical 

Bnocones and Gl^bulse are here associated.) 

J Bronn, Klassen u Ordn. des Thier^Keichs, vi, 4, p. 301. 

T P. Z. S. 1878, p. 936. ** * lJntersu<Situigen,’ ii^ p. 1392. 

ft * Olaasifioation of Birds,’ p. 6 ; Supplement, p. 23, 
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Family PICIDiE. 

Tail-feathers always 12, the outermost pair in the majority of 
the genera short and often completely concealed by the coverts, so 
that these two feathers are difficult to find. Bill generally strong 
and in many forms modified into a cutting weapon, the end of 
the upper mandible being vertical and chisel-shaped. With this 
weapon Woodpeckers cut away the bark of trees to look for 
insects, and make holes in the trunks or branches for nests- 
Many species by tapping on trees make a noise that may be heard 
a considerable distance. The nostrils are basal ; above them, in 
several genera, a ridge known as the nasal ridge commences, and 
runs, parallel to the culmen, to join or nearly to join the com- 
missure. The tongue is excessively long, worm-like, and capable 
of great protrusion ; it is supplied with viscid mucus from the large 
salivary glands, so that insects, their larvae and eggs adhere to it. 
The point of the tongue is horny and barbed. The hyoid cornua, 
which are of enormous length, slide round the skull, passing in a 
sheath from the side of the gullet round the occiput to the base of 
the upper mandible. 

All Indian PiddcB are insectivorous, a large proportion of them 
feeding mainly and some entirely on ants. All lay glossy white 
eggs, and all, with the exception of one genus, make holes m trees 
and lay their eggs in them, the eggs resting on the chips without 
any other lining to the hole. The exception is the genus Mityro^ 
jptemus, which lays its eggs in ants' nests. 

The PiddcB are not found in Madagascar, Australia, or Poly- 
nesia, but range through all other temperate and tropical regions- 
They are divided into three subfamilies, thus distinguished : — 


Shafts of tail-feathers stout and rigid Pidnce, p, 17. 

Shafts of tail-feathers flexible. Tail (in Indian 
forms) less than f length of wing ; 

nostrils concealed by plumes IHcumnince^ p. 75- 

Shafts of tail-feathers flexible. Tail | wing or 
more ; nostnls not concealed by plumes, 
but partly covered by a membrane .... lyngince, p. 78. 


Woodpeckers are known as Kat-toJcra, H., in Northern India, 
LcJchor-phor in the South ; Kaihharya at Mussooree ; Kabgarwa 
in Oude ; Lokdr, Mardthi ; Manu-iolmhi^ Telugu ; Marram-tolash% 
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Tamili; Tatclian’-Tciiruvi^ Tam. in Ceylon; Kcerella^ Cingalese; 
Thit-tonh, Burmese ; tliese names being applied to all kinds. The 
Lepchas of Sikhim, as Jerdon observes, alone appear to have 
names for different species. 


Subfamily PICINJE. 

This contains the true "Woodpeckers, with very stout shafts to 
the tail-feathers, the points of which are pressed against the bark 
of trees when the birds are climbing or tapping to get at 
insects. The tail is frequently much worn, and hence varies 
considerably lu length. Woodpeckers seldom perch, they cling 
to the stems and branches of trees with the tail alwavs downward, 
and they usually ascend and descend diagonally. They have a 
peculiar undulating flight easily recognized. The Indian genera 
are numerous. 


Key to the Genera. 


a. Primaries spotted or banded. 
a' Nostrils concealed by plumes. 

Toes 4. 

Mantle wholly or partly green, 
back not barred. 

Culmen nearly straight, a dis- 
tinct nasal ridge 

h\ Culmen curved, nasal ridge ob- 
solete 

K. Mantle chiefly crimson, back 

barred across 

c®. Mantle black and white. 

c^. Nasal ridge less than half 
length of bill, and at base 
nearer commissure than cul- 

men 

Nasal ridge half length of bill 
or more, and at base not nearer 
commissure than culmen. 
a®. Second primaiy shorter than 
sixth. 

a^. Primaries exceed second- 
aries by length of culmen 

or more 

Primaries exqeed second- 
aries by less than length 

of culmen 

Second primary longer than 
sixth 

5". Toes 8. 

Mantle green or red 

M antle golden olive 

TOL. III. 


Gecinus, p. 18. 
Chbysophlegma, p. 27. 
Callolophtts, p. 29. 


Hypopictjs, p 32. 


Dbndbocopxjs, p. 83. 

Liopiotts, p. 43. 

iTKTGiprons, p. 44. 

GsonniLTrs, p. 30. 
Gaubopicoides, p. 63. 
0 
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h\ Nostrils exposed. 

c'^ Mantle rufous or crimson, more or 
less banded. 

/*. Culmen neaiiy straight, tip trun- 
cated 

g\ Culmen curved, tip pointed 

Mantle -wholly or partly golden 
olive or crimson, not banded 
7^•^. Toes 4. 

eK Hallux well developed, half 
length of second digit . . 
Hallux small, about second 

digit 

Toes 8 

d'. Mantle black or brown and buff. . . 
b» Primaries without spots or bands, 

c\ Tertiaries with large spots ; size small. 
d!. All (^[uills unspotted ; size large. 

Plumage mostly ashy grey 

g'\ Plumage mostly black 


Pyuehopicus, p. 49 
Miceopteenus, p 54. 


Cheysocolaptes, p. 64. 

BEACH\PTEENXrS, p 58. 
Tiga, p. 61. 

Miglyptes, p 52. 

Hemiceecus, p. 68. 

Hemilophes, p 70. 
Theiponax, p. 72. 


Genus GECINUS, Boie, 1831. 

Nostrils concealed by harsh plumes; culmen slightly curved, 
a distinct nasal ridge, nearer to the culmen than to the commissure 
at the base of the bill. Pour toes to each foot, the 3rd (outer 
anterior) toe longer than the 4th (outer posterior) ; tail less than 
two-thirds the wing in length ; outermost tail-feather on each side 
very short, not neaily so long as the upper tail-coverts. Upper 
plumage green wholly or in part : sexes distinguished by portions 
of the head, generally of the crown, being red m males and not in 
females. 

This genus, of which the type is the common European Q, viri~ 
c?is, ranges almost throughout the Palsearctic and Oriental regions, 
and is represented by nine species within our area. Members of 
this genus obtain their insect-food more frequently on fallen trunks 
of trees and on the ground than Woodpeckers in general are wont 
to do. 


Key to ilie Species, 

a. Bump green or yellow. 

Lower parts with longitudinal markings ; 
male with crimson, female with black 
cap. 

a'‘. Tail barred throughout. 

a® Dark bars on middle tail-feathers 
broader than white bars .......... 

6®. Daik bars narrower than white. . , . 
h''. Tail not barred throughout, 
c®. White predominating on lower parts. 
d?. Dark predominatinff on lower parts. 
h\ Lower parts almost uniformly coloured ; 
crown cnmson and occiput black in male, 
both black in female 


G. sqtLamatus, p. 19. 
G, goni, p. 20. 

G, striolatuSf p. 20. 
G. viridantoSf p. 22, 


G» ocdpitalisj p. 22. 
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d. Lower parts with transverse bars or spots ; 
a yell(jw nuchal crest. 
c'^ Outer surface of winp: green, tinged 
with red. 

e**. Whole occiput never ciimaon , wing 
about 5 4 

a\ Forehead, each edge of crown and 
of occiput and malar stripe crimson. 
5* Sides of occiput only crimson . . 
Whole occiput crimson; wing about 
4*6 

e*. Crown and malar stripe crimson. 
d^. Only occiput crimson 

Outer surface of wing red 

h. Hump bright red 


G, clilorohplms cJjP 23. 
G, clilorohpTviis J , p. 23. 


G cTilorogaster d , p. 25. 
G. chlorogaster 2 , p, 26. 
G, p. 20. 

G, mgngenis, p. 26. 


©46. Gecinns sq^uamatiis. The West-Ilimcdayan Scaly •bellied 
Green Woodpecher, 

Pieus pquamatus, Vigors, P. Z. S, 1830, p. 8 ; Tlyth, J, A S. B. xii, 
p 998. 

Gecmus sqiiamatus, Blyth, Cat p. 57 , Sorsf. 8r M Cat p. 659 ; 
Jerdon, P J i, p. 286 , id Ibis, 1872, p. 9 ; Tytler, Ibis, 1868, 
p 202; StoUezka, J. A. S B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p 20, Beavan, Ibis, 
1869, p. 414, Cock ^ Marsh P P i, p 350 ; Hume. Cat no 170 ; 
Biddnlph, Ibis, 1881, p. 49 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p 430 , Hargitt, 
Ibis, 1888, p. 153; id Cat. B M. xviii, p. 43; Oates in Humes 
N. H 2nd ed ii, p. 297 ; Shatpe, Yarkand Miss , Aves, p. 108. 

The Soaly^helhed Green Woodpecker, Jerdon ; Tuktola, Chamba. 

Gohratimi. Male. Crown and occipital crest crimson ; mantle, 
including sides of neck, back, scapulars, and secondary wing-coverts, 
green, rump and upper tail-coverts strongly tinged with yellow; a 
broad yellowish-white supercilium extending to the nape with 
a black line above continued across the forehead, and another 
black line below from the eye to the nostril ; a black spot behind 
the eye ; another broad yellowish-white streak from the base of the 
bill below the eve, below this streak the malar region is black 
mixed with greenish white ; ear-coverts greenish grey ; wing- 
feathers brownish black, inner webs of all with imperfect white 
bands, in the pnmaries towards the base only; outer webs of 
primaries with equidistant yellowish-white spots ; outer webs of 
secondaries and tertiaries greenish dusky barred with whitish ; 
primary-coverts dusky, with white spots; tail-feathers above 
brownish black *with white bars rather narrower than the inter- 
spaces ; below, the dark bars are pale and the whole feathers 
tinged with yellow ; throat and breast pale greyish green, some- 
times varying to pale ashy ; abdomen and flanks with lower wing- 
and tail-coverts greenish white, each feather with a black intra- 
marginal band producing a scale-like marking, and with sometimes 
a black shaft-stripe. 

Female. Crown and occiput black instead of crimson, the bases 
of the feathers leaden grey, and the sides of the frontal and coronal^ 
feathers greenish grey. 


o2 



20 


nCIDiE. 


In young birds the upper plumage is dusky, the feathers being 
edged \\ith green, and the breast-feathers bear scale-like marks 
like those of the abdomen. 

Ins a circle of darkish pinkish red surrounded by a second ring 
of light pmk ; upper mandible horn-coloured at the base, the tip 
and the whole lower mandible brightish yellow (Beavcm); legs 
greenish plumbeous (Jerdon), 

Length 14; tail 5*3; wing6’5; tarsus 1-1; bill from gape 1*9. 

Dutrihiition, The Himalayas from Q-ilgit and Kashmir to 
Kumaun and probably Western Nepal, at elevations from about 
5000 to 9000 feet. A skin was obtained in Afghanistan by 
G-riffith. 

Habits^ This W oodpecker is often seen feeding on the ground. 

It lays generally five, sometimes six eggs in a hole excavated in the 
stem of a tree, in March, April, or May. The eggs are white and 
very glossy, and measure on an average 1*28 by -93. The nest- 
hole is generally placed at a consideraWe height from the ground, 
as a rule more than 20 feet. 


947. Geciuus gorii Hargitis Scalg-helUed Green Woodj)6cker. 

Gecinus ^orii, Sargitt, Ibis, 1887, p. 75, 1888, p. 159 ; %d> Cat. JB. 

M. xviii, p. 45 ; St. John, Ibis, 1889, p 158 , Aitcliison, Trans. 

Zinn.Soc. (2) Zool, v, p. 83, pi. vi, fig. 1. 

This is paler throughout than G. squamatus, but otherwise very 
similar. The pale spots and bars on the wing- and tail-feathers 
are larger, the pale bars on the tail-feathers and the white spots on 
the outer webs of the primaries being broader than the dark 
interspaces ; the scale-like markings on the abdomen are narrower 
and fainter. Dimensions the same. 

DistribuUon. South Afghamstan. Only known from two speci- 
mens, one from Quetta, the other from Ihe Helm and Eiver. Sir 
0. B. St. John saw G. gorii on the Kwaja Amran hills, and 
probably in the jumper forests of Ziarat. 

I suspect that this is merely a pale variety of G, squamatm. 


948. Gecinus striolatus. The Little Scaly-bellied Green 
Woodpeclcer. 

Picus striolatus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 1000 (1843) ; Jerdon, Mad. 
Jour. L, S xni, pt. 2, p. 138. 

Gecmus striolatus, Blyth, Cat. p. 67 ; Horsf, ^ M. Cat. li, p. 660 ; 
Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 287 ; StoUcska, J. A S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p 21 ; 
Blanf. Ibis, 1870, p. 464 ; Jerdm^ Ibis, 1872, p. 9 ; Legge, S. F. i, 
p. 488; id. Birds Ceyl. p, 194; BaU, S. F ii, p. 391 ; v, p. 413 ; vn, 
p. 206 ; Blyth Wald. Birds Burm. p. 76 , Mume ^ Oates, S. F. 
lii, p. 68 ; Butler, S. F. lii, p. 458 ; Uodw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, 
pt. 2, p. 70 ; xlvii, pt. 2, p. 14 ; Inglis, S. F. v, p. 26 ; FairhcmJc^ 
S. F. V, p, 396 ; Anderson, Yunnan Frped., Aves, p. 685 ; Crims. 
S. F. vii, p. 262 ; Hume, Cat. no. 171 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p, 241 ; 
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Sutler, S F, ix, p 386, Oates, S, F. x, p 191; iiL B. B, ii, 
p. 49 , Davison, S, F. x, p. 355 ; Terry, ib. p. 471 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom p 116; Hume, S F. xi, p. 62; Haryitt, Ibis, 1888, p. 171 ; 
id* Cat. B. M xviii, p. 50 , Oates in Hume’s JV". <§• F. 2nd ed. 5i, 
p 298. 

The Small Green Woodpecl^er, Jerdon. 

Coloration, Male, Crown and occipital crest crimson, posterior 
crest-feathers sometimes orange ; mantle olivaceous green ; rump 
bright gamboge-yellow or sometimes orange ; a greyish-white 
superciliary stripe bordered with black above, beginning above the 
eye and extending back to the nape, the black extends forward 
to the baij(^ of the forehead and to the brownish-black plumes over 



Fig 10.— Head of (r, stnohtus. 


the nostrils; lores and a stripe under the eye and ear-coverts 
brownish white ; ear-coverts grey, faintly streaked with whitish ; 
malar band white, streaked with black ; wing-feathers as in 
sqmmatus brownish black with white spots ; tail-feathers browmsh 
black, imperfectly barred towards the base with light brovm, 
outermost pair but one barred throughout ; lower parts greenish 
white, breast greener and with a yellowish tinge ; chin and throat 
striped ; feathers of remainder of lower parts with intramarginal 
bands and occasional shaft-stripes of olive or brown. 

Female, The crown and occiput black, the sides of the crown- 
feathers brownish ashy. Otherwise like the male. 

Iris red, surrounded by white ; eyelids plumbeous ; upper man- 
dible and tip of lower horn-colour, remainder of lower mandible 
yellow ; legs olive-green (Oates), 

Len^h 11*5 ; tail 3*8 , wing 5*2 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1*4. 
Distribution, The range of this Woodpecker is somewhat peculiar. 
It is found throughout the Himalayas as far west as Mussooree, 
and is generally distributed throughout the countries south of the 
Eastern Himalayas as far south as the Irrawaddy delta and 
Toungngoo. Anderson obtained it at Momein. There is also in 
the British Museum a skin from Siam, It also occurs, though 
sparingly, throughout the forest country between the Granges and 
Godavari, east of long. 80^ East, and in the forests of Malabar and of 
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the Western Grbats as far north as the neighbourhood of Belgamn^ 
in M 3 ’sore, and in other forest-clad tracts of Southern India ; also, 
but rarely, in Ceylon. In the Bombay Presidency north of Bel- 
gaum and in Oentinl and ISTorth-western India it is excessively 
rare or wanting except on the Aravalli Bange near Abu. 

Halits, i'c. Breeds from March to May, in holes in the stems or 
branches of trees, laying generally five glossy porcellanic white eggs, 
that measure on an average 1*05 by '8. 


049. Gecinns viridanns. The Burmebe Scaly-helhed Green 
Woodpecker, 

Pic us viridanns, Blyth, J. A S. B xii, 1000 (1843) ; xiii, p. 394. 

Gecinus dimidiatus, apud Blyfh, Cat, p. o8, 7iec Tem^n. 

Gecinus viridanus, Jtonf, <5* M. Cat li, p. G60 ; Waldm, P, Z S* 
1866, p. 639 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1869, p 414 ; Biyth §* Wald. Birds 
Bunn. p. 76 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 48 , Uaryitt, Ibis, 1888, p. 166 ; 
id. Cat B. M. xviii, p. 47 ; Baltadori, An?i. Mus. Cii\ Gen. (2) v, 
p. 666; vii,p. 432. 

Gecinus vittatiis, apud Hume ^ Oates., S F. iii, p. 68 ; Artnstrong. 
S. F. IV, p. 310; Hmne cS* Bav. S. F. \i, p. 136; Hione, Cat. 
no. 171 bis ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 1C3, nec Tieill 

7ery similar to G. striolaius, but larger, the bill and tail longer, 
the malar band much more marked, owing to the feathers having 
much broader black median stripes, the scale-like markings on the 
lower parts much broader, so that the lower coloration is alto- 
gether darker, the greenish brow*n predoinmatmg over the white 
on the abdomen and especially on the lower tail-coverts, whilst the 
reverse is the case in G. sinolahts. As a rule in the present 
species the rump is greenish yellow, not clear yellow or orange.. 
The upper parts are generally green as in G. stnolatus, but are 
sometimes darker and sometimes bronzy green. 

Irides dull lake ; biU above dark, below yellowish, orbits slate- 
lavender ; legs greenish {Witrdlaw Bam say). 

Length 13; tail 4'2 ; wing 5’6 , tarsus IT ; bill from gape 1*6. 

Distribution. Throughout Arrakan, Pegu and Tenasserim, and 
down the Malay Peninsula to Salanga and into Siam. 


950, Gecinus occipitalis. The Black-naved Green Wood 2 Jechei\ 

Pious occipitalis, Vigors, P. Z. S, 1830, p 8 ; Blgth, J. A. S. B. 
p. 922 ; xii, p. 1002 ; xiv, p. 191. 

Piciis barbatiis, Gray in JHardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. xxxi, fig. 2 
(1830-32). 

Gecinus occipitalis, Blyih, Cat. p. 58; Horsf M. Cat. ii, p. 661; 
Je 7 'd B. I. i, p 287 , Godw.-Aust. J. A. iS B. xxxix, p. 267 ; 
xlv, p. 70 ; Coci Marsh. S. F. i, p. 350 ; Hume, S. F. lii, P* 70 ' 
V, p, 26 ; XI, p. 62 ; id. Cat. no. 172 ; Blyth Wald. Birds Bui*m 
p. 76; Hume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, p. 137 ; Oates, S. F. \iii, p. 165 ; 
Sadly, ibid. p. 248 ; Bingham, S F. ix, p. 164 ; Oates, B. B, 
ii, p. 51 ; Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 410 ; Sahadon, Ann. Mus. Civ ^ 
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Ge 7 i (2) iv, p. 579; v, p. 560; Han'gitt^ IbiSp 1888, p Oj id. Cat, 
B, M, x\ m, p. oG ; Oaten i)i Himie's K, ^ JE. 2nd ed. ii, p. 299 , 
Skai'gep Yai hand Mm,p AveSp p. 109. 

Mong-chohj Lepcha. 

Coloration, Male, forehead and crown crimson ; plumes over 
nostrils, upper lores, a line above the grey snpercilium, occiput 
and short occipital crest, and a broad malar stripe from the lower 
mandible black ; the occiput and malar stripe more or less mixed 
with grey ; sides of head, including lower lores, supercilia, area 
below eye, and ear- coverts, ashy grey : sides of neck, hind neck, 
and back moderately bright green, general^ tinged with bright 
yellow on the rump and occasionally with orange, but sometimes 
only brighter green ; secondarv wing-coverts, tertiaries, and outer 
webs of secondaries yellowish olive ; quills dark brown, the inner 
w'ebs, except near the tips, with imperfect white bars, the outer 
webs of the primaries with equidistant white spots, primary-coverts 
barred , tail-featliers black, with greenish edges near the base, the 
median pair with imperfect greenish-drab bars; breast green, 
duller and more olivaceous than the back, passing into greyish 
white on the throat and chin, and into ashy grey or sometimes 
brownish grey on the abdomen ; lower wing-coverts banded white 
and brown. 

Female, Whole forehead, crown, and nape black, the sides of 
the leathers grey, producing a stnped appearance. 

The young is duller m colour and the lower plumage and tail- 
feathers are barred. 

Bill dull blackish brown ; eyelids purplish brown ; iris dull red ; 
legs dull green ; claws greenish horn-colour {Oates), 

Length 12*5 ; tail 4*7 (3*8 to 5*1) ; wung 5*6 ; tarsus 1 2 ; bill 
from gape 1*7. 

Bistnhation. From Murree and Kashmir throughout the Hima- 
layas to Assam and Yunnan at modei’ate elevations, up to about 
8000 feet to the westward and 5000 in Sikhim ; also the countries 
between Assam and Burma, throughout Burma and in Siam. 

EaUtSp ^'c. Breeds in the Himalayas from the middle of May to 
the middle of June, laying four, five, or sometimes six w’hite eggs, 
moderately glossy or very polished, in a hole, usually bored in the 
stem of a tree, but much nearer the ground than in the case of 
G, sguamatas. The average size of the eggs is 1*14 by *88. 


951. Gecinus chlorolophus. The Small IRmalayan 
Yelloiv-najged Woodjgeeker, 

3?icus chlorolophus, Vieill, Nouv, Did, ^JEKst, Nat, xx.Yip p. 78 (1818). 
Picus uepaulensis, Orag in Hardw, III, Ind, Zool. i, pi. xxxi, fig. 1 
(183042). 

Gecinus chloropus, Blythp Cat, p, 58 ; Tytlerp A, M, N, H, (2) xiii, 
p. 367 (1854> 

Ohrysophlegma chlorolophus, JSorsf. <S* M, Cat, p. 662; Jerdonp 
B, I, ip p. 289 ; Oodw.-Amt, J. A, S, B, xxsdx, pt. 2, p. 97 ; xlv, 
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pt. 2, p. 70 ; Iliane, S. F ni, p. 71 ; v, p. 26 , xi, p* 62 , id. Cat. 
no. 174 ; Blt/fh Wald. Birds Bimn. p 76, Himie § Lav S. F 
Tij p. 138; Ball., B F. vn, p. 206, Bcullt/, B. F vni, p. 249; 
Bmjham, S. F. ix, p. 104 ; Oates, B. B ii, p 4o , O H. T. Mar- 
shall, ibis, 1884, p. 410; Balmdori, Aym. Mus Ctv Gm. 2, iv, 
p. o78; p. o6o; \ii, p. 379. 

Geciniis chlorolophus, 1888, p. 184; id Cat. B. M. 

xviii, p. 39 ; Oates in Ilmne's K. 4* F. h, p. 300. 

The Lessei Yelloic-naped IT .Terdon 

Coloration. Male. Kasai plumes and a line above lores black ; 
forehead, a stripe from the forehead on each side of the crown to 
the nape, and the tips of the feathers forming a malar stripe^ on 
each side of the lower mandible crimson ; crown of head olive- 
green. some of the occipital feathers occasionally tipped crimson ; 
nuchal crest of loose-textured feathers ending in filaments golden 
to orange-yellow ; back, w’lng-coverts, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
bright yellowish green ; lores and a band beneath the eye and 
ear-coverts, also a narrow line over the eye, whitish ; ear-coverts 
pale olive; quills dark brovra, the inner webs, except near the 
tips, with squarish white spots; outer webs of primaries near 
their base, and outer Tvebs of secondaries throughout red bordered 
with green; a few small white spots (sometimes wnnting) on 
outer webs of primaries ; tail black, the median feathers with 
bronzy-green edges near the base ; lower parts oHve ; chin, throat, 
abdomen, under wing-coverts, and lower tail-coverts barred with 
white or gi’eenish w'hite. 

Female. Ko crimson on the forehead, sides of head above the 
eye, nor on malar stripe, but there is a band on each side of the 
occiput ; otherwise the plumage resembles that of the male. The 
young are duller, the low’er parts dusky, not green, and barred or 
spotted throughout. 

Bill yellowish-green horny, culmen and tip dark plumbeous ; 
irides carmine-red ; orbital skin bluish plumbeous ; tarsi dingv 
green ; claws pale horny {BcuUy). 

Length 10*5 ; tail 4 ; wing 5*4 , tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*25. 

Jhstribution. The lower Himalayas up to about 10,000 feet, as far 
wesras Obamba, also Assam, Oachar, Tipperah, Manipur, Arrakan, 
Burma generally, and Tenasserim. A specimen referred to this 
species has been obtained from Perak. This Woodpecker has been 
reported from Orissa, but its occurrence in the Indian Peninsula 
must be regarded as doubtful. 

Habits, ^e. Like other members of the genus, this green Wood- 
pecker sometimes feeds on the ground. In Burma it is found 
both in thick forests and open tree-jungle. The nest has been taken 
in Sikkim in April, and contained three eggs, one measuring 1*14 
by *72. The nest-hole w*as 14 feet from the ground m the stem 
of a dry tree, the eggs white and glossy. 
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£)52. Gecinus chlorogaster. The Soiitk-Indlan Yelhw-mped 
Woodpecker. 

Braeliyloplius mentalis, ainid Jerdon^ Madr. Jour. L. S xi, p. 214 
(1840), nec Picus mentalis, Temin. 

Picus cMorigaster, Jerdon^ Madr. Jour. L S. xiii, pt. 2, p. 139 
(1844) 

Picus (Chloropicus) xanthoderus, Malherbe, Rev. Zool. 1845, p. 402. 

Gecinus chlorigaster, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xv, p. 16 ; Margitt, Ibve, 
1888, p 180 ; %d. Cat B. M. x\iii, p. 62 

Gecmus chlorophanes, Blyth, Cat. p 59, Layard, A. M N. H. (2) 
xiii, p 448 (1854). 

Chrysophlegma chloroplianes, Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 290 ; Holdsworth, 
R. Z. S. 1872, p. 428, Legge, Ibis, 1874, p. 15, 1875, p. 283; 
Bourdillon, 3 F. iv, p 390. 

Chrysophlegma xanthoderus, p 397. 

Chrysophlegma chloiigaster, Hume, 3 vii, p. 517 ; id Cat. no. 175 ; 
Butler, S F. ix, p 380 ; Davidson, 8. F. x, p 298 ; Davison, ibid. 
p 355, Taylor, %bid. p. 4e57 ; Barnes, Birds Bom p. 117. 

The Southern Yelloic-naped Woodpecker, Jerdon, Rackcha koeralla, 
Cingalese. 

Coloration. Male. JSTasal plumes brownish black; forehead, 
crown, occiput (feathers elongated), and malar stripe crimson, only 
the tips ot the feathers red and the dusky bases conspicuous ; 
nuchal crest yellow, the feathers loose-textured ; back, scapulars, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts green ; wmg-coverts yellow bronze- 
green, tinged ^yith red towards the shafts ; quills brownish black, 
the inner webs, except near the tips, with round white spots: 
outer webs of primaries near base and of secondaries throughout 
red, bordered with bronze-green, a few small white spots on outer 
webs of primaries ; tail black or brownish black ; lores whitish ; 
sides of head and neck and all lower parts dull olive, spotted or 
barred with white on the chin, throat, and abdomen, or in the 
young almost throughout, but generally the breast is unspotted. 

Female. Forehead and crown dark olive, the occiput alone being 
crimson, and there is no malar stripe ; otherwise as in the male. 

Bill slaty greenish, yellow beneath; legs dull green; irides 
reddish brown {Jerdon). 

Length 9*5 ; tail 3*25 (varying from 2*9 to 5*6) ; wing 4*65 ; 
tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 1*05. 

D%stTi'but%on. The hills in the neighbourhood of the Western 
coast of India as far north as Khandesh, also in the greater part 
of Ceylon. This Woodpecker is not found above 5000 feet on the 
Nilgiris. It occurs in the Wynaad and Mysore, but not to the 
eastward. 

Habits, ^c. This bird has a plaintive call, which it frequently 
utters when perched on the upper branch of a high tree. It 
often, like other Gectni, feeds on fallen trees on the ground, 
and according to Lajard breaks into dried cowdung in search of 
insects. Legge found ants besides coleoptera in the stomach of 
those he examined. 
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9o3. Grecinus pnniceiLS. The Grimson-ivintjed Green 
Woodiiecler, 

Piciis piimceus, Uorsf Trans, Limi, Sac xiii, p 17G (1851). 

Geciniis punicous, Blyth, Cat p. 59; Rargitt^ Ihis, 1888, p. 170; id. 
Cat J?. .tlT. xMii, p 04. 

Vemlia puiiicea, Jlorsf, vj* J/. Cat ii. X)' 

Chrjsophlegma piiniceus, Blyth, Birds p. 77 , Hume, S, F, 

iii, p 354 , Oates, B B, li, p. 44. 

Callolophufc. puniceus, Hume § Dav S, F. n, p. 139 , Hume, Cat, 
no 175 ter. 

Coloration, Male, Xasal plumes and a hue o\er the lores 
bro^msh black ; forehead, cro^m, nape, and broad malar stripe 
crimson, this colour descending for some distance behind the ear- 
coverts ; nuchal crest of loose-textured feathers yellow ; back and 
scapulars green, more or less olivaceous; lower back and rump 
the same, the feathers edged with pale yellow ; wing-coverts, 
whole outer webs of secondaries, and basal portion of outer webs 
of primaries deep crimson; tips of secondaries and tertiaries 
green ; remainder of quills dark brown, outer webs of primaries 
sometimes with a few white spots ; inner webs of all with larger 
white spots or imperfect bars , tail black ; sides of head dull olive ; 
chin and throat light brown or brownish olive; sides of neck 
and lower parts ohve-green ; the flanks spotted with w^hite. 

ThQ female has no malar band, butothen^e precisely resembles 
the male. Young birds are duller in colour and have the low^er 
parts browner and spotted more or less throughout. 

Upper mandible black ; lower mandible and edges of upper at 
gape dark greenish yellow ; iris crimson ; orbital skin lavender- 
blue ; legs and feet pale green (jDavison), 

Length 10 5; tail 3 75; wing o’lo; tarsus *9; bill from 
gape 1-4. 

Distnhution, The Malay Peninsula, extending into Southern 
Tenasserim as far north as Tavoy ; and to the southward to 
Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

Habits, According to Davison this Woodpecker inhabits 
evergreen forests. It is very noisy in the evening and has a 
peculiar note, which it utters from the top of a high tree. It is 
usually seen singly and has not been observed on the ground. 

954. Q-ecinus nigrigenis. The Bed-rimjyed Green Woodjgecher, 

Geciniis erythropygius, apml Wardl Ramsay, F Z. S, 1874, p 215, 
^ XXXV ; Walden, Ibis, 1875, pp 148,463; id, xn Blytlis Birds 
Bxinn, p. 76 ; Oates, F, x, p. 191 ; id, B, B li, p. 55 ; Bargitt, 
Ibis, 1888, p. 189, nec Flliot 

Gecinus nigngenis, Hume, F, A, S, B, 1874, p. 106 ; S F, ii, 
pp. 444, 471 ; td. Cat, no. 171 ter ; Hume Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 136 ; 
Bingham, 8, F ix, p. 163 ; Haigilt, Cat, B, M, xviu, p. 07 ; Oates 
in Humds N. (!(• F. 5iid ed. ii. p. 300. 

Gohration, Male, Cap including the sides of the head and 
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nuchal crest black, except an area of variable size on the crown, 
which is cnmson ; back, scapulars, wing-coverts, and upper tail- 
coverts yellowish green ; rump bright scarlet, sometimes mixed 
with yellow (the latter may show immaturity) ; quills dark 
brown, the inner webs with white bands, outer webs of 
primaries with white spots, outer webs of secondaries through- 
out and of primaries near the base yellowish green ; tail black, 
the median feathers with green edges tow^ards the base; chin, 
throat, sides of neck, and upper breast yellow, shading o:2 
on the lower breast into the colour of the abdomen, which is whitish 
with scale-like brown markings formed by mtramarglnal bands and 
shaft-lines to the feathers, these markings bemg broader on the 
lower tail-co verts. 

female w’ants the red of the crown, but otherwise resembles 
the male. In some specimens of bolh sexes there is a white or 
yellow" line behind the eye. 

Bill dark horny; iris sulphur-yellow"; legs and feet dark green; 
claw’s horny {Bingliam), The basal portion of the lower mandible 
is yellow" to a variable extent-. 

Length 12*75 ; tail 5 ; wing 6*3 ; tarsus 1*2 ; bill from gape 1*6. 

Distrihution. Brom Karennee and Toungngoo in the north to 
Southern Tenasserira. A specimen has also been received at the 
British Museum from Siam. The true G. erytliro^ygiiis^ from 
Cochin China and Laos, has a white bill. 

Habits, ^ 0 . This beautiful green Woodpecker keeps to the drier 
and more thinly w"ooded Tenasserim hills, and is chiefly found in 
eng- {Di;pterocarj[>us) and bamboo-jungle. According to Bingham 
its note is peculiar and consists of 12 to 15 whistled notes, the 
flrst high and shrill, the others descending in the scale. The nest, 
containing tw’O glossy white eggs measuring 1*18 by *93, was 
found by the same observer in a pynkado-trec {Xylia) on 
March 18th. 


&enus CHRYSOPHLEGIMA, Gould, 1849. 

Bill more curved than in Gecinus ; culmen blunt, nasal ridge 
almost obsolete. A moderately long nuchal crest. The coloration 
above is similar to that of Gecinus, green being the prevailing tint, 
the crest is yellow and the quills barred with rufous. Below, 
except on the throat, the colour is nearly uniform. The sexes are 
distinguished by difference of colour in the chin and malar region, 
not on the crown. This genus ranges from the Himalayas to 
Borneo and Java. 


Key to tlie Sj^edes, 

Upper surface of wings green * . C, flaiinuduijV* 28. 

Upper surface of wings red G, hutnhf p. 28. 
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9oo. ChrysopMegma fLavinticlia. The Large Yelloiu-najped 
Woodpecker, 

Picus iia^inuclia, Gould ^ P Z. S, 1833, p 120, BlgthjJ A, iS, B, 
xii, p. 1003. 

Drjotomus flavigula, Hodgmny J A. S. B, \i, p. lOG, 

Gecinus flavinucha, BlgfJi, Cat, p 58. 

ChrysopLlegnia flavinuclia, Gould, B Asia, vi, pi. xxxvi ; Horsf ^ M, 
Cat, ii, p. 602 ; Jei don, B. I, i, p 289 , id Ibis, 1872, p 9 ; Hxime 
Oates, ill, p 71 . Ilmne c5* lngh<i, S F. v, p. 26 , Godto.-Aust. 
J. A S B xxxix, pt. 2, p 97 ; Bli/th Sc Wald Birds Burtn. p. 76 , 
Hume ($• Bav S F, vi, p. 137 ; Hume, Cat. no 173 j id. 3. F. xi, 
p 62 , Oates, B. B li, p 43 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 1886, p. 262 ; %d. Cat. 
B. M xvm, p. 127. 

Mong-kli~ong, Lepciia. 

Coloration. 2Iale. Top and sides of head olive, more or less 
passing into rufous-brown on the forehead and crown and some- 
times on the occiput, ear-coverts a little paler ; nuchal crest of 
loose-textured feathers orange or golden yellow ; whole back and 
outer surface of wings glossy yellowish green ; quills dark brown, 
broadly banded on both webs, except towards the tips, with pale 
chestnut ; tail black, the middle feathers with olive fringes towards 
the base ; malar region, chin, and throat pale yellow; sides of neck 
deep olive ; feathers of fore neck white, each with a large terminal 
olive spot, forming a mixed pattern of olive and white ; breast 
ohve, passing on the abdomen into ashy grey or ashy brown. 

Female. The malar region, chin, and throat rufous brown instead 
of yellow. 

Bill dusky bluish white; iris red; eyelids and gape greenish 
blue ; legs dusky blue ; claws horn-colour {Oates). 

Length 13 ; tail 5 , wing 6*5 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1*6. 

Bistnbiihon. The Himalayas as far west as Mussooree, chiefly 
between about 2000 and 7000 feet. This bird has not been 
recorded further west, but to the eastward it ranges through 
Assam, Cachar, Arrakan, Pegu, Karennee, and Northern Tenasserim 
to a little south of Moulmein. 

Haht% This Woodpecker inhabits forests and feeds fre- 
quently on the ground. The nidification has not been observed. 


956. ChrysopHegma humii. The Cheguered-throated 
Woodpeclcer, 

Gecinus mentalis, apud Blytli, Cat. p 59 (nec Picas mentalis, Termn.), 
Chrysophlegma mentalis, apud BMh, Birds Burma, p. 76. 
Callolophus mentalis, apud Hume q Bav, 3 F vi, p. ife; Hume, Cat. 
no. 175 bis ; Oates, B. B, ii, p 46. 

ChrysopHegma squamicolle, apud Hargitt, Ibis, 1880, p. 269 {nec 
Picus squamieoUis, Lesson). 

Chrysophlegma humii, Hargitt, Ibis, 1889, p. 231 , id. Cat. B. M. 
xvm, p, 126. 

Coloration. Male. Top and sides of head olive-green ; occipital 
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crest of loose-textured feathers bright yellow; back, scapulars, 
tertianes, and rump olive-green, paler than the head ; wing-coverts, 
outer borders of secondaries throughout, and of primaries near 
base dull red; remainder of wing-feathers brown, secondaries 
broadly barred on the inner webs and primaries on both webs, 
except near the tips, with rufous ; tail black ; a broad malar band 
from the lower mandible dark olive, sometimes browm, spotted 
with white ; feathers of the chm and throat white, each with a 
broad brown shaft-stripe; sides of neck, fore neck, and upper 
breast bright chestnut, this colour passmg round to the hind neck 
behind the crest ; lower parts from breast olive-green, rather more 
olive than the back. Under wing-coverts barred brown and pale 
rufous or dirty orange. 

In the female the chin and malar band are chestnut like the 
breast and not spotted. 

Upper mandible dull black, lower mandible and edges of upper 
near nostrils pale plumbeous ; irides deep red ; orbital skin green ; 
legs and feet green ; claws plumbeous. 

Length 11 ; tail 3*9 ; wing 5*25 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

DistnbiiUon. Malayan Peninsula, Borneo and Sumatra, extend- 
ing north into the southern extremity of the Tenassenm provinces, 
where this Woodpecker is rare. The true (7. mentale, long sup- 
posed to be identical viith the present species, is peculiar to Java. 


aenus CALLOLOPHTJS, Salvadori, 1874. 

This genus was proposed for three species : G.puniceus^ which 
belongs to Qecinus, G, menfalis {Ghrysophlegma and 

G. malaccemis, no type being named. The last-named species has 
been placed in GhrysojfhUgma by Hargitt, but it and its near ally 
G, miniahis, which is confined to Java, exhibit a widely different 
coloration from that characteristic of GJtrysopMegma^ the plumage 
being barred both above and below. This is, I think, especially 
amongst Woodpeckers, a more important generic distinction than 
slight differences in the form of the bill. 

Gallolophus has a long and broad occipital crest, and the bill is 
shorter, more curved, and broader at the base than that of 
GJirysojfhlegma, 

957. CaUolophxis malacceusis. The Banded Bed Woodj^ecker, 

Pious malaccensis, Lath, Ind, Orn. i, p. 241 (1790) ; Blytkf J. A, S. B, 
xiv, p. 192, 

Gecinus malaccensis, Blyth, Cat, p. 59. 

Ohrysophlegma malaccensis, B, F, iii, p. 324. 

Callolophus malaccensis, Balvad, Arm Mvs, Civ, Oen. v, p. 50 ; 
jkvme ^ JGav, 8 , F vi, pp. 140, 601 ; Cat, no. 175 quat. ; 

Oates, B, B, ii, p. 47. 

Chroopnlegma malaccense, JEargitt, Ibis^ 1886, p. 276; id. Oat, 
M, M, xviii, p. 122. 
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Qolomtion, Male. Nasal plumes brown ; forehead, lores, crowu, 
occiput, and upper part of long occipital crest dull crimson ; lower 
and longer feathers of the crest pale yellow ; on the sides of the 
head the feathers are brown, tipped with crimson, sometimes 
with terminal whitish spots ; hind neck and back dull olive-green 
with wavy bufE or yellow cross-bars ; the feathers of the lower 
back and rump edged \\ith pale yellow ; upper tail-coverts bro^^m 
with a few bu:ffi spots ; sides of neck and of back more or less tinged 
■\\ ith crimson ; scapulars and whole outer surface of wing dull 
crimson hke the head ; quills dark brown, the inner webs of all 
with pale rufous bars, outer webs of primaries with rufous spots ; 
chin, throat, and sides of neck light rufous brown, sometimes 
speckled ^ith buff and dusky, and passing on the breast into the 
colour of the remaining underparts, which are marked with alter- 
nate undulating bars of dark brown and rufous white. 

In the female there is no crimson on the forehead or on the sides 
of the head in front of the ear-coverts, these with the chin and 
throat are dark brown and speckled, each feather tipped dusky 
with a terminal white spot. Young birds are dull pale brown 
beneath with ill-marked dark bars. 

Upper mandible black, lower bluish white ; hides red ; eyelids 
grev ; legs and feet xiale dingy green (Davison), 

Length 10 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 5 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, extending 
into Southern Tenasserim as far north as Tavoy. 

Habits, According to Davison this Woodpecker is found 
in evergreen forests and mangro\e swamps. It is never seen on 
the ground, and is generally solitary. 


Genus GECINULUS, Blyth, 1845. 

Only three toes present, the hallux or inner posterior digit 
wanting. Bill short, compressed ; culmen blunt, nearly straight ; 
nasal ridge obsolete ; nostrils close to base of bill ; nasal plumes 
short. Tail-feathers broad, not acuminate ; outer pair longer than 
coverts, but much shorter than the rest, which are regularly 
graduated. Crest short, inconspicuous. 

Plumage of head pale and yellowish, of upper parts red or green, 
of lower parts umform olive or brown. Males with a red crown, 
females without. Two species, both 'i^ithin our area. 


Key to the Species. 

Above dull red G, grantia^ p. 30. 

Above green G, viridis, p. 31. 


958. Gecinulns gprantia. The Northern Pale-headed Woodpeclcer, 
Pious (Chrysonotus) grantia, McClelland, P, Z, 8, 1839, p. 165. 
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Gecinulus grantia, Mytli, J, A, S. B. xiv, p. 193 , id. Cat, p. 60 , 
Ilo)sf (§ M, Cat, ii, p. 660 ; Jerdo7i^ B, 1 1, p 292 ; Bulger. Ibie, 
1869, p, 157; Godw,~Aust, J. A S, B, xlui, pt. 2, p, !155, xl\, 
pt. 3, p 70 ; Bfiwze Ingks, 3, F. v, p. 26 ; Bume^ Vat no. 177 ; 
id 8. F. XI, p, 60 ; Banjitt, Cat B, m xviii, p lOi. 

The Pale-headed Woodpecker, Jerdon ; Fa-ter^ Lepclia ; Koria, Dafla. 

Coloi^atwn, Male, Forehead, lores, cheeks, and chin light brown ; 
crown pink, the feathers edged with deeper red ; occiput and nape 
with the ear-coverts dull olivaceous yellow; upper parts from 
neck dull red, tail-feathers edged \^ith the same; primary-coverts 
dull yellow ; quills and tail-feathers brown, barred or spotted on 
both webs with rufous w'hite , lower parts dark olive, paler and 
yellower on throat and light brown on the chin ; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries dusky brown with rufous spots. 

In the female the red of the crox^m is wanting, and the whole 
head is dull yellow. 

Bill bluish white, darker blue at the base ; irides red ; legs pale 
dusky green (Jerdon), 

Length 10 ; tail 3'7 ; wing 5 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

Bistnhution, Common in the Eastern Himalayas, chiefly between 
2000 and 5000 feet as far west as Nepal ; found also in Assam, 
the hill-ranges to the south, Cachar and Manipur. A specimen is 
also recorded from Laos (Siam). 

Bahits, 4'c, According to Jerdon this Woodpecker has a squeaking 
note. Hume met with it in Manipur m pairs. 


959. Q-ecinultis viridis. The Southern Pale-headed Woodpecker, 

Gecinulus viridis, Blgth, J, A, 8. B, xxxi, p 341 (1863) ; Bume^ 
8, F, n, p. 472, ix, p. 112 ; id. Cat, no. 177 bis ; Bume ^ Oates, 
8, F, ill. p 71 ; Blyth Wald, Birds Burm. p. 77 ; Bume 4r JDav, 
8, F, vi, p. 144 ; Bingham, 8, F, ix, p. 164 ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 41 , 
Bargitt, Cat, B, M, xviii; p. 136. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead, lores, and sides of head yellowish 
brown ; sides of neck more yellow, this colour extending round 
the neck behind the occipital crest, which, with the crown, is bright 
crimson ; back, scapulars, wing-coverts, and outer margins of wing- 
feathers, except of primaries towards their tips, yellowish olive, 
the rump-feathers the same, but narrowly edged and tipped with 
scarlet or orange ; quills brown, with white spots on the inner 
webs, and sometimes indistinct pale spots on the outer; tail- 
feathers brown, the outer webs border^ with olive-yellow near 
the base, the inner webs of all but the middle pair spotted with 
white ; lower parts dark ohve-green to greenish brown ; throat 
more yellow. 

Female, No red on head, which is yellowish brown throughout, 
much yellower on the nape, so as to have a broad yellow coflar. 

Bill pale bluish white, strongly tinged with blue at base ; irides 
brown ; legs, feet, and daws pale (iii% green (Davison), 
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Length 10*5 ; tail 3*9 ; wing 5-2 ; tarsus 1 , bill from gape 1*2. 

Dish'ihution, Common in the Pegu hills between Thayet Myo 
and Toungngoo, also throughout Tenasserim. The mo»st southern 
locality recorded is Kussoom, a little north of J unk Ceylon. 

Eabits, This Woodpecker inhabits both deciduous and ever- 
green forest, but is chiefly found on and amongst bamboos. 
According to Davison it occurs singly or in ])airs, never in parties. 

Genus HYPOPICUS, Bonap.. 

Bill slender, compressed, Iruncaled ; culmen sti*aight, ungulate ; 
nasal ridge strongly marked, but low down near the commissure 
and not extending more than halfway along the bill; nostrils 
basal, nasal plumes short ; gonys long, chin-angle near to 
the gape, much concealed by bristles , fourth (outer posterior) toe 
slightly longer than third (outer anterior). Head scarcely crested. 
Outer pair of tail-feathers shorter than coverts. Plumage soft, 
black and w^hite above, chestnut below ; crown of head red in 
males, black spotted with white in females. 

Only two species are known, one inhabiis the Himalayas, the 
other Northern China. 

960. HypopicxLS hypeiythrus. The Jinfous-leUied Pied 
Woodjyecker. 

Picus hyperythrus, Vigors^ P. Z, 8. 1831, p 23 ; Blyth, J. A, 8. B, 
XIV, p* l9d ; id Cat, p 63 , Blanjotd, J, A 8 B xh, pt. 2, p. 43. 

Hypopicus liyperythrus, Bonap Comp, Volmr, Zygod p. 8 , Honf 
M Cat. li/p. 675 ; Jerdon, B, L i, p 27G , id. Ibis, 1872, p. 7 ; 
Godw,~Avst. J. A. 8, B. xhii, pt. 2, p 155 ; Humej Cat. no. 101 ; 
id 8. F. xi, p. 59 , Hargittf Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 199 ; Oates in 
Hume^s N. »$' E. 2nd ed. ii. p. 301 , 8Jiarpe, xarlz. Miss.^ Aves^ 
p. 109. 



Eig 11.— Head oi H. hyperythriis, $ . 


Coloration. Male. Nasal plumes black, white at the base ; base 
of forehead sides of face, and chin grey (mixed black and white) ; 
lores, a stripe below the eye and a spot above and behind the eye 
pure white ; crown and nape crimson ; upper plumage from neck 
to rump broadly barred black and white; quills black, spotted 
on both w^ebs and tipped with white, inner webs of primaries 
unspotted near the tips ; four middle tail-feathers black, the next 
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pair black with fulvous-white spots on the outer webs ; the two 
outer large feathers on each side barred black and fulvous white ; 
sides of neck and lower parts from throat bright chestnut ; vent 
and lower tail-coverts hght cnmson ; thigh-coverts and under 
wing-coverts banded black and white ; asillaries white. 

Female, The crown and nape black, spotted vrith white. In 
young birds there are bars on the lower plumage. 

Bill black above, whitish beneath ; legs plumbeous (Jerdon), 
Bill pale yellow beneath {Godwin-‘ Austen), 

Length 8 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 5 ; tarsus 0*85 ; bill from gape 1. 

Bistnhution, Throughout the Himalayas from Murree to Sikhim 
and probably to Eastern Tibet, also in the Khasi, ^Nfaga, and Manipur 
hills, at 4000 to 5000 feet elevation. This Woodpecker has been 
obtained in Cochin China, but not in Burma. It ranges to a con- 
siderable elevation on the H imalayas, and is the commonest 
Woodpecker in the pine-forests of Sikhim, at 9000-12,000 feet 
above the sea. 

Halits, ^e. The nest has been observed by Col. C. H. T. Marshall 
at Murree, and the eggs taken towards the latter end of April. 
The nests were as usual mere holes m trees, and the eggs, de- 
posited on the bare wood, were regular ovals, pure white, measuring 
about *87 by *67. 


G-enus DENDEOCOPTJS, Koch, 1816. 

Bill wedge-shaped, upper mandible compressed towards the end ; 
culmen angulate, straight or very slightly curved, nasal ridge com- 
mencing halfway between culmen and commissure and extending 
more than half the length of the bill ; nostrils concealed by plumes, 
chin-angle similarly concealed ; gonys sharply angulate ; fourth 
(outer hind) toe longer than third (outer fore) ; occiput slightly 
crested, more in some species than in others ; wing rather pointed, 
the primaries exceeding the secondaries by about the length of the 
culmen. Upper plumage black and white, more or less in bars ; 
lower plumage white or fulvous, generally streaked brown or black, 
Crown and occiput wholly or partly red in males, black or brown in 
females. 

A large genus, of which the type is the European Pious major, 
and which ranges over almost the whole of Europe, Asia, and 
North America. Ten species occur within Indian limits. 

Key to the JSjpecies, 

a. Middle tail-feathers entirely black, outer 
barred white 
a\ Back entirely black. 

Lower parts not striated. 


a^. Scapulars black, 
a*. Under tail-coverts red, not ab- 
domen j crown red in c?, black 

in $ D, himak^enm, p, 34. 

TOL. 331. D 
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5^ Abdomen and imder tail-eovertfe 
red; crown always black, occi- 
put red m males only 

hK Scapulars white 

b”. Lower parts striated ; occiput red in ^ , 
black m $ . 

< 3 ®. Larger, wing 5 ; no red gorget , . . 
Smaller, wing 4 , no red gorget . . 
Smaller, wing 4 , a red gorget .... 
6'. Back transversely barred with white, 
c". Crown and occiput crimson in cJ, 
black in J . 

/3, Throat and fore neck uniform; breast 

spotted 

All lower parts except chm striated 
Crown umber-brown m both sexes; 
occiput crimson and yellow in 

dull yellow in 2 

h. AH tail-feathers parti-coloured black and 
white. 

c\ Small spots on breast. 

e”. Crown red. 

Crown black 

fZ'. Spots on breast broader than white spaces 
between. 

Crown and occiput red 

A". Crown and occiput brown 


JD. cabanisif p 35. 
D, smdmiusj p. 36, 


J). dcij'jilensis, p. 37. 
D. cathpharmsj p 37. 
D py-nhothovax, p 38. 


jD. macii^ p. 39 
D, atratiiSj p. 40 


2). auriceps, p. 40. 


D. pectoralis cf ; p- 41, 
D.pectoralis $;p. 41. 


JD. andamanensis S , p. 42. 
D. andamanensis $ , p 42.- 


961. Dendxocopus himalayeiisis. The Western II%malayan 
Pied Woodpecker, 

Picus himalayensis, Jard, Selby, 111, Orn. hi, pi. cxvi (c. 1835) 'y 
Sume, Cat, no. 154 , Wardl, Pams, Ibis, 1880, p. 50 ; Biddulph, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 48 , id, S, F, ix, p. 313 ; Scully, Ibis, 1881, p. 429 ; 
id, S, F. X, p. 101 ; a m T, Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 410. 

Picus himalayanus, Gray, Gen, B, li, p, 435 (1845) ; Blyth, J, A, S, B, 
xvi, p. 466 ; td!. Cat p. 62 ; Sorsf, M. Cat, ii, p. 670 ; Adams, 
P. Z. S. 1858, p. 475, partim ; 1859, p. 173 ; Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 269 ; 
Stoliczka, J, A, S, B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 20 ; Coch ^ Marsh, S, F, i,. 
p. 850; Beavan, Ibis, 1869, p. 412; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 0; 
Mume Menders, Lah, to Tarh, p. 179 ; Broolcs, S, F, iii, p. 232 ; 
Wardl, BaTM, Ibis, 1879, p. 447. 

Dendrocopus himalayensis, Margitt, Cat, B, M, xvhi, p. 220 ; Oates 
in Fbm£s 2nd ed. iL p. 301 , Sharpe, Tarh, Mm,, Aves, 

p.llO. 

The Himalayan Fed Woodpecker, Jerdon; Turkdn, Chamba. 

Coloration, Male, Nasal plumes black, white at base ; forehead 
brownish white ; crown and occiput crimson, the feathers dark 
grey at the base, then black and tipped with red ; lores, a narrow 
supercilium, and the sides of the face and neck white, often ful- 
vescent, and the ear-coverts in part black ; a black band from the 
lower mandible down each side of the neck, joined to the nape by 
a cross black band behind the ear-coverts ; hind neck, back, sear- 
pulars, rump, and upper tail-coverts glossy black ; wings and most 
of the wing-coverte black, the innermost median and gireater 
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coverts wholly or chiefly white, and the quills spotted ^tHith white 
on both webs, the spots forming interrupted bands ; the four 
median tail-feathers black ; the others banded fulvous white and 
black, and sometimes having the outer webs ahnost or entire!} 



Fig. 12 — Head of D. hmalayeoim cf 


white ; low^er parts light brownish grey, sometimes almost white ; 
the lower abdomen more fulvous ; vent and lower tail-coverts pale 
crimson. 

In the female the orovra and occiput are black, like the back. 

Bill leaden grey , upper mandible blackish ; irides red-brown ; 
legs and feet dark greenish brown. 

Length 9*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*35.. 

Cashmere birds are much paler beneath than those from other 
locahties, and are often almost white below. A male skin in the 
Hume Collection from Kotgarh has the lower parts from the 
breast suffused with red. 

Bistrihution. The Western Himalayas from Kumaun to Murree, 
also G-ilgit to the north, and Kuram in Afghanistan to the west. 
This Woodpecker breeds according to Hume between 3000 and 
8000 feet, but Jerdon found it common up to 10,000, Biddulph 
met with it between 9000 and 10,000 in G-ilgit, and Stoliczka up 
to 11,000 in Chini. 

Habits, Breeds from the middle of April to the end of May 
in holes in trees as usual, trunks of oaks being often selected. 
The eggs are 4 or 6 in number, glossy and white, and measure 
about 1 inch by *75. 

962. Bendrocopns cabanisi. The Chinese Pied Woodpecker, 

Kcus cabanisi, Malherbe, J. f, Om. 1854, p. 172. 

Hcus mandaxinus, MaUi. Bull. Boo. dHExst. Nat, Moselle, viii, p 17 
(1857) ; GodtWi-Aust, J. A, B. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 194: Hume. 8 , v, 
p. 63, xi, p. 66 J id, Ccct, no. 166 bis. 

Bendrocopua cabanisi, Hargitt, Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 218. 

This resembles B. himalayensis on the upper sur&ce, except in 
having the crown of the male black and the crimson confined to- 

1)2 
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the occiput. Below there is more difiereuce. In the present 
species the black malar band is much broader, and continued to 
the side of the breast, the feathers of the breast between the ends 
of the black bands are tipped -wuth red ; the chin, throat, and 
breast are fulvous brown ; abdomen and under tail-coverts crimson ; 
edge of wing, under wing-coverts, and axillaries white. 

Bill dark plumbeous Length 8; tail 3*4; wing 5; 

tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1'3. 

Distrihuhon, Throughout China ; two male specimens w’-ere ob- 
tained by Godwin-Austen at Gonglong in the Manipur hills. This 
Woodpecker appears not to have been observed elsewhere within 
Indian limits. 


963. Dendrocopus sindianus. The Sind Pied Woodpecker. 

Picas assimilis, JBonap. Consp. Valuer. Zygod. p. 8 (1854; 

descr. nuUa). 

Pious scindeanus, Gould, Hor^f. ^ M Cat. ii. p 671 (1856-68) ; 
Jardon, JB. I. i, p. 278 ; Hume, Ibis, 1870, p 529 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, 
p 7 , Hume <§* Menders. LaJi. to Yarh p 179, pi. ii ; Hume, S F. i, 
p. 170 ; Barnes, 8. F. ix, pp. 215, 453 ; Murray, Vert. Zool 8ind, 
p. 118 , 8t John, Ibis, 1889, p. 157. 

Picus sindianus, Blanf. East Pei s li, p. 132 ; Hume, Cat. no. 158 ; 
Eoig, 8. F. viii, p. 370; ix, p. 279; 8mnhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 102 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 112 ; Oates m Humds N. §• E. 2nd ed. ii, 
p. 303. 

Dendrocopus scindeanus, Hargitt, Cat. B. M xviii, p. 227. 

Coloration. Male. Nasal plumes white with black tips ; forehead 
white, sometimes buff or light brown ; crow’n and occiput crimson ; 
a malar band from lower mandible down the neck, back of neck, 
back, rump, and upper tail-coverts black ; lores, supercilia, sides 
of head and neck, scapulars and innermost median and gi'eater 
wing-coverts, together with the lower parts from the chin to the 
abdomen, under wing-coverts and axillanes, white ; lower abdomen, 
^^<^nt, and under tad-coverts crimson. Wings and tail similar to 
those of B. himalayemis, except that the wing-feathers are brown, 
that the white spots on both webs are much larger, and the unspotted 
tips of the primaries shorter. In some specimens too the three 
middle pairs of tail-feathers are entirely black. The wing is 
differently shaped, being shorter and rounder. 

In the female the crown and occiput are black. 

BiU bluish plumbeous; irides dark maroon; legs and feet 
greyish plumbeous (Butler) ; irides crimson (Barnes). 

Length 8*5 ; tail 3*1 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1*1. 
Bemales slightly smaller, and with a somewhat shorter bill. 

BistrUution. Throughout Sind, Baluchistan, and the Western 
Punjab as far north as Peshawar, Murree, and Sirsa, and w*estwards 
to Bampur in S.E. Persia. St, John obtained specimens, now in 
the British Museum, in the Kliwaja Amran range north-west of 
<Juetta, 
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Hahits^ This species is chiefly found in tamarisk scrub, 
which abounds in Sind and the neighbouring countries. It breeds 
in holes in tamarisk and babul (Acacia arabica) trees in March 
and April. 

964. Dendrocopus daijilensis. T/ie Darjeelincf Pied Woodpeckers 

Dendrocopus majoroides, Hodge, m Gray's Zool, Misc, p. 85 (1844 j 
descr. nulla). 

Picus (Dendrocopus) darjellensis, BlytJi, J, A, S B siy, p. 196 
(1846) 

Picus daijellensis, Blyth, J, A. S. B. xvi, p 466 ; id. Cat p. 62. 

Picus majoroides, Gray, Cat. Mamin lJc. Coil, Hodgs, pp 115, 155 
(1846) ; Horsf, ^ M Cat li, p. 671 ; Jerdm, J? Z i, p 270 ; id. 
Ibis, 1872, p. 7 , Bulge)’, Ibis, 1869, p. 156 j Godio ^Amt. J, A. S, B. 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 97 , Scully, S. F vui, p 244 ; Hume, Cat, no. 155 

Dendrocopus darjilensis, Hargitt, Cat. B M. xviii, p. 221 . 

The Darjeeling Black Woodpeckei , Jerdon, Sadyer'^mong-prekj'Lepge^s,. 

Coloration, Male. Nasal plumes black ; forehead, lores, narrow 
supercilium, and sides of face, including the ear-coverts, whity 
brown ; sides of neck behind the ear-coverts the same, washed with 
orange or golden yellow ; crown and upper surface generally 
glossy black, except the occiput and nape which are light crimson, 
and the innermost median and greater wing-coverts which are 
mostly or wholly white ; wmg-feathers black with white spots on 
both webs ; tail-feathers black, the median two pairs uniform, the 
others more or less barred with fulvous white ; chin whitish, ends 
of bristles black, throat light brown unstriped ; breast and abdomen 
yellowish fulvous, with longitudinal black streaks, becoming bars 
on the flanks ; vent and under tail-coverts light crimson. 

In the female the occiput and nape are black instead of red. In 
a young male, described by ScuUy, all the feathers of the crown 
were tipped with dull crimson. 

Upper mandible slaty black, lower grey horny ; orbital skin 
plumbeous; irides reddish brown to deep crimson; feet dingy 
green (Scully). 

Length 9*5 ; tail 3’75 ; wing 5 ; tarsus ‘9 ; bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution. Himalayas in Nep^ and Sikhim, from about 3000 
to 12,000 feet elevation, and eastward to Moupin and Western Se- 
chuan. This Woodpecker was also obtained m the North Oachar 
and Anghami N4ga hills by (9-odwin-Austen. 

Habits, ^'C, The breeding does not appear to have been recorded. 
This species was observed by Scully on moss-covered oaks, usually 
singly or m pairs high up on the trees. 


965. Dendrocopus cathphariTLS. The Lesser Pied WoodpecJcer. 

Picus (Dendrocopus) cathpharius, Hodgs., Blyth, J. A. 8. B, xii, 
p. 1006 (1843). 

Picus cathpharius, Blyth, Cat. p. 63 ; Hors/, ^ M Cat. ii, p. 673. 
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Jerdon, B L i, p, 271 ; Blmford^ J, A S B xli, pt 2, p. 156 ; 
6rodto,-Aust. J, A. S. B. xliii, pt, 2, p. 154 , Hmne, Cat. no 150 , 
id Si. F. xi, p. 57. ^ 

Dendrocopus cathipliarius, Hargitt, Cat B. M. xviii, p. 223 , Oates 
in JELumds N, ^ B. 2nd ed. ii, p. 302 

The Lesser Black Woodpecker^ Jerdon. 

Coloration, 2fale, Upper parts glossy black with the following 
-exceptions ; — the forehead is brownish white, the ends of the nasal 
bristles being black ; the occiput, nape, and sides of the neck are 
crimson, and some of the innermost greater and median coverts 
are in great part white ; quills black, with white spots on both 
webs and generally a spot at the tip ; inner webs of primaries 
unspotted near the tip ; tail-feathers black, the two median pairs 
unspotted, the remainder more or less barred with buff ; sides of 
head huffy white ; chin the same with some black mixed, a black 
malar band from lower mandible below ear-coverts and red of the 
neck to side of breast; throat uniform light brown, remainder of 
lower parts isabellme with longitudinal black streaks, that are 
broadest and most marked on the breast ; feathers in middle 
-of breast and under tail-coverts sometimes tipped with red ; under 
wing-coverts black and white, axillaries white. 

The female hsbs no red on the nape, but there is some on the 
sides of the neck, it is, however, fainter than in the male ; rufous 
gorget generally faint or wnnting. 

Bill bluish white; irides brown ; legs plumbeous (Jerdon). 

Length 7; tail 2*7; wing 4; tarsus '7; biU from gape *75. 
This species is ver}'- similar to JD, darjileyms, but much smaller. 

Bistrihutlon. Eastern Himalayas ; not rare in 8ikhim, where the 
range in elevation is similar to that of B. darjilemis, and extending 
mto Nepal. This "Woodpecker has only once been recorded from 
any locality out of the Himalayas ; a single specimen was obtained 
by G-odwin-Austen in the Naga hills. 

HahiU^ The eggs, which are pure white and fairly glossy, and 
measure about *77 by -61, are laid in April, as usual in a hole 
excavated in a tree. 

966, Dendrocopus pyrrhothorax. The Red-hreasted Pied 
Woodjpecher, 

Picus cathpharius, apud Godw -Aust. J. A. 8 B. xliii, pt 2, p. 164. 

Picus pyrrhothorax, Sume, 8. F x, p. 160 ; xi, p 57. 

Dendrocopus pyrrhothorax, Sargittj Cat B. M. xviii, p. 224, 
pi. iv. 

Khupv-v)oi>ru, Anghami Naga, 

This only differs from D. cathjfJiarius in having a distinct broad 
crimson gorget on the breast, and the under tail-coverts much more 
deeply tinged with red. The other differences pro\e to be merely 
individual. It was supposed from the only pair originally de- 
scribed that the sexes were alike and that both had the occiput 
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<*nmson, but a female in Col. Grodwin-Austen’s possession from the 
same locality as the types has the occiput black as in D. cathphmmis. 

There appears to be a passage from true catlijpharius into the 
present form, some specimens of the former from Sikhim and 
Bhutan having a considerable amount of red on the breast. 

Bill leaden dusky, paler at base of lower mandible ; irides lac- 
red ; legs and feet dull sap-green in the male, dusky lavender in 
the female {Hxmne), 

Size rather less than that of Z>. catlijpliarius. Length 6*8 ; 
tail 2 6 ; wmg 3*8 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from gape *8. 

Blstnhiition. Mr. Hume obtained two specimens (the types) at 
Aimole, in the Eastern Manipur hills. Col. Q-odwm-Austen also 
obtained a specimen at Aimole and two others in the Anghdmi 
jN'aga hills. jS"© others are known to me. 

967. Bendrocopus macii. T7ie Fiilvous-hreasteiL Tied Woodpeclce)\ 

Pieusmacei, VieilLNouv, Diet d^Hist A«f.xxvi,p. 80 (1818), Gray, 
in Sardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. xxxii ; Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p, 196 ; 
id Cat p. 65^ ; BLorsf. M. Cat. ii, p 672 , Jerdon, B 1. i. p. 272; 
id. Ibis, 1872, p. 7 : Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p 354 ; Layard, Ibis, 1868, 
p. 249 ; Godw.-Aiist J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 97 ; xlv, p. 70 ; 
xlvii, p. 22 ; Blanf. J. A 8. B. xh, pt. 2, p. 155 ; Coeh ^ C. K. T. 
Maish 8. F. i, p. 350 ; Ekme ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 123 ; Cripps, 8. F. 
vii, p. 261 ; Hume, Cat. no. 157 ; Scully, 8 F viii, p. 246 ; Inglk, 
8. F ix, p 247 ; Hume, 8. F xi, p. 67 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 33. 

Picas westermani, Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 163; Hume, 8. F. in, p. 411 ; 
id Cat no. ^ 157 quint. 

Bendrotypes macei, Blyth Sr Wald. Birds Burm. p 77. 

Bendrocopus macii, Hargttt, Cat. B. M. xviu, p. 260 ; Oates in Harness 
A'.(^if2nded.ii,p. 303. 

The Indian Spotted Woodpecker, Jerdon. 

Coloration. Male. Nasal plumes black towards the tips ; narrow 
forehead brownish buff; crown and occiput crimson; sides of 
head and neck, including lores, supercilia, and ear-coverts, brownish 
white ; a black stripe from the lower mandible to each side of the 
neck not jomed to the black of the dorsal region ; hind neck, 
upper back, and upper tail-coverts uniform black ; remainder of 
upper parts barred black and white ; wings and their coverts 
black ; median and greater coverts and quills with white spots, 
the latter on both webs ; tail black, the two outer pairs of large 
feathers barred with buffy white, and sometimes a few white spots 
on the next pair ; chin, throat, and fore neck uniform light rufous 
brown; breast and abdomen isabelline, with black longitudinal 
spots on the breast, famt striae on the abdomen, and bars on the 
ffanks ; vent and lower tail-coverts bright crimson ; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries white, the former barred or spotted with 
black. 

In female the crown and occiput are black. 

Bill dusky plmnbeous, reddish beneath; irides brown; feet 
plumbeous (Jerdon). 
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LeDgtL 7*5 ; tail 3 ; wmg 4*3 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

ZHstrihution. Along the base of the Himalayas from near Murree 
to Tipper Assam, ascending the outer hills to an elevation of 5000' 
or 6000 feet in the Western Himalayas. This species occurs also 
throughout Lower Bengal ; it is common around Calcutta, and 
was obtained by Mr. Brooks at Mudhupur in the Sonthal Pergun- 
nahs ; it also occurs in Tipperah and as far south as Akyab, where 
it is common, and in Cachar and Manipur. Its occurrence farther 
south IS doubtful ; it was said by Lord Walden to have been 
obtained by Wardlaw Earn say in Karennee, but there are no 
specimens in bis collections now in the British Museum ; and it 
was formerly reported from Tenasserim, the Malay Peninsula, and 
Ceylon, but the reports are discredited by later writers. 

Eahits^ Breeds in March, April, and May, laying about 
three white eggs in a hole in a tree as usual. Eggs measure about 
•9 by *67. 


968. Dendrocopus atratus. TJie Sb^iin-hnasiecl Tied 
Woodj^ecker, 

Picus atratus, JBlyth, J. A. S, B, xvni, p. 803 (1849) j xxviii, p j 
id. Cat. p. 313 ; Eume, S. F. ii, p 471 ; xi, p, 58 ; %d. Cat. 
no. 157 quat.j Walden^ Ibis, 1876, p. 343, pi. ix, Oodw.-Aust. 
J. A. S. M xlv, pt. 2, p. 193 ; Mmne Bav. S. F. vi, pp. 123, 
500 ; Oates, B. M. ii, p. 34 ; JSalvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 12 a) v. 
p. 564 ; vii, p. 378. 

Dendrotypes ati'atus, Bh/tk ^ Wald. Biids Burm. p. 77. 

Dendrocopus atratus, JSargitt, Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 263, 

Similar to D. mam, except that the sides of the head and neck 
are purer white, and that all the lower parts except the chin are 
boldly streaked longitudinally with black, the breast especially > 
the abdomen, too, is yellower. 

Upper mandible dull black, dark brown, or homy brown ; lower 
mandible pale plumbeous or bluish white; irides hght wood to' 
deep brown ; legs and feet dark plumbeous {Bavuon). 

Length 8*25 ; tail 3 ; wing 4*75 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Zhstribuiion. Manipur; iSarennee and Tenassenm hills as far 
south as Muleyit, east of Moulmein, also Laos. Only found on 
hills, and not below about 3000 feet elevation. 


969* Dendrocopus auriceps. The Broivn-fronted Pied 
Wood^eclcer. 

Picus auriceps, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 44 (published Apr. 6, 1831). 
Picus brumufrons. Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 176 (Mar. 2, 1882) s 
Blyih, Cat p. 62 ; Jerdm, ibis, 1872, p. 7. 

Leiopicus bnmnifrons, ^ M. Cat. li, p. 674. 

Picus bnumeifirons, Jerdm, B. I. i, p. 273; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 20; Beavai^ Ibis, 1869, p. 412; Hume. Cat. 
no. 159 ; C. PL. T. Marshall, Ibis, 18^, p. 410. 
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Dryobates brunneifrons, Tytler^ Ibis, 1808, p. 202. 

Picus incognitus, Scully, S. F. viii, p 246. 

Dendrocopus brunneifrons, Sargitt, Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 264 ; Oates 
in Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. li, p. 304, Sharpe, Yart. Miss., Aves, 

p. 110. 

The BroioU’-fronted Woodpecker, Jerdon. 

Coloration, Male, Porebead and crown umber-brown ; occipital 
crest golden yellow in front and crimson behind ; sides of the 
head and neck and the chin white finely mixed with black ; ear- 
coverts very pale brown; a brown malar band on each side passing 
into a broad black stripe that breaks up into black spots on the 
sides of the neck ; upper parts from the nape, wings, and tail as 
in B, macii-, lower parts, from throat to abdomen inclusive, 
fulvescent white, longitudinally streaked with black, middle of 
abdomen tinged with yellow; lower abdomen and under tail-coverts 
pale crimson ; under wing-coverts white with black spots. 

The female has no golden yellow nor red on the occiput, which 
is, however, much yellower than the crown. 

Base of lower mandible pale plumbeous, rest of bill bluish horny 
brown ; indes deep brown ; legs and feet pale glaucous green 
(Davison ) ; irides enmson (Scully), 

Length 8 ; tail 3-3 ; wing 4‘6 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1. 

Bistnhution, Throughout the Western Himalayas as far east as 
Nepal, chiefly between 2000 and 6000 feet but sometimes as high 
as 9000. This species has been found in Northern Afghamstan, 
Hazara (Agror), and Kashmir, and is common about several hill- 
stations. 

Habits, ^ 0 , B, auriceps is said to come into gardens, and to 
have a soft roUmg whistle. It breeds in April and the first halt 
of May, chiefly in oak and fir-trees, making holes sometimes 
in the stems, sometimes in branches, at varying heights from 
the ground, and laying 4 or 5 white eggs that measure about *92 
by *68. 


970. Dendrocopus pectoralis. The Spotted-breasted Pied 
Woodpecker, 

Picus pectoralis, Blyth, J. A. S. B, xv, p. 16 (1846) ; xviii, p. 804 ; 
id. Cat, p, 63. 

Picus anahs, Temm. Horsjkld, Jdes. Jam (1824), descr. nulla; 
Bonap, Comp. Av. p. 137 Q860) ; Horsf. M. Cat, ii, p 672 ; 
Jerdm, Ibis, 1872, p. 7 ; Hume ^ Oates, S. F, lii, p. 67 ; Arm- 
strong, S. F. iv, p. 309 ; Hume ^ Bav, S. F. vi, p. 123 ; Hum, 
Cat, no. 167 ter ; Oates, S, F. x, p. 190 ; id. B. B. li, p. 86. 
Dendrotypes analis, Cab. ^ H. Mus. Hein, iv, 2, p. 47 ; Walden, Ibis, 
1876, p. 463 ; Blyth Wald, Birds Burm. p. 78. 

Dendrocopus analis, Hargitt, Cat. B, M, xviii, p. 266. 

ColoraiUm, Male, Forehead brownish white ; nasal plumes 
partly black ; crown crimson ; sides of face and neck white, the 
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latter with a few black specks ; ear-coverts brownish; a black malar 
band on each side from the base of the lower mandible to the side 
of the neck ; nape and hind neck black, all the rest of the upper 
plumage barred black and white ; quills brownish black, with large 
white spots on both webs ; all the tail-feathers barred black and 
fulvescent white; chin and throat white; breast and abdomen 
brownish white, the former distinctly spotted, the latter indis- 
tinctly; flanks barred brown and whitish; vent and under tail- 
coverts spotted with brown and faintly tinged with pink. 

In the female the crown is black. 

Bill bluish black, paler at the base ; iris brown ; legs and feet 
plumbeous {Oates), 

Length 7 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 1*0. 

Distnhutio)u Locally distnbuted in Pegu ; common near Thayet 
Myo, rare to the southward, though this species has been procured 
near Bangoon. It has been found at Toungngoo and in Karennee, 
but nowhere in Tenasserim. Outside Indian limits it occurs in 
Siam, Cochin China, Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and some other 
islands. 

Habits^ This W oodpecker according to Oates frequents brush- 

wood and thin tree-jungle, but not heavy forest. The eggs have 
not been recorded. 


971. Bendr 0 copus andamanensis. The Andaman Pied 
Wood^pecker, 

Piciis andamanensis, Blyth, J. A. S, B. xsviii, p. 412, note (1869) ; 
Beavan, Ibis^ 18(37, p 321 ; Ball, J, A 8. B, xli, pfc. 2, p. 279; 

/S' i, p. 62 ; Walden^ Ibis, 1873, p. 300; Hume, /S'. JP. ii, 
p. 187 ; id. Cat. no. 157 bis. 

Dendrocopus andamanensis, Hargitt, Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 267. 

Very similar to D, pectoralis, especially above, except that on 
the crown and occiput the feathers are dark grey, tipped with 
crimson in the male, with brown in the female, the red in the male 
extending farther back than in D. pectordlis ; the present species is 
also distinguished by the greater prevalence of black, the white 
bars on the back being narrower, and the white spots on the wing- 
feathers smaller, whilst the tail-feathers are spotted with white on 
both webs, not completely handed ; the malar band is broken into 
spots near the mandible ; below, the difference from D. peetoralis is 
greater, as the breast is nearly covered wdth large spots, the breast- 
feathers being blackish brown with whitish edges ; the abdomen is 
light fulvous brown ; the flanks paler and barred with dark brown; 
lower abdomen and under tail-coverts crimson; under wing- 
eoverts barred. 

Bill dark slate-colour, darkest on upper mandible; iris dark 
brown; legs and feet dark olive-green {W, Bamsay). 

Len^h 7 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 3*8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape ’9. 

Distribution. The Andaman Islands. 
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Genus LIOPICUS, Bonaparte, 1854. 

This genus closely resembles Dendrocopus^ but has a more 
rounded wing, the primaries exceeding the secondaries by less 
than the length of the culmen. A small occipital crest is present. 
The upper plumage is black, spotted not barred with white. 

Only one species is known, and this is peculiar, or nearly so, to 
the Indian area. 

975* Liopicus mahrattensis. The Telloiv-fronted Tied 
Woodpecker^ 

Picus mahrattensis, Lath. Ind. Orn. Suppl. p. xxxi (1801) ; Gray in 
Hardw, 111 Ind. Zk)oI. i, pL xxxui; Cat. p 62; Jerdon, 

B. L i, p. 274 ; King, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p 214 ; Blanford^ 
J. A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 168 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xli, pt. 2, 
p. 232 ; HoldswoHh, P. Z. 8 1872, p. 426 , Adam, 8. F. i, p. 373 ; 
Ball, 8 F. li, p. 390 ; Hu7ne ^ Oates, 8. F iii, p 58 ; Blanford, 
8. F. V, p. 245 ; Murray, 8. F. \di, p. Ill ; Butler, H. p. 181 , 
Ball, ib. p. 205 ; JECmne, Cat. no. 160 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p 184 , 
Vidal, 8 F. ix, p. o2 ; Butler, ih. p. 385 ; Beid, 8. F. x, p. 24 , 
Davidson, ib. p. 297 ; Davison, %b. p. 354 ; Oates, B. B. li, p 37 , 

C. H T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 410 ; Barnes, Birds Bom p. 112. 

Picus auroeristatus, Tickell, J. A. 8. B. n, p. 579 (1833). 

Leiopicus mahrattensis, Bonap. Consp. Volucr Zygod. p. 8 ; Korsf. ^ 

M. Cat ii, p. 674, 

Liopipo mahrattensis, Cab. ^ JET. Mus. Mein iv (2), p. 44 ; Blyth ^ 
Wald. Bvt'ds Bv/rm. p 78. 

Picus blanfordi, Blyth, J. A. 8, B. xxxii, p. 75 (1863). 

Liopicus mahrattensis, Sargitt, Cat B. M. xyiii, p. 290 ; Oates in 
jkume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. li, p. 305. 

Coloration. Male. Nasal plumes, forehead, and sinciput pale 
brownish yellow, occiput scarlet, sides of face and neck white, 
ear-coverts with a brownish tinge ; nape and hind neck smoky 
brown ; back and scapulars brownish black and white mixed, not 
in bars nor distinct spots ; greater and median coverts black with 
large white spots ; smaller coverts black ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts white, the feathers with broad dark shaft-stripes, which 
are generally concealed on the former but not on the latter ; quills 
and tail-feathers spotted white on both webs, the spots on the 
latter white above, fulvescent below, and sometimes forming bars 
on the outer tail-feathers ; chin, throat, and fore neck white ; no 
malar band, but a broad brown stripe runs from beneath the ear- 
coverts on each side to the side of the breast and then breaks up 
into brown longitudinal streaks ; breast, flanks, and under tail- 
coverts streaked with brown ; middle of abdomen bright scarlet. 

In the female the whole forehead, crown, and occiput are pale 
dull brownish yellow. 

Bill clear plumbeous, darker on the culmen and tip of both 
mandibles ; irides deep red ; legs and feet bright plumbeous ; daws 
homy blue (Oatee)* 



44 


PIOID^E. 


Length. 7 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus -8 ; bill from gape 1 to 1’2. 
The bill is generally shorter in females. 

Distnhution. Generally spread, but only common locally, through- 
out the Peninsula of India and Northern Ceylon from the sea- 
level to about 2500 feet, or higher in places, and found at low 
elevations m the ^ alleys of the Western Himalayas, but only out- 
side the base of the Eastern. Eare m the Western Punjab, >Sind, 
and Eajputana ; not found in Southern Ceylon, Lower or Eastern 
Bengal, Assam, Cachar, or Arrakan, but reappearing in the dry 
parts of Upper Burma, being common about Thayet Myo and 
farther north, and at Toungngoo. Also obtained in Cochin 
China, 

Eahits^^c. This is chiefly an inhabitant of low jungle and scrub, 
not of thick forest. It is often seen on Palas (Buteafrondosa\ and 
on species of Acacia and Euphorbia. It breeds in Eebruary, March, 
and April, and lays usually three white eggs measuring about *87 
by *68. The nest is the usual hole, generally in a dead trunk or 
branch. 

The variety called P. hlanfordi by Blyth inhabits Upper Burma, 
and has the white markings of the upper plumage more developed, 
especially on the wings and tail. Similar birds are found in 
North-western India. 


Genus lYNGIPICITS, Bonaparte, 1854. 

This is but little more than a small form of Dendrocopus, distin- 
guished by a rather more pointed wing and a shorter tail. The 
primaries greatly exceed the secondaries in length ; the first pri- 
mary IS quite small, and the second is only exceeded m length by 
the third, fourth, aud fifth, which are subequal. The coloration 
above is black or brov^m, with white cross-bars ; beneath brownish 
white with, almost always, longitudinal brown or black streaks. 

lyngipicus ranges throughout the Oriental region, and one 
species is found in Africa. Eive closely allied species or geogra- 
phical races are found within Indian limits. 


Key to the Species. 


a. Upper tail-coverts and median rectrices 

entirely black. 

a'. Whole occiput red in males 

b'. A red stripe on each side of occiput 
in males 

b. Upper tail-coverts fringed and handed 

with white ; median tail-feathers 
generally spotted white. 

c'. Crown ashy grey 

d\ Crown light brown, lower parts 

striated 

e\ Crown blackish brown, lower parts 
plain 


Z semieot'onaktSj p. 46, 

Z. pygunaus, p. 45. 

Z. canicapilhtSf p. 46. 

Z. hardwkhtij p. 47. 

Z. gymmphthahnus, p. 48. 
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973. lyngipicxis semicoronatns. The DarJeelimj Pigmy 
Woodjgecker, 

Picus semicoronatus, Malhe) , Bull Soc. (PEist, Eat. Moselle, v 
p 21 (1848) ; id. Picid<B, i, p. 148, pi. xxxiv, fig. 8. * 

Picus rubricatus, Blyth, J, A. /S'. B. xyiii, p. 804 (1849) ; id. Cat 
P 

Picus meniscus, Malh. Picidce, i, p. 151, pi. xxxv, figs. 2, 3, 4 (1861). 

Yungipicus rubricatus, 276, Godxo-Aust J,A.8 B. 

xxxix, pt. 2, p 97 ; Je^don, Ibis, 1872, p 8 ; Eime, S, F. iii, p. 60 , 
id. Cat. no. 162 ; Anderson, Yunnan Frpcd., Aves, p. 585. 

lyngipieus semicoronatus, Eargitt, Eis, 1882, p. 25 ; id Cat. B. M. 
xviii, p. 312 ; Eume, S. F. xi, p. 59. 

Coloration. Male. Porebead and crown asby with a brownish 
tinge, occiput scarlet (feathers sbghtly elongated) ; nasal plumes 
and lores fulvescent white; broad superciliary stripe extending 
back to the side of the neck white, speckled with black, a black 
line forming a border to the crown above the supercilium, and a 
brown band, becoming black behind, from the eye to the side of 
the neck over the lower ear-coverts ; nape and upper back and 
the upper tail-coverts velvety black ; remainder of back, rump, 
scapulars, and wings black with white transverse bars ; qudls with 
white spots on both webs, greater and median coverts with white 
spots or bars, smaller coverts unspotted ; the two middle pairs of 
tail-feathers black throughout as a rule, the two outer large pairs 
black barred with white above and with fulvescent below, third 
pair from the middle varying but generally bordered with white ; 
malar region dusky, chin and throat whitish ; under surface from 
throat very light fulvescent brown, with narrow blackish longitu- 
dinal stress ; under wing-coverts and axillaries mixed white and 
black. 

The female has no occipital red hand. 

Occasionally there are white markings on the upper tail-coverts 
and small white spots on the median tail-feathers, but this is 
exceptional. The same occurs in other species of lyyigipicus, in 
which the feathers mentioned are normally black throughout. 

Bill plumbeous ; irides red ; feet brown (Jerdon). 

Length 5*5 ; tad 2 ; wing 3*3 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *65. 

Distribution. Sikhim, Bhutan, the Khasi and Ndga hills, Eastern 
Manipur, and Yunnan at elevations above about 3500 feet. 


974. lyngipieus pygmaeus. The Eimalayan Pigmy Woodpecker. 

Picus pygmseua, Vigors, P. Z S. 1831, p. 44 ; Blyth, J. A. B. 

xiv, p. 197 (partim) ; id. Cat. p. 63. 

Picus mitchemi, MaUi. Bev. Mag. Zool. 1849, p. 530. 

Yungipicus pygmseus, Rorsf. ^ M, Cat p. 676 ; Jerdon, J?, I. i, 
p. 277 ; mime, S. F. iii, p, 60 ; wf. Cat. no, 163 ; Boidly, S. F. 
viii, p. 247. 

lyngipieus pygmssus, Eargitt, Ibis, 1882, p. 30; id. CaU B. M. 
xviii, p. Slo ; Oates in Eume^s N. §• E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 306. 
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The only important distinction from I, semicoromtus is that in 
the male of the present species there is no red band across the 
occiput, but merely a few scarlet feathers forming a short, very 
narrow, longitudinal stripe bordering the occiput on each side^ 
There is no constant di6erence m the females, but as a rule the 
dimensions of /. ;pygmceus are rather larger, and the white bands 
tind spots on the upper surface are more developed. 

Bill grey homy ; irides dark red ; feet dingy green (Scully), 
Length 5*6 ; tail 2T ; ’wing 3*5 ; tarsus *65; bill from gape *7. 
Dutcihution, Borests of the base and lower valleys of the Western 
Himalayas from around Katmandu in Nepal to Mussooree. 

Eabits, ^r. According to Mr. E. Thompson this Pigmy Wood- 
pecker breeds in the dense forest districts of the bhabar and lower 
valleys of Kumaun in April and May, laying 4 or 5 eggs. The 
birds migrate into cultivated districts in winter. 


075. lyngipicns canicapillns. T/ic Burmese Fujmij Woodpecker. 

Picus canicapillus, Blyth, J, A, S. B, xiv, ^ 197 (1845) ; xvi, p. 467 ; 
xvni, p. 805 ; id. Cat. p, 64 ; Oates^ B. £, ii, p. 30. 

Yungipicus canicapillus, Horsf, ^ M, Cat, ii, p. 677 ; Blyth^ Wald. 
Buds Ewm. p. 78 ; Eume 4' Oates j S, F, lii, p. 69 ; Ai'mstrong^ 
S, F IV, p. 300 ; Eume <§* IngliSf 8 , F, v, p. 26 ; Ev/me & JDav, 
8 , F. VI, pp. 126, 600 J Euine, Cat no. 163 bis. 

lyngipicus pumilus, Hargitt, Ibis, 1881, p. 699, 1882, p. 37 ; id. Cat, 
B M, xvui, p 321 ; 8alvadmd, Ann Mus. Ckv, Gen (2 a) v, p. 666 - 
vii, p, 432. 

Picus pumilus, Oates, B B. ii, p. 37. 

lyngipicus canicapillus, JSargitt, Ibis, 1882, p. 39 ; id. Cat. B. M. 
xviii, p. 322 , Salvadori, Ann, Mus. Civ. Gen. (2 d) iv, p. 678 ; 
Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 60. 

Precisely like I. yygmceus except that the upper tail-coverts are 
banded and fringed with white, and that as a rule all the tail- 
feathers are spotted or banded with white above and fulvous 
below ; sometimes, however, the two median pairs are unspotted.. 
The lower parts in general are paler in tint in I. canicayillus, the 
streak behind the eye darker brown and broader, but these dis- 
tinctions cannot be depended on. Two red streaks border the 
occiput, one on each side, in males, as in I, pygmceus. 

Upper mandible homy brown, lower plumbeous; irides red- 
brown ; legs, feet, and claws plumbeous (Davison), 

Length 5*5 ; tail 1*8 ; wing 3-25 ; tarsus -6 ; bill from gape *75. 
Distiilution. Throughout Burma, ranging north to Tipperah^ 
Oachar, and Manipur, and probably to the ranges south of the 
Assam valley, and extending to the south throughout the Malay 
Peninsula, from the sea-level to about 5000 feet elevation. 

Mahits, ^c. Brushwood, low or thin tree-jungle, groves in culti- 
vation, or old clearings are the usual haunts of this bird, which 
is often seen on the smaller branches of trees. It is but seldom 
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met with in thick jungle or on bamboos. The nest has not been 
observed. 

I cannot separate from the present species /. puimliis^ which is 
said to be distinguished by smaller size and by having the four 
middle tail-feathers without spots. Many specimens of /. cam- 
cajnllus have unspotted or almost unspotted median reetrices, and 
I find that the wmgs of seven specimens in the British Museum, 
marked as adults of J. from Pegu and Tenasserim, 

measure from 3 to 3’15 inches, which is well within the limits of 
variation for J. canicapillus, as may be seen by Hume’s measure- 
ments (S. P, vi, p. 126). 


970. lyngipicus hardwickii. TJte Imdian Figmy Woodj^aler* 

Picus (Dendrocopus) hardwickii, Jevdon, Madr J<m)\ L, S xui^ 
pt. 2, p. 138 (1844). 

Picus cinereigula, Mallu Rev, et Mag, Zool 1849, p. 531. 

Picus variegatus, apud Blyihj Cat, p. 64 [nee Wagler), 

Yungipicus hardwickii, Jerdm, B. I, i, p 278 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 8 ; 
Blanf. J, A, B. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 168 ; McMaste),!. A. B B. 
xl, pt. 2, p, 209 : JEume, 8. F. iii, p. 468 , iv, p. 30 ; Fairbanh, 
8. F. iv, pp. 255, 265. 

Yungipicus nanus, ajpud Ball, 8. F. ii, p. 390 ; vii, p. 205 ; Hume, 
8. F. iii, p. 60 , id. Cat. no. 164 *, Tidal, 8. F. ix, p. 52 , Butler, 
ih. p. 385 ; Davidson, 8. F. x, p. 297 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 113 ; 
Littledale, Jour. Bomb. N. M. 8oc. i, p. 197 (nec Tigoi's). 

I^mgipicus nanus, Reid, 8. F. x, p. 24. 

lyngipicus hardwickii, JSargitt, Ibis, 1882, p. 45 ; id. Cat B. M„ 
xviii, p. 328 J Oates in Bumds F 2nd ed. li, p. 306, 

The Southern Figmy Woodpecker', Jerdonj Chitta sirutipachi, Tel. 



Fig. 13. — Head of 1. hardwickii. 


Goloration, Male, Forehead and crown light umber-brown, 
nape darker ; no dark border at the side of the crown but a narrow' 
scarlet streak on each side of the occiput ; lores and some of the 
nasal plumes brownish white ; a white stripe from above the eye to 
the side of the neck ; a broad umber-brown band from the eye over 
the ear-cov^rts, and a second white stripe beneath the brown 
band 5 upper parts from nape dark brown with white cross-bands, 
rump and upper tail-coverts mostly white ; quills, greater and 
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median coverts with white spots, smaller coverts unspotted ; all tail- 
feathers with spots on both webs wliite above, fulvous below ; malar 
region and chin grey, the feathers tipped \\hite but the ashy bases 
showing ; remainder of lower parts brownish w’hite with brown 
longitudmal streaks. 

The female wants the occipital scarlet streaks. 

Bill and legs plumbeous ; orbital skin lake ; irides pale yellow 
[Jerdonf 

Length 5 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 3 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from gape *65 

Distmlmtlon. The greater part of the Indian Pemnsula, from 
the base of the N.W. Himalayas to Mysore, and from Mount Abu 
to Chutia Nagpur, w'anting in the open plains of Eajputana, the 
Deccan, &c. The Southern forms from the Western Q-hats near 
Belgaum and from Mysore have darker heads, and thus show a 
passage towards J. ^ymnoplitlmhnus, 

Eahrts^ This Woodpecker is found chiefly in forovst, but also 
in groves and gardens in well-wooded districts, and is frequently 
seen in parties of three or four, on the stems and branches of trees, 
generally climbing, but sometimes, as Jerdon observes, perching, 
and hopping from liough to bough. It breeds in the N.W. Pro- 
vinces m March ; its nest-hole has been several times recorded in a 
dead branch of a mango-tree, also in sins {Acacia catechu), and 
the eggs, usually 3 or 4 in number, are white and somewhat 
spherical, and measure about *7 by *52. 


977. lyngipicus gynmophthalmus. The Ceylon Pigmy 
Woodpecher. 

Picus gymnoplithaliDoa, Bhjth, J A. S, B. xviii, p. 804 (1849) ; id. 

Cat. p. 64? Layard, A. M. N. S. (2) xiii, p. 448 (1854). 
Tungipicus gymnophthalmus, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 8 ; Holdsworth, 
P, A, S. 1872, p. 427 ; Zegye, S. F. i, p. 433 ; id. Birds Ceyl 
p 186 ; Sume^ S. F. iii, p. 60 , id. Cat. do. bis ; JSume ^ 
Bourdillon, 8. F. iv, p. 889 ; Fairbank, 8. F. v, p. 396 ; Davison, 
8. F. X, p. 364 ; Parker, Ibis, 1886, p, 183. 
lyngipicus gymnophthalmus, Hargitt, Ibis^ 1882, p. 47 ; id. Cut. B. 

M xviii, p. 330 ; Oates m Ehime^s N, ^ F. ii, p. 308. 
lyngipicus peninsularis, Hargitt^ Ibis, 1882, p. 48; id. Cat. B. M. 
xviii, p. 331, 

Coloration. Very similar to that of I. hardwicTcii, but much 
darker above and almost or quite streakless beneath in adults. 
Head above and stripe behind eye blackish sepia-brown. Upper 
parts dark brown with white cross-bars. Long supercilium ex- 
tending to neck, cheeks below eye-stripe, chin, and throat white ; 
no malar stripe ; lower parts unstriped, sullied white in adults, 
and faintly strewed in the young ; flanks generally streaked in 
all, and lower tail-coverts with dark shaft-stripes. There are 
the usual scarlet occipital stripes in males ; the white spots are 
often small and sometimes wanting on the outer webs of the 
primaries. 
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Bill brownish olivaceous, somewhafc paler beneath ; iris white, 
greyish white, yellowish white, or reddish white , eyelid and orbital 
skin dull mauve or purplish ; legs and feet greenish plumbeous 
{Legge), 

Length 4*8 ; tail 1*6 ; wing 2*9 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from gape *65. 

Distribution, Throughout Ceylon up to about 3000 feet above 
the sea, also the Malabar coast and the ranges near it as far north 
as the Palm hills, and perhaps farther. Malabar specimens have 
the heads rather paler than Ceylonese, and are the race called 
J . peninsularis by Ilargitt, and the specimens thus labelled by him 
in the British Museum include the Malabar skins ot* I, gymm^ 
phthalmus and the Belgaum and Mysore specimens already men- 
tioned of I. hardwiohii. There is evidently m this, as in many 
similar cases, a passage between two well-marked forms. 

Habits^ Similar to those of other Igngipici, This bird is 
thoroughly arboreal and frequents the uppermost branches of trees, 
picking up small insects, and often perching. It has considerable 
powers of flight, and its note, according to Legge, is a prolonged 
trill. It breeds m February and March, and also in July, nesting 
in holes in small branches, and the white eggs measure about *62 
by *53 * 


G-enus PYERHOPICUS, Malherbe, 1861. 

Bill long and stout, culmen angulate, almost straight ; nasal 
ridge strongly developed, nearer to the culmen than to the com- 
missure at the base of the bill ; nostrils open, not concealed by 
plumes ; chin-angle nearly halfway from gape to tip of bill ; no 
crest. Wings rounded, primaries scarcely exceeding secondaries 


* Iyngipiods nanus. 

? Picus nanus, Vtgors, P. Z. S 1831, p. 172 (1832). 

lyngipious nanus, Hargitt, Ibts, 1882, p. 38 , id. Cat B. M. xvni, p. 327 ; 

Qouldt B. Asza, vi, pi xxxiv. 

Coloratim. Crown and eye-stripe dark brown, nape very dark , supercihum. 
extending to neck and a band below the eye-stnpe white , upper parts dark 
brown with white cross-bands ; all tail-feathers spotted, the spots on the outer 
webs of the pnmanes small , ohm and throat pure white, boiflered on each side 
by a brown malar stripe, rest of lower parts sullied white with indisunot 
rather broad brown streaks. Male with, as usual, a red streak on each side of 
the occiput. 

Wing 3*05 inches; tail T6 , tarsus *65; bill from gape *7 

Ihstribviton. Three specimens collected by Captain Stackhouse Pm will, one 
at Dbarmsfi.la, the other two in North-western India, are in the British Museum, 
and have been referred by Hargitt to Vigors’s species, which was said to be from 
the N.W. Himalayas, and with the descnption of which they agree fairly. At 
the same time they are, as Hargitt points out, only just separable from the 
Malay JT, cmntm^ and it is difficult to believe that all the ornitholo^sts who have 
ransacked the N*W. Himalayas of late years can hive overlooked this bird, 
which IS easily distinguished from I pygmcsm and I. hardwicim, if it inhabits 
the area. 

Toiu m. 


B 
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in length ; tail short ; outer pair of tail-feathers longer than the 
corerts ; first toe well-developed ; fourth (or reversible) toe a 
little longer than third. Colour bay above more or less banded 
with black, very dark brown beneath, a partial red collar in 
males. 

Only two species are knowm. 

Key to the Species. 


Larger : wing 5 75 ; back barred P pyrrhotiSj p. 50. 

Smaller : wing 4 8 j back not barred • . . P. rubiginosus, p. 51. 


The oldest name for this genus, Venilia (of which the type 
appears to have been V, porphyromlas^ Bp. Consp. i, p. 128) can- 
not be used, as it had previously been employed in both Lepidoptera 
and MoUusca. Lepocestes of Cabanis (1863) has been adopted by 
Hargitt, but Pyrrhopicus and Plinthopicus of Malherbe date from 
1861, and I accept the first. Blythipicus of Bonaparte (1854) is 
generally regarded as too absurd a term to be admitted. 

978. Pyrrhopicus pyrrhotis. The Red-eared Bay Woodpecker. 

Picus pyrrhotis, Sodga, J, A. S. B vi, p. 108 (1837). 

Gecinus pyrrhotis, Blyth^ Cat p. 59. 

Blythipicus pyrrhotis, Bonap, Comp. Volacr. Zygod. p. 9, 

S F. vii, p 520 ; xi, p. 63 ; td. Cat no. 176. 

"Venilia pyrrhotis, JKo^sf ^ M. Cat ii, p. 666 , Jerdon, B, L i, p 291 ; 
GvdwrAmt J. A S. B, xliii, pt. 2, p. 165 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 70 j 
Walden in BlytKs Birds Burm, p. 77 ; Inglis, 8, F. v, p. 26 ; 
Hume Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 142 ; OateSy B. B. ii, p. 39. 

Lepocestes pyrrhotis, Hargitt} Cat B. M, xviii, p. 380. 

Fi-ing, Lepcha. 



Pig. 14. — ^Head of P. pyrrhotis. 


Coloration. Male. Whole head brown, the forehead, sides of 
head, and chin paler ; feathers of forehead and crown pale-shafted ; 
a bright crimson half-collar behind the ear-coverts extending more 
or less completely round the nape ; all upper parts from the nape, 
with wing-feathers and coverts, barred rufous and black, the rufous 
bars broadest on the quills, back-feathers fringed with deeper red ; 
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tail-feathers rufous with black spots, forming imperfect bars, oa 
both vv ebs, shafts of quills and tail-feathers light red ; lower parts 
from throat olive-brown, reddish ou the breast, dusky on the abdo- 
men ; a few narrow rufous bands on the lower flanks and under 
tail-coverts. 

The female v, ants the crimson half-collar. The young have pale 
shaft-lines throughout the head and neck, and traces of bars on 
the breast and abdomen. 

Bill pale greenish yellow ; irides reddish orange to brownish 
red ; legs and feet very dark green {Davison), 

Length 11-5; tail 4; wmg 5*75; tarsus 1*1; bill from gape 
1*9. 

Distribution, From the Eastern Himalayas (Nepal, Sikhim, 
Dafla hills) to the Malay Peninsula, throughout Burma and other 
intervening countries. 

Habits^ 4^, An inhabitant of dense underwood, keeping very 
much to the ground, and rarely ascending a tree unless disturbed. 
This bird is generally found in pairs or small parties, is very voci- 
ferous and has a loud screeching call. The eggs do not appear to 
have been observed. 

979. Pyrrhopicus ruhiginosns. The Malay Bay Woodpecher. 

Hemicircus rubiginosus, fSioaimonf Birds W, Aft, li, p. 150 (1837). 

Picus melanogaster, May, Madi, Jour, L, S, xan, pt. 2, p. 153 
(1844). 

Gecmus rubiginosus, Blyth, Cat, p. 59. 

Vemlia porphyromelas {Boie)^Bomp, Consp i, p. 128 ; Hmne ^ Dav, 
S. F, vi, p. 143 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 40. 

Venilia melanogaster, Mors/, Sr M, Cat, p. 665. 

Lepocestea porphyromelas, Salvad, lice. Born, p. 48; Murne^S, F. 
iii, p. 319 ; Margitt, Cat, B, M. xviii, p. 382. 

Blythipicus porphyromelas, Mume^ S, F, vn, p. 520 ; id. Cat, no. 176 
bis. 

Coloration, Male. Whole head brown, paler in front all round 
the base of the bill ; feathers on each side of the neck behind the 
ear-coverts tipped with bright crimson, forming blood-red patches ; 
some of the malar feathers tinged red in some specimens ; whole 
upper plumage from nape, induding the edges of the quills, dull 
crimson ; feathers of rump and upper tail-coverts, quills and tail- 
feathers very dark brown with narrow bars of pale rufescent 
brown, well marked on outer webs of all wing-feathers, but 
except on the tertiaries faint on the mner webs ; lower plumage 
from throat very dark olive-brown, the breast with a reddish 
tinge. 

ThQ female wants the red patches behind the ears. 

Bill chrome-yellow, tinged with green towards the base ; irides 
red ; legs and feet dark, varying in shade, generally purphsh or 
purplish brown {Davison), 

Length 9 ; tail 3 ; wing 4*8 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*45. 

Distribution, Malay Peninsula, extending into Tenasserim as far 
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north as Bopyin, south of Mergui, and also into Sumatra and 
Borneo. Common in the extreme south of Tenasserim. 

IJahts, Like P. pjrrhotis^ this species is said by Davison to 
be very shy and to keep much to the underwood of the evergreen 
forests ; it avoids the larger trees, is generally found iu pairs and 
utters incessantly a sharp metallic note. 


Genus MIGLTPTES, Swainson, 1837. 

Bill of moderate length, eulmen much curved ; no nasal ndge ; 
nostrils round, exposed; ehin-angle halfway between gape and 
tip ; fourth or outer hiud toe longer than third or outer front toe ; 
first toe (hallux) short. A nuchal crest. "Wing rounded ; all tail- 
feathers pointed, the outer pair 3 ust extendmg beyond the lower 
coverts. Plumage brown or black and buff, more or less in 
alternating bars. 

This genus is restricted to Burma and the Malay countries, 
three species being found in British Burma. The coloration is 
peculiar and the habits are imperfectly known, the nest not having 
Ltherto been found. 


Key to the Species. 

a. Back with buff cross-bands ; tail-feathers 
spotted 

Head barred above ; rump uniform buff M, grammithorax, p. 52. 
V. Head not baiTed above, rump barred 

hke back M tuhhiy p 53 

h Back without cross-bands, tail unspotted, M. jngulansj p. 54. 


980. Miglyptes grammithorax. The Fulvous-rumped Barred 
Woodpecher. 

Meiglyptes tristis, apiid Blyt\ Cat. p. 60 , Stoliczka^ J. A S. B 
xxxii, pt, 2, p. 294 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 77 j Hume ^ Bad. 
S. F. VI, pp. 131, 501 ; Hume^ Cat. no. 165 ter (nec Picus tristis, 
Hor^). 

Phaiopicus grammithorax, Mcdh. Picbdce^ ii, p. 12, pi. xlviii, figs. 4-6 
(1862) . 

Miglyptes grammithorax, Nicholson^ Ibis, 1879, p 165 ; 

S. F. viii, p. 497 ; Oates, B. B. u, p. 59 , Rargitt, Ibis, 1884, 
p. 191 ; id. Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 385. 


Coloration. Male. Lores, anterior half of orbital region, point 
of chm, lower back, and rump uniform buff ; a malar stripe pale 
crimson ; remamder of the bird blackish brown barred with buff, 
very closely on the head and neck all round and on the breast, 
the barring becoming vidder behind and still wider on the abdomen, 
but the bars are broader still on the back, scapulars, wmg-coverts, 
tertiaries, and upper tail-coverts ; wing and tail-feathers with. 
buff spots on both webs ; under v-ing-coverts and axillanes buff 
with a few dark brown spots. 
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Female. No malar stripe. 

Bill black ; irides deep brown or dull red ; edge o£ eyelids black; 
legs and feet dirty green {Davmn). 

Length 7 ; tail 2 ; wmg 3*9 , tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution. The Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, ex- 
tending north into Tenasserim as far as the base of Nwalabo 
mountain, near Tavoy. 

Habits f As described by Davison, this species is usuallv 

found in dense tree-jimgle, and generally in pairs ; it is never 
seen on the ground, but always on trunks and bmnches of trees. 
The note of all three species of Miijlyjotes is similar, a rolling 
hih'r-T~r. 

The true J/. irlstU is confined to Java and has the middle 
of the breast and abdomen black without bars. Specimens of 
M. grammithorax from Nwalabo, Tenasserim, have the breast and 
abdomen brown, almost without bars, but not black. 


931. ISIiglyptes tukki. The Buff-necLed Barred Woodpechcr. 

Picua tukki, Lesso7t, Ret. Zool. 1839, p 1G7. 

Hemicercus brunueiis, Eyton^ JP Z S 1839, p. 106. 

Meiglyptes pectorahs, apud Blythe Cat. p. GO (wee Picus pectoralis, 
Latham). 

Meiglyptes brunneus, Horsf, ^ M. Cat. li, p. 068. 

Meiglyptes maigmatus, Beirno.^ StoUezha, J. A S B. xxxix, pt 2, 
p. 2*94. 

Miglyptes tukki, Hume, 8. F, lii, p. 319 ; td. Cat. no. lOo quint. ; 
Hume Sr Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 132 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 61 ; Haiyitt, 
Ibis, 1884, p. 193 ; id. Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 888. 

Coloration. Male. Dull dark olive or brownish olive, head 
uniform and unbarred above and on the sides ; a crimson malar 
band ; a large buff patch on each side of the neck ; back, scapulars, 
rump, tail, and wing-coverts with narrow buff cross-bars through- 
out ; quills with small marginal buff spots on the outer, and larger 
spots on the inner webs; tail-feathers with narrow^ bars inter- 
rupted near the shaft ; chin and throat very finely barred with 
buff ; fore neck uniform blackish browm ; breast and abdomen dark 
brown with narrow buff bands ; middle of breast almost uniform ; 
lower wing-coverts and top of wing buff. 

Female. No crimson malar band. 

Upper mandible black, lower mandible plumbeous blue, in some 
greenish ; irides brown ; legs and feet dull or brownish green. 

Length about 8*6 ; tail 2*7 ; wing 4*1 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. The Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, 
ranging into the extreme south of Tenasserim. 

Habits, ^c. Very similar to those of the last species, this Wood- 
pecker being found in dense forest. 
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9S2. Miglyptes jugnlaris. The Blaek-and-Bvff Woodpecker. 

Picus (Mei^’lyptes) juguiaris, Blyth, J.A S.B xiv, p. 196 (1845). 
Meigl^ptes jugnlaris, Blyth Cat p. 60 ; Ho7sf. * 5 ’ M. Cat. ii,p 669, 
Hime <$ OafeSf S F in, p 03 ; Blyth Wald Birds Burm. p 77 , 
Hwne 8c Bao. 8. F vi, pp. 132, 501 ; Oates, B. B. li, p 60. 
Miglyptes j’uguUiis, Hume^ Cat. no 105 qiiat. ; Bingham, 8 F. ix, 
p. 101 : Ha) gift, Ibis, 1884, p. 197 , id. Cat. B. 31. xviii, p 391. 



Fig. 16 — Head of M.pigulans. 


Coloration Male. Black or brownisK black, except two large 
patclies, 01 e on each side of the neck, extending round the hind 
neck, and forming a demi-collar, the ramp, but not the tail-coverts, 
a large space on each vsing consisting of all the minor coverts 
and of the innermost major and median coverts and tertiaries, 
the edge of the \ung and wing-lining, which are pure buff; a 
malar stripe on each side with the feathers tipped red ; forehead, 
crown, and sides of head narrowly barred across with buff ; chin 
black and buff mixed m small subequal spots ; quills with small 
submarginal spots on the outer webs and large spots on the inner, 
the latter w anting near the tip and increasing in size near the 
base ; a fe^v buff bars on the flanks and thigh-coverts ; tail 
uniform. 

The f&inale wants the red malar stripe. 

Bill black ; iris dark brown ; eyelids dark plumbeous ; legs dull 
bluish, claw^s horny brown (Oates). 

Length 7'5 ; tail 2 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 1. 

Bistrihution. The greater part of Burma (rare in the Arrakan 
and Pegu hills, and near Toungngoo, more common in Tenasserim), 
as far south as Tavov ; also Siam and Cochin China. 

Habits, ^c. This Woodpecker is found in high forests, but has 
also been observed by Davison in large cleanngs, open jungle, and 
even m bamboo-jungle. It closely resembles Hemicercus canente 
in coloration. 


Genus MICROPTERNHS, Blyth, 1845. 

Bill like that of Miglyptes, curved above, without nasal ridge, 
but the chin-angle is nearer to the tip than to the gape ; nostrils 
rounded and exposed ; wing rounded ; tail-feathers pointed, the 
outer pair just exceeding the tail-coverts in length ; first toe very 
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sliort, its claw very small, third and fourth toes subequal. Plumage 
throughout pale chestnut with black bars, which vary greatly lu 
development in different species. 

The genus Micropternus extends throughout the Oriental region ; 
three species, which are merely geographical races, separated by 
very shght characters, and tending greatly to pass into each other, 
being found within our area. They are birds of very singular 
habits, having a pecuhar, strong, unpleasant smell, and living 
chiefly or entirely on tree-ants. Their plumage is almost always 
smeared with a gummv substance derived from ants’ nests, aiid 
the heads of ants are often found attached to their tail-feathers. 
Moreover, they lay their eggs in holes made in the large ants’ nests 
that are so common in India attached to branches of trees or 
bamboos. 


Key to the Species, 

a. Central part of pale-edged chin and throat- 

feathem of same colour as breast M. phcBocepSf p. 55. 

h. Central part of chm and throat-feathers darker 

than breast. 

a'. Pale-bordered throat-feathers extend to 

malar region M. brachyuruS) p. 67. 

b'. Pale-edged throat-feathers do not extend 

to malar region M. gulans^ p. 57. 

983. Micropternus phasoceps. The Northern Rufous Woodpecker. 

Picus rufus, Gray in Hardw, III, Ind, Orn, i, pi. xxix, flg. 2 (1880- 
32), nec Gwd. 

Micropternus phaioceps, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 195 (1845) ; id. 
Cat, p. 60 , Tytler, A, M, N, H, (2) xiii, p 367 (1854) , Horsf, ^ 
M, Cat, ii, p. 667 ; Jerdon, B. 1. i, p 294 , Godw,-Aust, J, A, S, B, 
xxxix, pt. % p. 267 ; xliii, pt. 2, p 176 , Ball, S F ii, p. 392 , 
vii, p. 206 ; Mume ^ Oates, 8, F, lii, p. 72 ; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds 
Burm. p. 77 j Gammie, S. F, iv, p. 6ll ; Hume, S, F. v, p. 480 ; 
Hume ^ Bav. 8. F, vi, pp. 145, 501 : Cripps, 8, F, vii, p. 262 ; 
Scully, 8, F, viii, p 249. 

Phaiopicos blythii, Malherbe, Rev. May. Zool, 1840, p. 534. 

Meiglyptes ruflnotus, Malh, Bonap Consp. i, p 113 (1850). 

Micropternus barmanicus, Hume, F. A. 8 B. 1872, p. 71. 

Micropternus ruflnotus, Godw -Aust, J. A, 8. B. xlv, pt 2, p. 70. 

Micropternus phaeoceps, Hume, Cat no. 178; id J?’ ix, p. 112; 
xi, n 64 ; BmgJiam, 8. p. 164; id. Ibis, 1885, p, 332 ; Oates, 
B, B, ii, p. 57 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus Ctv, Gen (2) iv, p. 580 ; 
v, p. 568 ; vii, p. 880 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 1886, p. 3 ; ed Cat, B. M. 
xvni, p. 393 ; Oates %n Humds N. ^ F. 2nd ed. li, p. 308. 

The Bengal Rufous Woodpecker, Jerdon ; Fi-ing, Lepeha. 

Coloration. Male. The whole plumage dull rufous (light chest- 
nut) ; top of the head and occiput tinged with dusky brown, the 
feathers slightly paler at the edges, feathers of the cbm and throat 
with much more distinct pale edges ; feathers beneath the eye and 
for a short distance forwards and backwards tipped with crimson ; 
upper parts from the neck and the wing and tail-feathers with black 



56 


PICIDJE. 


transverse bars, which sometimes disappear completely on the 
back, and are very narrow on the tail-feathers ; lower surface 
rather duller in colour than the back, and without black bars 
except occasionally on the flanks, thigh- and under tail-coverts. 

In females there is no red below the eye. The young generally 
have crescentic black or dusky marks on the underparts. 

Bill very dark brown, plumbeous at the base of the lower 
mandible , irides brown, eyelids plumbeous ; legs and feet greyish 
brown {Oates)* 

Length 10 ; tail 3 ; wing 5 ; tarsus *95; bill from gape 1*25. 



Fig. 10. — Head of* ilf. j^hcBOceps* 


Distrih%ition* The forests at and near the base of the Himalayas 
as far west as Dehra Bun ; the greater part of Bengal and parts 
of the forest-region between the Ganges and Godavari, east ot the 
meridian of 80° or 82° * ; Assam, Cacbar, Manipur, and Burma as 
far south as Moulmein ; also Siam, Cambodia, and Cochin China. 

Hahits, A quiet bird, generally silent but far from shy, and 
where common, as m parts of Burma, found in both evergreen 
and deciduous forest, m bamboo-jungle, and occasionally m culti- 
vation. It feeds chiefly on the ants t that form nests in trees, and 
has been several times found by Mr. Gammie in Sikhim, and by 
Major Bingham m Tenasserim, to make a hole in the middle of 
one of these ants’ nests, and to lay its eggs in a cup-shaped cavity 
in the middle. The eggs, generally three in number, are laid m 
April and May ; they are thin, fragile, without gloss, and measure 
about 1T6 by *7. The ants’ nests are well known ; they are a foot 
or more m diameter, and are composed of the leaves and twigs of 
the tree cemented together by a felt-like substance. 


* Bames in the ‘ Birds of Bombay * mcludes M because according 

to Jerdon it is found in some of the forests of Central India The mistake 
has been repeatedly made of supposing that Jerdon. by the words ‘Central 
India/ meant the region so-called at the present day, whereas in the Introduc- 
tion to the ‘ Birds o1 India/ p. il, he de&ed the area, which as understood by 
him comprised Chutia Nagpur and the forest-tracts extending southward to 
Bastar, M phcsocejps is not known to occur anywhere withm 300 miles of the 
Bombay Brebidency. 

t Species of Cremcatogaster, Jour. Bombay N H. Stc. vii, p. 198, 
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984. MicropterEUS brachyurtis. The Malay Rufous WoodjpecJcer. 

Picus brachyurus, Vzetll Notiv Bid. Nat. xxvi, p 103 (1818). 

Picus badius, Raffles, Ttans. Linn, Soc. xiii, p 280 (1822). 

Micropternus badius, Blyth, J. A 8. B, xiv, p. 194 , id. Cat. p, 01 : 
Btorsf. <5* M. Cat ii, p. 666 ; Hume, 8. F. iiL p. 319. 

Micropternus bracbyurus, Hume, 8. F y, p. 481 , id. Cat. no. 178 
bis ; Hume Bav. 8. F. yi, p. 145 , Oates, B. B. ii, p. 58 , 
Hargitt, Ibis, 1885, p. 10 ; id. Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 396. 

This is very similar to M, ^hceoeeps, but distinguished by being 
smaller, by the crown not being as a rule darker than the back, 
by the central portions of the pale-edged feathers of the chin, 
throat, and malar region being much darker than the breast, and 
by the black bars on the upper surface, and especially on the lower 
plumage, being more developed, and those on the tail-feathers 
broader. Most Tenasserim birds, except from south of Tavoy, are 
intermediate between M. hr achy urns and M, pliceoceps. 

Length about 8 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from 
gape 1. 

Bistrihution. The Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Java, ex- 
tending north into Tenasserim, where this ‘Woodpecker appears to 
pass into M, phceocejps. 


985. Micropternus gularis. The Malabar Rufous Woodpecker, 

Picus (Micropternus) gularis, Jerdon, Madr, Jour. L. 8. xiii, pt. 2, 
p. 139 (1844). 

Micropternus gularis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B xv, p. 17 ; id Cat. p. 61 ; 
Jerdon, B. 2. i, p. 294; Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 297 ; Holdsioorth, 
F, Z 8. 1872, p. 428 , Hume, 8. F. i, p. 434 ; v, p. 481 , id. Cat. 
no. 179 ; Blanf, Ibis, 1874, p. 92 ; Fairhank, 8. F, iv, pp. 265, 
265 ; Laird, 8. F. vii, p. 470 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 200 , Vidal, 
8. F. ix, p. 58 ; Bavison, /S' x, p. 356 ; id. Ibis, 1885, p. 331 ; 
Hargitt, Ibis, 1885, p. 7 ; id. Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 399 , Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 118, Bamdson, Jour. Bomb, N. J± 8oc. vi, p. 335 

Phaiopicos ierdonii, Malh. Rev. Mag. Zool. 1849, p. 536 ; %d. Fiddcs, 
ii, p. 3, pi. xlvu. 

Coloration and sexnal distinctions similar to those of the two 
preceding species, except that the feathers of the chin and throat 
which, as in M. hrachyurus, are darker, except on their whitish 
edges, than the breast-feathers, are confined to a tract in the 
middle of the throat and do not extend to the malar region. 
The head is usually dusky above, as in M. phasoceps. Upper parts 
generally barred with black, lower parts seldom barred in adults, 
the flanks alone showing some traces of barring. 

Length 9 ; tail 2*75 ; wing 4*75 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Ihstnhution. Ceylon, and the forest tracts near the Malabar 
coast, both below and above the Q-hdts, as far north as the 
neighbourhood of Bombay. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of M, phosoceps ; this species has 
been observed by several writers to feed on ants, and both Davison 
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and Aitken found the eggs laid in ants’ nests. According to Legge, 
it often feeds on the ground, and he has seen it breaking up the 
dried dung of cattle. He also says it has a loud note, often heard 
very early in the morning. 


Genus BEACHYPTEENXJS, Strickland, 1841. 

Bill scarcely longer than head, the cuhnen curved ; nasal ridge 
close to the culmen, but subobsolete; nostnls exposed. Pmst 
(hind) digit and claw very small, together scarcely as long as one 
of the claws of the other digits ; third and fourth toes subequal. 
"Wings and tail longer than in Micro 2 ‘>ternus ; outer tail-feathers a 
little longer than the coverts. A red occipital crest in both sexes ; 
crown red in males, black with white spots in females; back 
yellow or red, lower parts black and white or fulvous. 

This genus is peculiar to India and Ceylon. 

Key to the Bpemes. 

Back yellow or orange B, aurantms^ p 58. 

Back crimson E. erytkronotm, p. GO. 

986. Brachypternus aurantios. The Oold&n-hacked Woodpecker. 

Picus aurantius and P. bengalensis, LinJi Syst Nat, i, pp. 174, 175 
(1766). 

Malacolophus melanochrysos, Hodys J A S B.yij^ 109 (1837). 

Brachypternus aui'antius, StricU P. Z S, 1841, p. M , Blyth^ Cat 
p. 56; Korsf. M Cat. ii, p 654; AdaonSj B Z 8 1858, 

p. 475; 1859, p 174, JerdoTiy B J i, p 295; Ball, 8. F. Vii, 
p. 206; Cnpps, ib. p. 263; Hume, Cat. no. 180, B.eid, 8 F. x, 
p 25 , Oates in Hume's N F 2nd ed. li. p 309. 

Brachjptemus micropus, Blyth, J. A 8. B. xiv, p 194 (1845). 

Brack vpternopicus chrysonotus (Less.), apud 31alh, Rev. ZooL 1845, 
p. 404. 

Brachyptemopicus puncticoUis, MaUi. t. c. p. 405. 

Brachypternus diliitus, Blyth, Cat. p. 66 (1849); id. Ibis, 1866, 
p. 356 ; Jerdon, P. J i, p. 297 ; Hurm, 8. F. i, p, 171 ; id. Cat. 
no. 182 ; Boig, 8, F. viii, p 370. 

Brachypternus chrysonotus, apud Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p 656 ; Jerdm, 
P. i. i, p 296 ; McMaster, J. A. 8. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 209 ; Fair- 
hank, 8. F, iv, p. 255. 

Brachypternus puncticollis, Holdmorth, P. Z 8. 1872, p. 428 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 181; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p 205, pi ix ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 53; 
Butler, ib. p. 38G ; Davidson, Jour. Bomb. N. H. 8oc. vi. p. 336 

Brachypternus intennedius, Legge, 8. F. iv, p. 242 ; White, 8. F. v, 
p. 201 ; Barker, 8. F. ix, p. 479. 

Brachypternus aurantius and B. puncticollis, Davison, 8. F. x, p 356 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. pp. 118, 119; Hargitt, Cat. P. M. xviii, 
pp. 404, 407. 

Coloration, Male. Forehead and crown black, the feathers 
tipped with crimson ; occipital crest bright crimson, the feathers 
with whitish shaft-stripes ; a narrow stripe on each side of the 
crown, and a broad band through the eye to the nape, including 
upper lores and ear-coverts, mixed black and white ; remainder of 
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sides of head, above and below the eye, and sides of neck white, 
often tinged yelloivish j hind neck, upper back, rump, and upper 
tail-coverts velvety black ; scapulars and interscapulary region 
golden yellow, sometimes tmged with^ orange-red ; most of the 
greater \ving-co verts and some of the inner median coverts 
the outer webs of the secondary quills golden olive, the other 
coverts black, nearly all coverts except along the forearm with a 
subierminal yellowish or olivaceous white spot, varying much in 
size ; both webs of primaries and inner webs of secondaries 
brownish black, with large white spots ; tail-feathers entirely 
black ; malar region, chin, throat, and fore neck black, with nume- 
rous short w’hite stripes or spots, this pattern passing gi^adually 
into that of the breast, w’here the feathers are huffy w bite with 
broad black borders, that become narrower on the abdonieu ; 
flanks and under tail-coverts w’hite with broad black bars, or black 
with large white spots (fig. 8, p. 14). , j. • i 

Female, Forehead and crown black, each feather with a terminal 
spot*; a cnmson occipital crest as in the male. Nesthiig birds are 
sooty black and sullied white below, and the females want the 
white spots on the head. , , . 

Bill slaty black; irides red-brown; orbital skin dusky green; 
feet dark green; claws dusky (Jerclon). 

Length 11*5 ; tail 3*75 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1*5. 
Distribution, Throughout India and Ceylon, ranging throughout 
Sind and the Punjab, ascending the lower Western Himalayas to 
about 3000 feet, and extending on the eastward to Eastern Bengal 

and Cachar, but not to Assam, -n ^ 

The pale form from Sind, distinguished by Blyth as B. dilutm, 
is a well-marked geographical race, paler yellow on the back,^ all 
the interscapulary feathers with w'hite shaft-stripes and dusky tips, 
with white spots along the shafts of the scapulars, and large 
white spots on the wing-coverts. , ^ ^ . n j 

The dark Ceylon and Malabar and S. Indian form called 
B. micropus by Blyth and B, ^uncticollis by Malherbe, and wrongly 
identified with Pirns chrysonotus of Lesson by several naturalists, 
has much smaller and more rounded white spots on the throat and 
fore neck, together with frequently a white bar near the base ot 
each feather in those parts. Occasionally the fore neck (not the 
throat) is unspotted black. The black and white band through 
the eve is connected by a black stripe with the nape. ^ The black 
edges of the breast-feathers are wider. But both in this case and 
in that of B, dduius ^ot only are intermediate forms bet\^en them 
and B. aurantius common, but there are in the Hume Collection 
characteristic skins of dilutus from Bengal and of B.pumti- 

from Lucknow. ^ , r .j t. i. 

B, intermedius has a red back, and is probably a h^nd betw^n 
the present Woodpecker and B, erythronotus ; and B, pumtumis 
itself, especially the very dark Ceylon birds, may result from an 
occasional cross with the red-backed species. t j- 

Eahiis, By hx the commonest and most fanuhar of Indian 
Woodpeckers, this is often seen about villages where there are 
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trees, and especially in mango-groves. It is also found in thin 
forest, and in Sind in tamarisk-scrub, and feeds much on ants ; it 
is a bold noisy bird with a loud screaming call, often uttered on the 
wing. It breeds in Northern India m March and April, and again 
in June and July, in Ceylon from February till June ; the eggs, 
three in number as a rule, being often laid in Northern India in a 
hole in a mango-tree. The eggs are white and glossy, and measure 
about 1*11 by ’8. 

987. Brachyptemus erythronotus. The Red-hacked Woodpecker, 

Picus erithronothos, Vieillot, Nom, Diet. d'Hiet. Nat. xxvi, p. 73 
(1818). 

Picus ceylonus, Cuv. R^gne Anim 43.. 2®, i, p. 451 (1829). 

Brachyptemus erythronotus, St) icicland, JP. Z. S. 1841, p 31 ; Hargitt^ 
Cat B. AT. sviii, p. 409 ; Oatee^ in Rume's N.^B 2iid ed. ii, 
p. 311. 

Brachyptemus ceylonus, Blyth, Cat. p. 56 ; Layard^A. M. N. II (2) 
xiii, p. 449 (1854) ; Rorsf ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 656 ; Blyth^ Ibis, 1867, 
p. 297 , Roldsico)'th, P Z S 1872, p. 428 ; Hume^ dat. no. 182 his , 
Legge, Buds Ceyl p. 202, pi. vui. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead and crown black, the feathers 
tipped crimson; occipital crest crimson, feathers more or less 
white-shafted ; sides of head black, with two buffy-white stripes, 
one from above the eye over the ear-coverts, the other from the 
base of the upper mandible below the eye and ear-coverts down 
the side of the neck ; supraorbital, upper loral, and malar regions 
spotted white, ear-coverts streaked with white ; back of neck and 
uppermost part of back, rump, and upper tail-coverts black, the 
rump-feathers edged with enmson; back and scapulars bright 
crimson like the crest ; coverts and outer webs of secondaries 
duller crimson ; generally several of the outer greater coverts and 
a few median coverts each with a subterminal pinkish-white spot ; 
both webs of primary quills and inner webs of secondaries black 
with white spots, except near the tips ; tail black ; chin and 
middle of throat like malar region black with apical white spots, 
and generally with the base of the feathers white, sides of throat 
entirely black ; rest of lower parts white, often sullied, the feathers 
with black edges, which are so broad on the breast as to pre- 
dominate, the white being frequently reduced to large spots; 
hanks, thighs, and lower tail-coverts more or less barred with black. 

Female. Forehead and crown black, with small white apical 
spots ; occipital crest alone crimson. 

Bill blackish, base and sides of under mandible leaden ; ins red ; 
legs and feet murky greenish, olivaceous green, or dusky sap-green 
{Legge). 

Length about 11'5 inches; tail 3*75; wing 5’4; tarsus *95; 
bill from gape 1*5. 

Distribution. Peculiar to Ceylon, found almost throughout the 
island up to 3500 or 4000 feet elevation. 

Halits, Very similar to those of B. aurantius. According to 
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Legge this Woodpecker is partial to cocoanut and other trees in 
cultivation, but is also common in forest. It is pugnacious, fear« 
less, and active, and has a loud harsh call : it lives largely on red 
ants. It breeds in Southern Ceylon from February till June, and 
not untrequently lays its eggs, which appear not to have been 
described, in a hole cut into the stem of a dead cocoanut-tree. 

Genus TIGA, ETaup, 1836. 

This genus is very close to Bmchijpte'nius^ and differs chiefly in 
having no hallux (first digit or inner hind toe); the coronal 
feathers are more elongate and the wing more pointed. It repre- 
sents Bracliypternus east of the Bay of Bengal, but is also found 
in the Indian Peninsula. 


Key to the Bjpecies. 


A single black line down middle of throat .... T javanensisj p 61. 
Two black lines with a brownish space between 
them down middle of throat T. shorei, p. 62. 


988. Tiga javanensis. The Common Golclen^hached Three-toed 
Woodpecker, 

Pious javanensis, Ljung, Kon, SmisL Vet-Ak, Kandl 1797, p. 134 ; 
Waldei7j Ibis, 1871, p, 164. 

Picus tiga, Horsf, Trans L%nn, Soc. ziii, p. 177 (1821). 

Chrysonotus tridactylus, Stvams. Classtf B. li, p. 369 (1837). 

Picus (Tiga) intermedius, partim, and'B. (T.) tridactylus (SioaimX 
Blyth, J. A, S. B, xiv, p. 193 (1845) 

Picus (Brachypternopicus) rubropygialis, Malh. Rev, Zool, 1846, 

Tiga intermedia and T. tridactyla, Blytkj Cat. p 56. 

Chrysonota tiga and C. intermedius, jELorsf, ^ M, Cat. ii, p. 657 

Chrysonotus intermedius and 0. rubropygialis, Jerdon, B, I, i, p 299. 

Tiga intermedia, Hime, S, F, hi, pp. %, 328 ; Armstrong^ 8, F, iv, 
p. 311 ; Salv^ori, Ann. Mus. Ctu. Qen. (2). iv, p. 680 ; v, p. 567 ; 
vii, p. 432. 

Chrysonotus rubropygialis, Hume, S P* iv, p 890. 

Tiga javanensis, Blyth ^ Wald Birds Burm. p. 75 ; Hume <5* Dav, 
8. F. vi, pp. 140, 501; Hume, Cat. no. 184; Oates, 8, F. viii, 
p. 165; Bingham, 8. F ix, p. 164, Davison, 8. F. x, p. 357; 
Oates, B, B. ii, p. 65 ; Har^U, Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 412 ; Oates in 
HumAs N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 311. 

The Comrmn Three-toed Woodpecker j The Southern Three-toed Wood- 
pecker, Jerdon. 

Goloration. Male, Crown and long occipital crest crimson, the 
feathers dark ashy at the base, then black, then red ; forehead 
often brovnish; sides of head and neck white, except a broad 
black band from tbe eye to the nape, and another black band, 
often much mixed with white, from the malar region to the 
shoulder; hind neck and uppermost back black; ba<i, scapulars, 
and wing-coverts golden olive, with orange or ecarlet edges ; rump 
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and lower back crimson ; upper tail-coverts black, often brownish ; 
outer webs ot secondary quills golden olive, rest of quills brownish 
black, with \\hite spots on the inner webs only, tips of primaries 
sometimes very pale or whitish ; tail black ; lower parts white or 
bu% w^hite ; a broken black stripe down the middle of the chin 
and throat, getting broader below ; feathers of breast and abdomen 
with broad black edges, so broad on the breast as lo produce a 
scale-hke pattern ; flanks and lower tail-coverts barred black. 

Female, Whole crown and occipital crest black, with elongate 
subtermmal spots on each feather. 

Bill very dark browm ; ins hazel ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs 
greenish ; claws horn-colour {Oates), 

Length 11*5 ; tail 4; wing 5*8 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1 5. 

I) 2 stribution. Common throughout Burma, extending to Siam, 
Cambodia, Cochin China, the Malay Peninsula, Borneo, Sumatra, 
and Java. Found also in the hill-forests near the Malabar coast 
of India as far north as the W ynaad. The statement that the 
type of T. Tubropygictlis came from Bengal needs confirmation 
(according to Jerdonit came from Bangalore). Apparently this 
species is found nowhere in the Pemnsula of India except the 
southern part of the Malabar coast, and it is also wanting in the 
Assam hills, Caehar, and Manipur. 

The Malabar form called Chrysonotus rulropygialis by Jerdon 
is rather smaller than the Burmese, and has rather more white on 
the breast, but there is no constant distinction. 

Bahts ^ Very similar to those of The present 

species has much the same shrill call and is equally familiar. The 
eggs have been taken m March m the Malabar forests by F. Bour- 
dillon, and in Burma from March to May by Oates and Bingham. 
They are laid, like those of other Woodpeckers, in holes in trees, 
are white, glossy, and usually three in number, and measure about 
1*11 by *8, 

989. T^a shorei The Bimdlayan Qolden-lacked Three- toed 
Woodpecker, 

Picus shorei, Vigors^ P. Z. 3. 1831, p. 175, 

Picus (Tiga) shorei, Blyth, J. A. 3. B. xjv, p. 193. 

Tigd ^orei, Blyth, Cat. p. 66, partim ? ; JELume^ 3, F iii, p. 73, 
partim j id. Cat no. 183 ; BauisoUf 3, F, ix, p. 367 ; Bargxtt, Cat 
B, M, xvui, p. 417 

Chrysonotus shorei, Borsf ^ M, Cat ii, p. 668; Jerdon, B, I, i, 
p. 298 ; Anderson, Yunnan Fxped,, Aves, p. 586 ; Ball, 3, F, vii, 

p 206. 

Chrysonotus biddulphi, Tickell, Walden, Ibis, 1876, p. 344 ; Hume, 
3, F. V, p. 497. 

The Large Three-toed Woodpecker, Jerdon. 

Very similar to T, javanensis. The differences are that in the 
present species there are two broken black lines down the throat 
and fore neck, the space between them being isabelhne, as is the 
malar region and sometimes the breast in part. There is less 
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black on the lower parts throughout. There is no black or 
blackish bar behind the crimson tips o£ the coronal feathers in the 
male, and the bases of the feathers are paler ashy ; whilst m the 
female the feathers on the top of the head are brown with long 
white shaft-lines. 

Bill blackish slaty ; irides crimson ; legs plumbeous (Jerdon). 

Length about 12 ; tail 4-25 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution, The lower valleys of the Himalayas from Dehra Dun 
to Bhutan, also Bhamo and the neighbourhood of Thayet Myo in 
Tipper Pegu. It is remarkable that neither this species nor the 
last appears to have been observed in the countries between 
Burma and the Himalayas. Deported occurrences of T, shorei in 
the Indian Peninsula need confirmation; they may have been 
founded on large specimens of T. javanensis^ but one in Blyth’s 
Catalogue, from G-oomsur, should not be forgotten. 

It IS on the whole doubtful whether this form should be kept 
separate from T, javanensts. 

Genus GAXTEOPICOIDES, Malherbe, 1861. 

Three toes only, the hallux or inner posterior toe wanting ; 
hind toe shorter than outer fore toe. Bill with the culmen 
straight and sharply augulate, the nasal ridge well marked, near 
the culmen; nostrils at base of bill, nasd plumes short, but 
covering the nostrils. Tail-feathers narrow, all pointed except 
the outer pair, which are but little shorter than the next. Wings 
very rounded. 

Coloration yellow above, brown below, the head banded with 
black and white at the side ; male with a red, female with a black 
cap. A single species. 

990. GarXiropicoides rafflesi. Baffles^s Three-toed Woodpecker, 

Picus raffiesii, Vigors, JRaffl. Mem,, A.pp, p. 669 (18?i0). 

Tiga rafBesi, Stricklomd, P Z, 8, 1846, p. 103 ; Blytk, J, A, 8 B, 
XV, p. 16 , id. Cat. p. 57. 

Chrysonotus rafflesi, BCor^ ^ M, Cat, ii, p. 658. 

Gauxopicoides rafflesi, Malh. Picidce, i, p. liii ; Hume, 8. F, iii, 
p. 319 ; id. Cat, no. 185 bis ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F, vi, p. 146; Oates, 
B. B, ii, p. 42 ; Hargitt, Cat. B, M, xviii, p. 132. 

Coloration. Male. Whole cap, nape, and long pointed nuchal 
crest bright crimson ; nasal plumes and lores pale brown ; lower 
lores and a band from them under the eye to far down the side of 
the neck white, also a white supercilium from above the eye to 
the nape; a band down the back of the neck, a line above the 
supercilium, a broad band below it from the eye, and a third line 
from the base of the lower mandible black, the lowest hne is 
narrow and brown at first but broader behind ; back, scapulars, 
secondary-coverts, and outer webs of secondaries golden oHve, the 
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edges of the feathers brighter ; rump-feathers the same, but the 
edges sometimes tinged wnth red, primary -coverts and wing- 
feathers blackish bro\vn, the inner webs of the latter with a few 
round white spots towards the base, the primaries lipped with 
whitish and having occasionally a few very small pale spots on the 
outer webs ; upper tail-coverts dark brown ; tail black ; chin 
and throat white sullied wuth fulvous ; remaining lower parts 
ohve-brown, the flanks and under wmg-coverts spotted white. 

Female, The crimson of the head and nape is replaced by black ; 
forehead yellowish brown. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower black or bluish, rest of lower 
mandible plumbeous ; irides deep browm ; legs and feet dark 
green. 

Length 12 ; tail 4*6 ; w’ing 5*7 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1 5. 

Distnhition, The Malay Peninsula, ranging into Tenasserim to 
a little north of the latitude of Moulmeiu ; also Sumatra and 
Borneo. 

Habits^ According to Davison this Woodpecker much 
resembles Tiga javaneyisis in its habits and voice. It keeps lo 
evergreen forests, is found singly or in pairs, and is not shy. 
It is seen on fallen trees but not on the ground. 


Genus CHRYSOCOLAPTES, Blyth, 1843. 

Bill stout and long, culmen nearly straight ; nasal ridge strongly 
marked, commencing at base of bill halfway between cSimen and 
commissure ; nostrils elongate, exposed. Feet large, first or hind 
toe well developed ; fourth toe longer than third ; claws very large. 
Head large and conspicuously crested, neck very small. Outer pair 
of tail-feathers just exceeding the coverts in length. Plumage 
very like that of Bracfiypternus ; yellow or red above ; white, the 
feathers edged with black, below. 


Key to the Species* 

a. OrowB of male red, of female yellow j back 

black 

h. Crown of male red, of female black with 
white spots. 

a\ Back golden olive C gutticristatus, p. 65. 

y. Back red C. strioUandi, p, 67. 

991. Chrysocolaptes festivns. The Black-bacTced Woodpecker, 

Picus festivus, Boddaert, Tahl PI JSnL p 43, no 696 (1783). 

Piciis goensis, GmeL Syst, Nat i, p. 434 (1788). 

Dendrocopus elliotii, Jerdoriy Madr. Jour. L. S xi, p. 212 (1840). 
Picns (Chrysocolaptes) melanotus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 1005 
(1843). 

Chrysocolaptes goensis, Blyth, Cat, p 65 j Jerdon, B, L i, p. 282, 
Chiysocolaptes festivus, Blyth, Ibie, 1866, p. 355 ; Blanford, 
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Z A, S. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p 168 : Adamj S. F. i, p. 373; Ball, 
^ ^ iij p* 391 ; vii, p. 206 ; Butler, 3 F. hi, p. ; ix, p. 885 ; 
Mume, Cat. no 107 , Vidal, 3. F ix, p 52 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. 

191 ; Davidson, 3, F. x, p 297 , JEtume, tb. p. 355 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom p. 115 ; Btargitt, Cat. B. M xviii, p. 445 ; Oates in BCumds 
iV. 2nd ed. ii, p k2. 

Coloration. Male. Porehead with large bnffy-white spots on a 
brown ground ; long feathers of crown and occiput crimson, a black 
border, often mixed mth white anteriorly, to the crown ; hind neck 
and middle of upper back white; remainder of back, scapulars, 
smaller wing-coverts along the forearm, tail-coverts and tail black ; 
larger and median secondary-coverts olive vrith golden-yellow edges, 
outer webs of secondaries golden olive, rest of quill-feathers 
brownish black, all outer webs with spots, brownish or greenish 
outside, white inside, inner webs with large white spots ; sides of 
head and neck and underparts white or huffy white, except a 
broad black band from each eye down the side of the neck, two 
black lines on each malar region, the two meeting at the side 
of the throat, and a median line down the throat, or five lines 
in all ; breast-feathers with broad black lateral margins producing 
a striped appearance, abdominal with narrower and less defined 
borders ; under tail-coverts mixed black and white. 

Female, Coronal and occipital feathers golden yellow, broad 
forehead spotted as in the male. In young males the crest- 
feathers are dull scarlet, in young females the yellow crest-feathers 
have red tips. 

Bill dusky blackish; irides crimson; legs and feet horny 
plumbeous (Jerdon). 

Length about 12*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 6*25 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 2*2, 

Distribution. This Woodpecker is found throughout the greater 
part of the Indian Peninsiia and Ceylon, in forest-tracts, ranging 
to Dehra Dun and the Oudh Terai in the north, the Aravalli Hills 
to the west, Behar and Chutia Nagpur to the east. On Lthe 
M a la bar coast it appears to be much less common than the next 
species, but has been recorded from Batnagiri, G-oa, and the 
Nilgins. It IS, as a rule, rare or very locally distributed. 

ffahits, This, though a forest bird, is not an inhabitant of 
thick jungle, and has been observed in cultivation occasionally. 
According to Davidson it breeds in the hills around Eh ande sh 
m November, December, and January, and lays a single white egg 
in a hole in a tree as usual. Generally a new hole is cut out every 
year. 

992. Chrysocolaptes gutticristatus. TickelVs Cold&n^aoked 
Woodpedker* 

Pious guttacristatus, Tickell, J. A. 3. B. ii, p. 578 P (1833), 

Pious sultaneus, JELodgs. J. A 3 B. vi, p. 105 (1837). 

Pious striotus, a^gfud Jerdon, Madr, Jour. L, 3, xi, p. ko. 
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Clirysocolaptes sultaneus, Bluth, Cat, p. 55 ; id. Ibis, 1866, p 356 ; 
^orsf M. Cat, ii, p. 653 , Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 281 ; id. Ihs, 1872, 
p. 8 ] Hume Oates, S F, iii, p. 64 ; Annstrong, 3 F. iy, p. 310 , 
Hume <§ Inglis, /S v, p. 26 j Huttig Dav. 3. F vi, p. 133 ; 
Hume, Cat. no 166 , Anderson, Yunnan Evped,, Aves, p. 684 ; 
Vidal, 3 F. IX, p, 52 ; Hume, 3. F. xi, p. 61 ^ 

Indopicus sultaneus {Hodgs^ and I. delesserti, Malh M^. Acad. 
Metz, 1848-49, p. 343.^ 

Clirysocolaptes delesserti, BlytJi, Ibis, 1806, p. 366 ; Hume, 3. F. 
ill, p, 04 ; Bou) dillon, 3 F. iv, p. 389 ; Fail bank, 3. F. v, 
p 396 ; Dav. ^ Wend. 3. F. Yii, p. 78 ; Ball, 3. F vii, p. 205 ; 
Hume, Cat. no 166 bis ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p 114. 
Clirysocolaptes guttienstatus, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 8 ; Blyth ^ 
Wald. Birds Burm p. 75; Fav'banh, 3. F. iv, pp 255, 266; 
Hargitt, Cat B. M. xviii, p. 448 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 
2nd ed. li, p. 313. 

Clirysocolaptes strictus, a^ud Hume, 8 . F. viii, p 164 ; Butler, 8 . F 
ix, pis. 238, 385 ; Davison, 3. F. x, p. 354 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 63. 

The Golden-Packed Woodpecker, Jerdon ; Tashi-on-bau, Lepcba. 



E^g. 17. — ^Head of C, gutticristatus, 3- 

Coloration. Male. [Forehead and border of crown to above eye 
brown, crown and occiput covered with long crimson feathers and 
bordered with bl^k ; hind neck in the middle white, the feathers 
often bordered with black and the white more or less reduced to 
spots ; back, scapulars, and whole outer surface of wings, except 
primary-coverts and outer webs of primaries, golden olive, the 
feathers with bright golden or sometimes scarlet edges ; quills and 
p^ary-coverts brown, inner webs with round white spots, tips 
of primaries often pale; rump crimson; upper tail-coverts and 
tail black. Sides of head and neck and lower parts as in G.festivm, 
except that there is more black, especially on the fore neck and 
breast, which are generally black with white spots. 

Females have the crown and occiput black with round white 
spots. In young mal^^ the forehead is coloured as in females. 

Bill bluish brown ; iris pinkish yellow ; eyelids dark slaty brovm: 
legs greenish blue {Codes). 
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Length about 13; tail 4*25; wing 6*5 (varying from 5*85 to 
7*45) ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distribution, Throughout the Lower Himalayas as far west as 
Dehra Dun, rare in Lower Bengal, Manbhoom {Beavan), Dholbhum 
and Borabhum {Ticl^ell\ and common in the neighbourhood of 
the Malabar coast from western Khandesh to Cape Comorin. This 
species has not been recorded from other parts of the Tndifl.n 
Peninsula, but east of the Bay of Bengal it appears to be found 
from Assam throughout Burma and the neighbouring countries 
to Singapore, Siam, and Cochin China. 

The Malabar race (wing 5*8~6*3 ; culmen 1*7-1*9) is much 
smaller than the Him^ayan (wing 6*7-7*45 ; culmen 2-2*4) and 
has been distinguished as C, delesserti ; but Hume has shown tliat 
in Burma there is a complete gradation between the two, and that 
Malay Peninsula birds are small like those from Malabar. Lu 
many species of Oriental birds and mammals the size diminishes 
to the southward. The true C, stHctus is peculiar to Java, and is 
distinguished by the female having a yellow head as in C/fesiivus. 

Habits^ ^c. This bird is found both in thick forest and in cultiva- 
tion, and in Burma often haunts trees on the banks of streams. It 
has, Jerdon says, a high-pitched, faint, screaming note, quite unlike 
the loud and harsh call of Bracliyjptemus aurantius. It also, like 
others of this genus, makes a great noise when tapping by repeating 
its strokes with unusual rapidity. It breeds on the Hilgins between 
5500 and 7000 feet in December, January, and Pebruary, and in the 
northern Satpuras near Bombay in March, making a large hole in 
the trunk of a tree from 6 to 60 feet from the ground, and laying 
a single white egg- 


993. Chrysocolaptes stricklandi. LayardJs Woodjoecker. 

Brachyptemus stricklandi, layard, A. M, N, JS, (2) xiii, p. 449 
(1864). ' ^ 

Chrysocolaptes stricklandi, Blyth^ Ibis, 1867, p. 297 ; BLoUswoHli, 
P. Z, ^.1872, p. 427 ; Legge, Ibis, 1874, p. 16 ; 1876, pp. 283, 410; 
id S, F, 111 , p. 200 ; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 188, pi. vii ; midswartb, 
Ibis, 1874, p. 123 ; JEume, 8. F. vii, p. 368 ; id. Cat. no. 166 ter ; 
BEargitt, Cat B. M. xviii, p. 463 ; Oates in Hume’s & F. 2nd 
ed. ii, p. 313. 


Coloration. Back, scapulars, and outer surface of wings, except 
primary-coverts and outer webs of primaries, dull crimson, edges 
of feathers brighter, rump a.lso brighter. In all other respects 
this species resembles O. guiticTistatus except that there is every- 
where more black and less white, there are only white spots on 
the back of the neck, and the sides of the head above the malar region 
and of the neck are almost all black, the superciliary stripe being 
represented by a row of white spots. The black borders of the 
breast-feathers are very broad. Sexual distinctions as in 0. 
eristatm. 

Bill brownish or olivaceous at the base, greenish white in the 
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middle, the tip dusky ; iris yellowish white ; legs and feet greenish 
slate (Legge) 

Length about 11*5 ; tail 3*5 ; wing 5*9 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*9. 

Ikstnhution. Confined to Ceylon. This Woodpecker is found in 
forests almost throughout the island, on both hills and lowlands. 

Halits^ Similar to those of G,gutticmtatus> Legge observed 
birds of this species haunting a nest-hole high up a large tree in 
January in such a manner as to indicate that they had young. 

Grenus HElIICERCirS, Swainson, 1837. 

Size small ; bill straight, compressed towards the end, nasal ridge 
well marked, beginning at the base halfway between culmen and 
commissure and extendmg half the distance to the tip ; nostrils 
covered with plumes ; feet very large, hallux well developed, fourth 
toe longer than thii’d ; a long crest on the occiput and nape ; neck 
very slender ; tail very short, but httle exceeding the tail-coverts 
and only about one-third the length of the wmg, the tail-feathers 
rounded at the end, outer pair distinctly shorter. Plumage black 
or dark olivaceous grey and buff. Both sexes have in the middle 
of the back a tuft of bristly feathers smeared with a viscid secretion 
having a peculiar resinous scent. 

Only three species are known, of which one is peculiar to Java, 
the others inhabit India and Burma. 

Keg to tlie Bjgeeies. 

A. Crown red in males, ohve-grey like remamder 

of head in females, ruddy buff in young .... KL. mrdidus^ p. 68. 

B. Crown black with white specks in males, buff 

in females and young K. canmte, p. 69. 

994, Hemicercus sordidxis. The Grey-and-Buff Woodjgecker, 

Dendrocopus sordidus, By ton, A, M. K, S. xvi, p. 229 (1^). 

Hemicercus concxetus (Terrm.), apicd Blyth, J. A, S. B. xiv, p. 195 j 

id. Cat, p. 54 ; Horsf, M, Cat. ii, p. 660. 

Hemicercus sordidus, Tweeddale, Ibis, 1877, p. 291 ; Hume ^ Dav. 

S. F. vi, p. 128 ; Hume, Cat. no. 165 his a ; Cedes, B B, ii, p. 32 ; 

Hargiit, Ibis, 1^4, p 247 ; id. Cat. B. M, xviii, p. 483. 

CoUyratwn. Male. Porehead and crown crimson ; coronal feathers 
elongate, the crimson cap tapering to a point on the occiput ; long 
nuchal crest, with the sides of the head and neck, chm, throat, and 
breast olivaceous grey ; hind neck buff ; back, scapulars, wing- 
coverts, and tertiaries black, each feather with a buff margin and 
many with a buff bar across the middle ; remainmg?quills brownish 
black except the inner margin towards the base, which, with the 
rest of the wing-lining, is buff ; on the secondaries some trian- 
gular buff spots appear on the outer webs, which gradually increase 
t ill they become bars on the tertiaries ; lower back uniform grey ; 
rump buff ; upper and lower tail-coverts black tipped with buff ; 
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tail black, the outer feathers barred and tipped with buff; a slight 
trace of a buff line down the side of the neck ; abdomen grey, with 
bu:ffy-white edges to the feathers. 

Female. Porehead and crown olive-grey like the rest of the head. 

In the young of both sexes the crown and long nuchal crest are 
ruddy buff, the feathers tipped with olive-grey ; in males the long 
nuchal feathers become partly crimson, as these become olive-grey 
the crowm becomes crimson, the passage being gradual. The whole 
mantle is buff with black spots, the rump-feathers are edged with 
grey, and those of the lower parts with buff in very young birds. 

Bill plumbeous grey ; irides red-brown ; legs and feet plumbeous, 
tinged greenish {Davison). 

Len^h 5*5; tail 1-2 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distnhution. The Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, 
ranging north into the extreme south of ^ Tenasserim, a single 
specimen having been obtained by Mr. Davison at Bankasun. 

995. Hemicercus canente. The Heart-spotted Woodpedcer, 

Picus canente, Less. Cent. Zool p. 215, pi. 73 (1830). 

Hemicercus canente, Blyth^ J. A. 8. JB. xv, p. 282 ; id. Cat. p 54; 
Horsf. ^ M Cat. ii, p. 660 ; Jerdon, B. 1. i, p 280 ; Hume, 8. F. 
iii, p. 61 , id. Cat. no 165 bis ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 61 ; Blyth 4*^ Wald. 
Birds Burm p. 74 ; Walden, Ibis, 1876, p. 344 ; Hume ^ Inglis, 8 F. 
V, p. 25 ; Butler, ^id. p. 603 ; Hume 4* Dav. 8. F. vi,^. 127, 600 ; 
Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 161 , Oates, B. B. ii, p 30 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 
1884, p. 252 ; id. Cat. B M xviii, p. 486 ; Salvadori, Am. Mv>s. Civ. 
Gen (2) v, p. 564 ; Oates in Hume’s N. 4* E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 314. 

Hemicercus cordatus, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8, xi, p. 2il (1840) ; 
id. HI Ind. Om. pi. xl ; Blyth, Hns, 1866, p 364 , Hwm 4* Bourd. 
8. F. iv, p. 389 , Hume, Cat, no. 166 ; Butler, 8. F ix, p 385 ; 
Davison, 8. F. x, p. 354 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 1884, p. 257 ; id. Cat. B. M. 
xviii, p. 488 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p 114. 

Coloration. Male. Top and sides of head with long occipital 
crest, nape and sides of neck, back, scapulars, upper and lower 
tail-coverts, and tail black, the forehead and anterior portion of 
crown with minute white spots ; a band round the bond neck, 
connected with a median patch on the interscapula^ toct and 
running forward along the sides of the neck to the chin, including 
the throat and malar region, buff, as are also all the wu^-coverts 
along the forearm, the wing-lining, and the rump ; quills black, 
margined with buff towards the base of the inner webs ; tertiaries 
and a few of the huger and median coverts buff, each with a heart- 
shaped black spot near the end ; fore neck, breast, and abdomen 
dusky olive, darker behind, flanks black. 

In the female and in the young of both sexes the forehead and 
crown are buff. 

Bill black; irides dark reddish brown ; legs and feet very dark 
green, somei^es appearing almost black (Davison). 

In males, length 6*4 ; tail 1*4 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
gape 1*1, Bemales are rather smaller ; wing 3*7 ; hill from 
gape *9. 
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The Malabar variety cordatus measures less on an average 
(wing in males about 3*7, in females 3*6), but small Burmese 
specimens are identical in measurement with large Malabar skins. 
The Malabar form has, as a rule, a more slender but not a shorter 
tarsus. I can find no characters by which the two geographical 
races can be constantly distinguished. 



Pig 18 —Head of JET. camnte 


Distrihution. Throughout the Burmese countries from Cachar in 
the north to Kussoom, about 150 miles south of the Tenasserim 
frontier in the Malay Peninsula, ranging eastward to Siam, Cam- 
bodia, and Cochin China. Also in the forests along the Malabar 
coast of India both below and above the G*hats from Khandala to 
Cape Comonn. The only place m the interior of the Peninsula 
whence this bird has been reported is in the Chanda forests, where 
Jerdon says he found it. I was on two occasions for some months 
each time in the forests around Chanda and certainly never saw it, 
nor has it been observed in the Central Provinces since J erdon’s 
time. Jerdon does not say he obtained specimens ; and although 
he very rarely made a mistake, I think the occurrence of this 
species in the Indian Peninsula, except in the Malabar tract, needs 
confirmation. 

Habits^ Found in pairs, sometimes in families, in forest or clear- 
ings, usually haunting the tops of high trees. The note is peculiar, 
rather loud and long, and is frequently uttered. The eggs, usually 
two in number, have been found by Mr. Inglis in Cachar in March, 
by Major Bingham and Mr. Davison in Tenasserim in December 
md March, and by Mr. Darling near Kussoom, Malay Peninsula, 
in July : they are white and glossy, deposited on chips in a hole 
made in a tree, and measure about *9 by *7. 

G-enus HEMILOPHirS, Swainson, 1837. 

Size very large. Bill large, culmen curved at the base, then 
straight, tip compressed and chisel-shaped ; nasal ridge well deve- 
loped, near the culmen, continued almost to the tip; nostrils 
large, rounded, covered with plumes ; feet and claws large ; hallux 
well-developed; fourth toe shorter than third; wings and tail 
long ; tail-feathers very strong and pointed, the outer pair just 
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extending beyond the coverts ; feathers of the head short, harsh 
and scaly ; no crest. Plouaage ashy. 

A single species, which is the largest Indian Woodpecker. 

996. Hemilophxis pnlvernlentus. The Great Wood^eoher. 

Picuspuherulentus, Temm. PL Co/, pi. 389 (1826). 

Picus gutturalis, Valenc. Diet. Sc. JS/at xl, p 178 (1826). 

Hemilophus pulverulentus, Sioatns. Classif. B. n, p. 809 ; Blythy 
Cat. p. 54 ; td. J A. S. B. xxiii, p. 215 ; Blanf. Ibvs^ 1870, p. 464 ; 
Hargitt, Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 494; Oates in Mumds N. ^ 

2nd ed li, p. 315 

Mullenpicus pulverulentus, Bonap. Consp. Voluer. Zygod. p, 7 ; JELorsf. 
§• M. Ccct. li, p 651 , Jei'don, B. /. i, p. 284 ; id. Ihis^ 1872, p, 9 ; 
Godw -Aust. J. A. 8. B. xliii, p 156 ; Hume §• Dav. S F. vi, 
p 133 ; Hume, Cat no. 168 ; Bingham, 8.F. ix, pp. 141, 162, 472. 

Alophonerpes gutturahs, Cab. ^ Heme, Mus. Hem. iv (2), p. 106 ; 
Blyth Wald. Birds Burm p. 75 

Mulleripicus gutturalis, Hume $ Oates, 8. F iii, p. 66. 

Alophonerpes pulverulentus, Wardl.-Bams. Ibis, 1877, p. 457 ; Oates, 
B. B. li, p 29. 

Coloration. Male. Ashy grey ; head paler, especially in front, 
all feathers of forehead, crown, neck, and breast with small pale 
tips ; a large dull pale crimson patch in the malar region bdow 
the eye ; chin, throat, and fore neck saffiron-yellow, tinged with 
red, especially on the fore neck, the feathers of the yellow area 
short and stA ; whole body slaty ash, paler and isabelline round 
the vent ; quills and tail-feathers darker ; outer webs of primaries 
sometimes tipped pale. 

The female wants the red malar patch, and the throat and fore 
neck are yellow without any red. In young males the forehead 
and greater part of the crown are ting^ with pale crimson. 

b2i bluish white, black on the culmen and tips of both man- 
dibles ; mouth bluish black ; eyelids plumbeous ; iris dark hazel- 
brown ; legs dark plumbeous ; claws bluish [Oates). 

Len^h of males about 20 ; tail 7 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*55 ; bill 
from gape 3 : females rather less. 

Distribution. The Terai and base of the Himalayas, as far west 
as Kumaun (or, perhaps, Dehra Dun), not common ; also from 
Assam throughout Burma to Cochin China, Sumatra, Java, and 
Borneo, sparingly distributed as a rule, but common in a few 
locahties. 

Habits, This grand Woodpecker is a denizen of high forests^ 
and especially of hdly tracts, and is generally seen high up the 
stems and upper branches of trees, keeping in small parties of 
from three or four to ten or twelve, and very noisy, often uttering- 
a peculiar querulous call. The nest was found by Bingham during 
the rains in a Hanyin tree [Dij^terooarpus alatus) that had been 
blown down and used as a bridge over a stream. The birds 
had made a hole inches in diameter, extending a foot inwards 
and then 8 inches downwards. The hole contained two fresh 
glossy white eggs, measuring 1*41 x 1*11. 
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Q-enus THEIPONAX, Cab. & Heine, 1863. 

TMs genus is structurally very similar to Eem%lo;phus^ except 
that it has a well-marked nuchal crest, and that the feathers of 
the head are of the ordinary texture. The bill is not quite so 
long as in Hemilo^htis, and the nasal ridge is farther from the 
culmen, though s 1£Q nearer to it, at the base of the bill, than to 
the commissure. The plumage in Thrijponaoo is chiefly black, in 
most species with some white on the body ; the cap and a malar 
patch are red m males, m females of all Indian species the 
occiput and nape retain the red colour. 

The genus occurs in Malabar, throughout Burma and the 
Malay countries, in the Phihppines, and Korea. There are four 
Indian species. 


Key to tTie Sjoedes. 

41. Rum^ white. 

a'. Primaiies black throughout, or nearly so . . . . 
b’. Basal half of inner webs of primaries white , . 
^.-Rmnp black, 

c\ Abdomen white 

d'. No white in plumage 


T. hodysontj p. 72. 
T. feddmi, p. 73. 

T.javmsiSf p. 74. 
T. hodgiij p. 76. 



Pig. IQ.—Head of T. hodgsoni 


997. Thriponax hodgsoni. The Malabar Great Black 
Woodpecker. 

Hemilophus hodgsonii, Jerdon, Madr. Jour, xi, p. 216, pi. ii (1840) ; 
. Blyth, Cat. p. 66. 

Picus hodgsomi, Jerdon^ 111. Ind. Om. pi. v. 

MuUeripicus hodgsoni, Jerdon^ B. 1. i, p. 284. 

Thriponax hodgsoni, Eume, S. F. iii, p. 67 j id. Cat. no. 169 ; Mume 
BourdiUon, 8. F. iv, p. 390 j Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 386 ; Davison, 
8. F. X, p. 366; McGregor, ihid. p. 437,* JSargitt, Ibis, 1886, 
p, 160 ; id. Cat B. M. xrviii, p. 603; Barnes, Bvrds Bom. p. 116; 
Davidson, Jour Bomb. N. JK. 8oo. "vi, p. 336. 

The Great Blade Woodpecker, Jerdon. 
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Coloration, Male, Forehead, crown, nape, and large malar 
patch on each side crimson ; lower back and rump, lower breast 
and upper part of abdomen, flanks, axillaries, and basal portion 
(1-1*15 inches long) of inner webs of secondaries huffy white ; 
remainder of plumage black. 

Female, The crimson is confined to the occiput and nape, all 
the remainder of the head black. 

Bill black ; indes crimson ; legs dark plumbeous (Jerclon), 

Length of males about 19, of females 17*5 ; tail 7 ; wing 8*5 ; 
tarsus 1 5 ; bill from gape 2*6. 

Distribution, Forests near the Malabar coast up to an elevation 
of about 3000 feet or rather higher, from Travancore to west of 
Belgaum (16° N. lat.). Kot recorded farther north. 

Mahits, ^c, A shy bird, not noisy, usually found in pairs, some- 
times in parties of three to six. It keeps generally to evergreen 
forest and has a loud, not unpleasant, call-note. The eggs are not 
known with certainty, and Davidson thinks it lays one only, as he 
never saw more than three birds together. 


998. Thriponax feddeni. The Burmese Great Black 
Woodpecker, 

Mulleripicus feddeni, Blarfordy Blyth, J, A, S. B, xxxii, p. 75 (186S). 

Thriponax jerdoni, Cab. B[eme, Mm, Hein, iv (2), p, 106 (1863), 

Hemilophus feddeni, Blunf. Ihs, 1870, p. 464. 

Thriponax feddeni, Walden^ Ibis, 1871, p. 164 ; Bingham, S, F. viii, 
p. 194 ; IX, p. 162 ; Hume, S, F, viii, p. 409 j Oates, B, B. ii, 
p. 28 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 1886, p. 162 ; id. Cat B, M, xviii, p. 604 ; 
Saloadori, Ann, Mus, Civ, Cen, (2) iv, p. 678. 

Thriponax crawfurdi, apud Hume, S, F, iii, p. 66 ; Blyth §• WaU, 
Birds Burnt, p. 76 ; Hume Dav. S F, vi, p. 184 j Hwme, Cat, 
no. 169 ter, nee Picus crawfurdii, Gray *. 

Coloration very similar to that of T, hodgsoni, but distinguished 
by the much larger extent of the white or creamy-white area on 
the lower parts, where the white extends from the middle breast 


* Ticus erawfwtdu was descnbed in 1829 by Dr J. E. Q-ray (Griffiths Ouv 
An. King , Birds, n. p. 613, fig ) from a coloured drawing made by a native artist 
for Mr. Craw furd, by whom the drawing was brought to England . No specimen 
of the bird has ever been examined by a naturalist, and as in many similar 
cases, where names have been given to figures, it has proved impossible to 
reoomize the species. The following description was taken by Dr. Gray from 
the drawing : — 

“ The whole upper part (except the crest) is deep dark brown, sprinkled 
With grey on the sides of the neck ; across the breast is a large lunule patch of 
fiUte-colour with small dark waves ; the belly is yellow, with the like oresoent- 
sh^ed spots, and the crest is deep red.*' 

It should he added that in the filgure the crown (not the forehead) is red, 
and there is no red malar patch. The black rump distinguishes the figure 
from T, feddem. I strongly suspect the drawing to have an inaccurate 
representation of a female Tjavensts Mr. Orawfurd, however, resided for a 
considerable time in Ava, where T, feddeni occurs. 
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to the vent inclusive, on the rump where it sometimes extends 
to the tail-coverts, and especially inside the wings, the basal half 
or nearly half of the inner webs of all quills being white ; some 
of the outer primanes generally white- tipped ; some white mixed 
with the black on the sides ot the head, and on the chin and 
throat. Sexual distinctions as in T. hodgsoni. 

Bill slaty ; irides yellow ; legs and feet plumbeous ; claws 
horny (Bingham), 

Length about 16 ; tail 6 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from gape 
2*2 : the female as large as the male. 

Dutnhution, Throughout the greater part of Burma from 
Bhamo m the north to the hills east of Moulmein (Kokarit). 
This bird has also been sent from Siam and Cochm China. 

KabitSy Sfc, A forest-bird found also in clearings, and generally 
observed in pairs on saplings and small trees. According to 
Captain Beilden and !Mj. Davison the flight is peculiar and 
noiseless — the blows given by the bill when tapping are loud 
but slow, not qmckly repeated like those of Brachyj^ternus, CTiryso- 
colajptes, and Hemihjghus. The call is not loud but is charac- 
teristic, somewhat resembling a Jackdaw’s. The nidification has 
not been observed. 


999. Thriponax javensis. The Malay Black Woodjpedker, 

Picus javen&is, JBiorsJield^ Trans, lAnn, Soc, xiii, p. 176 (1821). 

Picus ieucogaster, Valenc, Diet 8c, Nat, xl, p. 178 (1826). 

Hemilophua javensis, Blyth, Cat p. 55. 

Mullenpicus javensis, JELorsf, ^ m. Cat, ii, p. 652. 

Thnponax javensis, Blytk, Birds Burm, p. 75 ; 8, F. iii, 

p. 319 ; Cat, no. 169 quat. ; Hume ^ Dav. 8, F, vi, p. 135 ; 
Oates, B. B, ii, p. 27 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 1886, p. 145 ; id. Cat, B, M, 
xvm, p. 498. 

Coloration, Male, Porehead, crown, nape, and a large malar 
patch crimson ; lower breast, abdomen, flanks, asHlaries, and the 
inner webs near the base of some of the quills, chiefly secondaries, 
creamy white; ail the rest of the plumage black, small white 
streaks intermixed on sides of neck behind ear-coverts, and on chin 
and throat; sometimes a white tip to each of the outer primaries. 

In the female the crimson is confined to the occiput and nape. 

Bin black, lower mandible plumbeous; iris creamy white or 
yellow ; orbital skm dark plumbeous ; legs and feet pale plumbeous 
(Davison), 

Length about 17 ; tail 7 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from gape 2*4. 

Distnhution, The Malay Peninsula, ranging into the extreme 
south of^ Tenasserim, also Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and several of 
the Philippine Islands. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of Tfeddeni, 



PIOUMNirS. 


75 


1000, Thnponax hodg^. The Andaman Blach WoodjpecTcer. 

Mnlleripicus hodgei, Blyth, J, A, S, B, xxixj p. 106 (1860) ; Beamn. 
Ibis, 1867, p. 320 ; Ball, I A. S. B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 241 ; xli, pt 2, 
p. 279 f vi.S F.i,v.QS. ’t >y ,, a , 

Thriponax hodgei, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. SOI ; Bbime, S. F ii, p. 139; 
id. Cat. no. 169 bis ; Sargitt, Ibis, 1886, p. 142 ; id. Cat, B. M, 
xviii, p. 602. 

Coloration, The forehead, crown, nape, and malar patch crimson 
in the male, occiput and nape only in the female, all the rest of 
the plumage black. 

Bill black, in some specimens, not in all, whitish and semi- 
transparent at the tip ; irides pale yellow ; legs, feet, and claws 
blackish plumbeous (Hume). 

Length about 15 ; tail 6 ; wing 7’5 ; tarsus 1*3 ; bill from 
gape 1*9. 

Distribution, The Andaman Islands. 

Habits, ^c. This Woodpecker is said by Davison to keep to the 
larger trees, to have a shrill rasping whistle, and to make a great 
noise tapping. He shot the young well grown at the end of 
March. 

Ficus or Dryooojgus martins was at one time believed by Hume 
to inhabit part of the Klurthar range, Sind. I have been all over 
the range, which is very barren and treeless, and there is no part 
suited for this bird ; moreover I ascertained when in Sind that the 
native story told to Mr. Hume about the occurrence of a black 
Woodpecker (S. i, pp. 129, 171) at Dharydro was a hoax. 


Subfamily PICUMNINiB. 

This subfamily consists of the smallest forms of the group, 
distinguished by having flexible tail-feathers and short tails, by their 
nostrils being always covered with dense plumes and bristles, and, 
according to Mr. W. Kitchen Parker, by a less developed type of 
palatal structure. The Picumninoe or Piculets, as they have been 
called, climb less and perch more than the true Woodpeckers, 
which, however, they resemble in food and in nidification. They 
are found in the Oriental region, Africa, and South America. 
Two genera are Indian. 


Key to the Genera, 


Toes 4 ; orbital region feathered. Picumnus, p. 76. 

Toes 3; orbital region naked Sasia, p. 77. 


Genus PICTTBOniS, Temminck, 1825. 

Size small. Bill conical, compressed, pointed, the cuhnen slightly 
curved and angulate, the nostrils and chin-angle concealed by dense 
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plumes w ith black bristles projecting. Wing and tail rounded. 
Toes 4. Orbits feathered. Plumage soft, lax, and elongate. 

A large genus comprising 33 species, of which all but two are 
South American ; one inhabits China, and one is Indian. 

lOOl. Picxuninis innominatus. The Speckled, Piculet, 

Picumnus innominatus, Burton^ P. Z, S. 1836, p. ^ 164 ; Blyth, Cat, 
p. 05 ; Hargittj Cat B. M. xviii, p. 649 , Oates in Hume's N. 

2nd ed. ii, p. 816. 

ViYia mpalensis, Hodgson, J A, 8. B. yi, p. 107 (1837). 

Vma innominata, Hoi*sf, ^ M, Cat. ii, p. 677 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, 
p. 300 , Stoliczha, J. A, 8, B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 21 j Godw.-Amb, 
J, A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 97 ; Blgth §• Wald, Birds Burm, 
p. 78 ; Hume, 8, F, v, p. 35l ; xi, p. 64 , id. Cat, no. 186 ; Scully ^ 
8, F. viii, p. 250 ; Hargitt, Ibis, 1881, p. 223 ; id. Cat, B. M, xyhi, 
p. 549 , Bingham, 8, F, ix, p. 166 , Inglis, ibid, p. 247 } Davison^ 
8, F, X, p. 867 ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 24. 

Kepal ; Dang-ehim, Lepcha. 



Big. 20. — Head of P. innominatus. 


Coloration, Mcde, Nasal plumes yello'wish white, with black 
bristles projecting ; forehead olive ; sincipital feathers black with 
reddish-orange borders, occiput and hind neck olive ; a broad band 
from the eye down the side of the neck blackish olive ; a malar 
stripe the same but mixed with white ; two yellowish-white bands 
down each side of the neck, one from above the eye, the other 
below the eye and ear-coverts, and including the lores; back, 
scapulars, and rump bright yellow-olive ; outside of wings the 
same, becoming duUer on the coverts; inside of quills brown; 
yellowish white on the inner margins ; tail blackish brown, inner 
webs of middle pair of feathers white, each feather of the two 
outer large pairs and the small outermost pair with a broad oblique 
white bar close to the tip ; chin and throat white, breast and 
abdomen pale yellow, all with large black spots ; flanks barred ; 
wing-linmg white. 

Female, The whole crown olive. 

Bill plumbeous black; irides brown; feet dark plumbeous 
{Scndly), 

Len^h about 4 ; tail 1*4 ; wing 2*3 ; tarsus *52 ; bill from 
gape 0*5. 

Distribution, Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Murree, 
ranging from about 1500 to 6000, or even in places, according to 
StoEczka, 9000 feet above the sea. This species has also been 



found very rarely in the hills of Southern India near the west 
coast, hy Mr. J. Darling in the Wynaad, and by Mr. W. Davison 
below Kotagiri on the Nilgiris. To the eastward it is found m 
Assam, Oachar, and Manipur, and very sparingly in Burma, the 
Malay Peninsula, and Sumatra. In Burma it has hitherto only 
been recorded from Karennee by Wardlaw Eamsay, and from 
Tenasserun by Blyth and Bingham. 

JffabitSf ^c. According to Jerdon this bird is found in tangled 
brushwood and among dead and fallen trees in damp spots. Scully, 
however, observed it on trees near Katmandu. To the eastward 
it haunts bamboos. It feeds on various insects, and, according 
to Mr, R. Thompson, on the eggs and larvae of wood-boring 
beetles. It breeds in April and May, making a hole precisely like 
that of a typical Woodpecker, sometimes in the stem, sometimes 
in a branch of a tree, and laying usually three eggs, oval, white, 
and very glossy, measurmg on an average *6 by *5. 


Q-enus SASIA, Hodgson, 1836. 

This genus of Piculets differs from Picummis in wanting the 
first (inner hind) toe, and in having a naked space round each 
orbit, and a very short tail. The culmen is more rounded. The 
coloration, too, differs greatly from that of Fi&umnus. 

Three species are known — one is Himalayan and Burmese, the 
other two Malay. 

1002. Sasia ochracea. The Eufom Piculet, 

Sasia ochracea, Sodgs, J. A. S B. v, p. 778 (1836) ; Blyth, Cat. 
p, 65 ; Korsf. M. Cat. ii, p. 678 ; Jerdorij B. L i, p. 301 j id. 
Ibis^ 1872, p. 10 ; Qodw.-Amt. J. A. 8. B. xzxix, pt. 97 : 
xlv, pt. 2, p. 70 j Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 78 ; EMme § 
Oates, 8. lii, jp. 75 ; Hmie ^ Da v. 8 F. vi, p. 148 ; Hume, Cat 
no. 187 ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 65 ; Inglis, 8. F. ix, p. 247 ; Margitt, Ibis, 
1881, p. 231 ; id. Cat. B. M. xviii, p. 555 ; Oates, B. B. li, p. 26 ; 
id. in Mume^s N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 317. 

Oomeris (Sasia) ochiacea, Hodgs. Gray^s Zool. Misc. p. 85 (1844). 

Microcolaptes ochraceus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B, xiv, p. 191. 

Sasya, Nepal ; Cfdm, Lepcha. 

Coloration. Male, Nasal plumes and forehead golden yellow, 
the former terminating in long black bristles, the yellow shading 
into rufous on the sinciput ; occiput and nape olive ; lores light 
grey *, a white supercilium carried back some distance from above 
the eye ; back, scapulars, and edges of tertiaries rufous olive, re- 
mainder of outer surface of wing pure olive ; rump bright orange- 
brown ; quills (except the outer edges) brown with whitish inner 
margins ; tertiaries pale brown j upper tail-coverts and tail black ; 
lower parts orange-brown (brownish ferruginous), occasionally 
brownish yellow, sides of neck and hind neck rather more rufous ; 
wing-lining yellowish white ; edge of wing buffi. 
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In the female the forehead and sinciput are brownish rufous, 
like the hind neck. 

Upper mandible dark brown, low^er plumbeous ; iris crimson, 
orbits dusky red ; legs yellowish red (Oates), 

Length 3*4 ; tail 1 ; wing 2*1 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from gape *55. 
Distnhution, The Himalayas in Hepal, and further eastward; 
Assam, Tipperah, Sylhet, Cachar, Manipur, and throughout Burma, 
but not, so far as is known, farther south, this species being 
replaced in the Malay Peninsula by S, ahnormis. In Sikkim 
ochracea is found between 1000 and 6000 feet. 

Halits^ ^G, This little Woodpecker is usually solitary or in 
pairs ; it haunts brushwood and bamboos in forest, and, like Picwm- 
nus innominatus^ often makes its presence known by the noise it 
produces by tapping on bamboos. It lives on various insects, 
partly, at all events, on Coleoptera. Its eggs have been found in 
Sikhim by Mr. Gammie, amongst others, in June and July. It 
makes a hole, sometimes in the stem of a tree, sometimes in a 
bamboo. The eggs are white and measure about *63 by *5. 


Subfamily lYNGIN^. 

Tail-feathers soft, flexible ; tail about three quarters the length 
of the wing or more ; nostrils not covered by plumes, but partially 
covered by a membrane. 

This subfamily contains the Wrynecks, which form a single 
genus. 


Genus lYHX, Linn., 1766. 

Bill of moderate length, conical, compressed ; nostrils large, near 
the culmen ; wing pointed ; plumage soft, brownish grey in colour, 
minutely speckled. Sexes alike. 

Pour species are known, three of which are confined to Africa ; 
the fourth is a migratory bird, visiting India and Burma in 
winter. 


1003. lynx torquilla. The Common Wryneck, 

Yunx torquiUa, Linn, Syst. Nat, i, p. 172 ( 1766 ) Blyth, J, A, S, B, 
xvi, p. 467 ; id. Cat, p. 66 ; JECorsf. ^ M, Cat, ii, p. 679 ; Jerdm, 
B, I, i, p 803 ; StoUcskay J, A, S. B, xxxvii, pt. 2 , p. 22 ; id, 
B. F, ii, p. 461 ; Brooks, J, A, 8, B, xli, pt. 2 , p. 74 ; Butter, 8, F, 
iii, p. 469 ; v, p. 227 ; ix, p. 886 ; Ball, 8, F, vii, p. 206 ; Bbme, 
Cat, no. 1 ^ ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p, 120 . 

Jynx torquiUa, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, pp. 866, 857. 

lynx Biddul^h, Ibis, 18&, p. 49; 8mlly, ibid, p. 430; 

Oates, B, B. ii, p. 28 ; Sume, 8, F, xi, p. 65 ; Hargdt, Cat, B, M, 
xviii, p. 560; Salmdon, Ann, Mus, Ofy. Gen, (2) vii, p. 880; 
Oates in Bkmds N, ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 818 ; 8harjpe, Yark, Miss,, 
Aves, p. 110. 

Qardan eyengtha, H. ; Meda nulingadu, Tam. 
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Coloration. Above brownish grey, finely speckled and mottled : 
a dark brown patch, unevenly coloured, from nape to middle of 
back, another across the coverts of each wing, a few longitudinal 
dark streaks on the lower back and rump, and some imperfect 
ocelli on the wing-coverts ; quills brown, with numerous rufous 
spots on both webs ; tail with narrow wavy black cross-bands ; 



Fig. 21. — Head of L torgiiiUa 


sides of head, throat, and fore neck pale rufous with dark cross- 
lines, a dark patch on the ear-coverts ; breast and abdomen white, 
with arrow-head-shaped dark marks. 

Bill brown, iris hazel ; legs and feet greenish brown {Oates). 

Length 7*5 ; tail 2-8 ; wing 3*4 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape *85. 

Oistrihution. A winter vistor to the plains of India and Burma, 
extending south to Madras {Jerdon) and Belgaum {Butler\ and in 
Burma to Pegu {Oates) and Karennee {Wardlaw Bamsay^ Fea). 
'Not recorded from the Malabar coast, Ceylon, nor Tenasserim. 
Pound in summer in Kashmir and dilgit. Outside of India the 
Wryneck is found in summer throughout the greater part of 
Europe, Central and Northern Asia, and in winter in parts of 
Africa. 

Habits, ^c. The Wryneck is generally seen on low trees or 
bushes or in high grass. It feeds on various insects, chiefly ants, 
which it sometimes captures on the ground. It has a peculiar 
plamtive call. It but rarely climbs trees like a Woodpecker, 
pressing its tail against the bark, though it has been seen to do so. 
The name is derived from a habit it has of twisting its head round. 
It has not been known to breed in the plains of India, but Brooks 
and Stoliczka have found it nesting in Kashmir. The eggs are 
laid in Europe about May in a hole not always made by the bird, 
often in a lime-tree. The hole is not lined. The eggs are white, 
7 to 12 in number, and measure about *81 by *64. 

Yumc indica, Q-ould (Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 304), is now known to 
have been founded on a specimen of an A&rican species, Ljoectordlts, 
The supposed Afghan or Tibetan locality must have been a 
mistake. 



Orderly. ZYGODACTYLL 


The second order of Picarian birds comprises the Indicators or 
Honej-guides, the Barbets, and the Toucans (EhamphastidcB\ the 

last being peculiar to South America, 



All of these have zygodactyle feet 
like Woodpeckers, with the first 
and fourth toes directed backwards, 
and the picine arrangement of the 
deep plantar tendons, the jieocor 
jperforans dipito'nm running to the 
third toe only, whilst the first, 
second, and fourth toes are sup- 
plied by branches of the jflexor 
longus Jialluds, as shown in the 
accompanying figure by G-arrod. 
The muscles of the thigh, too, in 
the present group, present the same 
arrangement as in Pici ; the spinal 
feather-tract is similarly disposed, 
the oil-gland is tufted, and there 
are no caeca. The nidification, too, 
is similar. 

On the other hand, the vomer in 
the present group, instead of being 
represented by a number of paired 
rods, is single and bifurcate, and 


Pig. 22. — ^Tarsus and foot of Megor 
lama asiatica from behind, dis- 
sected to show the deep plantar 
tendons, the /. long, hhlluds on 
the right in the upper part of 
the figure, the/, p&rf. dmtorum 
on the left. (Oarrod, P. Z S. 
1876, p. 346.) 

behind, instead of much less 


the palate is either truly desmo- 
gnathous, the maxillo - palatines 
blending across tbe middle line, or 
segithognathous. The sternum, too, 
presents some characteristic differ- 
ences, being much broader, especi- 
ally in front, in proportion to its 
length, and the breadth in front 
being nearly the same as that 
; the foramina or notches on the 


posterior border are deeper, the manubrium or rostrum stemi is 
pointed and not bifid, and the clavicles do not meet to form a 
furcula. Tongue of ordinary structure, not protrusile. 

The two Indian families of this order are thus distinguished 
(the characters do not apply to some African forms) : — 


Tail-feathers 12 ; primaries 9 Iridicatoridae^ 

Tail-feathers 10 ; primaries 10 Capitonidae. 
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Family INDICATORIDiE. 

Bill stout, short. Tail-feathers 12 (except in one aberrant 
African genus). Wing long and pointed ; only 9 primaries ; no 
short primary, the first nearly as long as the second. Yentral 
feather-tract forked on the throat, but not on each side of the 
breast. 

Ethiopian and Oriental regions. A single genus is found in 
India. 


Genus INDICATOR, VieiHot, 1816. 

Tarsus short, all toes well-developed, 3rd (outer anterior) longer 
than 4th (outer posterior). Bill finch-like ; culmen rounded, the 
profile considerably curved; no nasal plumes nor rictal bristles; 
nostrils large, subtriangular, partly covered by a membrane. Tail 
somewhat graduated, lie outer pair of rectrices in several species, 
as in the Indian one, considerably shorter and narrower. 

This genus contains several African species and the only two 
Oriental members of the family ; one of these is Himalayan, the 
other, L archipelagicus^ is Malayan, not ranging into Tenasserim. 

The African Indicators frequently point out the position of 
bees’ nests, and hence have received the name of Honey-guides. 
Throughout Africa these birds are said to lead men to bees’ nests 
for the sake of sharing in the spoil. Nothing is known of similar 
habits in the Indian and Malay species, though they appear, like 
the African, to feed on hymenoptera. The Honey-guides, like 
Woodpeckers and Barbets, lay wMte eggs in a hole in the stem or 
branch of a tree, but they are said to utilize an old nest-hole of a 
Barbet or Woodpecker for the purpose. 

1004. Indicator xanthonotus. The Yellow-hacked Eoney-guide. 

Indicator xanthonotus, Blyth, J, A, 8. B. xi, p. 166 (1842); xii, 
p. 942, pi. ; xiv, p. 198 ; id. Cat, p. 65 ; Jerdon, lU, Ind, Om, 
pi. 50 ; id, B. I. i, p. 306 ; id, IbiSy 1872, p. 10 ; Kumey 8, F, i, 
p. 313 ; 8toliczkay ibid, p. 425 ; Sume, Cat. no. 190 , 8hEleyy Cat, 
B. M, xix, p. 3 ; 8harjiey Yark, Miss,, AveSy p. 108. 

Indicator radcliffi, SuTne, IbiSy 1870, p. 529 ; Jerdony Ibisy 1872, 

p. 10. 

Pseudofiingilla xanthonotus, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 314 (1873), 

Pseudospiza xanthonota, Sharpe, JBowleyh Om. Mue, i, p, 207, 

Coloration. Broad forehead, edges of a few sincipital feathers, 
and cheeks golden yellow; crown and sides of head including 
area round the eyes, back and sides of neck dusky yellowish olive, 
feathers of the crown with dark centres ; feathers of upper back and 
scapulars, wing-coverts and quills blackish brown, all except the 
primaries and their coverts narrowly fringed with yellowish olive ; 
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inner webs of secondaries and tertiaries with whitish margins 
middle of back pure yellow, lower back and rump orange-yellow ; 
upper tail-coverts and tail-feathers blackish brown, except the 
outermost (shorter) tail-feathers, which are paler and greyer ; lower 



JFig 23 — Head of L mntJionoUih. 


parts dark grey ; the chin, throat, and fore neck tmged with yellow ; 
breast and abdomen with blackish shaft-streaks, broader behind 
vent; feathers and under tail-coverts blackish with pale edges; 
wing-hning whitish, edge of wing bufE. 

Bill yellow, ashy towards the tip ; iris dark brown ; naked orbital 
area pale green ; teet pale greenish homy {Stohczha). 

Length about 6 ; wing 3*8 ; tail 2*4 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *5. 
Ihstriliition. This species, which is very rare, has hitherto been 
found only in the Himalayas, in Sikhim, and also near Murree and' 
Abbottabad, but nowhere in the intervening area, 

EaUts^ The only published observations are by Stoliczka, 
who shot a male close to Dungagali near Murree. This bird bad 
a heavy flight like Megalmia^ and in the stomach were several 
specimens of a predatory wasp and a small quantity of green 
vegetable matter. 


PamUy CAPITONID^. 

Bill as a rule stout and strong- Nostrils at base of bill, often 
overhung by plumes and bristles. Eictal and chin bristles often 
largely developed. Yentral feather-tract forked on the throat and 
on each side of the breast. Tail-feathers 10. "Wing rounded in all 
Indian forms, and with 10 primaries, the first short. 


Key to the Genera, 


a. No green on plumage ; no rictal bristles . . Galouhamphus, p. 83. 
h. Prevailing colour green; long rictal bristles. 

a\ Lower tail-coverts red Mboal-sjiua, p. 84. 

h\ Lower tail-coverts green. 

a”, 3nd primary shorter than 10th. 

Head, neck, and breast brown, 
more or less streaked Thbebicbbyx, p. 86. 
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Head and neck with bright colours. 

Oulmen longer than tarsus . . . Chotobhba, p. 90 
Oulmen not longer than tarsus . . Cyanops, p. 93. 
b". 3nd primary longer than 8th XANTHon^axA, p. 97. 

The Barbets are mainly fruit-eating birds. In the stomachs of 
the African species that I examined in Abyssinia I found insects 
in considerable quantities; but although some of the Indian species 
are occasionally insectivorous, none of them, with the exception of 
€alorhamp7ius, feed much on msect food. Indian species, with 
the same exception, have a peculiar call of one, two, or three 
syllables, repeated in a singularly monotonous manner for several 
minutes, then ceasing for a time, and recommencing after an 
interval. The calls of two or more birds are frequently heard 
together, the pitch of each bird’s note being diifferent. It is often 
very difBcult to teU in which direction precisely a bird is calling, and 
both the direction and distance appear to vary as the bird turns 
its head in different ways. Each bird, in the act of calling, nods 
its head in a peculiar manner. All Barbets, so far as is Imown, 
excavate nest-holes in trees not unlike those made by Wood- 
peckers ; the entrance small, generally very weU rounded and neatly 
bevelled, and the inside larger and well smoothed. The eggs, which 
are white but not so glossy as those of Woodpeckers, are laid on 
the bare wood, or on a few chips. When makmg their nest-holes 
these birds tap to detach the wood, but the action is much slower 
than that of Woodpeckers. 

As a rule Barbets perch, and they do not, commonly at all 
events, climb stems or branches as Woodpeckers do, but they 
sometimes cling to a vertical tree. Their flight is undulating, 
but strong and moderately rapid. 

In the plumage of all Indian species, except OalorTiarwpJius hayi^ 
green predominates. The sexes are generally alike. 


Genus CALOBHAMPHUS, Lesson, 1839. 

Bin stout, culmen much curved, sharply angulate, upper 
mandible not swoUen at the base ; nostrils partly overhung, but 
not concealed, by feathers and a few bristles ; no bristles on chin ; 
feathers of crown with coarse shafts, of which the ends are pro- 
longed as free bristles. Wings rounded, tail shghtly rounded. 
Sexes alike except in the colour of the bill. 

A genus of two small dull-coloured species, brown above, 
whitish below, confined to the Malay countries. One is found 
in Southern Tenasserim. 

1005. Calorhamphixis hayi* The Brown Barbet, 

Bucco hayi, Gh'ay, ZooL Mm. p. 33 (1831). 

Megalorhynchus hayii, Blyth. Cat. p. 69; Morsf. & M. Cat. ii. 
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Calorhamplius latliami, Marshall^ Mon. Cap, p. 179, pi. 72; net 
Bucco lathami, Gmel. 

Oalorhampliua hayii, Ekme, S. F. iii, p. 319 ; d. Cat no. 190 bis ; 
Hume §* Bav. 8 F. vi, p. 149 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 138 ; Shelley, 
Cat. B. M. six, p. 60. 

Coloration. Upper parts througbout dark brown, the feathers of 
the crown with black shafts and narrowly edged with rufous, 
those of the mantle with narrow yellow edges, which are more 
conspicuous on the upper tail-coverts; these pale fringes disappear 
with wear; quills and tail-feathers also dark brown, the quills with 
fulvous inner margins ; sides of head dark brown like the crown, 
becoming paler and reddish in the malar region ; chin and throat 
still paler rufous, remainder of lower parts sulhed yellowish white. 

Bill black in the male, dull reddish brown in the female ; irides 
dull red or brownish red ; legs and feet orange, claw^s black 
{Davison). 

Length 7*25 ; tail 2 ; w^ing 3*25 ; tarsus *85 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distnhution. From the southernmost part of Tenasserim through- 
out the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra. 

Ealits, ^c. According to Davison this is a forest bird, usually 
seen in small parties of three or four, hunting about the branches 
and leaves of trees, chnging in all positions hke a Tit, and feeding 
on insects as much as fruits. It has a most peculiar note, a low 
soft whistle. 


Genus MEGALiElfA, G. E. Gray, 1842. 

Bill large, culmen rounded, not angulate, much curved, upper 
mandible considerably swollen at the base and overlapping the 
lower ; nostrils completely covered by plumes and bristles, base of 
bill surrounded by bristles not so long as the bill ; wings rounded ; 
tail square. Sexes alike. 

This genus as restricted comprises three species of large size, 
two of which are found within our area ; the third, M. lagrandieri, 
occurs in Cochin China. The prevailing colour is green. The 
under tail-coverts are bright red. 

Key to the JSjjedes. 

Head and neck deep violet-blue M, marshallorum, p. 84. 

Head and neck verditer with a greemsh tinge. M. m ms, p. 86. 

1006. Hegalsema marshaUonim. The Great Eimalayan Barhet. 

Megalaima virei^, Blyth, Cat p. 66 ; Eorsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 636 ; 
Jerdon, B, I. i, p. 308 ; Stohczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 22 ; 
Beavan, Ibis, 1869, p. 416.; Godw.-Anst. J. A. S. B. xxxiz, pt. 2, 
p. 97 ; Marshall, Mon. Cap. p. 33, pi. xvi. ; nec Bucco vmens, 
JSodd. 

Megalsema maiahallorum, Swinhoe, A. M. N. E. (4) vi, p. 348 
(1870) ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 11 ; Cock ^ Marsh. S. F. i, p, 860; 
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Blyth, Birds Bunn* p. 73 ; Broohs^ S. F. iii, p, 232 ; BCumej Cat, 
no. 101 ; id, 8, F, xi, p. 66 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 260 ; C. S, T, 
Ilai shall, Ibis, 1884, p. 410; Oates in JEume^s N, F, 2nd ed. li, 
p. 318 ; Shelley, Cat, B, M, xix, p. 63 ; Sharpe, Yarh, jlfm., Aves, 

p. 108. 

Traiho, H. Chamba ; MiouU, at Mussooree ; Nyahul, Neoul, Nepalese ; 
Kun-nyong^ Lepcba 



Fig 24 — Head of M. marshallonm. 


Coloration. Feathers of head and neck all round black with deep 
violet-blue edges ; back and scapulars brownish olive, the upper 
back with narrow pale green or greenish-yellow longitudinal 
streaks; lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts grass-green, 
with brighter green edges ; tail green above, blackish washed with 
pale blue below; secondary-coverts like back; primary-coverts 
and primaries near the base fringed with blue, outer webs of 
secondaries green, tertiaries bluer with the tips olive-brown, 
remainder of quills blackish brown, inner webs with yellowish- 
white margins, and outer webs of primaries with a pale linear 
border near the tips ; upper breast dark olive-brown ; lower breast 
and abdomen blue m the middle, yellow with broad brownish 
shaft-stripes at the sides ; under tail-coverts scarlet. 

BiU yellow, pale in front, dusky at the edge of the upper 
mandible ; indes brown ; legs greenish homy {Jerdon). 

Length 13 ; tail 4 ; wing 5*7 ; tarsus 1*25 ; bill from gape 2*1. 

Bistrilution. Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Murree, 
between about 3000 and 8000 feet elevation, also south of the 
Assam Valley in Manipur, the Khdsi hills, and, according to Blyth, 
Arrakan. Birds from Karennee referred to this species by 
Wardlaw Eamsay prove to belong to the next. 

Habits, ^c. A forest bird; according to Jerdon, “it has a loud 
plaintive call (pi-o, joi-o), keeps to the top of high trees, lives 
entirely on fruit, and has a strong and vigorous flight in great 
undulations.’’ It sometimes is met with in small flocks. It makes 
nest-holes in various trees, in the trunks and larger branches, from 
10 to 60 feet from the ground, and lays from the middle of May 
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to the middle of July. The eggs are dull white, usually four in 
number, and measure on an average 1*37 by *98. 

1007. JlCegalsBma virens. The Great Chinese Barbet, 

Bucco virens, Bodd, TahL FI. JSnl. p. 63 (1783). 

Megalaema virens, JTmne^ S. F. li, p. 472 ; td. Cat. no. 191 bis ; 

JSuiyie 4' Bav. S. F. vi, p. 150 ; Bingham^ S. F. ix, pp. 165, 473 ; 

Oafes^ B. B. ii, p. 130; id. in Huine’s N, E 2nd ed ii, p. 319 , 

Shelley^ Cat B. M. xix, p. 52 ; Salvadorij Ann. Mm, Civ. Gm. 

(2) vn, p. 377. 

Megalsema niarshaUorum, Wald&n^ Birds Buim p. 73; Wardl. 

Bams IbiSf 1877, p 457 , OateSj B, B. ii, p. 129 ; nec iSzvinhoe 

Similar to M. marshallorum^ except that the colour of the head 
and neck is verditer-blue with a greenish tinge, and that the pale 
streaks on the upper back are much fewer, less marked, and 
whitish or bluish, not green or yellow ; the median wing-coverts 
too are tinged with red. Soft parts and dimensions as in 
M, marshallorunu 

Bistrihution. Karennee and hill-forests of northern Tenasserim 
as far south as Muleyit, east of Moulmein, extending thence into 
South China. 

Habits.^ Similar to those of M, marshallorum. The eggs 
were found by Major Bingham in Tenasserim during February 
and March. 


Genus THEEEICERTX, Blanford, 1893. 

Bill shaped somewhat as in Megalcmia, but the upper mandible 
is not quite so high, and the bill is generally pale yellowish 
throughout, l^ostrils exposed. Wing rounded. The plumage is 
peculiar ; the head, neck, and breast are brown, more or less 
streaked with white, the rest of the plumage green. 

Thi*ee species are found wuthin Indian limits, a fourth, T. ^hce- 
ostictus (phceostrialus\ inhabits Cochin China. The members of 
this sm^l group have hitherto been reterred by various writers 
■either to Megalama or to Cyanojos, 

Key to the Sjpecies. 

a, A large naked orbital space extending to gape . T. zeylmicus^ p. 86. 
h, Orbit^ space smaller, not extending to gape. 

a\ Wing about 5"' T, Uneatus^ p. 88, 

y. Wing about 4” T. vindis, p. 89. 

1008. Thereiceryx zeylonicus. The Common Indian Green 
Barbet. 

Bucco zeylanicus, Gmel Syst.Nat. i, p. 408 (1788) ; Blyth.J.A. 8. B, 
XV) pp. 13, 282. 

Bncco caniceps, FranTdin, F, Z, 8. 1831, p. 121. 
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1872, p. 429. . T cv -r, 

Megalsema caniceps, JBea'oan^ IbiSy 1866, p 411 ; Stoltcsica, J. -4. o, P, 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 22 : Marshall, Mon, Cap, p. 91, pi. 39 ; 
McMaster, J A, 8, B. xl, pt. 2, p. 209 ; Ball, S. P. li, p, 392 ; 
V, p. 413; yii, p. 206; Morgan, Ibis, 1876, p. 314; Mume, Cat, 
no. 193 ; Reid, 8, F, x, p. 25 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 121. 
Megala&ma zeylanica, Blyth, Ibis, 1807, p 296 ; Marshall, Mon, Cap, 
p. 95, pi. 40 ; Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 369 ; td. Cat, no. 193 ter ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 208, pi. x. 

Megklsema inornata, iValden, A, M, H, H, (4) v, p. 219 (1870) ; 
Marshall, Mon, Cap, p. 89, pi. 38 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 11 ; 
Hume, 8 F, ui, p. 401 , id. Cat, no. 193 bis ; Butler, 8, F. iii, 
p. 459 ; ix, p. 387 ; Vidal, 8 F ix, p. 64 ; Hamdson, 8, F x, p. 298 ; 
iittledale, Jour, Bomb, N. H, 8oc, i, p. 197 , Barnes, Birds Bom, 

p. 121. 

Oyanops caniceps and C. zeylonica, Oates in Hume's N, F, 2nd ed. 

ii, pp. 322, 324, Shelley, Cat, B, M, xix, pp. 76, 78. 

Tbereiceryx zeylonicus, Blanf. Ibis, 1893, p. 237 . 


The common Green Barhet, Jerdon, Ban a Bussunta, H. & Beng. ; 
Kutumra, Deccan ; Hudrunga, H. in Central India ; Kotur, H. (Robilcund 
and Doab) & Malir. , Sunterar, Beng. Manbhoom ; Ktdurga, Mabr. ; 
Kutur hahi. Can.; Qandu Karna^n, Tel.; Kotoruwa, Oing. ; Kutur, 
Tamil (Ceylon). 



Fig. 25. — Head of T, zeylonicus. 


A large naked space round the eye extending to the gape, lores 
almost entirely naked. Oulmen much curved. 

Coloration, Head and neck all round, with the breast, and some- 
times the upper abdomen, brown, the feathers with narrow pale 
shaft-stripes, the pale shafts generally inconspicuous on the head, 
but becoming more and more distinct behind ; upper parts from 
neck bright green ; interscapula^ feathers, scapulars, and upper 
wing-coverts more or less distinctly pale-shafted with smaU 
terminal whitish spots. Abdomen paler green than back; tail 
below washed with light verditer-blue ; quills brown, with pale 
inner margins and the primaries narrowly pale-edged near the 
end. 
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Bill pale orange-brown ; iris red-brown ; bare orbital skin dull 
orange ; legs light yellowish brown (Jerdon). 

Len^h 10*5 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 4*7 ; tarsus 1*25 ; bill from gape 1*8. 
Ceylon and Tranvancore birds run smaller, wing about 4*4. 

Distribution. Almost throughout India and Ceylon. Common 
at the base of the Western Himalayas in the Dehra Dun and 
Eohilcund Terai, throughout the North-west Provinces and the 
wooded parts of Central India, Eastern Guzerat, the Central' 
Provinces, and South-western Bengal, the forest-tracts between the 
Ganges and Godavari, some of the better wooded regions of the 
Madras Presidency, and near the Malabar coast ; wanting in the 
Punjab and Sind, in Bajputana except around Mount Abu, in 
Low’er Bengal, and, I believe, in the open parts of the Deccan and 
Carnatic. In Ceylon this Barbet inhabits most of the low country 
and the lo\\ er hills, except close to the sea-shore, or in dense damp 
forest. 

As in so many other cases, the Southern bird from Ceylon 
and Travancore is rather smaller and darker. This is typical 
T. zeylomcus. The North Indian bird canice^s is larger and slightly 
paler. The intermediate form from the Bombay coast has been 
separated as inomata. I can discover no constant distinction : 
some freshly moulted northern forms are quite as dark in colour 
as Ceylonese, and in the British Museum collection there is a 
female Ceylon skin with the wing 4*6 long, and a female Allahabad 
specimen with the wing measuring 4*5, both bemg adult and 
thoroughly good specimens. 

Habits, ^c. Like other Indian Barbets, this species hves chiefly 
upon fruit and seeds, and especially on the figs of the banyan 
and other kinds of Fims. It is said, however, occasionally though 
rarely to eat insects, and Layard has related how an individual, 
kept in captivity, killed and swallowed small birds (Munias), its- 
fellow-captives. The best known characteristic of this Barbet is its 
loud dissyllabic call, which Jerdon represents as Jcutur, JcoHr TcoKhv^ 
preceded by a harsh sort of laugh ; this call is heard from January 
or PebmaoT’ till June. Each bird continues to call for some time, 
frequently even on moonlight nights. The flight is strong but 
heavy and somewhat undulating. In Northern India the breeding- 
season is chiefly in March and April ; 3 or 4 eggs are laid m a hole 
hollowed by the bird itself in a tree. The eggs are dull white, 
slightly glossy, and measure about 1*21 by *88. 


1009. Thereiceryx Hneatas. The Lineated Barbet. 

Oapito lineatus, VieUl Houv. Diet. d?H%st. Hat. iv, p. 500 (1816). 
Megalaiina lineata, Blyth, Cat. p. C6 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 636 ^ 
ferdon, B. I. i, p. 309 

Megalaima hodgsoni, Bonap. Consp. Av. i, p. 144 (1860j. 

Megalaima maccleUandi, Moore, Horsf. M. Cat. ii, p. 637. 
Megakema hodgsoni, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 358 ; Walden, P. Z. 8^ 
1866, p. 640 j Stdic^a, J.A. 8.B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 22 j MarshaUf 
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Mon, Cap, p. 85, pi. 86; Ejime, S, F, hi, p. 76 ; id. Cat no. 192 ; 
JBlpth Wald. Birds Bmm p. 73 ; Kumo <§* Baio. ^ F. vi, p. 151 , 
Anders. Yunnan Exped., Aves, p. 583 ; Scully, 8 . F. viu, p. 251 , 
Salvadori, Ann, Mus Civ, (2) iv, p. 577 ; v, p. 561 , BEume, 8. F, 
xi, p. 67. 

Megatema Imeata, Marshall, Mon, Cap, p. 88, pi. 37. 

Oyanops hodgsoni, Oates, B, B. ii, p. 132. 

Cyanops lineata, Oates in Humds iv. ^ E. 2nd ed. h, p, 325 ; Shelley, 
Cat B. M, XIX, p. 80. 

Bang hun-nymg, Lepclia ; Kudurta, Khotoor, Nepal ; Fho-gouny, 
Burmese. 

Naked space round eye much, smaller than in T. zeylonicus and 
not extending to gape. 

Coloration. Crown and nape brown, with rather broad white 
shaft-stripes ; upper plumage from the neck grass -green ; feathers 
of the upper back with narrow white shafts ; lores and cheeks 
whitish ; ear-coverts whity brown ; chin and throat w’hite ; sides 
of neck, breast, and upper abdomen coloured hke the crown, but 
the white shaft-stripes on the breast are much broader; lower 
abdomen and under tail-coverts light green, the feathers with 
broad whitish median stripes ; quiUs dark brown, with pale yellow 
inner margins ; primaries with pale outer borders near the tips ; 
tail washed with hght blue below. 

Bill horny yeUow ; orbits deep yellow; irides brown; feet fleshy 
yellow {Scully). 

Length 11 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 5*1 ; tarsus 1*25 ; biU from gape 1*7. 
These are the dimensions of j^tern Himalayan and Burmese birds ; 
Western Himalayan are larger, Malay specimens smaller. 

Bistribution. Throughout the Lower Himalayas as far west as 
the Sutlej, not ascending more than 2000 or 3000 feet, and east- 
ward to Yunnan; also in Assam, and to the southward throughout 
Burma, in Siam and Cambodia, and in Java, but not in the Malay 
Peninsula nor in Sumatra. 

The original T. hneatus is the Javan race, which is small (wing 
about 4*6), whilst the big West Himalayan race (wing 5*3) has 
been distinguished as Megaloema hodgsoni; but, as Shelley ^has 
shown, the Eastern Himalayan, Assamese, and Burmese birds are 
intermediate in size. The case is similar to that of T. zeylonicus 
and T. caniceps, the Southern race being smaller and darker, but 
the distinction in size between T. Hneatus and T. hodgsoni is much 
greater. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of T. zeylonims. The call is a 
monotonous dissyllabic note. The eggs, four in number, are laid 
in March and April, and measure about 1*27 by *87. 


1010. Thereiceryx vixidis. The Small Green Barbel. 

Bucco viridis, Bodd, Tdbl, FI. End. p. 53 (1788) ; Jerdon, Madr, 
Jour, L, 8. xi, p. 217 ; xiii, pt. 2, p, 189 ; id. lU. Ind. Om. 
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Megalaima \mdis, Blythe Cat. p. 67 ; Horsf, M. Cat. ii, p. 639; 
Jerdon^ B I. i, p. 311 ; Bamdson, S. F. x, p. 298; Barnes^ Btds 
Bom. p. 122. 

Megalaema viridis, Marshall, Mon. Cap. p. 81, pL 35 ; Morgan, Ibis, 
1875, p. 315 ; Fairhank, S F. ir, p 255 ; v, p. 396 ; Hume §• 
Bourdilhn. S. F. iv, p 391 , Hume, Cat. no. 194 ; Vtdal, S F. 
ix, p 54 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 387 , Damson, 8, F. x, p. 358 ; 
Macgregor, ihid p. 437 ; Taylor, ibid. p. 458 

Megalflema sykesi, Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 125. 

Oyanops viridis, Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 83 ; Oates in Hmnds 
N. B. 2ad ed. li, p. 325. 

Naked space round eye much smaller than in T. zeylonicus ; area 
above the gape feathered. 

Coloration. Head above and nape dark brown not striated ; hind 
neck greener, the feathers pale-shafted ; sides of neck brown, with 
pale shaft-stripes ; upper plumage from neck bright grass-green ; 
sides of head, chin, and throat whitish, except the lores, a band 
running back from the eye, and a narrower rather broken malar 
stripe, which are dark brown ; breast whitish, the feathers with 
dartbrown edges; abdomen and under tail-coverts pale green; 
quills blackish brown, with pale buff inner margins; primaries 
pale-edged outside near tips ; lower surface of tad washed with 
pale verditer-green. 

Bill pale homy brown ; irides red-brown ; orbital skin brown ; 
legs plumbeous brown (Jerdon) ; orbital skin dusky slate ; legs 
greenish plumbeous (Butler), 

Length 9 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from gape 1*5. 
Specimens from the North (Megaltema sykesii) average slightly 
larger than those from Travancore. 

Distribution. The Sahyadri and other ranges of hills near the 
Malabar coast from the Tapti to Cape Comorin. This bird is 
found up to the tops of the Nilgiris and Palnis. 

Habits, ^c. Very similar to those of T. zeylonims and T, lineatus. 
Davison says this bird clings like a Woodpecker and taps (probably 
only when cutting its nest-hole). The call is less loud than that of 
T, zeylonicus but similar. T. viridis breeds from [February to 
May, laying three or four eggs in a retort-shaped nest-hole ; the 
eggs are white, only moderately glossy, and measure about 1*13 
by *86. 


G-enus CHOTOBHEA, Bonap., 1854. 

To this genus belong six Malay Barbets distinguished as a rule 
by brilliant coloration about the head and by havmg a black, some- 
what elongate, but not high bill, the length of which is more than 
twice the height. The culmen is considerably curved and much 
exceeds the tarsus in length. The wing is rounded. Nostrils 
exposed. A single species extends into Tenasserim. This has 
been included by Shelley in Cyanojos, but I agree with Salvador! 
and Oates in referring it to the present genus. 
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1011. Chotorhea mystacopliaiies. The Gaudy BarheL 

Bucco mystacoplianos, Temm. JPl Col iii, pi. 315 (1824), 

Bucco quadncolor, JEryton^ P Z, S, 1839, p. 105. 

Megalaima quadricolor, JBlythj Cat p. 67. 

Cliotorea mystacoplianus, Horsf <§• M. Cat ii, p. 641 ; Salvadorif 
JJcc Born. p. 34, pi. i ; Oates, B. B. li, p. 130. 

Megalfema mystacoplianes, Marshall, Mon Cap. p. 41, pi. 19 , 
Hume, S. F. ii, p. 472 , id. Cat no. 196 quat. , Walden in Blyth's 
Birds Burm. p. 74, Hume ^ JDav. S F. vi, pp 152, 502. 

Oyanops mystacophanes, Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 72. 

Coloration. Male. Broad forehead golden yellow; vertex and 
occiput, the latter narrowing behind, crimson, sometimes verging 
on scarlet ; lores, chin, throat, and a patch on each side of the 
fore neck the same ; a black supercihum from the lores, much 
broader behind the eye ; a few feathers between the black super- 
and yellow forehead, as also the sides of the face below the 
eye, and the fore neck verditer-blue ; a yellow malar spot on each 
side at the base of the lower mandible ; a bluish tmge on the 
cheeks farther back ; wing-feathers, except on the outer surface 
above, brown with pale yellow inner borders ; imder wing-coverts 
also yellowish ; some primaries pale-edged outside near the ends ; 
under surface of tail washed with blue ; all the rest of the plumage 
grass-green, duller and sometimes yellower below; ear-coverts 
and sides of neck with a yellowish tinge ; feathers of hind neck 
and sides of neck with brighter edges. 

Adult females are said to resemble males, but if so, they appear 
very mvdj to attain the adult plumage, only one out of 18 sexed 
female skins in the British Museum having the coloration of the 
adult male. In young males and in females generally the black 
eyebrow is absent, the forehead is bluish green, and the chin and 
throat are first green, then yellow. The scarlet patch on the 
hind crown is present from a rather early penod. The change 
from the livery of the young to full plumage is very irregular m 
different individuals, the same region not always acquiring the 
adult coloration first. Salvador! has already questioned the as- 
sumption of the adult male plumage by females of this species. 

Bill black (pale beneath in young birds) ; irides deep brown ; 
orbital sbn dark greenish or greyish brown ; legs and feet very 
pale bluish or horny green. ^ i 

Length 9-25; tail 2*3; wing 3-9 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape T75. 

Distribution. The Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, ex- 
tending into the southern half of Tenasserim as far as the Henza 

basin north of Tavoy. „ , . i. 

HahiU, ^c. This Barbet is chiefly found in evergreen foreste, 
and is very noisy, incessantly uttering its trisyllabic cry, esp^i^y 
in the evening after dusk, and sometimes on moonlight nighte. 
Davison, who furnishes the preceding notes, adds that he has 
frequently seen this bird clinging to the stem of a tree and tapping 
like a Woodpecker. 
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Genus CYANOPS, Bonap., 1854. 

Except the form of the bill, which is much shorter, with a less 
curved culmeti, there is but little to distinguish this genus from 
the last. The culmen is not longer than the tarsus, or if longer, 
then very slightly so. The wing is much rounded, the 2nd 
primary being shorter than any other primary except the 1st, and 
the 3rd shorter than the 4th. The plumage is chiefly green, the 
head and neck being decorated with patches of bright colour, red, 
yeUow, or blue. 

Twelve species are known, distributed over the Oriental region ; 
of these seven occur withm Indian hmits. 

Key to the JSpectes, 


a. Chin and throat blue or bluish green. 

a\ Crown red ; a black band across vertex .... C. adafica, p. 92. 

b'. Crown red ; a blue band across vertex C, davtsonif p. 98. 

c'. Crown bluish green ; narrow frontal band 

crimson C, incognita^ p. 94. 

tZ'. Forehead and sinciput golden yellow; occiput 

green C.JlavifronSf p. 94. 

e\ Smciput black ; occiput blue C, cyanotisj p. 96 

b. Chin and throat yellow and grey. 

/'. Supercilium black C,franhlini^ p. 96. 

g'. Supercilium mixed black and grey C. ramsayi, p. 97. 


1012. Cyanops asiatica. The Blue-throated Barbel, 

Trogon asiaticus. Lath, Ind, Orn, i, p. 201 (1790). 

Megalaima asiatica, Blyth, Cat, p. 67. 

Cyanops asiatica, Bonap. Conw. Volucr, Zygod p. 12 ; Horsf. M, 
Cat, ii, p, 641 ; Jerd. B. t, i, p. 313 ; Godw.-Aust. J, A. 8, B, 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 98 ; xliii, pt. 2, p. 176 , xlv, pt. 2, p. 70 ; Bhime 
Oates, 8, F iii, p. 77 ; Oates, B. B, li, p. 183 ; id, in Humds 
N, ^ F, 2nd ed ii, p 320 ; 8helley, Ccd, B. M, xix, p. 62. 

Megalflema asiatica, Marshall, Mon, Cap, p. 63, pi. 29 ; Blyth ^ 
W(M, Birds Burm, p. 73 ; Inglis, 8, F, v, p. 27 ; Wardl.-Farns, 
Ibis, 1877, p. 467 ; Anders. Yunnan Exped,, Aves, p. 684 ; FLume 
^ Bav, 8, F, vi, p 151 ; Eume, Cat. no. 195 ; 8cidly, 8. F, viii, 
p. 262; C jET. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 410; Hume, 8, F, xi, 
p. 67 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus, Civ. Gen. (2) vii, p. 377 : Hartert, 
5;/. 0. 1889, p. 429. 

Burra bussunt bairi, Buna benebo, Beng. ; Corul, Mussalmans in 
Bengal; Lepcba , Buturki,Bussanta,l^^&^,] HiMnirUjOhsixrAis,; 

Koh-kha-lmmg, Burmese. 

Coloration, iN’asal plumes black; a broad black band, with a 
yellow anterior border, across the vertex ; anterior lores, forehead, 
and remainder of crown crimson, the occiput bordered with black 
on each side ; remainder of upper surface grass-green ; sides of 
the head, extending all round the eye, chin, throat, and fore neck 
pale verditer-blue, a large crimson spot on each side of the fore 
neck, and a small crimson speck at each base of the lower 
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mandible; rest of lower parts yellowish green; tail-feathers washed 
beneath with pale blue ; quills blackish brown, their inner border 
and the wing-hning yellowish w'hite ; a narrow whitish line on 
the outer web of several primaries near the tip. In the young 
the colours of the head are indistinct. Males from the CachS 
hills are said to have the mantle-feathers and upper tail-coverts 
tipped^ with maroon and the under tai 1-coverts splashed with 
vermilion. 

Bill greenish yellow horny, black above ; margins of eyehds 
orange ; irides hazel-brown, brown, and reddish brown ; feet dingy 
green, claws horny black (JSmlly). 

Length about 9*2 ; tail 2*7 wing 4-1 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from 
gape 1-4. 



Fig 26. — Head of C, asiatica. 


Distribution. Common throughout the Lower Hitnalayas and 
sub-Himalayan forests up to 3500 or 4000 feet as far west as 
Chamba, also in Lower Bengal, Assam, and the neighbouring 
countries as far as the Khakyen hills in Yunnan to the eastward, 
and south to Burma. This Barbet has been found by Oates in 
the Arrakan and Pegu hills, by "Wardlaw-Ramsay in Karennee, and 
by Davison in Northern Tenasserim about Pahpoon. 

Habits^ ^c. A noisy, active bird, living on &uit, and having a 
peculiar frequently-repeated trisyllabic call. It breeds in the 
Himalayas in April and May, and generally lays three eggs in a 
hole, which it excavates in the trunk or a branch of a tree. As a 
rule there is no lining, but in a very few instances a pad of vege- 
table fibres or some other substance has been found. The eggs 
are white, with little or no gloss, and measure about 1*09 by *83. 


1013. Cyanops davisoni. Davison’s BlueAhroated Barbet. 

Megalsema davisoni, S. F. v, p. 108 (1877) ; id. Cat. no. 196 
bis ; Bhirne <5* Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 161 ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 166 ; 
8alvadort, Avm. Mns. Giv, Qm. (2) v, p, 562. 

Oyanops davisoni, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 134 ; %d. in JSvmds N. ^ B. 
2nd ed, ii, p. 321 ; Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 66, pi, iv, fig. 1. 
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This species only differs from G, asiatica in smaller size, in 
having the band across the vertex verditer-blu© instead of blacky 
and with a blue line from the vertical band between the crimson 
of the occiput and a black sti’ipe that extends from above the blue 
supercilium to over the ear-coverts. 

Length 8-5 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus 1*05 ; bill from gape 1*3, 
DistrihuPion. Hitherto only found in Tenasserim about the base 
of the main range of hills east and south-east of Moulmein. 

Habits^ Precisely similar to those of C, asiatica. The eggs 
were obtained by Major Bingham in March on two occasions- 
In each case two white, rather glossy eggs were found, measuring 
on an average 1*11 by *8. 


1014, Cyanops incognita. Hume's Blue-throated Barbet. 

Megalaima incognita, Hume^ S F, ii, pp. 442, 472, 486 ; id. Cat. 
no. 195 ter ; Wald in Blyth's Birds Burm p. 74 , Hume ^ JDav 
S. F. vi, pp. 161, 601 ; Bingham, S. F. via, p. 194 , ix, p. 166. 

Cyanops incognita, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 134 ; Shelley, Cat.. B. M. xix, 
p. 68, pi. iv, ffg. 3; Sharpe, Taih. Miss., Aves, p, 152, pi. xxiv. 

Coloration. Lores, a narrow frontal band, a nuchal patch, and a 
spot on each side of the fore neck crimson , upper surface grass- 
green; feathers of crown with pale bluish-green edges; qmlls 
blackish brown, the inner borders and the wing-lining yellow, 
several primaries with a narrow pale outer border near the tip ; 
sides of head bluish green, a line of very small bright yellow 
feathers on the upper and lower eyekds, above these a black 
supercilium continued back above the ear-coverts, another black 
streak from the gape ; lower surface pale green, tinged with pale 
verditer-blue on the malar region, cbm, and throat ; lower surface 
of tail dusky, washed with pale blue. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower dusky horny, remainder of bill 
paler ; eyelids the same ; irides nut-brown ; legs and feet grass- 
green {Ba'vison). 

Length about 8*8 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 3*9 ; tarsus *95 ; biU from 
gape 1*4. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from near Amherst and Myawadee on 
the north to Tavoy in the south. Bare and local. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of G. asiatica. 


1015. Cyanops flavifirons. The Yellow-fronted Barbet. 

Bucco flavifrons, Cuvier, Ithgne An i,p. 428, note, ex LecaiU. (1817). 
Me^sema flavifrons, Blyth, Cat. p. 67 ; Layard, A. M. N. H. (2) 
xiii, p. 447 (1854) ; Marshall, Mon. Cap. p. 69, pi. 30 ; Holdsworth, 
P. Z. S. 1872, p. 429 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 370 ; id. Cat. no. 196 ter ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 212, pi. x. 

Cyanops flavifrons, Biyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 297 , Shelley, Cat, B. M. 
xix, p. 66 ; Oates m Hume's JSf. ^ F. 2nd ed. li, p. 821. 

Coloration. Broad forehead and a spot at each base of the lower 
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mandible golden yellow ; whole upper plumage dark grass-green, 
the coronal feathers tipped with gold, and those of the occiput 
and back and sides of the neck with whitish shaft-stripes ; quills 
blackish brown, their inner margins and the wing-hning pale 
yellow ; several primaries with a narrow pale outer border near the 
tip ; lores, supercilia, sides of head below eye, ear-coverts, chin, 
and throat verditer-blue ; remainder of lower surface of body pale 
green, the breast-feathers with well-marked emerald-green borders ; 
abdomen and flanks tinged with emerald-green ; lower surface of 
tail-feathers blackish washed with pale verditer-blue. 

Bill greenish horny, dusky at base of culmen ; iris light red ; 
tarsi and feet sickly green, the tarsi in some bluish 

Length 8*5 ; tail 2*3 ; wing 3*6 ; tarsus 95 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution, Ceylon, chiefly in the hill-forests of the Kandyan 
province up to about 6400 feet, but found also locally in the low* 
plains. 

Habits, Very similar to those of other Barbets. This is an 
active, noisy, fruit-eating bird, with a peculiar monotonous call, 
monosyllabic according to Legge, who adds that this species makes 
a nest-hole usually in a soft-wood tree, such as the cotton-tree 
{Bombacc), and lays two or three smooth white eggs, measuring on 
an average 1*11 by *81. It has apparently two broods in the year, 
the breeding-season lasting from February to September. 


1016. Cyanops cyanotis. TJie Blue-eared Barbet, 

Bucco cyanotis, Blyfh, J. A, S B, xvi, p. 466 (1847). 

Megalsema cyanotis, MarshaU, Mon. Cap.^. 77, pi. 33. fig. 3 j Blyth 
^ Wcdd. Birds Burnt, p. 74 ; Inglis, 8. P. v, p. 27 j Bhjme ^ Dav. 
8. F. vi, pp. 166, 602 j JELvme, Cat. no. 198 ter ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, 
p. 166 ; MuTne, 8. F. xi, p. 69 ; 8ahadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
(2) V, p. 664 ; vii, p. 378. 

Cyanops cyanotis, Godw.-AvM. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 98; 
Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 11. 

XantholsBma cyanotis, Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 77 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 137. 

Mesobucco cyanotis, Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 87 ; Oates in Humds 
N. ^ F, 2nd ed. ii, p. 328. 

JSfyet-pordin, Axrakan. 

Size small, rictal bristles extending beyond end of bill. 

Coloration. Feathers above nostrils white at base, those of lores 
and forehead black, all fringed with pale blue ; sinciput black ; 
occiput cobalt-blue ; ear-coverts, chin, and throat light verditer- 
blue, area below eye bright red, the feathers w^hite at the base ; a 
crimson patch above and another below the ear-coverts ; a black 
malar stripe ; remainder of upper and lower plumage bright grass- 
green except the bend of the wing, which is more or less blue, and 
the quills, which are blackish brown with whitish inner margins ; 
the tail-feathers are sometimes bluish green above with brighter 
edges, and always washed with verditer below. 
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Young birds are green throughout. In nearly adult specimens 
the black sincipital feathers are tipped with blue. 

Bill black ; base of lower mandible slightly tinged reddish horny ; 
irides very dark brown ; legs and feet dirty green ; claws bluish 
black {Davison), 

Length about 6*o; tail 2*2; wing 3*25 ; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape 1. Tenasserim birds are a little smaller. 

Distrihiition, Eastern Himalayas (Sikhim), Assam, and hills tCr 
the south, and throughout Burma. Analhed but distinct species, 
G, duvaucth^ inhabits the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo. 

Halits, This is chiefly a bird of dense evergreen hill forest, 
and is usually seen on high trees. The note is peculiar, of two 
syllables, harsh and metallic. The eggs have been found in 
Tenasserim by Ma-jor Bingham in Eebruary and by Mr. Darling 
m. April, two or three in numher, vshite, and measuring about ’93 
by *67. 

In size, coloration, and long rictal bristles this species approaches 
XantJiolwma, but it has a rounded wing. 


1017. Cyanops franklini The Golden-throated Barbet, 

Bucco franklinii, Blyth, J, A, 8, B. xi, p. 167 (1842). 

Bucco igmceps, Hodpsoiif Graj/s Zool. 3Iisc p. 85 (1844), descr. 
nuUa. 

Megalsema franklim, Bli/th, Cat. p G8 , Godio,-A ust, J, A. S, B. 
xlv, pt. 2, p. 70 ; Marslicdlf Mon. Cap, p. 51, pi 24 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 196 ; id k F. xi, p. 68 ; Scully, 8. F viii, p. 252. 

Cyanops fmnklinii, Horsf. §* M Cat ii, p 643 ; Jei don, B. I, i, 
p. 314 , id Ibis, 1872, p 11 , Godto -Amt J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 98 , Slielleif, Cat. B, M xix, p. 69 ; Oates in Hume's N. <5* B. 
2nd ed. li, p. 322. 

Ban-hasi, BdyJi~basi, Nepal. 

Coloration, Eorehead and a patch in the middle of the occiput 
crimson ; vertex golden yellow ; lores and area above and below 
the eye, with the sides of the crown growing broader behind, black ; 
a bluish collar behind the black; back, scapulars, and rump 
grass-green ; outer surface of wing the same near the back, 
passing into deep blue on the primary-coverts near the carpus ; 
many of the coverts and the outer primaries near the base with 
pale'or bluish-green edges ; secondaries with green edges ; wing- 
feathers except on outer edges blackish brown, with pale yellow 
inner borders, wing-lining the same ; tail green above, washed with 
pale blue below ; ear-coverts, malar region below them, and a broad 
connecting band across the throat pale silvery whity-brown ; an 
orange spot at each base of the lower mandible ; chin and upper 
throat golden yellow ; lower parts from throat green or yellowish 
green. 

Bill blackish, plumbeous beneath ; irides brown ; orbital skin 
plumbeous ; legs greenish slaty (Jerdon). 

Length about 9 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *95 ; bill from gape 1*3. 
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Dhtnlution. The Eastern Himalayas as far west as Nepal, also 
the hills south of the Assam Valley (Ehasi, Naga, Manipur), 
between 3000 or 4000 and about 8000 feet. 

Eahits, ^ c. This Barbet also is said to feed entirely on fruit. It 
has a call which sounds dissyllabic at a distance, but is said bv Hume 
to consist of three successive sounds, the first being louver in pitch 
and having less resonance. The eggs, 3 or 4 m nimiber, and 
pure white, are laid, according to Hodgson, in April, but one was 
obtamed by Mandelli in August. Thev are deposited in a hole 
bored in a tree as usual, and measure about IT by *85. 

1018. Cyanops ramsayi. Ramsays Golden-throated Barhet. 

Megahema ramsayi, TValden, A M. N. H. (4) p. 400 (1875) ; ^^7. 
in Blyth's Birds Bnrm. p. 71, Hume, S. F in, p 402, id Cat 
no. 196 bis ; Hume <5* JDav, S, F vi, p. 152 , Saloadoi Ann, Mm 
Civ Gen (2) v, p 561 ; \ii, p. 377. 

Mepalaima fianklinii, apud JBlyth, J. A S. B. xxiv, p. 277 ; id Birds 
Bunn, p. 74 

C'sanops iamsa\i, Oates, B, B ii, p 135; Sharpe, F, Z. S, 1887, 
p 442 , Shelley, Cat, B. M xix, p. 70, pi. iv, hg. 2. 

This species only differs from C, franhlini in having the area 
abo\ e the eye and on the sides of the crown above the ear-coverts 
mixed grey and black, the grey disappearing near the hinder 
border ; the chin and throat, too, are paler yellow. 8oft parts and 
dimensions as in C. franl hni, 

Distrihution, Discovered on the hills of Karennee by Wardlaw 
Eamsay, and found common above 3000 feet on the Mulevit 
range, east of Moulmein, by Tickell, Davison, and Eea. Also found 
at Perak, m the Malay Peninsula, by Mr. L. Wray. 


G-enus XAK’THOL.ffiHA, Bonaparte, 1854. 

This genus comprises six small Barbets of the Oriental region, 
three out of the number occurring in India, Ceylon, and Burma. 
They are distinguished from all other Indian genera of Gapitomdm 
by a differently shaped and more pointed wing, the 2ud primary, 
instead of being shorter than any other primary except the first, 
being ah\ays longer than the 8th, 9th, and 10th, and sometimes 
longer than the 6th. The bill is short and thick; the rictal 
bnstles long, often reaching to the end of the bill. The naked 
orbit is small. Prevailing colour green, with patches of red or 
yellow and other bright colours about the head. 


Key to the Species, 

Throat yellow, cheeks blackish X luemaiocephala, p 98. 

Throat orange, cheeks blue X, nibncapilUt, p. 100, 

Throat crimson X, malabarica, p. 99. 

vox. Ill, II 
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1019. Xaaitholaema hamatocepliala. The Onmson-hreastecl 
Barhet or Goj)^ersymth, 

Bucco L^matocephaliis, P. X. S. Mull Natiirsyst,, Anhang, p 88 

Bucco pliilippinensis, (hn Bysf, Nat. i, p. 407 (1788) ; Sundevall^ 
A M. N H (1) xviii, p. 897. 

Bueco indicus, Lath Ind. Orn. i, p. 205 (1790). 

Megalaima philippensis, Blyth, Cat. p 08. ^ 

XanthoL'ema indica, Horsf. ^ M Cat. li, p. 644, Jerdon^ B I 
p 315, Stohczlaj J A. S B. xxxvii, pt 2, p. 22, King, ibid. 
p. 214; Beamn^ Ibis^ 1809, p. 416, McMaster^ J A. S. B. xl, 
pt. 2, ]>. 209, Walden^ Ibis, 1871, p 102. 

XantlioLieina hjemacephala, Mar. hall, Mon, Cap. p. 101, pi. 42, 
Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 407 ; Adam, 3. F. ii, p. 460 ; Butler, 
S F iii, p. 400 ; ax, p 387 , Stanford, P v, p 245 , Hume ^ 
Bao. S. F. VI, p. 155, BaU, 8 F vii, p. 200 , Cnpps, ibid, p 204 ; 
Legge, Buds Ceyl p 218; Hwrbe, Cat. no. 197 , 8mlly, 8. F. viii, 
p. 253 ; Vidal, ^8. F ix, p 64 , Reid, 8. F x, p. 26 ; Oates, B. B 
11 , p 130 ; id. in Hume's N. l^'B. 2nd ed. ii, p 329 ; Baines, Birds 
Bom p. 122 , Hume, 8. F xi, p. 69. 

Megaloema lieemacepliala, Blyth f Wald. Birds Bum. p. 74; Fair^ 
hanl, 8 F. v, p. 397. 

Xantliolajma haematoeepliala, Shelley, Cat. B M. xix, p. 89, 
Kat-'Khora, Tamhayat, H. ; Chota hussimt hain, Chota-heneho, Beng. , 
Fhouh Bussunt, ManbLiim ; Bussunia lisora, N.W.P. , Juktuh, Mahr, ; 
ToliOji,Ie\ Kohoorupati, Tamil (Ceylon); Eotomioa, MaUKotomvoa, 
Cing ; Hnet-padane, Bum. 



Big 27 —Head of X k<smcitocephala. 


Coloration. Lores black; forebead and sinciput crimson, a black 
band across the vertex extending down each side of the head 
behind the eye to the malar region ; occiput and sides of neck 
greyish green, remainder of upper parts olivaceous green, varying 
to yellowish , pnmary-coverts and quills blaclash, tho quills with 
pale yellow inner margins, and some piimaries pde-edged outside 
near the tip ; a broad supercilium and a still broader streak below 
the eye, with the chin and throat, bright yellow ; fore neck cnmson, 
fringed below bv golden yellow ; breast, abdomen, and under tail- 
coverts yellowish white, streaked longitudinally with olive or 
olivaceous green, especially on the danks; tail faintly washed 
beneath with pale verditer-blue. 



XA-NTHOL^mA. 99 

The young is duller in colour and wants the ciimson and black 
on the head. 

Bill black ; indes dark hazel ; nude orbital skin dull crimson ; 
feet coral-red ; claws black {Jerdon), 

Length about 6 5; tail 1’5 ; wing 3*2; tarsus *8; bill from 
gape *9. 

Disti^hution, Common throughout the greater part of the 
Empire, with the exception of the Himalayas and the higher ranges 
of the Peninsula and Burma. Bare m the Punjab, Sind, and Cutch, 
in Southern Malabar (south of Eatnagiri), and in the damper forests 
of Ceylon, in Assam, the hill-tracts south of the Assam Yalley, and 
in Southern Tenassenm. This bird is only found in the valleys 
of the outer Himalayas up to 2000 or 3000 feet. It ranges to the 
Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and the Philippines. 

Eahits^ One of the commonest and most familiar of Indian 
birds, the “ Coppersmith ” may be found in almost every garden, 
mango-grove or banyan tree, and its monotonous note ioo%, tool, 
tool, resembling the tap of a hammer on metal, repeated at short 
regular intervals, is weE known to most residents in the country. 
This bird, like other Indian Barbets, lives on fruit, but it takes 
insects occasionaUy. Captain Bulger (Ibis, 1866, p. 218) saw it 
feeding on flying termites. It breeds in Northern India in March, 
April, and May, earlier farther south, and in Ceylon from January 
to Jime, excavating a nest-hole of the usual kind and laying 
usually 3 or 4 eggs, vthich are white, fragile, with little or no gloss, 
and measure about ‘99 by *69. 

1020, Xantholsema malabarica. The Crimson-throated 
Barhet 

Bucco malabaricus, Blyth, J. A S.B xvi, pp 386, 466 (1847), 

Megalaima malabarica, Blyth, Cat, App p. 336 ; Fairhank, S, F, iv, 
V ^56; Vidal, S, Fix, -p, 54 

Xantholaema malabarica, Morsf, ^ M, Cat. ii, p. 647, Jerdon, B. L 
1 , p. 817 ; Marshall, Mon, Cap, p. Ill, pi. 45 , Baarddlon, B. F. 
iv, p. 392 , Hume, Cat, no. 198 ; Butler, B, F ix, p. 887 ; Davison, 
B, F, X, p. 358 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 123 j Shelley, Cat, B. M. 
xix, p 95 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ F. 2nd ed, ii, p. 832 ; Daudson, 
Jour. Bomb, N, H Boo, vi, p. 336. 

Coloration, Crown and upper parts, vtdngs and tail as in 
X, hcsmatocephala, except that the general colour is grass-green. 
The band above and that below the eye, a spot at the base of the 
lower mandible on each side, chin, throat, and tore neck crimson, 
the malar and gular areas fringed with golden yellow ; the black of 
the vertex runs down on each side behmd the eye and the sub- 
ocular crimson patch but does not extend to the malar area ; sides 
of head behind the black, and area between ear-coverts and throat, 
light greyish blue, lower parts from neck pale green, the feathers 
of the flanks darker green near the shafts. 

Bill black; irides red-brown; legs red {JerdorC), 

Length 6*25 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 8-2 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from gape ‘So. 

H 2 
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Distribution, The forest-tracts near the Malabar coast as far 
north as Eatnagiri. 

Habits, Similar to those o£ X hcematocejoTiala, but the call is 
more subdued. The eggs vi ere obtained by Mr. Bourdillon in South 
Travancore on March Oth, and are white, without gloss, and measure 
•98 by •65. 

1021. Xantholsema rubricapilla. ,TJie Small Ceylon Barhet. 

Bucco rubricapillua, Gmel. Syst, Hat i, p. 408 (1788). 

Megalaima riibncapilla, BlytJi, Ccd, p. 68 ; Layardj A. M. N, H (2) 
xiii, p. 448. 

Xantholsema rubricapilla, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 640 ; Blythj Ibis^ 
1867, p 297 ; Marshall, Mon. Cap. p. 109, pi. 44 ; HoUsworth, 
JP. Z. S 1872, p 430 ; Hume, S F. Tii, p. 371 ; id. Cat no. 198 
his ; Legge, Bh ds Ceyl. p. 216, pi. xi ; Oates m Hume's N, ^ E. 
2nd ed. u, p. 333 ; Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 93. 

MaUKotormoa, Cing. 

Coloration. Plumes associated v ith rictal bristles, a band above 
and one below the eye, chin, and throat golden yellow ; a narrow 
black frontal band ; no red spot at the base of the lower mandible 
on each side ; a small crimson patch on the fore neck : otherwise 
similar to X. malabarica. 

Length about 6 ; tail 1*4 ; wing 3*1 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape -85. 

Distribution. Peculiar to the island of Ceylon ; found in the low 
country and up to about 2500 feet elevation. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of X. licematocephala, but the voice is 
more subdued. The breeding- season is from March till June •, the 
eggs glossy white, measuring about *9 by *65. 



Order V. ANISODACTYLI. 


Scarcely any two modern ornithologists are agreed as to the 
affinities between the EoUers and several other groups of Picarian 
birds, especially the Kingfishers, Bee-eaters, Hornbills, Hoopoes, 
Swifts, and Nightjars’*'. All these, except the Hoopoes, have a 
peculiar and variable arrangement of the deep plantar tendons 
(see G-arrod, P. Z. S. 1875, p. 344-). The two tendons coalesce 
more or less completely either before their subdivision to supply 
the different digits or below the point at which a slip leaves the 
flexor jperforam dkgitorum to supply the hallux. 

In other respects, such as the characters of the palate and 
sternum, the form of the dorsal feather-tracts, presence or absence 
of caeca, and the nature of the oil-gland, whether nude or tufted, 
there is much variation, and the majority of the families mentioned 
differ from each other quite as much as the Passeres and Eury- 
Isemi do. It appears very doubtful whether the Swifts have any 
affinity to the other groups, and the Caprimulgidce and Podarguloe 
are also isolated. In adopting Gadow's arrangement and leaving 
the Oora(nadcB or Rollers, MerojfldcB or Bee-eaters, Aleed%mdm or 
Elingfishers, BuGerotidm or Hornbills, and IJpujpidcB or Hoopoes in 
one order, I am very largely influenced by a desire to avoid 
increasmg the number of ordinal groups. 

The -Ajusodactyli have a desmognathous palate ; basipterygoid 
processes are rudimentary or absent. Sternal characters vary. 
There is no ambiens musde. A hallux is always present, and there 
are almost constantly three anterior toes, more or less joined 
together at the base. All the species lay white eggs in a hole, 
either in a tree or in the ground, and the young are hatched 
naked. The sexes are alike as a rule, but when they differ in 
plumage the young resemble adults of the same sex. 

There are five Indian suborders, thus distinguished : — 


a. Oil-gland nude ; cssca present ; 4 notches behind 
sternum. 

a\ Two carotids ; manubrium stemi simple, no 

foramen behind it Couaci^. 

h\ Left carotid only ; manubrium sterni complex 
and having behind it a perforation to receive 
ends of coracoids Mbbopes. 


* Compare aarrod,P.2I.S 1874, p. 117; Solater, Ibis, 1880, p. 401 ; Porbes, 
Ibis, 1881, p.31 ; Seebohm, Classification of Birds and Supplement , Fimbringer, 
XJntersuchungen, p. 1567; Sharpe, Eenew of Recent Attempts to Classify 
Birds, pp. 79-81 ; Qadow, P. Z. S. 1892, p, 251. See also vols. xvi and xvii 
of the British Museum Catalogue of Birds. 
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h. Oil-gland tufted ; caeca absent. 

c. Pour notches behind sternum Haictones. 

cl! . Two notches behind sternum, 
a", l^'o lateral bare tracts (apteria) on neck ; 

11 primaries Buoeeotes. 

l!\ Lateral cervical apteria present ; 10 pri- 
maries Upup^. 


The South-American Motmots and W.-Indian Todies also 
belong here. 


Suborder COHACIJE. 

Caeca present. Oil-gland nude. Sternum with four notches 
on the posterior margin, and the manubrium sterni consists of the 
outer process (spina externa) only and is long and not distinctly 
forked. Both carotids are present. The spinal feather-tract weD 
defined on the neck, but forked on the upper back, to leave a 
dorsal aptenum or featherless space. 14 cervical vertebrce. The 
plantar tendons blend completely before subdividiug at all. 

A single family. 



Pamdy COEACIADiE. 

Bill corvine in shape, the upper mandible notched beneath near 
the end, culmen rounded. Outer united to the middle toe at the 
eitreme base, inner toe united by its basal joint. Nostrils at the 
base of the mandible. Primaries 10; tail-feathers 12. Sexes 
alike. 
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This family is found in tropical and temperate regions of the 
Old World. Two genera are Indian. 

Keii to the Genera, 

a. Bill compressed , breadth at gape about half 

length of culmeu . Coracivs, p. 103. 

h. Bill short, broad , breadth at gape about equal 

to culmen Eurystomus, p. 107. 


Genus CORACIAS, Linn., 1766. 

Bill rather long, compressed, culmen shghtly curved, nostrils 
elongate ; gape wide, with strong rictal bristles. 

To this genus belong three Indian and Burmese birds, ot which 
one is migratory and only occurs in North-western India. Species 
are found throughout Africa, Europe and Central Asia, and in 
Celebes. 


Key to the Sjpeues, 

a Lower parts only blue in part. 

Under wing-coverts, abdomen, and lower tail- 

co verts pale blue .... C indica, p. 103. 

h'. Under wing-coverts deep blue, pale blue con- 
fined to vent and lower tail-coverts C affinis, p. 105 

h. Lower parts pale blue throughout ymnda^ p. lOG. 



Fig 29. — Head of G indioa,. 


1022. Coracias indica. The Indian Boiler, 

CoraciaB indica, Linn, Syst. Nat, i, p. 169 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat, p. 61 ; 
JEot sf. M, Cat, ii, p. 671 ; Jerdon, B 1. i, p ^ ^4 , Stol J. A, S, B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 19 ; Brooke, I A. S B. xli, pt. 2, p. 73 ; Hume, 
8, F, i, p. 167 ; id. Cat, no. 123 ; Blanf, Bast, Pars, ii, p. 126 ; 
Leyye, Birds Ceyl, p. 281 ; Scully, 8 F viii, p. 237 ; Murray, 
Vert, Zool Sind, p. 109 j Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 97 ; id. Jour, 
Bomb N, H, Soc. iv, p. 9 ; Davidson, Jour. Bomb. N. H, Soc i, 
p. 176 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E 2nd ed. lii, p. 63 ; Sharpe, 
P, Z 8, 1890, p. 647 ; %d. Cat, B, M, xvii, p. 10. 

Nilkant, Sabzak, H ; Tds, Mahr. , Pdlit pitta, Tel. ; Kuttu kadei, 
Pal'-kurum, Tam. ; Pana/iy-’karda, Tam. Ceylon ; Doong-kowluwa, Gng. ; 
Blue Jay or Jay of Europeans in India. 
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Coloration, Narrow forehead and chin pale brownish rufous; 
crow n and nape bluish green, bnghter and bluer above the eyes ; 
hind neck and sides of neck deep vinous ; back, scapulars, and 
tertiaries dull greenish brown ; small coverts near the edge of the 
wing deej) purplish blue, other coverts light greyish green, except 
the outer large primary and the tips of the other greater coverts, 
w^hich, with the edge of the '^ving, all under wing-coverts, and 
axillaries, are pale blue ; quills deep purphsh blue ; a broad light 
blue band across the terminal half of the primaries, the tips dark, 
with the outer webs greenish. Eump light greenish blue, mixed 
with deep blue ; upper tail-coverts chiefly deep blue ; middle tail- 
feathers dull dark green, basal part near shaft blue ; other tail- 
feathers deep blue, crossed near the tip by a broad pale blue band, 
w ider on the outer feathers. Sides of head and throat purphsh 
lilac, with broad whitish shaft-stnpes ; breast ™ous rufous, with 
less marked wiiite shaft-stripes ; abdomen and lower tail-coverts 
pale blue like wing-lining. 

Bill blackish brown; ins greyish brown ; eyelid and naked skin 
round the eye pale gamboge ; feet brownish yellow {Butler), 

Length about 13 ; tail 5 ; wing 7*3 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1*7. 

Distnhution, Throughout India and Ceylon in suitable localities, 
not ascending the Himalayas nor the hills of the Peninsula in 
general, and wanting both m thick jungle and in open treeless 
deserts. East of Calcutta this species is replaced by G, affims, 
but to the w’estw’ard, though it becomes rare in the Northern 
Punjab and w'anting in Kashmir, it is found sparingly throughout 
Baluchistan, all round the shores of the Persian Gulf to Muscat, 
and stragglers haAe even been obtained in Asia Minor and on the 
Bosphorus. 

Halits, This is one of the tj*pical Indian birds familiar to all 
inhabitants of the country. It is commonly found in cultivated 
tracts on trees about villages, and in thin tree and bush jungle. 
It is, as Blyth remarks, one of the birds that perch on telegraph, 
wires. Jerdon says : — “ It generally takes its perch on the top or 
outermost branch of some high tree, and, on spying an insect on 
the ground, which it can do at a very great distmce, it flies direct 
to the spot, seizes it, and returns to its perch to swallow it. A 
favourite perch of the Holler is a bowrie pole, or some leafless tree, 
whence it can see weU all round, also old buildings, a haystack or 
other elevated spot, sometimes a low bush or a heap of earth or of 
stones. When seated, it puffs out the feathers of its head and 
neck. I have on several occasions seen one pursue an insect in 
the air for some distance, and when the winged termites issue 
from their nest after rain, the Boiler, like almost every other bird, 
catches them on the wing.” (The Boiler is also conspicuous at 
jungle fires, hunting for insects, and perhaps for lizards, in company 
with kites, crows, and king-crows.) “ It fiies in general wath a 
slow but continued fiapping of its wings, not unlike the crow, 
though more buoyant ; but it has the habit of occasionally making 
sudden darts in the air in all directions. Its food is chiefly large 
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insects, grasshoppers, crickets, Mantidc^, and even beetles, occasion- 
ally a small fieldmouse or shrew.” ‘‘ The Boiler has a very haa^sh ' 
grating cry or scream, which it always utters when disturbed and 
often at other times also.” “ The Nilkant is sacred to Siva, who 
assumed its form, and at the feast of the Dusserah at IN’agpur, one 
or more used to be liberated by the Eajah.” The hberation of this 
bird takes place during other Hindu ceremonies in various parts of 
India. 

In most parts of India the Boiler is resident, but it leaves the 
open Bombay Deccan for better wooded tracts, according to several 
observers, during the breeding-season. It breeds from March in 
Upper India, from January m Ceylon, till June or July, but chiefly 
in March, April, and May, making use of a hole in a tree, or 
sometimes in an old wall or the roof of a house. The nest is 
generally hned with a varying amount of vegetable fibre, grass, a 
few feathers or some old rags, but the limng is often omitted 
altogether. The eggs are a broad oval, of the purest china-white 
and very glossy, usually 4 in number (occasionally 5) ; they measure 
about 1*3 by 1*06. 

1023. Ooracias afflids. The Burmese Boiler, 

Coracias affinis, McClelland, P. Z, 8. 1839, p. 164 ; Blyth, J. A. 8 B, 
xiv, p 190 j %d. Cat, p. 61 ; Blorsf, ^ M, Cat ii, p. 574 ; Jerdon, B, L 
1 , p 217 ; Hume, 8, F. lii, pp. 60, 262 ; v, p. 18 , xi, p. 43 ; id. Cat- 
no. 124 ; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm. p 72 ; Hume ^ Bar, 8, F, 
VI, p. 72 , Anders. Yunnan Flxped,, Aves, p. 681 j Oates, B. B. ii, 
p 69 , Salmdori, Ajin. Mus, Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 689 ; Oates in 
Hume's N, ^ E, 2nd ed. ih,p. 66 \ Sharpe, P. Z. 8. 189*0, p. 648 ; 
id. Cat. B, M, xvii, p. 13 

Katnas, Konsa, Assam ; Takrral, Lepcha ; Hnet-Kah, Burm. 

Coloration. Head above pale dull green, passing into bright pale 
verditer-blue on the broad and long supercilm ; back, scapulars, 
and tertiaries olive-brown ; smaller and median wing-coverts dark 
blue, greater secondary-coverts bluish green, greater primary- 
coverts pale blue, quills deep blue with a bar of pale blue across 
the terminal half of the primaries ; rump deep blue ; upper tail- 
coverts pale blue ; middle tail-feathers dusky green, the others 
deep blue at the base, light blue on the termmal half, slightly 
tipped with dusky ; sides of head, chin, and throat purplish blue, the 
throat-feathers with shining blue shaft-stnpes ; breast vinaceous 
brown, passmg on lower abdomen into dark, then into pale blue ; 
wing-linmg deep purplish blue throughout. 

Bill dark brownish black, mouth yellow ; edges of the eyelids, 
lores, and skin at the back of the eye yellowish orange ; iris brown ; 
legs yellowish brown. 

Length about 13 ; tail 4*75 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape 1*7. 

Distribution. Throughout Burma except in the extreme south 
of Tenasserim, also in Siam and Cochin China, and through the 
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countries north o£ Burma to the foot of the Himalayas in Assam. 
This species is found in Tipperah, Cachar, and Sylhet ; but north 
of the head of the Bay of Bengal, from Calcutta to Tipperah and 
from Eastern Kepal to Assam, over a belt 150 or 200 miles broad 
between E. long 88° and 91°, intermediate forms between <7. in- 
chcci and C. affinis prevail. These I regard as hybrids, as each of 
the two forms is found constant m character throughout a wide 
area. 

Habits^ ^G, Similar to those of G, tndica. This bird breeds in 
March, April, and May, and lays 4 or 5 white eggs, measuring 
about 1-37 by 1*09. 

1024. Coracias garrula. The European Boiler. 

Coracias garrula, X. Syst. Nat. i, p. 159 (1766) ; Blytk, Cat. p. 51 ; 
JSorsf. <5* M Cat. p. 570; Jerdon, B I. i, p. 218 , Stoliczka, J A. 
S B. xxxvii,pt 2, p. 19 ; Btoohs, J. A. S B. xli, pt. 2, p 73 ; 
Jerdon^ Ibzs, 1872, p. 3 ; G. F. L. Marsh, ibid, p, 205 , Blyth, Ibis, 
1873, p. 80 ; Hume ^ Renders. Lah. to York. p. 177 , Hume, S. F. 
i, p. 168 ; Blanford, Fast Pars, li, p 125 ; St. John, S F 502 ; 
Butler, S. F. vii, p. 181 ; Hume, Cat no 125 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1881, p. 48; Seidly, ibid. p. 429 ; C. Swinh. Ibis, 1882, p. 102 ; 
Davidson, 8.^ F. z, p. 296 ; id Jour. Bomb N H. Soc. i, p. 170 , 
Littledale, ibid p. 19/ ; Barnes, Birds Bom p 98 ; St. John, Ibis, 
1880, p 157, Oates in Hume'’s N. S E. 2nd ed iii, p. 50 ; Shaipe, 
P Z. S. 1890, p. 549 , id. Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 16 

Nila Kras, Kashmir. 

Coloration. H'arrow forehead and chin hoary white ; head, neck, 
and lower parts, including the wing4ining, pale blue wnth a 
greemsh tinge ; head above and nape brighter, throat wuth bright 
longitudinal streaks ; back, scapulars, and tertiaries light brownish 
rufous ; wing-coverts pale blue, smaller coverts along the forearm 
deep blue, greater primary-coverts very pale blue, tipped dusky ; 
quills black, some of the primaries with a greenish gloss on the 
outer web outside, inner webs of all deep blue on the under 
surface ; rump deep purplish blue, more or less mixed with light 
blue and passing into light greenish blue on the upper tail-coverts ; 
middle pair of tail-feathers dull bronze-green, bnghter along the 
shafts, about the basal two-thirds of outer webs of other tail- 
feathers dull green, of inner webs black, terminal portion of both 
webs, broader on the outer feathers, pale blue, extreme tips of 
outer pair blackish. 

Toung birds are duUer and browner. 

Bin black ; iris dark brown ; feet yellowish brown. 

Length about 12; tail 5; wing 7*8; tarsus *9; biH from 
gape 1-6. 

Jhstnbation. A migmtory bird, wintering in Africa, passing the 
summer and breeding in Europe and Central Asia (Persia, Turkes- 
tan). It also breeds commonly in Kashmir and the Peshawur 
Valley, and is found during migration in Sind and throughout the 
Punjab. Specimens have been collected as far east as Dhulia m 
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Khandesh, Ahmedabad, the Satpura hills, Ajmere, Mussooree, and 
Grarhvval. 

Habits^ Very similar to those o£ 0. indica^ but the present 
species is more often seen away from trees. It has the same 
peculiar flight, the same habit of tumbling about m the air 
(whence the name of EoUer), and a similar harsh voice, and it lives 
on insects in the same way. It nidificates sometimes in holes or 
hollows in trees, often in cliffs or sandy banks, or mud walls, 
occasionally in rums, and lays from May to July 4 or 6 or rarely 
B white, glossy, long oval eggs, measurmg on an average 1*52 
by 1-1. 

Mr. Blyth states that he saw a skin from Ehshmir showing 
mtermixture of this species with C, tndica. 


Genus EURYSTOICTJS, YieiU., 1816. 

BOl short and broad ; width of the gape about equal to the 
length of the culmen, the terminal part compressed and the 
upper mandible hooked ; no rictal bristles. 

A single species is Indian ; other species occur in Madagascar 
and tropical Africa, Chma, the Malay Archipelago, and Austraha. 



Fig 30.— Head of B. onmtahs, 

1025. Eurystomus orientalis. The Broad-hilled BoUer, 

Ooracias orientalis, lAnn, Syst. Nat i, p. 159 (1766). 

Eurystomus orientalis, Blyth, Cat. p. 51 : Bayard A. M. N. S. (2) 
xii, p. 171 ; Hor^ ^ M. Cat.y. 121 ; Jerdon, B 1. i, p. 219 , id. 
Ibis, 1872, p. 3 ; Bl^h, Ibis, 1866, p. 345 ; Ball, J. A. S. B xli, 
pt. 2, p, 277 ; Vipan, 3, N. i, p. 495 j Biv/me, 3. F. ii, p. 164 , xi, 
p. 43 ; id. Cat. no. 126 ; Morgan, 3. F. ii, p. 631 5 Godw.-Aust. 
I. A. 3.B. adiii, pt. 2, p. 164 ; Blyth, Birds Burm.^. 72 ; Brnr- 
dillon, 3. F. iv, p. 382 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 285 ; Mwm jr Fav. 
3 F. vi, p. 72 j Davison, 3. F. x. p. 361 ; OaUs, B, B. ii, p* 70 ; 
id. %n Hume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. lii, p. 67 , Dresser, Ibis, 1891, 
p. 99 ,• Sharpe, Cat. B. M. zvii, p. S3, pi. ii, fig 6. ^ 

Eurystomus laetior, Sharpe, P. Z. 3. 1890, p. o51 ; id. Cat. B. M. 
xvii, p. 36. 
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Eurystomus calorynx, Hodgs in Gray's Zool Mm p. 82 (descr. 
nulla). 

Eurystomus calonyx, Sharpe^ P. Z. S. 1890, p. 551 j td Cat B. M. 
XYii, p 38, pi. li, fig. 2. 

Tak-ral-wng, Lepclia ; Mo-goun-hnety Burmese. 

Goloratioyi, Head and neck above and at the sides blackish brown, 
more or less tinged with green ; back much greener, passing into 
dark bluish green on the rump and upper tad-coverts, and on the 
scapulars and tertianes, and into bnghter greenish blue on the 
wing-coverts , primary-coverts deep blue, quills black, deep blue on 
the outer webs, the outer primaries crossed near the base by a 
broad pale blue band ; tail-feathers black, the outer webs above 
and the inner below washed for a varying distance from the base 
with deep blue , throat deep blue, with bright blue shaft-stripes ; 
remainder of lower surface greenish blue, darker on the breast. 

BiU, legs, and feet deep vermilion, tip of bill black ; iris dark 
brown ; gape yellowish (Oates), 

The young is duller in colour, wants the bright blue streaks on 
the throat, and has a black bill. 

Length about 12 ; tail 4 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
gape 1*7. 

Ceylon and Travancore birds are deeper in colour, the head very 
dark,' almost black, and the underparts bluer. These form a well- 
marked race or subspecies, E. UeUor of Sharpe. Sharpe also dis- 
tinguishes the Himalayan and Chinese and some Burmese and 
Malay birds under the name E, calonyx^ on account of the 
blue on the outer webs of the tail-feathers extending to the ter- 
minal half of the feathers and of the outer webs of the secondaries 
being washed with blue ; and he regards E, calonyx as a migratory 
and E. onentalis as a non-migratory fom ; but I find considerable 
variation, and doubt whether two forms can be distmguished. 

Distrthution, Along the base of the Bhmalayas as far west as 
Elumaun up to about 3000 feet and from Lower Bengal, Cachar, 
and Assam locally throughout the Burmese countries to China 
and Manchuria, Siam and Cochin China, and down the Malay 
Penmsula to Sumatra, Java, Borneo, and the Philippines ; com- 
mon in the Andamans. Also found in Southern India near the 
Malabar coast as far north as the Wynaad, and in Ceylon, where 
this bird is rare. 

Bahits, ^c, A forest bird, resident or locally migratory, haunting 
high trees and usually perching on a dead tree or branch, some- 
times on a bamboo, whence it files down to capture insects. It is 
somewhat crepuscular in its habits and is generally silent ; its call 
is a monosyllablic deep-toned whistle, but occasionally in the 
breeding-season it makes a chattering noise. In confinement it 
eats plantains. It breeds in March and Apnl, in holes in branches 
of trees, as a rule at a considerable height from the ground, and 
lays on the bare wood usually 3 white eggs, measuring about 
1-38 by 1*15. 
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Suborder MEBOPJES. 

Only the left carotid is present. The manubrium stemi is 
tnfid, the inner portion being forked, and the outer single. 
Behind the spine is a foramen as in Upupidce and Bucerotulce, 
Cervical vertebrae 15. The flexor perforans digitorum gives oS. 
from its inner side the slip which supplies the hallux, before 
blending with the /. longus Jiallucis, The conjoined tendons 
then divide into three to supply the other toes. Other characters 
as in Coracite, 

A single family. 


Tamily MEEOPIDiE. 

Bill long, slender, and curved throughout, culmen ridged, both 
mandibles pointed ; legs and feet feeble, syndactyle, the outer or 
fourth toe united to the third or middle toe as far as the last 
joint, second and third toes united by the basal joint only. Tail- 
feathers 12. Primaries 10. Sexes ^ke or nearly so. 


Key to the Genera. 


a. Breast-plumes not elongate ; wing pointed ; 

2nd quill longest. 

a\ Middle pair of tail-feathers much longer 

than the others Mebops, p. 109. 

Melittophagus, p. 114 

and 
j 4tli 

quill longest T. Ntctiobnis, p. 116. 


Middle tad-feathers not longer. . . 
h. Breast-plumes elongate, pendent, 
■hnohtlv coloured: wins: rounded 


Genus MEROPS, Linn., 1766. 

BiU very long, slender, and pointed, nostrds partially covered 
by plumes ; a few small rictal bristles at the base of the bill ; wings 
long, pointed, 1st primary minute, 2nd longest , the two middle 
tail-feathers longer than the others, and with their terminal 
portion narrows 

The genus ranges throughout the greater part of the Old 
World ; four species are Indian. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Throat green or chestnut ; middle tail-feathers 
exceed others by more than length of 
culmen. 

Throat green or bluish green : wing S‘6 . . M, vindis^ p. 110. 

b\ Chin yellow, throat chestnut : wing 6-6. 

a". Tail blue above iK. philippinuSf^.llh 

Tad green above ptrxms, p. Il2. 

5. Chin and Siroat yellow j middle tail-feathers 

exceed outer by less than length of culmen . ilf. apiaste^*) p. 113. 
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The habits of all the Bee-eaters are similar. All feed on 
insects, and the larger species very much on bees and wasps, which 
they capture m the air, seize across the body, and crush, either 
with their mandibles or by beatmg the insect against their perch, 
before s\^ allow mg. They select a perch with a good look-out,' 
often a dead branch at the top of a tree or bush, and they are 
fond of sitting on telegraph-vsures. They generally, after sallymg 
forth and hunting, retmm to the same perch. They have a 
pleasant whistling note : they generally hve in colonies and make 
long nest-holes, two or three inches in diameter and often several 
feet deep, m the bank of a river, on a hill-side, or sometimes on 
level ground, at the bottom of this hole they hollow out a 
chamber, in which their eggs, which are white, glossy, and very 
spherical ovals, are laid, usually without any lining. 

1026. Herops viridis. The Common Indian Bee-eater. 

Merops viridia, Lmn Sijst JS'at. i, p. 182 (1766) ; Blyfh^ Cat p. oS : 
Horsf. ^ M, Cat p. 84; Jeidoii, B, L i, p. 205; Stohczka, 
J A. 8, B. xxx\ii, p. 19; Riwie, 8 F. i, p. 167; m, p 49, 
SI, p. 42 ; id. Cat no. 117 , Adam, 8. F, i, p. 371 ; Bli/th Wald. 
Birds Burm. p. 73; Morgan, Ibis, 1875, p. 314; Dav. 

8, F. vi, pp. 67, 498; Legge, Birds Ceijl p. 309; Saullu, 8. F, 
viii, p. 237; Davison, 8. F x, p. 350, Oates, B. B ii, p. 66; 
id. m Sumds K ^ E 2nd ed iii, p. 60; Barnes, Birds Bomb. 
p 93; Dresser, Mon. Mer, p. 31, pi, ix; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. 
xvii, p. 78. 

Merops ferrugeiceps and M torquatus, Hodgs. Qiaijs Zool. Miso. 
p. 82 (1844), descr. nulla ^ 

Merops indicus, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. xi, p. 227. 

Fatringa, HarridJ, H.; Bdnspati in Bengal; Tailingi, Veda Bdgim, 
Mahr. Chmia passeriki, Tel., Kurumenne Kuiulla, Cing , Katfalan 
Kinuvi, Tamil, Ceylon; Monagyi, Arrakan, Enet-pasin-to, Burm 
Several of these terms are also used for other species of Merops. 

Coloration. Upper parts, including wing-co verts and tertiaries, 
bright green, sometimes more or less tinged with ferruginous 
or golden on the crown, nape, and upper back, tertiaries and 
rump a little bluer ; lores and a band under the eye to the ear- 
coverts black, primary and secondary quills pale rufous, greenish 
on the outer webs, tipped blackish ; tail duller green above, dark 
brown below, tips of the elongate middle feathers blackish ; lower 
parts green ; a black gorget ; chin and cheeks, and sometimes the 
throat, bluish or even verditer-blue ; lower abdomen and lower 
coverts also sometimes bluish. 

Bill black , irides blood-red ; feet dark plumbeous (Jerdon). 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*5-5, outer rectrices 2*9 ; wing 8*6 ; 
tarsus *4 ; bill from gape 1*4. ’ 

Specimens with a ferrugmous head are more common to the 
eastward, especially in Burma; birds from the North-west 
Provinces show the blue throat best, but the intensity of this 
colour appears to increase as the plumage gets worn. Both of 
the varieties are occasionally found in Southern India. 
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Distribution, Common and resident almost throughout India, 
Ceylon, and Burma. Wanting in the Himalayas, where this 
species rarely occurs, even in the lo\n er ranges, though there are 
specimens from Kashmu’ and Murree in the Hume CoHectiou. 
Absent also as a rule on the higher hiUs of the Peninsula, and in 
some of the denser and damper forests. In Ceylon d/. vindis 
is only found in the drier parts of the low country. In Tenassenm 
it has not been observed south of Mergm, and it does not occm* 
in the Malay Peninsula nor in the Andamans or Nicobars, 
though it IS found m Siam and Cochin Chiu a. West of India 
it extends through Baluchistan and Southern Persia to North- 
eastern Africa. 

Hahts, ^c. One of the commonest and most familiar of Indian 
bmds ; a resident in general, but locally migratory in some places . 
thus it IS said to leave the island of Bombay from April tdl 
September. It has the usual habits of Bee-eaters, but generally 
prefers a lower perch than the larger species ; it hves on various 
insects, usually captured in the air, and it has a pleasant u Instling 
note. It breeds from the middle of March till the beginning ot 
June, and lays from 3 to 5 eggs at the end of a hole which it digs 
to a depth of 1| to 5 feet, usually in a bank or cliff. The eggs 
are spherical ovals, white and glossy, and measure about *78 
by *7. 


1027. Merops philippinus. The Blue-tailed Bee-eater, 

Merops philippinus, Linn Syat. Nat ed. xiii {Vmdob)^ i, p. 183 
(1767) ; Je7'don, Madr. Jour, L xi, p 228 , Blyth, C(tt, p. 52 , 
JBLorsf. ^ M. Cat p. 86 ; Walden, Tr, Z. S, viii, p. 42 , Ilume, 
S. F iii, p. 466 ; N, pp.' 36, 287 ; xi, p. 42 ; id. Cat. no. 118 ; 
Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm. p. 72 ; Ehme ^ Dav. S F. vi, 
pp. 67, 498 ; Ball, S F. vii, p 203 j Cripps, ibid. p. 258 ; Zet/ye, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 306 j Doig, S. F, viii, p. 370 ; Vidal, S F, ix, p 49 , 
Bingham, ibid, p 162 ; Butler, ibid p. 381 ; Davison, S, F, x. 
p B60 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 66 , Dresser, Mon. Mer. p. 65, pi. xv ; 
Barnes, Bir ds Bom p. 94; Littledale, Jour. Bomb, N. H. Soc i, 
pp 31, 196 ; Oates in Rumens N. ^ E. 2nd ed. lii, p 03 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M, xvii, p 71. ^ 

Merops philippensis, Jordan, B J i, p. 207 ; BaU, S. F, i, p. 57 ; 
Andei son, Yunnan Exp , Aves, p. 681. 

Merops daudim, Cuv, Begne Anim Nouv. id i, p. 442 (1829), 
descr. nulla ; Hume, 8, F. ii, p. 162 , iii, p. 49. 

Bara patringa, H.; Komu passerikijT^l . ; Ruet-pasin-to, Burm. 

Coloration, Lores and a streak past the eye to the ear-coverts 
black, bordered above by a narrow pale verditer-blue supercihum 
and below by a broader blue line. Tipper parts to rump, including 
the wing-coverts, green with a rufous tinge passing into the 
verditer-blue of the rump, upper tail-coverts, and tail ; tertiaries 
also sometimes bluish ; middle pair of tail-feathers with elongate 
black tips, and all tail-feathers dark brown beneath ; wing-feathers 
more rufous green than the back, all except the tertiaries tipped 
with black, the outer webs blmsh or brighter greenish towards 
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the tip ; chin yellow ; throat chestnut, passing into green on the 
breast, this passes into pale blue round the vent and on the lower 
tail-coverts ; Aving-hmng light brownish rufous. 

BiU black , irides cninson ; legs dusky plumbeous {Jerdon). 

Length about 12 ; tail 5~6, outer feathers only 3*5 ; 5*25 ; 

tarsus *5 ; biU from gape 2. 



Fig 31 — Head of Ji. phdijipinns, 

Distnbiition, Throughout the greater part of the Oriental 
region. This Bee-eater is generally but somewhat locally dis- 
tributed over India, Ceylon, and Burma, extending west to Sind, 
but not found in the Himalayas. 

Sahits, A resident species, but partially migratory in many 
places, and in Ceylon merely a winter visitant ; it keeps much to 
forest countries and well-w^ooded districts, and generally breeds in 
the banks of rivers. It feeds on wasps, bees, dragonflies, beetles, 
and even butterflies. It sometimes congregates m large numbers, 
but is more often seen in small companies or singly. Its voice is 
desenbed by Jerdon as a full, mellow, rollmg -whistle. It breeds, 
usually in large colonies, from March to June, in a hole 4 to 7 
feet long, the egg-chamber being occasionally lined with grass or 
feathers ; it lays usually four or five white, glossy, nearly spherical 
eggs, measuring about *88 by *76. 

1028. Merops persicus. The Blue-cheehed Bee-eater. 

Merops persicus, JPalL Beta. Bms. JReichs^ h, Anhang^ p. 708 (1773) ; 
BJyth^ Cat p. 62 , Davids. Wend. S. F. vii, p.' 77 ; JECumey Cat 
no. 120; Scully f Ibis, 1881, p. 429; Davidsouj S. F. x, p. 295, 
Bat neSt Birds Bomb. p. 95 ; Swmhoe <§• Barnes^ IbiSy 1885, p 61 ; 
Dresser, Mon. Mer. p 63, pi. xvi , St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 167 ; 
Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ni, p. 65 ; Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. 
xvii, p. 66. 

Merops segyptius, Forsh, Descr. An., Aves, p. 1 (1776) ; Horsf. 8r M. 
Cat i, p 89 ; Jerdon, B. 1. 1 , p 209 , G. F. L. Marshall, Ibis, 1872, 
p. 203 ; Hume, S. F. i. p. 167 ; iii, p. 326 ; Adam, S. F. i, p. 371 ; 
Butler, S F. in, p. 456; vii, p. 181. 

The Egyptian Bee-eater, Jerdon. 

Coloration. Very similar to M. philipphms, but greener. Pore- 
head V bite, passing into verditer-blue, which unites the long blue 
supercilia ; a black streak through the lores past the eye to the 
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ear-coverts, bordered below by white, passing down into blue and 
then into green on the cheeks ; upper parts and wings green, 
bluer on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; quills greenish rufous, 
tipped blackish; tail-feathers also rufescent green, the long 
median pair dusky at the tips ; chin yellow, throat chestnut, rest 
of lower parts green hke the back ; wing-hning brownish rufous. 

Bill black ; iris red ; legs and feet fleshy ( 0, T. Bingliam), 

Length about 12 , tail 5 to 6, to end of outer rectrices 3*7 ; 
wing 6 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from gape 1*75. 

Bistrihuiion, Migratory, wintering in Africa, and passing the 
summer in Western and Central Asia. A summer visitant to North- 
western India, breeding in parts of Sind, Eajputana, the Punjab, 
and Afghanistan, and rangmg occasionally dunng migi*ation as far 
as Grilgit, Aligarh and Mainpuri in the N.W. Pro\Tjices, Mhow, 
Khandesh, and even Pandharpur in the Bombay Deccan, where 
Mr. Davidson obtained a young specimen in October. This 
species has not, so far as I know, been observed in E^ashmir 
proper. 

Habits^ Similar to those of other Bee-eaters. This species 
breeds near Delhi, as observed by Bingham, from the middle of 
May to the middle of July, and lays 3 to 5 eggs in the usual 
nest-hole. The eggs measure on an average *95 by *81. 

1029. Merops apiaster. The European Bee-eater^ 

Merops apiaster, Idnn. St/st. Nat. i, p. 183 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. 
p. o2; AdaTm, P. Z. 8. 1858, p 474; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 210; td. 
Ibi8^ 1873, p 3 ; Murray, S. P. via, p. 113 ; Hume, Cat. no. 131 ; 
Wardl.-IiaTiuay, Ihis^ 1880, p. 49 ; Barnes, S. F. is, pp. 215, 
453 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 48 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 96 ; 8t. 
John, Ibis, 1889, p. 167 ; Oates in Sume’s N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ui, p. 66 , 
Bharpe, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 63 

Coloration, Forehead white, followed by an indistinct line of 
verditer-blue passing into green, that is continued on each side as 
a supercilium; a black line including the lores and ear-coverts 
and passing under the eye ; crown, hind neck, and upper back 
chestnut, darkest on the head and passing into pale yellowish 
brown, weathering in worn plumage to buff on the lower back 
and rump, paler still on the scapulars; secondary-coverts and 
quills chestnut ; primary-coverts and primary and tertiary quills 
bluish green, aU quills except the tertiaries tipped black ; upper 
tail-coverts bluish green; tail-feathers bronze-green above, the 
slightly elongate median pair tipped black, all blackish beneath ; 
chm and throat rich yellow, followed by a black gorget ; breast, 
abdomen, and under tail-coverts greenish blue, paler behind ; wing- 
lining buff. 

Bfll black ; iris red ; legs and feet brown. 

Length about 10*5 ; tail 4 to 5, outer rectrices 3*5 ; wing 6*75 ; 
tarsus *55 ; biU from gape 1*7. 

Distribution, A migratory bird, wintering in Africa, and perhaps 
in {Southern Arabia, and breeding in summer in Southern Europe 
von. m. 1 
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and Central Asia. Within Indian limits this Bee-eater breeds in 
Kashmir and probably in Afghanistan, and has been observed 
when migrating in the N.W. Punjab, Baluchistan, and on one 
occasion in Sind. 

Habits^ Those o£ the genus. This and other large Bee- 
eaters keep more on the wing than il/. viridis and feed on various 
insects, chiefly bees and wasps, if. ajyiaster breeds in Elashmir 
dming May and June, and lays 4 to 7 eggs (6 being a common 
number) m a chamber at the end of a deep hole. The eggs are 
white and glossy, and measure about 1*08 by *9. 


Genus MELITTOPHAGUS, Boie, 1828. 

This genus contains one Indian species, other kinds being 
found throughout the Ethiopian region, whilst one, M, quinticolor, 
inhabits Java. The only distinction from Merojiys is that the 
middle pair of tail-feathers are no longer than the other 
rectrices. Plumage and habits are similar to those of Mer(^s^ and 
the two types are scarcely worth separating. 

1030. Melittophagus swinlioii. TJie Ohestnut-lmdecl Bee-eater. 

Merops erytbrocephalus Gm. Smt Nat i, p. 463 (1778) : Blyth, 
Cat p. 63 , Bh/.h Wald. Birds JBuima, p. 72. 

Merops quinticolor, apud Moisf. ^ M. Cat p. 88 j Jerdm, B, L 
i, p. 208; Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p 318; Godw.-Aust I A. S. B. 
sxxix, pt 2, p. 266, Roldsw. B Z. 8 1872, p. 423; J&don, Ibis, 
1872, p 3 ; Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 301 ; Davidson, lour* Bomb. 
JV. H. ScG. vi, p. 332 (nec V.). 

Merops swinhoei, JBume, N. ^ B -g. 102 (1873) ; id 8. F. ii, p. 163 ; 
vii, p. 466 ; xi, p. 42 ; id. Cat no. 119 , Ball, 8. F. ii, p. 386 ; vii, 
p. 203 , Fairb. 8, F. iv, p. 254 ; Armstrong, ibid, p 305 ; Legge, 
Btids Ceyl. p. 312; Barker, 8. F. ix, p. 478 ; Davism, 8. F. x, 
p. 360 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 96. 

Merops leschenaultii, apud Fairb. 8. F. v, p. 394; Anders. Yvnnan 
Fxped., Aves, p. 582 ; Bhme ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 68 (nec F.). 

Melittophagus leschenaulti, apud Oates, B. B. ii, p. 68. 

MeHttophagus quinticolor, apud Dresser, Mon. Mer. p, 115, pi. xxvi ; 
Oates in Mumds N. ^ JE. 2nd ed. iii. p. 67. 

Melittophagus swinhoii, 8'harpe, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 56. 

Kurumenne Kurulla, Book-Kira, Cingalese. 

Coloration. Whole crown with the ear-coverts, hind neck, and 
upper back chestnut ; lores and a narrow line running back under 
the eye and ear-coverts black; interscapulars, scapulars, and 
outside of wings bright green ; quills the same, but (the tertiaries 
excepted) with black tips and rufous inner margins ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts pale blue ; tail-feathers green above, all except 
the median pair dusky on their margins and tips; ohin and 
throat yellow ; a rufous-brown gorget joining the chestnut of the 
upper surface, and bordered behind with black not extending to 
the sides of the neck, but succeeded by an ill-defined yellow b^d; 
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breast green, passing into bluish green on the abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts. 

Bill black ; iris crimson ; legs dusky black (Oates). 

Length 8-5 ; tail 4; -wing 4-2 ; tarsus *43 ; bill from gape 1-7. 

Alter going over the original descnptions, I believe the true 
Merops quimtieohr to be the Javan species. M. leseJunaulti is 
not recognizable. VieiUot appears merely to have copied 
Levaollant’s descnptions and localities, and the latter are notori- 
ously worthless. 

Bmr^twn. A resident, locally distributed throughout Ceylon 
^d in the hiU-forests near the Malabar coast as far north as 
Bel^um, ascending the Nilgins to about 5000 feet. Elsewhere 
in the Peninsula this bird is only known to occur in the great 
lorest-region south-east of Bengal, and there it is very rare ; but 
Mr. BaU obtoed a specimen in Sarguja and I shot one on the 
frodavan below Sironcha. It ranges throughout the Lower 
Himalaya as far west as Dehra Dun, and east of the Bay of 
Bengal from Assam to the Malay Peninsula, Siam, and Cochin 
China, occurring locally throughout Burma and in the A-n,1n.mn.n 
Islands. 

EOnU, 4re- Similar to those of Merops. This bird is usually 
seen perched on a tree, very often on a dead branch, or catching 
insects on the wing. It chiefly prefers forests or well-wooded 
country near streams.^ It breeds about March and April 
gene^y m colonies, in holes of considerable depth, and lays 
usually 6 or 6 glossy white eggs in a chamber at the end of the 
hole. The eggs measure about ‘87 by -76. 


Genus KTCTIOENIS, Swains., 1831. 

Larger than Merops-, bill stronger and deeper; ridge of the 
eulmen flattened ; a hollow on each side of the ridge ; nostrils 
covered by plumes. Wmg rounded ; first quill about two-thirds 
M the second, third or fourth longest ; tail rather long, even. 
Eeathers of throat and breast elongate and richly coloured. 

Only two species are known, both are found within our area. 

Key to tTie Species. 

Middle of throat and of breast light blue N. athertmA, p. 116. 

Middle of throat and of breast scarlet K. amicius, p. 117. 


1031. Nyctiornis atheitoni. The Bhie-bearded Bee-eater. 

Merops alhertoni, Jard. ^ Selby, III. Om. ii, pL 68 (1829). 
NTCtiomis athertoni, Sar^. ^ M. Cat, p. 89 ; Jordan, B. Z i, p. 211 • 
eodw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. sim, pt. 2, p. 163 ; Blyih ^ Wal£ Birds 
^ 78; Same ^ Inglis, 8 . F. v, p. 18; FtdrbmikfiMd. 
p. 394; ^ Dm. 8. F. vi, p. 68 ; mme, 8. F. vii, p.l208 ; 

’ Anderson, Fwmem Fxpsd., Aves, 
P.68S; Bmg^, 8. F. ix, pp. 168,472; Braler, tbid. p. 882; 
Damson, 8.F.x,^SSl ; Macgr^or, And. p. 436 ; Oates, B. B, ii, 

l2 
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p. 63 ; id, in Eumeh N, ^ JS, 2nd ed. lii, p 68 ; Eresse)', Mon, 
Mer. p. 7, pi. 3 ; Barnes^ Birds Bom p 96 ; Bavidson, Jour, Bomb, 
E, E, Soc, vi, p. 333 ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, xvii, p, 88. 

Bucia nepalensis, Eodgson, J, A, S, B, v, p. 361 (1836). 

Merops cyanogularis, Jerdon, Mad, Jour, L. S xi, p. 229 (1840). 
Alcemerops athertonii, Blyth, Cat, p. 62. 

The Bluernecked Beer-eater, Jerdon ; Bxikay Chera, Fepal ; Sang-rhyoh, 
Lepcha ; Bya-tcoJiuet, Burmese. 



Fig 32. — ^Head of N, athertom. 


Coloration, Forehead, sometimes to vertex, pale verditer-blne ; 
-^vhcle upper parts, with sides of neck and breast and upper 
surface of wings and tail, grass-green; chin, middle of throat 
and of upper breast, forming a broad line, light blue, the long 
breast-feathers deep verditer except at the margins ; lower surface 
from breast, mcluding the wing-lming, ochreous buff, streaked with 
broad green shaft-stripes from breast to vent ; tail-feathers dull 
ochreous yeUow beneath, their outer margins and tips blackish. 

Bill homy, light at the base below; iris brown; legs fleshy 
brown, tinged with green {Oates'), 

Length 14; tail 6'25 ; wing 6-8 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from gape 2*3. 
The female somewhat less. 

Distribution, Resident throughout the Lower EQmalayas as far 
west as Dehra Dun, from the plains to about 4000 feet, also from 
Assam to Tenasserim, Siam, and Cambodia, throughout the Burmese 
countries, in the larger forests. This Bee-eater is replaced in 
Southern Tenasserim by the next species, but it is found in the 
Malabar'forests from the neighbourhood of Belgaum to Travancore. 
The only other reported occurrence in the Peninsula of India 
is at Sambalpur, whence there are two skins in the Hume Collection. 
Not known in Ceylon. 

EaUts, ^c, A forest-bird, usually seen solitary or in pairs, 
perching on high trees, and capturing insects on the wing. The 
eggs were obtained by Major Bingham in Tenasserim from a hole 
7 feet deep in the bank of a stream on April 23rd; they were four 
in number, hard-set, nearly round, white and glossy, and measured 
about 1-14 by 1 *03. Several similar nests and eggs were taken by 
Mr. Davidson in Kanara at the end of March, and by Mr. E. C. 
Steuart Baker in Cachar’firom March tiQ June. It was long supposed, 
►doubtless erroneously, that this bird might breed in holes of trees. 
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3 032, Nyctionxis amictus. The Eed-hearded Bee-eat&r. 

Merops amictus, Tmirn, FI, Col pi. 310 (1824j. 

Nyctiomis amicta, Swains, Zool, III, ser. 2, li, text to pi. 56 ; Sorsf, 
^ M, Cat, p. 383 j JBlytk, IbiSy 1866, p. 345 ; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds 
Burm p. 73 5 Hume <S* Bav, 8 F, vi, pp. 69, 498 j Hume, Cat, no. 
122 bis ; Bingham, 8, F, viii, p. 193 ; ix, p. 163 ; Oates, B, B, ii, 
p. 64 ; Dresser, Mon, Mer, p. 1, pis, 1,2 ; Sharpe, Cat, B, iJf.xvii, 
p. 90. 

Alcemerops amicta, Bhjth, Cat, p. 62. 

Nyctiornis malaccenis, Cah, Heine, Mas. Hein, ii, p. 133 (1859) ; 
Hume, 8, F ii, p. 469. 

Coloration. Nasal plumes and point of chin pale verditer-green ; 
lores and forehead pink, passing mto lilac on the vertex ; feathers 
on eyehds dark green or blue ; whole upper parts, including ear- 
coverts, sides of neck and breast, and upper surface of wings and 
tail, grass-green; cheeks in front of eye. throat, and elongate 
plumes m middle of breast scarlet, the latter dark green near the 
shafts; lower parts from breast pale green; tail-feathers beneath 
ochreous yellow, with broad black tips ; extenor margin of outer- 
most feathers also black ; wing-hning ochreous buff. 

In the female the forehead and lores are scarlet hke the throat ; 
vertex only pink. Young birds are green throughout. 

Bill black, whitish at base ; iris bright yeUow to orange ; legs and 
feet pale green, often dingy, sometimes bluish {Davison). 

Length 13 ; tail 5 ,* wing 5-25 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape 2*45. 
Pemales measure rather less and have a shorter bill. 

Distrihution, Tenasserim and throughout the Malay Peninsula 
to Sumatra and Borneo. In Tenasserim this bird is found as far 
north as Moulmein, Myawadi, and the Thoungyeng valley, but is 
rare north of Yay. 

Habits, (^ 0 . Similar to those of H. athertoni. The note, according 
to Davison, is hoarse, of four syllables, and uttered at irregular 
intervals. Nidification not known. 
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Suborder SALCYONJES. 

No caeca; oil-gland tuffced ; 15 cervical vertebrae. Sternum with 
four notches on the posterior margin ; manubrium simple, composed 
of the spina externa only. Both carotids are present. Spinal 
feather-tract well defined on the neck and not forked on the back, 
so there is no dorsal apterium. Down present in adults on the tracts 
not covered by feathers, a character absent in other suborders of 
Anisodactyli. No accessory semitendinosus muscle. The two 
plantar tendons are generally united, but the slip leading to the 
hallux branches off from ihe flexor ^erforans digitomm above the 
junction as in Merojoes, In some cases however, as in Dacelo, this 
slip unites with the flexor longiLS Jiallueis^ and the latter runs to 
the fourth digit only and has no other connexion with the/, ^erfl 
digitomm (Gadow in Newton’s Dictionary of Birds, p. 617). 


Paimly ALOEDINID.^. 


Bill long, stout, pointed, with a rounded or slightly flattened 
cuhnen ; tarsus and toes feeble ; the fourth or outer toe united to 
the third for more than half its length, third and second united 
tor basal third. 

Primaries 11, the first minute. Tail-feathers 12 (except in 
TangsijoUm^ which has 1 0). 



Jig. 33. 
Bight foot of 
A, t^ptda, 


All Kingfishers lay white, glossy, rather round 
eggs, very like those of Bee-eaters, almost always 
in a chamber without lining, dug by the birds in the 
earth at the end of a burrow from 6 inches to several 
feet in length. There is sometimes, but rarely, a 
layer of fish-bones on which the eggs are deposited. 

This family is generally divided into two sub- 
families, but as Dr. Bowdler Sharpe, to whom we 
are indebted for an excellent monograph of the 
Kin^shers, has shown, the distinction between the 
two is not well marked. 


Key to the Genera, 

a. Plumage (of Indian species) black and white. Ceeyle, p. 119. 
d, Plum^e varied, not black and white. 
c'. Tail shorter than culmen. 

Toes 4 Alcbdo, p. 122. 

i". Toes 3 Ceyx, p. 127. 
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b\ Tail longer than culnien. 
c". Sexes alike. 

Bin red. 

Bill compressed, culmen flattened, 

with a groove on each side 

Bill not compressed, culmen rounded. 

Pnmaries white at base 

No white on primaries 

b\ Bin black ; 

Sexes dissimflar; bill somewhat depressed, 
c®. Bill black above ; plumage not barred. 
Bill red throughout ; plumage barred. 


PBLAjaaopsis, p. 128. 

Halcyon, p. 131. 
Oallialcyon, p. 184, 
Saxjropatis, p. 136. 

Oabipagrps, p. 138. 
Cabcinbutbs, p. 138. 


G-enus CERTLE, Boie, 1828. 

BiU long, compressed; culmen slightly curved, flattened or 
rounded above, with a groove on each side. Wings rather pointed, 
2nd or 3rd quill longest, 1st but httle shorter. Tail longer than 
culmen. 

This genus inhabits the Ethiopian and Oriental regions with the 
Southern portion o£ the Palaearctic and the whole o£ America. 
There are two Indian species, distinguished by their black and white 
plumage. 

m 

Key to tliA Sj^ecies, 


Back not barred ; wing 6*6 C, mria^ p. 119. 

Back transversely barred; wing over 7 C, Ittyithns, p. 121. 


1033. Ceryle varia. The Indian Tied Kingfisher. 

Ceryle varia, Stricklatid, A. M, N, H. vi, p. 418 (1841) ; Salvad, Ann. 
Mzis, Civ, Gen. (2) iv, p. 685 ; Sharpe^ Cat. M. M. xvii, p. 112. 

Ceryle rudis, JSlyth, Cat. p. 49 ; Morsf. M. Cat. p. 131 ; 

Jerdonj JB. L i, p. 232 ; Sharpe^ Mon. Ale p. 61, pi. 19 ; Kume ^ 
Menders. Lah. to YarJe. p. 179 ; Mwne, S F. i, p. 170 ; hi, p. 52 ; 
xi, p. 47 ; id Ccd. no. 136 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 71 ; 
Biume ^ Bav. S. F, vi, p. 86 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 288; Anders. 
Yunnan Exped.^^ Aves, p. 680; Oates j B. B. ii, p. 77 ; id. in Sumacs 
K. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 8 ; Murray^ Vert. Zool. Bind, p. 112 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 103 ; {nec Alcedo rudis, Linn.). 

Koiyala-KilJdla, H. ; Fhatka Mach ranga, Karikata, Beng. ; Ung^tci^ 
hik, Lepcha ; Fdihuduwa Wataranuwa, Qomera Felihuduwa, Oing. ; 
Pme-nyin, Burdaurnenlo, Burm. 

Coloration, Male. Crown, nape, and small nuchal crest black, 
sparingly streaked with white ; lores and a long supercflium white, 
a black eye-streak £rom the ba^e of the bill to the ear-coverts, 
connected by a narrow black line with the black gorget ; an imper- 
fect white collar ; back, scapulars, and wing-coverts blacky edged 
with white ; rump-feathers white, with large black spots ; primaries 
with outer web and terminal portion of inner black, the rest white ; 
secondaries white, with irregular black markings forming imperfect 
bars ; t^-feathers white on the basal half and on^the tip, a broad 
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black band occupjing the greater part o£ the distal half ; lower 
parts, with cheeks and \\ing-lming, white; some small elongate 
spots f orming a malar patch ; two gorgets, the upper the broader, on 
the breast, and spots on the flanks formmg an imperfect belt, black. 
‘There are often black spots on the throat. 



Fig. 34. — Head of C, vana, 


Females want the posterior black gorget and the anterior is- 
interrupted m the middle. 

Bill black ; iris brown ; legs and feet blackish ; soles pale (Legge). 

Length about 11*7; tafl. 3; wing 5*5; tarsus 4; bill from, 
gape 3. * 

The Indian bird has usually been referred to the African and 
Western Asiatic 0. ruchs ; but the latter differs m having the basal 
haK of the tail-feathers more or less spotted wuth black, the black 
subterminal bands marked with large white spots, and the black 
marks on the throat and flanks less developed. The two are, how- 
ever, only just separable. 

Distribution, Common throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma in 
the plains, wherever there are rivers or large pieces of water, except 
in Tenasserim south oi Amherst. This Kingfisher ranges east to 
China, but not west of Baluchistan, and does not inhabit the 
Himalayas, even to the westward, above a very moderate elevation. 

EaUts^ 4’c, The Pied Kingfisher avoids forest, but is found 
haunting all waters in open country. It may be seen on tidal 
streams and creeks, on backwaters and even on the sea-shore, 
though it is more common inland on rivers, marshes, ditches, and 
tanks. It lives entirely on fish, for which it never plunges from a 
fixed perch, but it fiies over the water, and hovers with its beak 
pointed downwards, at a height of foequently 15 or 20 feet above 
the surface, when it suspects the presence of a fish. It dives 
for its prey after hovering, but not unfrequently checks itseM in 
its plunge and flies on, uttering from time to time a sharp 
twittering cry. It breeds from the end of January till April, and 
lays 4 to 6 white, glossy, broadly oval eggs at the end of a hole 
usually made in the perpendicidar bank of a river. The eggs, 
measure about ITS by *94. 
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1034. Ceryle lugubris. The Hmialmjan Pied Kingfisher, 

Alcedo guttatus, V'igorSy P. Z. S 1830, p 22 (7iec Bodd. 1783) 

Alcedo lugubris, Tem^n PL Col pi. 548 (1834). 

Ceryle guttata, Blyth, Cat p 48 ; liorsf. ^ M, Cat p. 132 ; Jerdon^ 
B, L i, p. 234, Stoliczhay BA S. B xxxrii, pt. 2, p. 19; Sharpe, 
Mon. Ah. p 57, pi. 18 , Jerdon, Ibts, 1872, p. 4; Mume, 8, F, li, 
p. 470 ; id. Cat no. 137 ; Walden in Blytlh Birds Bunn p. 71 ; 
Godw.^Aust. J. -4. xlv, pt 2, p 69; xlyii, pi. 2, p 14; 
Sume Inghs^ 8. F. v, p. 19 ; Hxmie Dao. 8 F. vi, p. 85 ; 
Bingham, 8. F viii, p. 193 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 76 ; C. M, T. 
Mai shall, 1884, p. 409; Hume, 8. F' xi, p. 48, Oates in 
Himds N ^ E 2nd ed. hi, p. 6. 

Ceryle lugubris, Sharpe, Mon. Ale. p 59; id. Cat B. M. xTii, p. 116. 

Machi Bdgh, H. (Dun ) ; Jel butma, Chamba; Ung~ka-zhu,'LQ^claz>. 

Coloration. Male, Crown and long nuchal crest, with the sides 
o£ the head to some distance below the eyes, black, with white 
oval spots, that become streaks at the side ; a broad white collar ; 
remainder o£ upper parts greyish black or dark grey, wuth white 
bars ; quills and tail black, with transversely elongate w^hite spots. 
Lower parts including cheeks white, a stnpe of black spots from 
the point of the chm down each side of the throat, widening 
behind and joining a broad gorget of black spots, the wider part 
and the gorget tinged to a varying extent with brownish rufous 
that is rarely entirely wanting ; flanks, wing-lining, and under tail- 
feathers barred or spotted with grey or black. 

Female. Ho rufous on throat or gorget; under wmg-coverts 
pale rufous brown. 

BiQ black, greenish at the base ; iris dark brown ; legs and feet 
olive-green. 

Length about 16; tail 4*3; wing 7*4; tarsus *5; bill from 
gape 3*3. 

Distribution, Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Elashmir, 
and up to an elevation of 7000 feet to the westward, less to the 
eastward ; also in the hills south of Assam, and in the Tenasserim 
hills, but not, so far as is known, in the intervening country. 
This species is also found in parts of China and in Japan. 

Habits, This Kingfisher is only found on wnoded hill-streams, 
though it follows them in places for some distance into the plains. 
It generally occurs in pairs. It lives on fish entirely, and usually 
sits in a bush near the water, keeping in the shade ; it swoops 
upon fish generally from its perch, but according to Mr. Baker, 
who has given an excellent account of its habits, it sometimes 
hovers like G. varia. The same observer says this bird has two 
notes, one like that of other Kingfishers, but less quickly repeated, 
the other a guttural croak which serves as a call. It breeds from 
April to June, and lays 3 or 4 large white, rounded eggs in a 
chamber at the end of a hole about 2 feet long. 
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G-enus ALCEDO, Linn., 1766. 

Back bright blue, bead banded black and blue. Bill long, com- 
pressed; culmen very slightly curved, the ridge rounded not 
flattened above, and vdth a slight groove on each side. Wing 
somewhat pointed, 3rd or 4th quill longest, 1st and 2nd very 
little shorter. Tail very short, shorter than the bill and rounded 
at the end. Peet weak. 

A genus of 10 known species, half of which are Indian. The 
generic range extends throughout Europe, Asia, and Africa, 


Keif to the Sjyecies. 

a. Size small ; wing 2*5 to 3*2. 
a\ Ear-coverts ferruginous in adults ...... 

b'. Ear-coverts blue in adults. 

Middle of back pale blue 

Middle of back deep blue 

h. Size larger ; wing about 3*o. 
c\ No green band across breast. 

Bars on head conspicuous, whitish 

blue. 

d''. Bars on head inconspicuous, dull 

greenish blue 

d', A green band across breast 


A. iapida^ p. 122. 

A. heamn% p. 124. 

A, meninting, p. 125. 

A. grandki p. 125. 

A, earyzona $ , p. 126. 
A cf 126. 


1035. Alcedo ispida. The Common Kingfisher, 


Alcedo ispida, Linn, Syst. Kat, i, p. 179 (1766) ; Sharpe, Mm, Ah, 
p 1, pi. i ; JTumej 8, F. i, p. 168 j id. Cat. no. 134 bis ; JBlanf, 
Fast Fers, ii, p, 121 , FxiUen', 8. F, v, p. 208 ; Murray, Vert, Zool, 
8mdj p. Ill ; Larnesj Bit ds Bom, p 102 ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, xvii, 
p. 141. 

Alcedo bengalensis, Gm 8yst. Nat, i, p 450 (1788) ; Blyth, Cat, p. 49; 
Horsf, <5* M, Cat. p. 129 ; Adams, P. Z. 8. 1858, p. 474 ; 1859, 
p. 174 ; Jerdon, B I. i, p. 230 ; Hume Henders. Lah, to Tarh, 
p. 178 ; Hume, 8. F, i, p 168 ; ii, p. 173 ; xi, p. 46 ; id. Cat, 
no. 134; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 71 ; Anders. Ywman Frped,, 
Aves, p. 580 ; Hume Lav 8. F vi, p. 81 ; Cnpps, 8 F. vu, 
p. 260 ; Legye, Birds Ceyl. p. 292 ; Oates, B B, ii, p. 72 ; id. in 
Hume’s N. ^ F 2nd ed. iii, p. 1 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 101. 

Alcedo sindiana, Hume, 8. F, i, p. 168. 

The Common Indian Kingfisher, Jerdon ; Chota Mlhila, Nita or N^a 
maclirdla^ H. ; KhanM, Khandya, Mahr. , Chota-machranga, B. ; Tint 
Konu, Tunfu, Kashmiri; Ung-chin, Lepcha; Nila huchs gadu, TeL; 
Lane-nyin, Burm. 


Coloration, Crown and nape transversely banded dusky black 
and blue ; lores and a band below the eye to the ear-coverts deep 
ferruginous, ending in a white or rufous-white patch at the side 
of the neck ; lower edge of lores black, a broad stripe from the 
lower mandible down each cheek blue ; middle of back, rump, amd 
upper tail-coverts bright blue; scapulars and wing-coverts greenish 
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blue, each of the lesser and median coverts tipped with a bright 
blue spot ; quills brown, edged outside with ^eenish blue ; tail blue 
above, brown beneath ; lower parts deep ferruginous, sometimes 
paler, always whitish or white on chin and throat. Some birds 
are a greener blue than others, Toung birds are duller in colour 
and have the lower parts tmged with ashy. 

Bill black ; basal half of lower mandible in females red or orange ; 
iris dusky brown ; feet coral-red (Sharpe), 

Length about 7; tail 1*4; wing 2*75 to 3’1; tarsus *37 ; bill 
from gape 1*9. 



Fig, 35. — ^Head of A. 


In accordance with the latest views of Dr. Bowdler Sharpe, 
who has made a special study of Kingfishers, I have united the 
Indian Ehngfisher with the European and Central Asiatic bird. 
The former has long been distinguished as A. hengalensiSi on 
account of its small size ; but unquestionably the two pass into 
each other, and the difference m size is probably due to a very 
common peculiarity that tropical races (or perhaps southern races) 
in Asia are smaller than those of temperate regions. 

Distribuhon, Throughout Europe and Asia, extending to the 
Malay Archipelago. In the British Indian area, this bird is only 
wanting in the Himalayas, where it is rarely met with far above 
the base of the mountains, though it abounds in Kashmir. It is 
of course most common in well-watered countries and comparatively 
rare in forest-tracts. The smaller race A, hengalensis occurs 
throughout South-eastern Asia ; the larger, typical A, ispida only 
occurs within Indian limits in Sind and B^uchistan, but inter- 
mediate forms are common. 

HahitSf The Common Kingfisher frequents streams of all 
sizes, marshes, tanks, irrigation-channels, road-side ditches, flooded 
paddy-fields, and even the sea-shore, anywhere, in fact, where small 
fish may be found, and perches on a tree or stump, and very often 
on a reed, or any post of vantage overlooking the water ; from its 
perch it plunges after its prey. It lives mainly on fish, occasionally 
on tadpoles or water-insects, but it is rarely, if ever, seen away 
from water. Very often these little Kingfishers are in pairs and 
they are exceedingly pugnacious, each pair driving away all others 
of the same species. It has a peculiar whistling cry or call, 
frequently uttered. Its flight is very swift and stra^ht, generally 
just above the surfroe of the water. It breeds in India from 
January to June, earlier in the South of India than in the North, 
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but in some parts it breeds at other seasons. It digs m a bank 
immediately over water, usually a stream, a narrow hole, about 
2 feet in depth and rarely more than 2 inches in diameter, 
terminating in a chamber about 5 inches in diameter and 3 or 4 
high, in which 5 to 7 eggs are laid, very often on a few fish-bones. 
The eggs are white and glossy and measure '8 by ’fiS, 

1036. Alcedo beavani. Beavan^s 

Alcedo menintmg, apudBeavati^ Ibis^ 1867, p. 319 ; Blanf. Ibis, 1870, 
p 46o ; Oates, 8. F, v, p 143 ; B) ooks, S. F, vm, p 468 j Saha- 
do)i, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p 384 {nec Hoi'sf). 

Alcedo asiatica, apud Ball, 8. F. i, p. 39 ; Sume, 8. F. ii, p. 174 j 
Ball, ^ hi, p 289 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 71 ; JEOuTne, 
8. F. IV, p. 383 , Oates, B. B. li, p. 73 ; id. in Hume^s N. F. 2nd 
ed hi, p 6 {nec 8ioain8on), 

Alcedo rufigastra, Wald A. M. N. H. (4) xii, p. 487 (1873) j id. 
Ibis, 1874, p. 136. 

Alcedo beavani, Wald. A M. N. H. (4) siv, p. 158 (1874) ; id. Ibis, 
1875, p. 461 5 Godw -Aust J. A. 8. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 193 ; Sume §• 
Bav. 8. F. VI, pp. 84, 499 ; Ball, 8 F. vh, p 204 ; Hume, Cal. 
no. 135 qnat. ; Hume, 8. F. ix, p. 247 ; xi, p. 47 j Butler, 8 F. ix, 
p. 383 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 351 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p 102 j 8harpe, 
Cat B. M. xvii, p. 160. 

Coloration. Crown, nape, and hind neck black, with bright blue 
cross-bands ; lores ferruginous, the lower border black ; sides of 
head and cheeks bright blue, an elongate buff or white spot on 
each side of the neck behmd the ear-coverts ; middle of back and 
rump bright hght blue, sometimes with a slight greenish tint ; 
upper tail-coverts rather darker blue ; scapulars, wing-coverts, and 
outer margins of secondary quills duU blue, most of the coverts 
each with a bright blue spot at the tip ; quills brown, with the 
inner margins pale rufous ; tail deep blue above, black below ; 
chin and throat buffy white ; rest of lov er parts, including wing- 
lining, deep ferruginous. 

Adult females resemble males ; young birds have the cheeks and 
ear-coverts rufous, and the blue on these parts appears to be more 
slowly assumed by females than by males. 

Bill black, orange at the gape and base ; iris dark brovm ; legs 
bright red, claws red. Young birds have most of the lower 
mandible red and the tip white (Oates). 

Length about 6-2 ; tad 1*25 ; wing 2*5 ; tarsus *35 ; bill from 
gape 1-8-2-2. 

Disinbution. This Kingfisher is very rare west of the Bay of 
Bengal, but has been obtained in Travancore and west of Belgaum 
near the Malabar coast, also in the Eajmehal Hills, Manbhoom, and 
Cuttack, and, quite recently, in Ceylon. It is more common at 
the base of the Himalayas m Sikhim and Bhutan, in Assam and 
Cachar, in various parts of Burma from Bhamo to Southern Tenas- 
serim, and in the Andaman Islands, but it is locally distributed. 
It has also been brought from Cochin China and Celebes. 
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Edbits, 6(C, Very similar to those of A, ispida, except that this 
is purely a forest species, being restricted to woodland streams. 
The eggs, 4 to 6 in number, were taken from the usual nest- 
holes by Mr. Oates in Pegu in the month of July ; they were 
glossy white and round, and measm'ed about *78 by *69. 

1037. Alcedo menintii^. The Malayan Kingfisher, 

Alcedo meniiiting, Eorsfi Tr, Linn, See, xiii, p 172 (1821) ; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 49; JSbrsf. ^ M. Cat. p. 130; Emne JDav. S, K. 
vi, p. 83; Hume, Cat no. 136 ter; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xyii, 
p. lo7. 

Alcedo asiatica, Sioaim. Zool. III. 1st aer. i, pi. 60 (1821) ; Sharpe, 
Men. Ale, p. 23, pL 5. 

Coloration. Precisely similar to that of A. heavani, except that 
the blue of the upper parts is deeper, the spots on the wing- 
coverts especially being comparatively inconspicuous; and the 
middle of the back is deep cobalt. Measurements as in A. 
heavani. 

I am disposed to agree with Oates and to regard A. heavani as 
merely a bright-coloured variety. Hume was inchned to the same 
view, and the distribution of the two is anomalous if they are 
distinct ; but when a series of both is laid out, there is a percep- 
tible di-fference between them. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula, extending into the extreme 
south of Tenasserim, also in Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

1038. Alcedo grandis. BlytKs Kingjisher. 

Alcedo grandis, Blyth, J A. 8. B. xiv, p, 190 (1846) ; id. Cat. 
p. 49 ; id. Ibis, 1866, p, 80, 1866, p. 348 ; Sharpe, Mon. Ah. p, 19, 
pi. 8 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 4 ; Qodto.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xJv, pt. 2, 
p. 69 ; xlvii, pt. 2, p. 14 ; Sume, Cat. no. 186 ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 47 ; 
Oates in BCume’s If. ^ F. 2nd ed. lii, p. 4 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
xvii, p. 156. 

Alcedo euryzona, apudBlyth, Cat., Addenda, p. xxviii ; Jerdon, B. I. 
i, p. 281 ; nec Temm. 

The Great Indian Kingfisher, Jerdon. 

Coloration. Whole cap and nape black, with small bluish- white 
transverse bars ; a ferruginous spot on the black lores ; a pale 
patch in front of the eye, another behind and below it ; cheeks 
and ear-coverts blackish, spotted and streaked with bright greenish 
blue; a white longitudinal stripe on each side of the neck; 
middle of hack and ramp bright pale blue, becoming deeper blue 
on the upper tail-coverts ; scapulars and wings dull green outside, 
with some bright bluish-white specks on the coverts ; quills 
brown, some of the secondaries with greenish-blue edges; tail 
deep blue above, 'dark brown below; lower parts deep ferruginous, 
whitish on throat and chin. Sexes, so far as is known, alike. 

Bill black, red at the base of the lower mandible ; feet red 
(Jerdon). 
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Length about 8; tail 1*8, wing 3*8; tarsus *42; bill from 
gape 2*5. 

Distribution, This Kingfisher has only been obtained at low 
elevations m the Sikhim and Bhutan Himalayas, in the Hafla 
hills east of Bhutan, and in some of the hills south of the Assam 
valley. 

Eahits^ These were unknown until an excellent account of 
them w as given in the ‘ Asian ^ newspaper by “ Eekab ’’ (Mr. 
yteuart Baker). He found the bird very shy, keeping to streams 
m dense 3 ungle, and feeding chiefly or wholly on fish. It is a 
silent bird, its note, only uttered on the wing, resembling that of 
A, isjpida^ and its flight is exceedingly rapid. The eggs, taken on 
three occasions in April, w'ere from 2 to ^ in number, laid on fish- 
bones at the end of a burrow, varying from 1 to 6 feet in length — in 
two cases in dark ravines through which a httle water tnckled in 
the rams, and in the third on the slope of a hill amongst the roots 
of a tree. 

1039. Alcedo euryzona. The Broad^zoned Kingfisher, 

Alcedo emyzona, Temm. Tl Col text to pL 608 (1830) j Eorsf, ^ 
M. Cat, p. 128 , Sharpe, Mon. Ah. p. 29, pi. 8 j JECume, S. F. iii, 
p. 318 , Oates, B B. li, p. 76 , Sharpe, Cat. B M. xvii, p. 164. 

Alcedo nigricans, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xvi, p. 1180 (1847) ; id Cat. 
p. 49 ; Mume ^ Da'o 8. F vi, pp. 81, 499 ; JSume, Cat. no. 135 
bis ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 166. 

Coloration. Male, Crown and nape sooty black, with narrow 
faint greemsh bars ; lores duU ferruginous ; cheeks and ear-coverts 
bluish black, mixed with dull green; a ferruginous or whitish 
band on each side of the neck, forming an imperfect collar ; 
middle of back and rump very pale blue, upper tail-coverts deeper 
blue ; scapulars and wings sooty black, the scapulars and coverts 
tipped and the inner quills edged near the base with greemsh blue ; 
tail black, washed above vath dark blue ; lower parts bufEy white, 
a broad band of duU green across the breast, the feathers with 
white centres ; flanks dusky ; wing-hning rufescent. 

Female, Lower parts ferruginous, chin and throat whitish ; no 
band across breast ; upper parts as in males. 

Upper mandible black, lower very dark brown, paler at the 
base in males, dull vermihon in females ; iris dark brown ; feet 
mihon {Davison), 

Length about 8; tail 1’5 ; wing 3’4; tarsus *48; bill from 
gape 2*4. 

Distribution. Tenassenm, as far north as Muleyit east of 
Moulmein, also in the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and 
Borneo. 

Habits, ^e. This is a rare and shy bird, found only on streams 
in deep forest, and apparently restricted in Tenasserim to the 
hills. It is generally seen in pairs, lives entirely, so far as is 
known, on fish, and has a note similar to that of A. ispida. 
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G-ernis CEYX, LacepMe, 1801. 

Bill intermediate in form between Alceclo and Halcyon^ less com- 
pressed than in the former, not grooved ; cnlmen straight and 
slightly flattened. Only three toes, the inner or second wanting. 

very short and rounded. Plumage very bright, red often 
predominating. 

This is a genus of 18 species, ranging almost throughout the 
Oriental region and to the Papuan Islands. One species is 
Indian. 

1040. Ceyx tridactyla. The TJiree^toed Kingfisher, 

Alcedo tridactyla, Tallas, Sjpic ZooLyi, p. 10, pi. ii, fig. 1 (1769). 

Alcedo erithaca et purpurea, Gm. Syst Nat i, p. 449 (1788). 

Ceyx tridactyla, Jerdon, III. Ind. Orn pi. 25 ; id. B 1. 1 , p. 229 j 
Horsf. ^ M. Cat. p 391 ; Layard^ A. M. N. K (2) xii, p. 172 ; 
Sharpe, Mem. Ale. p. 119, pi. 40 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p 173 ; iii, 
p. 51 , iv, p. 287 , V, p. 19 ; xi, p. 45 j id. Cat. no. 183 ; Butlea', 
S. F. ii, p. 455 , v, p. 503 ; ix, p. 383 ; Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 137 , 
Blyth 4* Wald. Birds Burm p. 71 ; Hume lJ* Dav. S F. vi, pp. 80, 
499 , Godio -Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvh, pt. 2, p. 14 j Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 303 ; Bingham, S F. viii, p. 193 ; ix, p. 155 ; Parker, S. F. 
ix, p. 478; Oates, B. B. ii,;^80; Salvadon, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. 
(2) IV, p. 687 ; vii, p. 433; Barnes, Birds Bom.^. 101; Oates in 
Humds N, ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 13 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xvii, 
p. 174. 

Ceyx microsoma, Burton, P. Z, S, 1837, p. 89. 

Ceyx erythaca, Blyth, Cat. p. 50. 

The Three-toed Purple Kingfisher, Jerdon; JDein-nygeen, Axrakan; 
Punch% Mal-pelihuduwa, Oing. 

Coloration. A spot, pointed behind, at base of forehead black, 
washed with purple ; crown, nape, hind neck, lower back, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts orange-red, with a ruddy violet gloss, espe- 
cially over the eye and on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; a 
black spot before the eye ; lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and lower 
parts from the throat orange-yellow; chin and throat white; a 
deep blue spot behind the ear-coverts bordered behind by white ; 
scapulars and interscapulary region deep purplish blue ; wing dark 
brown outside, coverts tinged with deep blue ; edge of wing and 
smallest coverts, under wmg-coverts, outer edge of first primary, 
and inner borders of all quills rufous ; tail orange-red. 

Bill and feet bright vermilion-red ; irides brown {Davison). In 
the young the bill is paler and shorter. 

Length about 5’5; tail 1; wing 2*2; tarsus *3; bill from 
gape 1*65. 

Distribution. Ceylon, rare ; Carnatic and west coast of Southern 
India according to Jerdon, but very rare ; also some of the Sahyddri 
forests near Bombay. I find no other localities recorded in the 
Indian Peninsula, but Jerdon says this species is scattered, 
though far from common, over all India. To the eastward this 
Eongfisher is found in Lower Bengal, the Sikhirn and Bhutan 
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Terai, Assam, Cachar, and the Burmese countries generally, \dth 
the Malay Peninsula, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Hah its, A forest bird, usually found singly or in pairs by 
liill-sti*cains, but sometimes auay from uater. It has a shrill 
piping note, and its food, so far as is hnown, consists of small fish 
perhaps also of water-insects. It breeds from May to August, 
often away from water, in a hole dug by itself, and it lays 4 to 6, 
or even 7, very small white eggs, less rounded than those of 
Alcedmidcb in general. 

G-enus PELAEOOPSIS, Gloger, 1842. 

Size large ; back and rump pale blue, lower parts' buff. Bill very 
large and strong ; cnlmen flattened, perfectly straight, with a well- 
marked groove on each side. Third or fourth quiU longest, first 
about equal to tenth. Tail much longer than bill, slightly rounded 
at the end. 

This genus ranges throughout the Oriental region ; three species 
occur within the Indian area. 

Key to the Sjpecies^^ 

a. Wings and tail brown P. mnauvoptera, p. 128. 

h. Wings and tail blue or greenish blue 

a'. No distinct brown cap ; mantle blue .... P. leucoce^hala, p. 129. 

h', A distinct brown cap ; mantle dull green. P. gurial, p. 129. 

1041, Pelargopsis amauroptera. The Broivn-wlnged Kingfisher. 

Halcyon amauropterus, Pearson, J. A. S P. x, p. 635 (1841) ; Blyth, 
Cat p. 313 ; Korsf. ^ M. Cat p. 124 ; Jerdon, B, L i, p. 224 ; 
Blanf. Ibis, 1870, p. 465; Cnpjps, 8.F. vii, p. 260. 

Pelargopsis amauroptera, Sharpe, P. Z. 8. 1870, p. 63 ; id Mon. Ale. 
p. 97, pi. 30; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm. p. 70; Armstrong, S.F. 
iv, p. 306 ; Hume Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 73 ; Hume, Cat. no. 128 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 78 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 97. 

Coloration. Whole head, neck, and lower parts, including wing- 
lining, deep ochreous buff (brownish yellow) ; middle of back and 
rump bright pale blue; a narrow band across the upper back, 
scapulars, wings, upper tail-coverts, and tail dark brown. In young 
birds there are dusky edges to the buff feathers, especially on the 
hind neck and breast. 

BiU deep crimson ; irides brown ; eyelids brick-red ; legs scarlet 
(Cripps). The bill is black at the tip and for some distance up 
the culmen in immature birds. 

Length about 14 inches; tail 4; wing 5*8; tarsus *7; bill 
from gape 8*75. 

Distribution. On tidal rivers and creeks, brackish or salt, near 
the coast, from Bengal to a little south of Tenasserim ; also occa- 
sionally, but rarely, near rivers above the tideway. 

Habits, ^c. This Kingfisher is generally seen on salt-water 
creeks. It is a noisy bird with a h£^sh grating cry. Nidification 
unknown. 
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1042. Pelargopsis leucocepliala. The Ntcohar Btork-hilled 

Kingfisher, 

Alcedo leucocepliala, Chn, Syst, Nat i, p. 456 (1788). 

Pelargopsis leucocephala, Sharpe, P. Z. S. 1870, p. 64 , id, Mon, Ale, 
p 99, pi 31. 

Pelargopsis fraseri, Ball, S, F, i, p 67 ; nec Sharpe, 

Pelargopsis intermedia, JSuine, S, F, ii, p. 166 (1874); td. Cat 
no. 127 ter; Sharpe, S, F, ii, p. 489, id. Cat B, M, xvii, p. 99. 

Coloration, Whole head, neck, and lower parts, including wing- 
linmg, deep ochreous (brownish yellow) ; the crown spotted irregu- 
larly with brown from some of the feathers having dark brown 
centres, but there is no distinct cap ; upper back, scapulars, wings 
above, longer upper tail-coverts, and tad above deep blue, slightly 
greenish on the upper back, scapulars, and wing-coverts ; primaries, 
except the outer webs near the base, inner webs of secondaries, 
and lower surface of quills and tail-feathers dark brown ; middle 
of back, rump, and anterior upper tail-coverts bright pale cobalt- 
blue. 

Bill coral-red, dusky towards the tip ; irides deep brown ; orbital 
skin and feet bright orange-vermdion {Baviso'^%), 

Length about 15 ; tail 4 ; wmg 6 ; tarsus *65; bill from gape 
3*75. 

Distribution, Borneo and the Nicobar Islands. Specimens from 
the latter were distinguished by Hume under the name F, inters 
media on account of being deeper in colour, especially on the back, 
and wanting the whitish throat. I find, however, that fine Bornean 
skins are not distinguishable. 

BaUts, A salt-water form, occasionally seen on the sea-shore, 
and haunting tidal creeks like P. amauroptera, Nidification 
unknown. 

1043. Pelargopsis gurial. The Brown-headed Stork-hilled 

Kingfisher, 

Halcyon capensis, Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L, S, xi, p. 231 ; Layard, 

A, M. N. JET. (2) XU, p. 171 ; X. 

Halcyon gurial, Fearson, J, A, S, B. x, p. 632 (1841) ; Blyth, Cat, 
p. 47 ; id. Ibis, 1865, p, 30 ; Godw.-Aust, J, A, S, B, xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 95. 

H^cyon bruniceps, Jerdon, Madr, Jour. L, S. xiii, pt. 2, p. 143 

Halcyon leucocephalus, Sorsf, ^ M Cat. p. 123 (partim) ; Jerdon, 

B. I i, p. 222 ; McMaster, J A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p 108 ; nec Gm, 

Halcyon capensis, Walden, F, Z, S, 1866, p. 553 ; nec L, 

Pelargopsis gurial, Sharpe, F, Z. S. 1870, p. 66 ; id, Mon. Ale. p. 105, 

pi. 34 ; Ball, S. F, ii, p. 886 ; vii, p. ^8 ; Faith, S. F, iv, p. 254 ; 
v, p. 894 ; Hume, S, F, v, p. 18; xi, p. 44; id. Cat no 127; 
Cnpps, S, F. vii, p, 269; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 295; Vidal, S. F. 
ix, p. 49 ; Meid, S, F. x, p. 21 ; Davidson, ibid, p. 296 ; Davison, 
ibid. p. 851 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 98 ; LitUeddle, Jew. Bom. 
TOL. ni. K 
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N. JI. Soc, i, pp. 82, 197 ; Oates in H%meh N, E, 2Dd ed. iii, 
p. 11, Sharpe, Cat E. ifef. XTii, p. 101. 

Pelargopsis bunnaiiica, Sharpe, P. Z, S, 1870, p C7 ; %d> Mon. Ale. 
p. 109, pi. 36 ; Ball, J. A. S. B. xl5, pt. 2, p 277 , id. S. F. i, p 67 ; 
Walden, Ihis, 1874, p. 136 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 165 j hi, p 50; id. 
Cat no. 127 bis; Blpth 4' Wald. Birds Pwrwj. p. 70; Bingham, 
S. F 83 : ix, p. 154 ; Hume Eav, S. F. yi, p. 73 , Oates, 
B B. ii, p. 78 , id. %n Humds N. ^ E. 2iid ed. hi, p. 12 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 104. 

The Biovm-headed Kingfisher, ’Seldom', Gurial Beng. ; Badami Kow- 
Txlla, H. (Oude); Maha pekhudmca, Watwanmca, Cm^., Hsin-pay~ 
nyin, Bxmn. 



Fig. 36. — Head of P. gunal, 


Coloration. Crown, nape, and sides of head, including the 
cheeks and ear-coverts, brown, varying in shade from dark brown 
to (in some Burmese birds) whily-brown; neck all round and 
low’er parts, including wing-lining, varying from buff to deep 
brownish yellow, usually deeper on the breast and abdomen ; upper 
back, scapulars, wings, longer tail-coverts, and tail dull greenish 
blue ; quills and tail bluer ; primaries except outer webs towards 
the base, inner webs of secondaries, and lower surface of tail 
brown ; back, rump, and shorter tail-coverts bright pale blue. 

In young birds the buff feathers of the neck and breast have 
dark edges ; the end of the bill, too, is dusky. 

Bill dark blood-red; irides light brown; legs dull scarlet 
(Jerdon). Eyelids pinkish fleshy, the edges red {Oates). 

Length about 15 ; tail 4 ; wing 6 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from gape 3*8. 

The Burmese race has been distinguished as P. hurmanica. Very 
many Burmese specimens have pale whity-brown caps and dark 
ochraceous lower parts, but birds in abundance occur throughout 
Burma that are absolutely un distinguishable from many Indian 
individuals. Yery dark-headed birds are pecuhar to India (the 
darkest are from the Malabar coast), but they are not a majority. 
The two races are not, I think, sufficiently distinct to be classed 
apart. 

Bistriluiion Along rivers and streams and about large pieces 
of water in well-wooded countries almost throughout the Empire. 
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Wanting in Eajputana, Sind, and the Punjab, and very rare in 
the open tracts of the North-west Provinces and Central India, 
on the Deccan tableland, and in the Carnatic ; but occurring in 
Guzerat and throughout the Malabar coast and in Ceylon, in the 
wooded country between the Godavari and Bengal, near the base 
of the Himalayas as far west as Dehra Dun, and, still more 
commonly, in Bengal, Assam, Burma, and the Andaman Islands. 
This Kingfisher ranges into the northern part of the Malay 
Peninsula, and to Siam, Cambodia, and Cochin China. Parther 
south m the Malay Peninsula it is represented by another race, 
P. fraseri. 

Halits, Dnlike the last two, this is chiefly a freshwater 
Kingfisher, though it may occasionally be seen on tidal streams. 
It is more often found on well-wooded rivers, large marshes, or 
tanks, perched on a branch overhanging the water, and plimgmg 
occasionally for fish. It also feeds on frogs, crabs, and it is said 
mollusca. According to Davison, jt sometimes eats lizards. It has 
a loud peculiar cry several times repeated, generally uttered durmg 
flight. It breeds from April to June in Northern India, earlier in 
the South, generally in a hole in the bank of a stream ; but 
Mr. Cripps in Assam found a nest m a dead and rotten tree, and 
Major Bingham m Tenasserim obtained the eggs from a nest of 
grass-roots in the fork of a bamboo, and saw the parent bird 
distinctly. The eggs, 3 to 5 in number, are of the usual Kingfisher 
type, and measure about 1*17 by 1*05. 


Genus HALCYON, Swainson, 1820. 

There is much difference of opinion as to the limits of the 
present genus. In the British Museum Catalogue it comprises 
the forms here referred to CaUialcyon, Sciurojpatis, and Carid^grus, 
and contains 53 species, whilst by many writers it is restricted to 
the type H, senegalensis and its alhes. I do not see any necessity 
for generically distinguishing H, smyrnensis and H, jpiUata from 
B. senegalensis ; but the differences between Halcyon and Bauro^ 
jpatis, for instance, appear to me quite as great as those usually 
regarded as of generic importance in the present work. 

In Halcyon the biU is red throughout, large, rather broad at the 
base, the culmen straight, rounded above and without any 
distinct groove at the side. The wing is rounded, the 3rd quill 
generally longest. Tail moderate, longer than culmen, slightly 
rounded at the end. One of the characteristic features in the 
plumage is the presence of a large white patch on the wing 
formed by the basal portions of the primary quills. 

Key to the Bpecies. 

Head and neck above chestnut j no white collar. H smymemis, p. 132. 
Grown black j a white collar H.pileata, p. 133. 
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1044. Halcyon smyrnensis. The White^reasted Kingfisher. 

Alcedo smyrnensis, Linn Syst. Nat. i, p. 181 (17GG). 

Alcedo fusca, Bodd Tahl. FI. Enl. p. 54 (1783), 

Halcyon smyrnensis, Sijhes^ F. Z. S. 1832, p. 84; Jerdon^ Madr 
Jour. L. S xa, p. 230 ; Bhjth, Cat. p. 47 ; Sharpe^ Mm. Ale. p. 101, 
pi. 59; Hume, 8. F. i, p 168; li, p. 167, xi, p. 44, id. Cat 
no. 129 ; Hume cj* Bav 8 F. vi, p. 74 , Anderson, Yunnan Hoped., 
Aves, p. 679 , Legge, Birds Cenjl. p. 208 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 82 ; 
Muiray, Te)t.Zool.8ind,'g 110; Barnes, Birds Bom p. 99; Oates 
m Huyne's ZV § JS 2nd ed. in, p. 15 ; Sharpe, Cat. B M xvii, p. 222 

Halcyon fuscus, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. p 125 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 224 ; 
Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 347. 

Halcyon saturatior, Huine, 8. F li, pp. 168, 531 ; id. Cat. no. 129 bis; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M x\ii, p. 226. 

Kilkila, H. : Nula muchrdla, Cbamba; Khandu, Khayidya, Mabr ; 
SadaliJk Machranga, Benp:. ; Lah~muka, Buche gauu, Tel ; Vxchuli, 
Tam. ; Kalari Kumivi, Tam. (Ceylon) ; Felihudmoa, Oing. ; Bane-nym, 
Burm. 

Coloration. Cbin, throat, and middle of breast white, all the 
rest of head, neck, and lower plumage deep chestnut or chocolate- 
brown ; scapulars and interscapulary tract, tertiaries, outer webs 
of secondaries above, and upper surface of tail blue, generally with 
a greenish tmge; lower back, rump, and upper taU-coverts 
brighter blue; greater viung-coverts duller and darker blue, 
median coverts black, lesser chestnut ; secondary quills except on 
outer web above black ; ends of primaries, much longer on the 
outer than the inner, black, basal portion white, with the outer 
web aho^ e pale blue. 

Bill dark red, the margins brownish ; ins brown ; legs coral- 
red {Oates). 

Length about 11 ; tail 3*3 ; wing 4*7 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape 2 8. 

The Andaman birds were distinguished by Hume as H, satura- 
tior on account of their deep coloration, the blue portion of the 
plumage being a darker blue and the chestnut parts chocolate- 
brown. The size too is rather large. But similarly coloured 
indinduals, though rare, may be found in India and Ceylon. 

Bistrihution. Throughout India, Burma, and Ceylon, except in 
the Himalayas, into which this species only penetrates up to a 
moderate elevation to the westward. It is generally rare or 
wanting on the higher hills of the Peninsula, though Davison 
obtained it on the Hilgiri plateau. Outside of India it ranges 
throughout the Malay Peninsula, Cochin China, &c,, to Southern 
China, and westwards through Persia and Baluchistan to Asia 
Minor and Cyprus. 

Habits, ^c. This, like Alcedo ispida and Oeryle varia, is a common 
Indian bird, but its habits are very different from those of the 
other two Kingfishers, for though it occasionally, but rarely, 
catches fish by plunging after them, it lives chiefly on insects and 
small lizards, and sometimes on mice or land-crabs. It has a 
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ycreaining cry, almost always uttered during flight. It breeds 
trom March to July, laying 4 to 7 white rounded eggs in a 
chamber at the end of the usual burrow, which is generally made 
in the bank of a stream or tank, sometimes in a well, or on a 
cliff. In Cachar, however, Mr. E. C. Steuart Baker has described 
this bird as building a roughly constructed nest of moss amongst 
rocks or large stones. The eggs measure on an average 1*13 
by 1*03. 

1045. Halcyon pileata. The BlacJc-cajyped Kincjfi$lie)\ 

Alcedo pileata, Bodd. Tall. PL EnL p. 41 (1783). 

A^cedo atncapilla, Gm. Si/st Nat i, p. 453 (1788) rr /ns 

Halcyon atncapillus, JDlyth, Cat. p 47 , Layatdj A. M. N. II p) 
XU, p. 171, Hor&f. c5 Jr. Cat. p. 124, Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 22b; 
Beaian, Ibis, 1807, p 310; 1869, p. 409 , Ibis, 1870, p 4bo ; 

Hume, 8 F. ii, p. 168 , iv, p. 287 .. 

Halevon pileata, Sharpe, 3fon. Ale. p. 169, pi. 62 ; Hume, 8. F ii, 
p. 470; xi, p. 45; id Cat. no. 130, Annstr 8. F iv, p 306 ; 
Bhjth ^ Wald. Birds Bwm p. 70; WardL-Bams. Ibis, 1877, 
p. 456 , Godiv -Aust. J A. 8. B xlvii, pt. 2, p. 14 ; Hume Ha^ 
8 F vi, pp 74, 499; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 301; Bingham, S F. 
Tiii, p 193 ; IX, p. 154 ; T idal, 8. F. ix, p. 49 ; Oates, B. B ii, p. 83 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 100 , Sharpe, Cat. B M. xvii, p. 229. 

The Black-capped Purple Kingfisher, Jerdon 



Fig. 37. — Head of H. pileata, |. 


Coloration. Crown, nape, and sides of head black, a few white 
feathers below the eye ; a broad white or buff collar round the 
neck, followed by a blackish band; scapulars, back, rump, upper 
tail-coverts, upper surface of tail, outer webs of secondaries and 
tertiaries outside, and greater primary-coverts deep blue, brighter 
on the lower back and rump ; remainder of upper wing-coverts 
black ; primary-quills black at the tips, the first primaries for half 
their length, the inner pnmaries for less, basal portion white with 
the outer web pale lilac, a little of the outer web beyond the lilac 
part blue, secondaries black except on the dorsal surface of the 
outer web outside ; chin, throat, and middle of breast white ; sides 
of throat and breast and remainder of lower surface, with the 
wing-lming, ferruginous buff ; tail black beneath. 

In young birds and in many females the breast-feathers have 
dark borders, and there are black spots on the sides of the throat. 
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Bill deep red ; iris dark brown ; legs dark red (Oates). 

Length about 12 ; tad 3*26 ; wang 5 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
gape 2*8. 

DistrihvtioiK A single specimen was obtained by Jerdon at 
Tellicherry, Malabar coast, and another by Layard in ISTorthern 
Ceylon. The only other known locality in India is on the 
G-anges, where* this Kingfisher has been found as high as 
Monghyr, It is more common in the Sundarbans and down the 
Burmese coast, being especially abundant in the Irrawaddy 
delta. It also occurs in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It 
is seldom found inland, but Oates obtained a specimen on the 
Irrawaddy at Palow, below Thayet Myo, and it appears, according 
to Davison and Bingham, to wander up the Tenasserim rivers 
from September till Pebruary. It ranges through the Malay 
Peninsula and Archipelago to Celebes, also through Siam, Cam- 
bodia and China, to Corea. 

HaUts, cj'c. This Kingfisher, though chiefly found on salt-water 
creeks and mangrove-swamps, haunts fresh-water streams at times. 
It lives on fish and crabs and has, hke most Kingfishers, a shnll 
cry. 

Genus CALLIALCYON, Bp., 1850. 

Tins genus is distinguished by its pecuhar plumage, being 
rufous throughout except on the lower back and rump. There is 
no white on the primaries. Otherwise there is no difference 
from Halcyon. A single species. 

1046. CaUialcyon lilacina. The Ruddy Eingjisher. 

Alcedo coromanda, Latham^ Ind. Oi n. i, p 252 (1790). 

Halcyon coromanda, Steph. Shmo's Gen. Zool. xui, pt. 2, p. 100 ; 

SkaipBf Mon. Ale p. 155, p. 57; Ball, J.A SB. xli, pt. 2, p. 277 ; 

Hume^ S. F. ii, pp 169, 494 j xi, p. 44 , id. Cat no. 131 ; Myth ^ 

Wald. Birds Burm p. 70 ; Wardl.-Ramsayj Ibis^ 1877, p. 456 ; 

Hume <5 Dav. S F. vi, p. 75 ; OateSy B B. li, p. 81 ; Sharpe, Cat. 

B. M. xvii, p 217. 

Halcyon lilacma, Swains. Clasdf. B. ii,p. 335 (1837) ; Bonap. Comp. 

Av. i, p. 156. 

Alcyon calipyga, Hodgs. in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 82 (1844), descr. 

nulla. 

Halcyon coromander, Blyth, Cat. p. 47. 

Halcyon coiomandehanus, Horsf. ^ M Cat. p. 126 ; Jerdon, B. I. 

I, p 227. ' 

Caihalcyon coromanda, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 302, 

Coloi*aHon. Upper parts, with the wing and tail, and sides of 
the head and neck light chestnut or cinnamon, more or less over- 
laid with a red- violet gloss ; middle of lower back and rump white, 
mixed ivith pale blue and occasionally 'with violet; lower parts 
rufous, varying in depth, paler on the throat and chin. 

Young with dark edges to the breast-feathers. 

Bill red, blackish at the base ; iris brown ; legs and claws red 
(Oates). 
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Length about 10*25 ; tail 2*6 ; wmg 4*3 ; tarsus *65 ; bill 
from gape 2 5. 

Skms from the base of the Himalayas and from Burma, even 
from Tenasserim, are paler above and below, and much less 
suffused with violet gloss than Andaman specimens, and the 
latter are rather larger. The difference appears greater than in 
the case of H. smifniensk and the variety H, saturatior, Andaman 
birds resemble those from the Malay Peninsula and Archipelago 
(true E, lilacina). Indo-Burmese birds are more like Japanese 
{E, schlegeh). 

The specific name coromanda^ although the oldest, cannot be 
applied to a bird that is not found in the Peninsula of India. 

Distribution, Lower Himalayas up to about 5000 feet, in East- 
ern IS'epal, Sikhun, and farther East; Assamese and Burmese 
countries, generally distributed but rare ; also the Andaman and 
Hicobar Islands, Malay Peninsula, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, 
the Philippines, Eastern China, and Japan. 

Eahits^ A shy bird, generally found in forests and not un- 
frequently near the coast in mangrove-swamps. 


G-enus SAXJROPATIS, Cab., 1860. 

Bdl shorter and broader than in Eahyon^ and black not red, 
above at all events ; lower mandible much more curved upwards. 
Plumage marked by a prevalence of bluish green or greenish blue. 
Sexes alike. This group is chiefly found in the Malay Archipelago, 
Australia, and Polynesia, but two species come within our limits. 

Key to the B^edes, 

Crown not surrounded by a buff or white band . , S, cklorisj p. 135. 
Crown surrounded by a buff band inside a black 
one 8, occipitalis, p. 187. 


1047. Sauropatis chloris. The White-collared Kingfisher, 

Alcedo chlons, JBodd, Tabl, PL JEnL p. 49 (1783). 

Alcedo coUaris, Scop, Del, Flor, et Faun. Imub, ii, p. 90 (1786) 
Todirhamphus coUaris, Blyth, Cat. p. 48 ; Jerdcm, B, I. i, p. 228 ; 
Walden, P. Z, S. 1866, p. 554 , Blyth, Eis, 1866, p. 221 ; Beavan, 
Bis, 1867, p. 319; 1869, p. 409. 

Halcyon collaris, Eorsf, M. Cat, 127. * 

Sauropatis cbloris, Cab. 8c Eetne, Mus, Hein, pt. 2, p. 160 ; Walden, 
Ibis, 1873, p. 302 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 71 ; Sahadon, 
Am, Mus, Civ. Qen. (2), vii, p. 433. 

Halcyon chlorxs, Sharpe, Mon, Ale. p. 229, pi. 87 ; Bali, S, F, i, 
p. 58 ; Ewm, S. F. i, p. 451 ; ii, p. 170 ; vii, p. 168 ; id. Cat. 
no. 132 ; Armstrong, 8, F. iy, p. 306 ; Eume ^ Dav, S. F. vi, 
p 78 ; Vidal, S. F. vui, p. 414 ; ix, p. 50 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 85 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 100 ; Davison, Ibis, 1885, p. 332; Sharpe, 
Cat B, xvii, p, 273, pi. vii, %. 3, 



136 


ALCEDIinDJE. 


Halcyon annstrongi (subsjpecies of H. chloris), Sliaype^ t. c. p. 277, 
pi. Tii, fig. 1. 

Hdcyon vidali {mhsp, ofR, cbloris), JSharpe, t. c. p. 278. 

Halcyon kuniii {&. H. davisoni, subsp,), Sharpe, t, c p. 281, pi. tiu. 



Pig 38. — ^Head of S chlons, |. 

Coloration, Crown, nape, and sides of head to below the eye 
bluish green ; a white streak above the lores occasionally extending 
back above the eye ; ear-coverts black m some varieties, and with 
a black band round the nape, separated from the green of the 
crown by an ill-defined white space (these black and white bands 
are often entirely wanting) ; a broad white collar ; upper back 
and scapulars dull bluish green to greenish blue; lower back, 
rump, and upper tail-coverts bright blue ; upper surface of wungs 
and tail deeper blue, sometimes with a greenish tinge; quills, 
except on outer webs outside, black ; lower surface of tail the 
same ; low^er parts white, sometimes tinged with buf, especially 
on the flanks. 

Upper mandible, tip and edge of lower mandible greenish 
black ; rest of lower mandible pmkish white ; irides deep browm ; 
legs plumbeous {Davison), 

Length 9-5 ; tail 2*75 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape 2*3. 

Distribution, Though represented by a variety (JET. ahysslnica) in 
the Eed Sea, this Kingfisher has only been obtained m the Indian 
Peninsula near Eatnagiri ; it is, however, common in the Sundar- 
bans and throughout the eastern coast of the Bay of Bengal, 
more abundantly to the southward, in the Andaman Islands (it 
appears to be replaced in the Nicobars by B, occipitalis), and 
throughout the Malay Archipelago to the Philippines and 
Celebes. 

In the British Museum Catalogue Ur. Sharpe has divided this 
type into several species and subspecies, all the Indian forms of 
which appear to me to be races varying considerably amongst 
themselves and passmg into each other. These races are 

H. chloTis typical, from the Malay Archipelago, a greenish bird 
with black ear- coverts and a weU-marked black nuchal band. 

H, armstrongii Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, North Borneo, 
Burmese coast, and Sundarbans. Ear-coverts green, and generally 
no black nuchal band. 

H. vidali, from Eatnagiri, like R. armstrongi but greener. 

H, Ivwmi inhabits the Malay Peninsula with Southern Tenas- 
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serim and Sumatra, and is described as a distinct species. It is a 
very blue form, some birds having scarcely any green tinge on 
the back even, but others show a complete passage to H, arm- 
strongly which inhabits the same countries. There is no nuchal 
band, 

jBT. davisoni^ the Andaman race, is blue like H. but has 

black ear-coverts and a black nuchal band. 

Habits^ 4'c, An inhabitant of sea-shores and of tidal waters, 
living chiefly on Crustacea, but partly on insects, centipedes, small 
lizards, &c. Hume mentions observing birds of this species 
hammering shells that contained hermit-crabs against stones in 
order to break the shells. They are noisy birds. The nest is 
said to be sometimes made under a stone or bush, but Davison 
found one in a deserted ants’ nest tenanted by hornets (from the 
description much like a termites’ nest, a pile of hard clay against 
a tree trunk) at Mergui. The eggs are said to measure about 
1-4 by 1. 


1048. Sauropatis occipitalis. Blythes White-collared Kingfisher, 

Todiramphus occipitalis, Blyth, J, A. /S'. B, xv, pp. 23, 51, 369 j 
Bally J,A S.B xxxix, pt. 2, p. 31. 

Todnhampbus collaris, var, Blyth, Cat p. 48. 

Halcyon occipitalis, Belzeln, Kovara Beise, Vogel, p. 46 ; BaU, 8. F. 
i, p. 68 ; Mime, 8* F, ii, p. 171 ; id. Cat, no. 132 bis ; Davtson, 
Ibis, 1885, p. 332 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E, 2nd ed. iu, p. 19 ; 
Sharpe, Cat, B, M. xvii, p 265. 

Coloration. Similar to that of /S. chloris, but the crown is sur- 
rounded by a buff rim formed by the lores, supercilia, and a band 
round the nape ; outside this again is a black band, more or less 
washed with green, especially behind the eyes, and commencing 
from the eye, including eyes and ear-coverts, and passing round 
the nape. The lower parts are buff, especially the flanks, wing- 
lining, abdomen, and lower tail-coverts. As in 8. chlons, some 
specimens are greener than others. In young birds the feathers 
of the white collar and breast have dark edges. 

Upper mandible, and the tip and edge of the lower dark horny, 
rest of lower mandible pinkish ; legs and feet pinkish (Eume), 

Length about 10 ; tail 2*8 ; wing 4*25 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
gape 1*7. 

Distribution, The Mcobar Islands, where this is a common bird. 
Its nearest ally, H. julice, inhabits the New Hebrides. 

Habits, <^c. Very similar to those of H. Moris, but this bird is 
said by Davison to be more often found in forest. It lives 
chiefly on lizards and sheU-fish. Davison found three nests on 
Camorta, all in ants’ nests of clay, 12 to 30 inches in diameter 
and 4 to 20 feet from the ground, against trunks of trees. There 
was a tunnel 6 inches long and 2 or 2^ in diameter, leading to the 
bird’s nest, a chamber 7 inches across. A single egg, obtained 
from a female that was shot, measured 1*16 by *98. 
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G-enus CARIDAGRUS, Cab., 1860. 

Sexes differing in plumage, and one or both spotted. Bill 
broader and tail shorter than in Saiiropatis. Two or three 
species are found in the Philippines, and one, a Malay form, 
ranges into Southern Tenasserim. 

1049. Caridagrus concretus. ITie Sumatran Kingfisher, 

Bacelo concreta, Te^mn, PL Col. pi. 346 fl825). 

Halcyon varia, Kytm, P Z. S. 1839, p 101. 

Todirhamplms varms, Blytk, J A. 8. B, xv, p. 11 ,* id Cat. p. 47. 

Halcyon concreta, Shaipe, Mon, Ale. p. 219, pi 83 ; JELxmie Bav 
8. F. VI, p. 76 , B.ume^ Cat, no. 131 bis j Oates^ B, B. ii, p. 84, 
Sharpe^ Cat, B, M, xvii, p. 286. 

Candagrua concreta, Cah. BLeine, Mus. Sein. n, p. 161. 

Coloration, Male, Crown and nape deep green, paler, brighter, 
and sometimes bluer on the nuchal border ; the lores and a band 
from them, mcludmg the eye, passing above the ear-coverts 
and round the nape black, forming a border to the green crown ; 
a ferruginous superciHum extending to the lores m front and to 
above the ear-coverts behind ; another ferruginous band from the 
gape including the ear-coverts and extending to the broad collar 
round the hind neck, which is of the same colour but deeper in 
tint; a broad blue cheek-stripe below the ferruginous band; a 
narrow black collar behind the ferruginous collar ; interscapular 
region, scapulars, and upper surface of wings and tail deep blue : 
wing-coverts and scapulars with brighter edges ; middle of lower 
back, of rump, and generally of upper tail-coverts bright pale 
cobalt-blue ; sides of lower back and rump black ; quills black, 
except basal parts of outer webs above, which are blue, and the 
inner borders, which are buff ; lower surface of tail-feathers also 
black ; lower parts ferruginous, whitish or white m middle of 
abdomen and on lower tail-coverts. 

Female, Back and wings above dull ^een, with pale buff spots 
on the scapulars and wmg-co verts. Young males have similar 
pale spots, although except in being duller the plumage resembles 
that of adults of the same sex. Hestlmgs of both sexes resemble 
adults of the same sex. 

Bill above black, lower mandible and edges of upper chrome- 
yellow ; hides deep brown ; legs chrome-yellow {Davison). 

Length about 9-6 ; tail 2*5 ; wing 4-5, tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape 2*4. 

Distribution, Malay Peninsula with the extreme south of Ten- 
asserim, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits, ^6. According to Davison this Kingfisher is not found 
near water, but m thick forest, and lives on lizards and large 
wood-hce. 

Genus CAEQirEIJTES, Cab., 1860. 

A small genus of only two species, one confined to Borneo, 
while the other is found m Burma &c. Sexes very different in 
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colour, the males barred with blue and black above, the females 
with rufous and black, leathers of nape slightly elongate. Bill 
broad, comparatively short ; culmen straight, rounded. First 
primary shorter than all the other primaries ; tail moderately long, 
rounded at the end. 

This approaches Dacelo^ the “ laughing jackass ” of Australia, in 
structure, more than any other Indian or Burmese Kingfisher does. 

1050. Carcineutes pulchellus. The Banded Khuffisher, 

Dacelo pulcheUa, Horsf, Tram. Linn. Soc. xiii^ p. 175 (1821) ; 
Blyth, Oat. p. 46 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. p 122 

Carcineutes pulchellus, Cab. ^ Heines Mus. Hein, ii, p 163 ; Sharpe^ 
Mon. Ale p. 251, pi. 96; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm p 70; 
Hume ^ Bav. S. F. vi, pp. 79, 499, Humey Cat. no. 132 ter, 
Bingharriy S. F. viii, p. 193 , ix, p. 154 ; Oates, B. B. li, p. 86 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 198. 

Carcineutes amabilis, Hume, S. F. i, p. 474 ; Sharpe, S F. ii, p. 484 ; 
Hume, lb. p. 485. 



Fig. 39. — Head of C. piichellus, |. 

Coloration. Male. Broad frontal band, sides of head and neck, 
and a more or less perfect collar round the hind neck chestnut ; 
occiput and nape cobalt-blue, base of the feathers white, banded 
with black near the blue tip ; remainder of upper plumage, including 
the wings and tail, banded black and verditer-blue, the feathers 
barred with white instead of blue except at the ends or exposed 
portions ; quills black with white inner margins, the secondaries 
with white spots forming imperfect bars ; lower parts white ; breast, 
flanks, and under wing-coverts tinged with dull rufous ; tail-feathers 
barred with white beneath. 

Female. Tipper parts and sides of head and neck transversely 
banded with black and pale brownish rufous, more narrowly on the 
head and neck ; primaries brown, unbanded ; lower parts white, 
with black s^ots forming imperfect bars on the breast and flanks. 

Bill vermilion ; hides purplish grey ; legs and feet dull pale green 
(Dmison). 

Length about 8‘5 ; tail 2*75; wing 3*5 ; tarsus *5 ; bill from gape 

1 * 8 . 

JDisiribution. Pegu (not Arakan) and Tenasserhn, more common 
in the latter ; the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Java. 

Habits., ^ 0 . (Generally found away from water in forest, feeding 
on small lizards and various insects. Nidification unknown. 



Fig 40 . — Dtchoceios bicomis and nest. 


Suborder BVCEnOTM. 

Cseca wanting; oil-gland tufted. Sternum with t\^o shallow 
notches, one on each side in the posterior margin ; behind the 
ill-developed manubrium is a perforation as in Meropidce, Both 
carotids present as a rule, though there are exceptions. Spinal 
feather-tract not defined on the neck, which has no lateral bare 
tracts or apteria ; no aftershaft ; no down on bare parts of skin. 
Deep plantar tendons as in Coracice. 

Pamily BTJCEEOTIDJS. 

An enormous bill, generally curved, and furnished in most 
genera with a casque upon the basal portion of the culmen , this 
casque vanes in shape, and is generally hollow or cellular, but the 
anterior part is solid m Ehinojplax, Primaries 11. Tail-feathers 
10. The under wing-coverts as a rule do not cover the basal part 
of the quills, and this may, as Mr. Ogilvie &rant has suggested, 
account for the extraordinary noise made by some of the larger 
forms when flying, the sound being produced by the air rushing 
between the qmlls. The eyelids are furnished with strong eye- 
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lashes. The sexes are as a rule alike m plumage, but often differ 
in size, in the form o£ the casq[ue, and in the coloration of the soft 
parts. 

The Hornbills are a very well-marked family found nearly 
throughout the Ethiopian and Oriental regions and occurring also 
in the Papuan subregion. They are especially remarkable for 
their nidification, the account of which was long regarded as a 
fable, but has now been confirmed by numerous observers. A 
hole m a tree is selected, and then the female, usually with the aid 
of the male, encloses herself and shuts up the orifice with the 
exception of a narrow vertical sht, by means of earth mixed with 
the bmds’ o\\ n droppings. In some cases, as Aoeros Mpcdei'ms and 
Lophoceros lirostt'^s, the droppings alone are used, and the process 
of enclosure is then performed by the female from within the nest. 
She is thus enclosed before she begms to lay, and apparently 
remains m the hole till the young, w^hich are naked when they 
leave the egg, are fledged, being fed all the time by the male 
through the slit left in the enclosing partition, w^hich just allows 
room for the bird’s bill to be pushed through. The eggs are white 
when laid, but generally become discoJoured during incubation. 

All Oriental forms belong to one subfamily. By Europeans in 
India Hornbills are commonly, but incorrectly, called “Toucans.” 
The true Toucans (Mhamphastidce) are peculiar to South America, 
and are allied to the Barbets. 


Key to the Qemra. 


a. Casque, when present, cellular within j bill 
considerably curved ; hind neck and 
middle of back feathered. 
a\ Casque large in adults, as high as upper 
mandible or higher. 

a". Casque broad, concave above, ending 

anteriorly in two pomts 

h”. Casque compressed, ending in a single 

point 

h\ Casque moderate or small or wanting 
c'* Casque low, broad, rounded above, 
composed of transverse ndges ^ • 

d'\ No casque ; oblique ridges at side of 
base of upper mandible : size large . . 
a". Casque small, compressed, its upper 
edge curving down in front, 
a®. Orest moderate, of ordinaryfeathers 

a*. Chin and throat naked 

Chin and throat feathered 

6®. Orest very large, loose-textured . . 
f. Casque small, compressed and pointed, 
or wanting; no ridges on side of bill : 

size of birds small . 

h. Casque solid in front, bill nearly straight ; 
neck all round and middle of back naked ; 
middle rectnces very long 


Bichoceros, p. 142. 
Anthkacocbeos, p. 143. 

Bhytidoceros, p. 146. 
Aceeos, p. 149. 

ANOREHINtrS, p. 150. 
PTILOL.aEMt7S, p. 161. 
BsEEiucoaNis, p 163. 

Loehogbeos, p. 164. 

RamoELAX, p. 168. 
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Genus DICHOCEEOS, Gloger, 1842. 

Size large. Bill very large, stout and much curved ; casque large 
and broad, covering more than the basal half ot the culmen, the 
sides flat and vertical behind, the top overhanging in front, the 
posterior edge broad, projecting over the head behind and 
rounded, the upper surface flat behind, concave in front, ter- 
minatmg anteriorly in two lateral points that are blunted in old 
birds. No conspicuous crest; feathers of head loose-textured; 
chin covered v^ith feathers; tail slightly rounded at end. Sexes 
alike in plumage. 

The casque is small and pointed in front in the young and 
becomes gradually developed as in all Hornbills, 

A single species. 

1061. Dichoceros bicomis. The Great HornlilL 

Buceros bicornis, Linn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 153 (1766) ; Elliot, Ibis, 1877, 
p. 416. 

Buceros cavatus, Shaw, Gen, Zool, viu, pt. 1, p. 18 (1812) ; Jerdm, 
Madr, Jou 7 \ L. S, xi, p. 37 ; Blyth, J, A, S B, xii, p. 986 ; xvi, 
p. 993 ; id Cat, p. 42 ; Tickell, J, A, S, B, xxiv, p. 279 ; Baker, 
J, A, S, B, xxviii, p, ^2. 

Buceros homrai, Sodge, J, A, S. B, i, p. 251 (1832) ; id. As, Bes, 
xviii, pt, 2, p 169, pi. 

Dichoceios cavatus, Gloger, BLandru, Silfsh, p 335 , Fairhanh,S F, 

IV, p 254 ; Name ^ Bourdillon, ibid. p. 384 , Hume ^ Inghs, S F. 

V, p. 20 ; Hu7Jie Dav. 8. F, vi, p. 98 ; Oates, 8, F, vii, p. 45 , 
Hume, Cat. no. 140 ; id. 8. F, xi, p. 51 ; Bingham, 8, F. viii, 
^ 461 ; IX, p 158 , Vidal, 8, F. ix, p 50 , Butlei', ibid. p. 383 ; 
Havison, 8. F. x, p 352 , Macgregor, ibid p. 436 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom p. 104 ; Davidson, Jouj . Bomb N H 8oc vi, p. 333. 

Homraius bicomis, Bonap. Consp. Vol. Anisod. p 2 ; Ho? sf, ^ M. 
Cat, ii, p. 683 ; Jerdon, B. 1. 1 , p. 242 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 4 , Godio,- 
Aiist. J. A 8. B, xhii, pt. 2, p. 154. 

Buceros (Homraius) cavatus, Tickell, Ibis, 1864, p. 176 

Bichoceros bicomis, Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm, p. 68 ; Wardl - 
Bams, Ibis, 1877, p 454 ; EUmt, Mon, Buc. pi. vi ; Oates, B. B, 
ii, p 87 , tc?. Ibis, 1888, p. 72 ; ia. in Hume's N. 4* E, 2nd ed. in, 
p 68 ; Salvadcri, Ann Mus. Civ. Gen, (2) v, p. 671 ; vii, p. 381 ; 
Ogtlvie Grant, Cat, B, M, xvii, p. 356 

JEbmmi, H. Nepal ; EawruOjH Mussooree; Aw^row^,Lepcha; Oaruda, 
Can. ; Garvd, Mahr. ; MaUeMoraki, Mai. ; Hivang, Assamese ; Ouh-chxn~ 
gyee, Burm. 

Coloration, Head all round as far back as ends of ear-coverts 
black; neck all round fulvescent white; back, rump, scapu- 
lars, median and lesser wing-coverts, breast and under wing- 
coverts black ; greater coverts and quills black, with the bases and 
ends white ; lower abdomen, upper and under tail-coverts white ; 
tail yellowish white, with a broad subterminal black band on 
each feather. 

BiU and casque yellow; tinged with red at the tip and with 
orange in the middle. In the male the culmen m front of the 
casque, a triangular patch at each side of the anterior end of the 
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casque, and the posterior portion of the casque are black, but not 
in the female, in which, however, the posterior portion of the 
casque is red. In both sexes the base of the mandible is black. 
Irides m male blood-red, in female pearly white ; eyelids black ; 
orbital skin dark fleshy pink ; legs and feet greenish plumbeous. 

Length about 52 inches ; tail 15 ; wing 20; tarsus 2*9 ; bill from 
gape to point in a straight line 10*5. Females rather less, 
wing 18 ; bill from gape 9. Tenassenm birds are decidedly smaller 
than Himalayan. 

JOistrihuhon* Along the Sahyddri or "Western Ghats from the 
neighbourhood of Bombay to Cape Comorm ; this bmd is unknown 
elsewhere in the Indian Peninsula, and is wanting in Ceylon, but 
is found throughout the Himalayas as far west as Kumaim, up to 
about 5000 feet ; and is generally distributed in Assam, Cachar, 
Tipperah, and other countries between Assam and Burma, 
throughout Burma, the Malay Pemnsula, and Sumatra. 

HcS>its^ Like the other large Indian and Burmese Hornbills 
this is a forest bird, and generally keeps to high trees , it appears 
never to descend to the ground. Wherever it is found, it makes 
its presence known by the great noise produced by its wings in 
flying, a sound that may be often heard a mile away. Its flight 
is an alternation of a series of flappings of the vnngs and of saihng 
along with the wings motionless, but the flappmg predominates 
and the flight is less undulating than in many Hornbills. Some- 
times this bird IS found in pairs, more often m flocks of from five 
to twenty or more. The food consists mainly of fruit, but insects 
and lizards are also eaten, as Tickell has shown ; the fruit or other 
food, as with many other jEEornbills, is tossed in the air and allowed 
to fall into the bird’s throat. The nidification was observed first 
by Tickell, subsequently by Mr. E. Thompson, Major Bingham, 
and others, and is typical. The eggs, usually two or three in 
number, are laid about April in the Himalayas, but in February in 
Tenasserim, Kanara, and Travancore, and measure about 2*62 
by 1*88. 


Genus AHTHEACOCEEOS, Beich., 1849. 

Casque very large and high, sharp-edged and projectmg in front, 
broader and carried back above the crown behmd, the upper 
border curved and parallel with the commissure. Orbital skin 
and that on the sides of the throat nude ; chin and middle of 
throat feathered. Tail long and wedge-shaped at the end ; wmgs 
rounded and short. Plumage of the two sexes similar, but casque 
diflferently coloured. 

A genus of five or six species, ranging throughout the greater paH 
of the Oriental region. Two species are Indian. Both have the 
same habits. They are usually found in parties (families) of five or 
six, and keep to high trees either in forest or in groves in well- 
wooded country, especially near rivers ; they live chiefly on fruit 
and berries; and are very noisy, making a cacklmg sound in 
chorus. Their flight, unlike that of the larger Hornbills generally. 
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is comparatively silent but weak and undulating, and consists of 
alternate flapping and sailing. The breeding-habits are the same 
as those of other Hornbills. 

Key to the Species. 

Outer tail-feathers entirely white A. coronatus, p 144 

Outer tail-feathers only white at the ends ...... A. alUrostris^ p. 145. 


1052. Anthracoceros coronatus. The Malcibar Tied EornUll. 

Buceroa coronatus, Bodd Tahl. FL Enl. p. 53 (1783), 

Bucerospica, Scop, Del Flor, et Faun, Imuh.ii^p 87 (1786) ; Blyth^ 
J, A SB, xvi, p. 993 ; xviii, p. 802 ; xxi, p. 352 ; id. Cat. p. 48 , 
Tickell, Ibis, 1864, p. 179. 

Buceros malabaricus, varr. ^ et y, Lath, Ind, Om. i, p. 143 (1790) ; 
Tichell, J, A, S, B. ii, p. 579 ; Jerdon, Madr, Jour L S. xi,p. 38 , 
Blyth, J, A. S, B, xii, p. 993 ; Layardy A. M. N, K. (2) xiii, 

p. 260. 

Buceros violaceus, Shaw, Gen. Zool, viii, p. 19 (1811) ; Blyth, J. A. 
S B. xii, p. 994. 

Hydrocissa coronata, Eorsf. ^ M, Cat. ii, p. 588 ; Jerdon, B, I. i, 
p. 245 ; Koldsicorth, F, Z. 8. 1872, p. 425 ; Ball, S, F, li, p 387 ; 
lii, p. 290 ; vii, p. 204 ; Hume, Cat. no. 141 ; Vtdal, S F. ix, 
p 61 ; Butler, S. F ix, p. 383 , Davison, S, F. x, p. 352 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom, p. 105. 

Anthracoceros coronatus, MUot, Mon. Buc pi. xi , Legge, Birds Ceyl. 
p 272 ; Barker. S i?" ix, p. 478 j id. Ibis, 1886, p. 184 ; Ogilme 
Grant, Ccd, B. M. xvii, p. 362. 

Dhan Chun, H. ; Suliman Murghi, Dakhani , Bagma dunes, Beng. ; 
Kuchla’-Kha, Unya ; Wayera, Mahr. ; Kannari, Concan ; Feshta ganda, 
Grond. ; Foiowa Kcendetta, Atta Kcendetta, Oing. ; Brrana^ohundoo- 
huravi, Tamil (Ceylon). 

Coloration. Whole head and neck and upper parts throughout, 
including the wings above and the middle pair of tail-feathers, 
black glossed with dark green ; lower breast, abdomen, lower tail- 
coverts, and all the tail-feathers except the middle pair white, as 
are broad tips of all quills except the first two primaries and the 
tertiaries, the bases of the primaries and part of the edge of the 
wing ; under wing-coverts and axillanes black. 

The casque is large and compressed, not convex at the sides. 
Bill and casque are waxen yellow, except the base of both man- 
dibles and a toge spot occupying about the anterior three fourths 
of the upper portion of the casque, which are black. In the male, 
but not in the female, the back of the casque is black. Irides 
orange-red in males, brown in females ; naked skin blackish round 
the eye in males, white in females ; bare skin on the throat flesh- 
coloured ; legs and feet grey. 

Length about 3 feet ; tail 12*5 inches ; wing 13*5 ; tarsus 2*5 ; 
bill from gape 7*5. Females rather less. As usual Ceylon birds 
are smaller than those of Orissa and Northern Malabar, 

In the young the basal half of the outer tail-feathers is black, 
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and there is at first no black on the casque, which is small. The 
nestling, according to Parker, has a brownish-white bar on the 
black feathers, except on the quills and rectnces. 

Distribution. CJeylon, in the dry forests of the low country, 
woods at the base of the Western Ghdts in Malabar as far north 
as Eatndgiri, and the forest-region of South-western Bengal, 
Orissa, Bastdr, and the Eastern Central Provinces ; not recorded 
elsewhere. 

Habits^ ^ 0 , The nidification has not been recorded by an eye- 
witness, but, as shown by Legge, Parker, and others, is undoubtedly 
similar to that of other Hornbills. This bird breeds in Ceylon 
from March to June and lays 2 to 4 eggs, measuring about 2 by 1*5. 

1053. Anthracoceros albirostris. The Indo-Burmese Pted 
JSornhill, 

Buceros malabaricus, Gm JSyst Nat i, p 359 (1788). 

Buceros albirostris, Shaw Nodd. Nat. Mibc. xix, p. 819 (1790- 
1813) ; Blyt\ J. A. S B. xii, p. 996 ; xvi, p. 994; xviii, p. 803 , 
id. Cat. p 43 ; TickelU IbWj 1864, p. 179. 

Buceros nigralbus, Hodgs. Graggs ^ol. Misc. p. 85 (1881), descr. 
nulla. 

Buceros leucogaster, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. x, p. 922 (1841) ; xii, p. 177. 

Buceros affinis {Mutton) , JBlgthy J, A, 8. B. xviii, p. 802 (1849) ; id. 
Cat. p 48. 

Hydrocissa albirostris, Morsf. ^ M Cat. ii, p 589 ; Jerdon, B. 1 i, 
p.247; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 5; Ball, S.F. iii,p. 290; vii,p. 204; 
Godw.-Amt. J. A, 8. B. xlv, pt. 2, p, 69 ; Blyth Wald. Birds 
Burm p. 68 ; Inglis, 8. F v, p. 20 ; Bingham, 8. F. v, p. 84 ; viii, 
p. 462 ; ix, p. 158 ; Wardl.-Bams. Ibis, 1877 , p. 456 ; Mume ^ Dav. 
8. F. vi, p. 100; Anders. Ymnan F^ped., Ados, p. 677 ; Oates, 
8, F. vii, p. 46 ; Mume, Cat. no. 142 ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 51. 

Hydrocissa affinis, Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 247 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p 349 ; 
Mume, 8. F. vi, p. 103 ; vii, p. 205 ; id. Cat no. 143. 

Hydrocissa coronata, apud Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 266 ; xii, pt 2, p. 143. 

Anthracoceros malabaricus, Flliot, Mem. Buo. pi. xiii ; Ogilme Grant, 
Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 365. 

Anthracoceros albirostris, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 90 ; id. %n Mumds N. ^ E. 
2nd ed. hi, p. 72 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen, (2) iv, p. 588 ; 
vii, p. 428. 

The Bengal Pied Mombill, The Dehra-Dom JEToniiiVZ, Jerdon ; May- 
tuk tekree, Assamese ; Ouk-khyen, Burmese. 

Coloration. Similar to that of A. coronabus, except that the four 
outer pairs of tail-feathers are black for three-fourths of their 
length and only white for 3 or 4 inches at the tip. The casque is 
very different in shape, not compressed, but convex at the sides 
and swollen. The black marks on the bill and casque are different ; 
in males there is a black band running obliquely downAyards and 
backwards from the anterior point ; the baci of the casque, the 
base of both mandibles, and part of the commissure are black. In 
females the back of the casque, the anterior half of the casque, 
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the culinen in front of the casque, and the whole commissure and 
tips and base of both mandibles are black, and there is a red-brown 
mark on the lower mandible in front of the black base. The ins 
is reddish brown ; legs and feet plumbeous in both sexes. 



"Fig. 41. —Head of A. cdhirobtris, cf , 


Distnhttwn. There are two varieties, distinguished by size alone: 
the larger (A, affinis) inhabits the Lower Himalayas, as far west 
as Lehra Dun, the Eajmehal Hills, Midnapore, and parts of Ghntia 
Nagpur, where it meets A. coronatus. It is also found in Assam 
and the Khasi and Naga hills, and measures : lengtk in males 
about 35 inches, tail 11 ’5, wmg 12*5, tarsus 2*3, bill from gape 6 ; 
females being rather less. The smaller race, A, alhirostns, rq.nges 
from Cachar and Manipur to Southern Tenasserim, Siam, and 
Cochin China, and measures in males : length 28*5, tail 10*5, 
wing 10*/'5, tarsus 2, bill from gape 5; females somewhat 
smaller. The difference in weight is considerable, fine males 
weighing according to Hume 2*87 and 1*75 lbs. respectively. 

I quite agree with all Indian ornithologists who reject the mis- 
leading name malaharicus for this species. 

Habits^ 4'‘c. Q-eneric. This species has been observed by Mr. 
Inglis to catch and eat fish ; it is also, according to Wardlaw 
Eamsay, very fond of snakes. It breeds in Burma in March, and 
lays usually 2 or 3 eggs, measuring about 1*9 by 1*35. 


Genus BHYTIDOCEEOS, Eeich., 1849. 

Casque small, low, rounded, and apparently composed of imbricate 
plates, covenng the basal portion of the cuhnen, their upper edges 
forming alternating furrows and ridges, which are curved forward 
in the middle and backwards at the sides. These ridges are 
wanting in the very young and increase in number to 7 or 8 with 
age. Chin and throat naked, forming a pouch. Commissure 
much wmrn in old birds, but not nearly so much broken away as 
in Aceros, Feathers of crown and nape lengthened and loose- 
textured, forming a crest. 

Three species occur in the Eastern part of our area ; the only 
other form known, E, jplicatua^ is Papuan. 
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Key to the Species* 

a. JBase of both mandibles with transverse 

ridges in adults • wing 17-20 jR. widulaius^ p. 147 

h* Base of both mandibles smooth 

a'. Wing 14 to 17 K. subn^collis, p. 148 

h\ Wing 11 to 12 K narcondamij p. 149 

1054. Ith3rtidoceros UEdnlatus. The Malayan Wreathed 
Hornbilh 

Buceros undulatus, Shaw^ Gen Zooh viii, p. 26 (1811). 

Buceros plicatus, apud Mullet' 4“ ^Schley Vevhandel, pp. 24, 30 j Blyth, 
Cat p. 319 ; nec Latham* 

Buceros ruficoUis, Blyih^ J* A, 3* B. x, p. 922, partim ; xii, p 176 ; 
nec Vzeillot* 

Buceros pucoran, Blythj J* A. S. B xii, p. 990 

Buceros pusaran, Bhjth, J A. 3, B. xvi, p. 998 ; id>* Cat. p. 45 ; 
Tickell, Ibis, 1864, p. 180. 

Bhytieeros plicatus, Horsf. ^ M. Cat, ii, p. 698 ; Godzo.-Ausf J A. 
3. B. xxxix, pt, 2, p. 96 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p, 350 , Jerdon, Ibis, 
1872, p 5 

Aceros, sp. indet., Godzo.-Aust. I c. 

Bhytieeros obseurus, ajmd Mume, N, ^ E. p. 115; nec Buceros 
obscurus, Qm. 

Aceros plicatus, Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 69. 

Khytidoceros undulatus, Tweeddale, IhtSy 1877, p. 292 ; Oates, B. B. 
11 , p 93 ; id. in Hume's W. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p 80 ; EUiot, Mon. Buc. 
pi. 35 ; Ogilme Grant, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 382. 

Bhytieeros undulatus, Hume Bav. 8. E vi, p. Ill ; Hume, Cat 
no. 146 bis ; id. 8. F. ix, p. 247 ; xi, p. 52 ; Bingham, 8. F. viii, 
pp. 194, 463 ; ix, p. 169. 

MahrdohAa, Assamese. 



Fig. 42. — Head of i? undulatus, J. 


Basal portion of both mandibles obliquely, somevihat irregularly 
ridged at the side, in adults ; the ridges wanting in the young and 
increasing in number with age. 

Coloration^ Male. Forehead, middle of crown, and whole nape 
deep noh chestnut, passing into black on the hind neck; sides of 
head, including lateral portions of crown, sides and front of neck 
white, more or less tinged with buff ; tail entirely white ; remainder 
of plumage black, glossed with dark green and purple. 

Bill pde yellow, reddish towards the base, the hollows between 
the ridges of the casque dark ; irides orange-red ; orbital skin dull 

l2 
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red ; gular skin bright yellow, with a broad transverse interrupted 
band black or dusky ; legs and feet blackish. 

Length about 45 ; tad 13 ; wing 20 ; tarsus 2*75 : bill from 
gape 9. Tenasserim birds are smaller than those from Assam : 
wing 19 ; bill from gape 8. 

Female, Black throughout except the tail, which is white ; gular 
skin blue, with a dark transverse bar ; other soft parts as in male. 
Length 38 ; tail 10 ; wing 17 ; tarsus 2*6 ; bill from gape 6*5. 

Ihstinbution. Assam, Khasi and Naga hiUs, Cachar, Manipur, 
Arrakau, Toungngoo, Tenasserim, Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 
Java, Borneo. 

If Mis, Very similar to those of the other large Hornbills. 

This is a bird of powerful and steady, not undulating flight, and the 
noise made by its wings when flying may be heard for a very great 
distance. It lives almost entirely on fruit, and often travels long 
distances for its food ; it not unfrequently associates in consider- 
able flocks when flying. Its call-note is dissyllabic according to 
Ticked. Like other fruit-eating birds, it wanders about and does 
not always occupy the same forest tract. It breeds about March, 
usually laying two eggs, that measure on an average 2*45 by 1*75. 


1055. Ehytidoceros submficollis. Blythes Wreathed EornUIl. 

Buceros stibrufieoUis, Blyth, J, A, S, B. xii, p. 177 ; id. Oat. p. 820. 

Buceros plicatus, apvd Blyth, J. A. S. B. xu, p. 991 ; xvi, p. 998 ; 
id. Cat. p, 45 , wee Forster. 

Ehyticeros subruficollis, Eorsf. ^ M. Cat. li, p. 600 ; Hume Dav. 
S F. vi, p. 112 ; Wardl.-B.ams. Ibis, 1877, p. 456 , Hume, Cat. 
no. 146 ter , Bingham, S. F. viii, p. 463 ; ix, p. 159. 

Aceros subruficollis, Blyth & Wald. Birds Burm. p. 69 , Oates, S. F. 
vii,n.46. 

Ehytidoceros subruficollis, Tweeddale, Ibis, 1877, p. 296; Biliot, 
Mon. Buc. pi. 36 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 91 ; id. %n Humds N, & JE. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 81 ; Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 884. 

This only differs from B. undulatus in smaller size, in having no 
dark bar across the yellow or blue throat, and especially in the 
sides of both mandibles being smooth, there being no trace of the 
grooves that are found on the bills of adult B. undulatus. 

Length of males about 34 ; tail 10 ; wing 16*5 ; tarsus 2*1; 
bill from gape 7. Females are smaller : length about 30 ; wing 
14*5 ; bill 6. 

Distribution. Arrakan, Eastern Pegu, and Tenasserim, more 
common from Moulmein to Tavoy than farther south; also 
Sumatra and Borneo, and probably the Malay Peninsula. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of the last species except that, 
according to Bingham, this is less of a hill bird. It is generally 
seen in large flocks, flying low. Oates found birds of this species 
feeding on snails on the ground in an open plain. Ticked noticed 
Hornbids of this or the last species bathing in a river in the evening. 
The ^gs have been taken in Pegu and Tenasserim at the end of 
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February and in March ; the nest-hole is usually on very high trees 
and at a great height from the ground, the number of eggs one to 
three and the size about 2*29 by 1*61. 

1056. Bhytidoceros narcondami. The Narcondam Homhill. 

Rhyticeros narcondami, Hume, S, F. i, p. 411 (1873) , ii, pp. 108, 
176; id no. 146 quat. 

Rhytidoceros narcondami, JBlliot, Mon. Buc, pi. 38 ; Ogilvie Grant, 
bat B. M, xvii, p. 386. 

Coloration, Male, FEead and neck rufous ; throat a little paler ; 
tail white ; remainder of plumage black glossed with dark green. 

Female. Black throughout except the tail-feathers, which are 
white. 

In both sexes the bill and casque are pale horny yellow, 
brov nish red towards the base ; furrows on the casque blackish 
brown ; indes pale red ; orbital skin pale smalt-blue ; gular skin 
white, tinged with greenish blue ; legs and feet brown. 

Length about 26 ; tail 7 ; wing 12 ; tarsus 21; bill from gape 
4*8. The female a little smaller. 

Distribution, The island of ITarcondam, east of Korth Andaman, 
Bay of Bengal. Only a single pair are known ; these were obtained 
by Mr. Hume w hen he visited Narcondam in 1873. 


Genus ACEROS, Hodgson, 1844. 

No true casque, but the basal portion of the upper mandible is 
thickened and crossed at the sides by dark obhque grooves not 
extending across the culmen, wanting in the young and increasing 
in number with age ; cheeks, chin, and throat naked ; tail long 
and graduated. Feathers of head and neck loose-textured, both 
shafts and webs hair-like. Commissure of the bill greatly broken 
away in adults. Coloration of sexes different. 

A single species. 

1057. Aceros nepalensis. The Rufom-necked HornbiU. 

Buceros nepalensis, Hodgs, As. Res. xviii, pt. 1, p, 178, 2 pis 
(1829) ; id Gl, Sci. i, p. 249 ; Blyth, J. A, S. B. xi, p* 970; xu, 
p 989 ; xvi, p. 997, pi. xliv, fig. 1 ; Cat. p. 45 ; Tiokell, Ibis, 
1864, p. 182 

Aceros nipalensis, Hodgs. in Grayh Zool. Misc, p. 85 (1844) ; Harsf. 
4* M Cat. ii, p. 601 ; Jerdon, B, I. i, p. 250 ; Godw -^Aust. Jl A. S B 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 95 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 69 ; Gammie, 8. F. iii, 
p, 209 ; Flliot, Mon. Buc. pi. 45 ; Hume 8f Dav. 8. F, vi, p. 110 , 
Hume, Cat. no. 146 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 98 ; id. in Humes % B. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 77 ; Beddard, P. Z. 8. 1889, p, 588 ; 8ahadori, Ann 
Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, p. 572 ; vii, p. 382 ; Ogilme Gramt, Cat. B. M. 
xvii, p. 380. 

Aceros leucostigma, 8ahadori, Ann, Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) v, pp. 516, 
573(1887). 
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Coloration. Male. Head, neck, and lower parts rufous, darkest 
on the abdomen and flanks ; end of middle primaries and terminal 
half of tail white ; remainder of plumage black, glossed with dark 
green ; in the lower tail-coverts some chestnut is often mixed 
with the black. 

Female. Black, except the ends of the middle primaries and the 
terminal third of the tail, which are white. The young resemble 
adults of the same sex, except in wanting the ridges at the base of 
the upper mandible, these increase in number with age up to 
about seven. 

Bill yellow, the grooves chestnut ; iris red ; naked skin round 
eyes and at base of bill velvety light blue ; naked skin of throat 
bright scarlet (Jerdm): feet dark brown (Hodgson). 

Length 4 feet ; t^ 18 inches ; wing 18*5 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill 
from gape 8-5. Eemales are less: length 42 inches; tail 16; 
wing 17*5. 


Fig 43. — Head of A. nepalensis, 



Bistrihution. The Himalayas of Nepal, Sikhim, and farther east, 
from 2000 to about 6000 feet ; the hills south of Assam, Karennee, 
and the Muleyit range in Tenassenm. 

Habits i ^c. JFood, mode of flight, and nidification similar to 
those of other large Hornbills. This bird has a monosyllabic 
croak A full account of the nidification has been given by 
Mr G-ammie, who twice, both in April and in May, took a single 
egg from the hollow in a tree in which the female was enclosed m 
the usual manner. The number of eggs is said to be generally 
two. One egg measures 2*25 by 1*75, the other 2*12 by 1*57. 


Genus ANORRHINUS, Reich., 1849. 

Casque small, compressed, sharp-edged, with the upper ridge 
parallel to the culmen, posteriorly curved do^ nwards in front ; 
both mandibles serrated on the commissure (serrations indistinct 
in young individuals) and much worn down in aged birds. Chin 
and throat naked. Crest well developed, its feathers of ordinary 
texture. Tail slightly rounded, not white at the end. Sexes 
alike. 

A single species. 
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1058. AnorrMnus galeritus. The Bushy-crested Hornhill, 

Buceros galentus, Temm. BL CoL pi. 520 (1824) ; Blyth, Cat, p 44. 

Buceros carmatus, Blyth^ J A, S. B xiv, p 187 ; xvi, p. 990, 

Anorrhinus galentus, JSorsf, ^ M Cat. li, p, 594 ; Smm, S F. iii, 
p. 318 , id Cat, no. 145 quat. ; Hume § Dav, 8 F. vi, pp. 109, 500 ; 
Elliot, Mon Bnc pL 42 ; Oates, B, B li, p. 95 , Ogihie Grant, Cat. 
B,M, xvii, p.391. 

Coloration. Head, neck, body above, and wings brownish black, 
glossed with green, becoming browner on the breast and abdomen 
and still paler round the vent and on the lower tail-covert s ; basal 
two-thirds of tail-feathers brownish grey, terminal third black. 

Bill black ; irides lake-red , gular and orbital skin pale blue ; 
angle of gonvs, base of throat, and eyelids mottled white and 
black ; legs and feet black. 

Young Wds have the greater and median wing-coverts, secondary 
quills, and scapulars with pale buff edges to the outer webs, and 
the anterior part of the bill whitish yellow 

Length of male 33 ; tail 11 ; wing 14 5 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 5*75. Bemales are smaller, wing 13*3. 

Distribution. The Malay Penmsula, rangmg into South Tenas- 
serim as far north as Nwalabo mountain ; also Sumatra and 
Borneo. 

Habits, (^G. Davison describes this Hornbill as a shy bird, 
keeping to high trees in forests, in parties of five or six, and never 
descending to the ground. The note resembles that of Anthra- 
coceros coroTiatus and is uttered at short intervals. 


Genus PTILQLiEMUS, Grant, 1892. 

Like Anorrhinus, but with the throat covered with feathers; tail 
more rounded ; feathers of crest, throat, and fore neck somewhat 
lax in texture ; tail-feathers all tipped with white. There are two 
species, both peculiar, so far as is known, to British territory east 
of the Bay of Bengal. 


Key to the Species. 


Sides of head, chin and throat rufous P. tickelli, p. 151. 

Sides ofhead, chin and throat white F.aiisteni,^,16Z. 


1059. PtilolsemxLS tickelli. TickelVs Hornbill. 

Buceros tickelli, Bhth, J. A. 8, B, xxiv, p. 266 (1855) ; xxviii, 
p. 412 , TicJceU, J. A. 8. B. xxiv, p. 285. 

Toccus tickelh, Ttckell, Ibis, 1864, p 173, pi. iii. 

Anorrhinus tickelh, Blyth, Birds Bunn, p 67 ; Elliot, Mon, Bue. 
pL 48 ; Hume, Gat. no. 144 bis ; Oates, B, B. ii, p. 96 ; id, %n 
Hume's H. ^ E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 76. 

Ocyceros tickelli, Hume ^ Dm. 8. F. vi, p. 103; Hume, /S. P. vii, 
p. 499 ; Bingham, 8. F. viii, pp. 194, 462 ; ix, p. 158. 

PlJlolflemus tickelli, Ogthie Grant, Cat. B. M xvii, p. 892. 
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Coloration. Male. Plumes at each side of forehead dull rufous ; 
crown and uuchal crest dark greyish brown, the feathers with 
whitish shaft-stnpes and rufous edges ; back, rump, upper tail- 
coverts, scapulars, tertiaries, and wing-coverts dark brown, larger 
secondary-coverts pale-edged, larger pnmary-coverts black, some 
of them ^\hlte-tlpped ; primaries black, slightly glossed, tipped 
white and with a broad buff outer border for an inch or two near 
the middle, but gradually nearer the tip in the later primaries ; 
secondaries black, outer w’eb greyish brown and the margin buff ; 
middle tail-feathers dark brown, other tail-feathers black glossed 
wuth green, all tipped white, the outer more broadly ; sides of neck 
and lower parts bright rufous, feathers of fore-neck with pale 
shaft-stripes ; thigh-coverts mixed with dusky ; wing-lming dark 
brown, edge of wing in front of winglet buff. 



Fig 44 —Head of P. ttckelkj 


Female. The plumes at the sides of the forehead are concolorous 
with the crown ; there are no white tips to the pnmary-coverts, 
and those to the quills are small or wanting ; lower parts duller 
and darker than in the male, growing blackish on the chin and 
dusky on the vent and lower tail-coverts. 

Bill and casque yellowish white m the male, the tip of the 
lower mandible blackish, and a saffron patch on each side of the 
base ; bill and casque of female brownish black ; irides in both sexes 
bright brown ; skin aroimd orbits and at base of lower mandible 
blmsh white or blue ; legs and feet brownish black. 

Length of male 30 ; tail 11*5 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 5. The female is smaller ; wing 12 ; bill 4*5. 

Distribution. Only known from the Tenasserim hills east of 
Moulmein. 

HaUu^ 4‘o. A shy restless bird, keeping to high forest, usually 
in parties of 8 or 10, and flying with the almost noiseless flight of 
Anthracoceros, alternately flapping and sailing. The ndst has been 
described by Major Bingham, who found from 3 to 5 eggs in each 
of the usual nest-holes in February. The eggs are white originally, 
but generally stained during incubation, and average 1*82 by 1*M 
in dimensions. These birds, according to Major Bingham, are far 
less w'ary in the breeding-season than at other times. 



BEEENICORNIS. 


153 


1060. Ptilolaeinxis austeni. Godwin- Austen^ $ HornhilL 

Anorhinus galeritus, apud Godw.-Aust. J, A. S, J5. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 96 ; xli, pt. 2, p. 143 , td, IMsj 1878, p. 206 ; neo Temm 

Anorhinus austeni, Jerdon^ Ibzs, 1872, p. 6 , Hume, S, F iv, p. 493 ; 
V, p. 117 ; vii, pp. 167, 499 ; xi, p. 52 , id. Cat, no. 144 ter ; 
JSartert, J.f, Om, 1889, p. 426. 

Ptiloleemus austeni, OgxUie Grant, Cat, B, M, xvii, p. 393. 

Coloration. Male, Similar to that of P. ticTcelli, except that the 
cheeks, throat, sides of neck, and fore-neck are white instead of 
rufous, and the rest of the lower parts paler ; the secondaries and 
middle tail-feathers too are not tipped white. The upper parts 
appear greyer, but this may be due to the state of the plumage. 
Pemale unknown. 

Length about 31 ; tail 11*5 ; wing 12*5 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from 
gape 4*7. 

Distribution. The only specimen known for a long time was 
obtained by Colonel G-odwin- Austen at Asalu, m the North 
Cachar hills ; subsequently three more were shot by Hartert in 
the hiU-torest south of the Dehing ; this species was also observed 
by Hume in Manipur. 

Habits^ ^c. Very httle known. Hartert came upon a flock of 8 
or 10, and far from being as shy as P. tichelli, they allowed him to 
fire six shots and kill four birds, one of which was left hanging in 
a high tree, before they fiew away. Their flight was rather noisy. 
They had eaten a few insects {Mantides, Blattas, and locusts) besides 
fruit. 


Genus BERENICOBNIS, Bonap., 1850. 

The only species of this genus is distinguished by its very fuE 
crest of loose-textured, hair-hke feathers. This crest eorers the 
crown ; the feathers of the lores are similar and equally long, and 
are directed upwards and forwards. Bill large, curved, com- 
pressed ; casque as in Anorrhinus, but small. Tail long, white, 
middle pair of feathers considerably exceeding the others. 

1061. Berenicomis comatus. The Long-crested Homhill. 

Buceros comatus, JRaffi, Tr. Idnn, Soc. xiii, p. 339 (1822) ; Hay, 
Mad, Jour, L. S. xiii, pt. 2, p. 149 ; Blyth, J. A. S, B. xvi, p. 996, 
pi. xhv, fig. 2 ; id. Cat, p. 44. 

Berenicomis comatus, Bonap, C<msp, Av, i, p. 91 ; Horsf, §• M, Cat, 
ii, p. 594 ; Hume, 3, F. iii, p. 318 j v, p. 20 note : id. Cat, no. 145 
ter ; Hmae ^ Dav, 3. F. vi, pp. 106, 500 ; Kdham, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 885 ; Ogilvie Grant, Cat, B M. xvii, p. 423. 

Anorrhinus comatus, JEUiot, Mon, Buc. pi. 39 ; Oates, B, B, ii, 
p. 94 ; Hartert, J, f, Om, 1889, p. 369. 

Coloration, Male. Head, neck, breast, and anterior part of 
abdomen, tips of all quills except the first primary, the last 
secondaries and the tertiaries, a patch inside cai^al bend of wing, 
and the whole tail white rest of plumage black. 
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Female, Crown, chin, tips of wing-feathers, and whole tail 
white, rest of plumage black, shafts of crest-feathers black. In 
the young male most of the white feathers are black at the base, 
and the tail is black with white tips. 

Bill black, slightly mottled with green at the base of both 
mandibles ; iris wax-yellov\ ; facial skm deep dull blue ; legs and 
feet black. In younger birds the bill is chiefly dull horny green, 
and the facial skin pale blue or pink. 

Length of adult male about 40 ; tail 18 ; wing 15 ; tarsus 2*5 ; 
bill from gape 7. Females a little less : wing 14, bill 5*75. 

Distnhiitwn, Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, rangmg 
into Southern Tenasserim as far as the base of Nwalabo, near 
Tavov. 

EahiU^ According to Davison this Hornbill is found in 
forests about the lower trees and undergrowth ; it lives in small 
parties, often feeding on the ground and eating lizards, &c., as 
well as fruit ; the flight is uniform and almost noiseless ; the call 
a peculiar cry (a mewing sound according to Hartert) repeated 
several times in quick succession. 


LOPHOCEEOS, Hemp. & Ehr., 1828. 

Size small. Casque either small, compressed, and terminating 
anteriorly in a point or entirely wanting. Bill much curved, 
carinate above. Tail graduated in all Indian species. Crest 
moderate. Plumage of Indian birds chiefly grey. 

I refer to this African type (which is identical with Toclcus 
of Lesson) the three small HornbiUs of India and Ceylon. By 
Jerdon, Hume, and others they have been divided into two 
genera ; by Ogilvie Q-rant they have been united and placed iu a 
genus apart from their African relatives on account of their more 
wedge-shaped tail. This distinction I find does not hold good ; 
neither Indian nor African forms are all alike in the relative 
lengths of the rectrices. I do not place the Indian L, hirostns in 
a separate genus from the other two species, because the tvpe of 
Loj^hoceros^ the Abyssinian L, nasutus^ closely aUied to the Indian 
forms but without a casque, is only distinguished from the 
S. African L, ejpvrhinus by the presence in the latter of a small 
casque, precisely like that of L, htrostns^ but smaller. It is clear 
that in this group of small Hornbills the presence or absence of a 
small casque is not a generic character. 

The genus Lophoceros comprises 17 African species ; two occur 
iu the Peninsula of India and one in Ceylon. Hone extend 
farther east. 

Key to the Species. 


a, A small casque, pointed in firont L. hirostris, p. 155. 

fc. No casque. ' 

a\ Nostrils in an elongate groove L. p 156. 

b'. Nostrils round, not m a groove X. gingalensiSj p. 157. 
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1062. Loplioceros birostris, The Common Grey Eornhill^ 
Buceros birostris, Scop, 

146 (17^) . 

Todil^ bicornis, ’lorsf M. Cot u, ?, T866,p 360 ; 

“ss”A“T'/*s^ tj f rA 

p. 241 , C. (§• 6r Marshall, S. F. lu, p 381 , BwUei, *. -c- > 

Ooye^os’gTnlmMius, ITwne, F. p. 113 ; Btdl, 8. F. u,p. 388. 
Ooyceros bicorms, Fairbank, & v, p 394. 

Lopbooeros birostris, .Kftot .Mom - 8 “® Pl-.4*^ ., .j 0 ^ 5 . 

Ocyceros birostris, Bauds (f Wc^ 8 F. vi^ p / 8, Sail, 

kma,C«i.BO 144; i^d 

Baoids M. p. 296 , Barnes, J^r. Botr^ N. M. Soo 1 , 

Birds Bom. p. 106 ; Oates m Mume s N. 4 F 2nd ed. m, p. /«, 
Ogilvie Grant, Cat B. M. xvu, p. 804. 

jnukala-kaka, Irawache, Tam. 



Fig. 45* — Head of Zr. J-. 


n^i^mion Upper parts light brownish grey, broad supereilia 
ear-coverts^and cheeks blackish grey; primary and 
secondaiy qnills blackish brown, all except the first 

tapped 

5 the ^domen. The white tips of the primaries are wanting m 

better wooded parts of Western Eaiputana (except at 

K.” bT»a"<S p'.y.b i 



156 


BUOIEOTID^. 


Bengal, and not found farther east. This species does not occur 
in CSylon. 

Habits^ Sfc. This little Hornbill is generally seen in small 
parties about open jungle, groves of trees, and gardens, but not in 
thick forest. It lives chiefly on fruit, but occasionally eats insects 
also. It has a harsh cry, and an undulating flight, with alternate 
flappings and sailings. An excellent account of the nidification 
at Mainpuri is given by Mr. Horne, who watched the female bird 
shut up, with her own droppings, the opening of the nest-hole in 
a sissoo tree, except the sht through w^hich she received food from 
the male. The female never leaves the nest from before laying 
her first egg till the young are about a week old. The eggs, 3 to 5 
in number, are laid from April to June ; they are dull white in 
colour and measure about 1*7 by 1‘22. 

1063. Lophoceros grisexis. The Malabar Ghrey Hornbill, 

Buceros ^seus, Lath, Ind. Om, i, p. 147 (1790). 

Tockus gingalensis, apvd Jerdm^ Mad. Jour, L, S. xi, p. 38 ; id, B, I 
if p. 250,- id. Ibis, 1872, p. 5; nec Buceros gingalensis, Shaw, 
Buceros gingalensis, Baker, J, A, S, B, xxviii, p. 292 , nec Skatv, 
Tockus griseus, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 350 j Fairbank, S F, iv, p 265 ; 
V, p. 395 ; Hume ^ Bourd, 8. Jr iv, p. 387 j Hume, Cat, no 145 , 
Hlliot, Mon Bug pi. 54 j Vidal, S, F. ix, p. 51 , Butler, lUd 
p 384 , Damson, 8, F, x, p. 352 ; Macgregor, ibid. p. 436 ; Bames, 
Birds Bom p. 106 ; Davidson, Jour, Bom. N, H, 8oc. vi, p. 334, 
Ocyceros griseus, Ogihie Grant, Cat, B, M, xvii, p. 396. 

The Jungle Grey Hombill, Jerdon ; KaldaUhah, Can. 



JFig. 46 —Head of L, gnseus, 


Coloration, Upper parts dark slaty grey, brownish on the back ; 
nasal plumes and broad supercilia, extending far backwards, 
brownish white ; ear-coverts blackish ; feathers of head, crest, 
throat, and breast with whitish shaft-stripes ; quills black, pri- 
maries, from 3rd to 7th, 8th, or sometimes 9th, with broad white 
tips ; tail-feathers black glossed with green, the three outer pairs 
white for some distance from the tips ; lower parts ashy grey, 
paler on the chin and on the abdomen ; vent and lower tail-coverts 
rufous. 

Both mandibles are thickened at the side by a kind of incrusta- 
tion towards the base ; nostrils elongate, in a groove, the postenor 
portion of which is covered by membrane and overhung by a tuft 
of feathers. 

Bill horny yellow, with a brownish-red tinge except towards the 
tip, dusky or black along the commissure; irides red-brown; 
orbital skin black ; legs and feet greenish. In the female the bill 



lOPHOOEEOS. 


157 


is paler and has black patches on the top of the cuhnen and at 
each side of the lower mandible, near the base in both cases. 
Young birds have dull white or yellow irides. 

Length about 24 ; tail 9; wing 8‘5; tarsus 1*75; bill from 
gape 4*25. Females measure rather less. 

JDistribuhon, Forests along the Malabar coast, as far north as 
the neighbourhood of Bombay. This Hornbill does not ascend 
the hills of Southern India above about 3000 feet. TocJctis 
lensis is included in Dr. King’s list of Goona birds, but doubtless 
by mistake. 

Kahits^ A forest species, shy, usually keeping in small flocks, 
living on fruit, and having a peculiar call. The flight, according to 
BourdiUon, is more rapid and easy than that of L, hirostris. 
Mr. Baker found 3 eggs in a nest that he took ; Mr. Davidson, in 
Kanara, 2 or 3. The latter found several nests in February and 
the beginning of March. The breeding-habits are similar to those 
of L* hirostris, 

1064. Lophoceros gingalensis. T7ie Ceylonese EornUll, 

Buceros gin^ends, JShaw, Gm. ZooL viii, p. 37 (1811); JBlyth, 
J. A, S. jB, xii, p. 998 ; xvi, p. 996 ; td. Cat p. 44 ; Zayard. 
A, M, N. E. (2) xiii, p. 260. 

Tockus gingalensis, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 360; 1867, p. 296; Eolds^ 
worth, P, Z. 8 1872, p. 426; Zeyye, Ibis, 1874, p. 14; 1876, 
p. 282 ; id. Birds CeyL p. 276. pi. xiv ; Elliot^ Mon, Buc, pi. 66 ; 
Eume, 8 F. vii, p. 366 ; id. Cat, no. 145 his. 

Ocyceros gingalensis, Oyilvie Grant, Cat B, M, xvii, p. 397. 

K<mdetta, Cingalese. 

Coloration, Crown and nape greyish brown, the feathers with 
pale shaft-stripes ; an indistinct pale superciliary band extending 
over the ear-coverts, which are blackish ; upper parts dark ashy 
grey, browner on the hind neck ; wing-coverts dark-edged ; quills 
black; outer webs of secondaries grey above, the five middle 
pnmaries, beginning with the third, with long white tips ; tail- 
feathers blackish brown, the middle pair throi^hout, the others 
with long white terminations, the three outer pairs become entirely 
white in old birds ; lower parts white, greyish in the young ; vent 
and lower tail-feathers pale rufous. 

Nostril round, free from feathers. Bill in males yellowish 
white, with a black patch on each side of the base of the upper 
mandible, and another beneath the lower mandible ; in females the 
bill is black, with a long white patch on the lower half of the 
upper manible ; irides red ; orbital skin black ; legs and feet 
greenish plumbeous. 

Length about 23 ; tail 8’75 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1*76 ; bill from 
gape 4-25. Females are smaller, the wing measuring 8*25, and 
the bill 3*4. 

Jkstnhwtion, Throughout Ceylon, in forest up to an elevation of 
4000 feet. 

Habits, ^e. Similar to those of the last species, but the flight as 
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observed by Legge appears to resemble that of L» hirostris* This 
Hornbill lives mainly on fruit, but occasionally eats lizards, 
scorpions, and insects. 

Genus RHINOPLAX, Gloger, 1842. 

Bill moderate, pointed, nearly straight. Casque high, flat at 
sides, rounded above, vertically truncated m front, all the front 
part solid. Whole chin and throat, neck all round, and middle of 
back naked. Middle tail-feathers in the male twice as long as the 
others. Sexes alike in plumage. 

This very remarkable and aberrant genus contains a single 
species only. 

1065. Rhinoplax vigil. The Eelmeted Hornbill, 

Buceros vigil, Forster, Ind, Zool, p. 40 (1781). 

Buceros scutata, Bodd Tail, PL Fnl, p. 55 (1783). 

Buceros galeatus, Gm Syst Nat, i, p. 360 (1788) ; Blyth, J, A. 8 B, 
svi, p 998 ; id. Cat, p 46 

Rhinoplax scutatus, Horsf ^ M, Cat, ii, p. 581 ; Hume, 8 F, iii, 
p, 318. 

Bhinoplax vigil, Elliot, Mon, Bue, pi. 10 ; Hume ^ Dav, 8, F, vi, 
p. 115; Hume, Cat,x\o, 146qumt; Oates, B.B n,p 89; Hartert, 
J,f. Om, 1889, p 366; Ogilvie Grant, Cat. B, M, xvii, p. 427. 

Coloration, Porehead, crown, and nape black ; feathers behind 
eves and ear-coverts chestnut ; breast, sides of back, and outside of 
wings black ; scapulars, tertiaries, and rump brovmer ; abdomen, 
upper and lower tail-coverts, and under wing-coverts white ; base 
and tips of all quills, except the first primary and the last second- 
aries, white ; long middle pair of tail-feathers whity brown, the 
others white, all with a broad subterminal black band. 

Anterior half of bill and front of casque yellow, rest of casque 
and posterior half of bill crimson ; his dark red ; bare skin of neck 
and back, legs and feet, and skin everywhere beneath feathers 
dull deep red in male, in the female the naked back and hind-neck 
are reddish lilac, sides and front of neck greenish blue, vemed with 
sky-blue {Hartert), 

Length of male about 5 feet ; tail 34 inches ; wing 19 ; tarsus 3 ; 
bill from gape 6*5. Female : length about 50 ; tail 26 : wing 16*5 ; 
bill 5*75. 

Bistrihution, Malay Peninsula, extending into the extreme south 
of Tenasserim ; also Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits, A very shy bird, inhabiting high forest generally in 
pairs, not descending to the ground, and living on fruit. The 
flight is weak. The note is very peculiar and powerful ; it begins 
with a series of whoops, uttered at intervals that grow gradually 
less till, after ten or a dozen quick repetitions, the call ends in a 
harsh cackhng laugh. This account is taken from Davison, whose 
observations are confirmed by Hartert. Nothing is known of the 
nidification, nor of the use to which the bird puts its very singular, 
straight, pointed bill and heavy casque. 
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or waste, and keep generally on the ground, though they perch 
occasion^ly. They are sprightly and familiar birds, and may be 
seen running about and searching for insects and especially grubs, 
which they extract with their long bills from some distance 
beneath the surface. The crest is usually kept folded back, but is 
raised quickly if the bird is excited or alarmed. The note is a 
double or lieble sound hke hoop. This species breeds in the 
Western Himalayas m April and May, and lays from 4 to 7 pale 
bluish-white eggs, measuring about 1T4 by ’7. 


1067. ITpupa indica. The Indian Hoopoe. 

Upupa senegalenais, apud Blythj J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 189 , id. Cat. 
p 46 , Tiec 

Upupa iudica, Beich. Handb spec. Om. p. 320, pi. dxevi, fig. 4037 
(1851-4) ; Anders. Yunnan JExped., AmSf p. 578 ; Salvi7i, Cat. 
B. M. xvi, p. 10. 

Upupa ceylonensis, Beich t. c. pi. dcxv, fig. 4036 ; Blyth, Ibis^ 1866, 
p. 366 f Hume, Cat. no 255 , Barnes, Birds Boon. p. 142 , Oates in 
Hume's N. ^ E ii, p 334. 

Upupa nignpennis, Gould MS, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 725 (1858) ; 
Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 392; id. Ibis, 1872, p, 22; MacMasUr, 
J A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p 209 , StohczJca, J. A S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 235 , 
Butlei , S. F. Ill, p. 402 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 278. 

Upupa longirostris, Jerdon, B, 1. 1 , p. 393 , Biume, S. F. iii, p. 89 ; 
XI, p. 88 ; id. Cat. no. 254 bis ; Biytk §• Wald. Bb ds Buron. p. 69 ; 
Hume ^ Lav. S. F. vi, p 202 ; Oates, B. B. li, p. 62 ; id. in 
Hume's N. ^ E 2nd ed. ii, p 338. 

Hudhud, H, ; Sutdr, Mahr ; Kondeh pitta, Kuhudeu guwa, Tel. 
Chaval kuncvi, Tam , Ceylon ; Toim-bee^sote, Bunn. 

Coloration similar to that of U. epops, except that there is no 
white on the crest, that the head, neck, back, and breast are more 
rufous, and that this colour extends farther over the abdomen : 
thighs often rufous. 

Typical Burmese specimens have the wing in males 5*6, bill 
from gape 2*6 ; in females 5 3 and 2*4 : but fiidian and especially 
Ceylonese specimens run smaller — ^wing in Ceylonese males 5*3, 
in females 4*85 ; bill 2*4 and 2-1. Sfins from India, especially 
from the North, very often show a tinge of white on the crest; 
these specimens Salvin regards as intermediate between U. indica 
and £7 epops, hybrids in fact, and I agree with him. To separate 
the Indian and Burmese forms, and to make three species on such 
very small distinctions as exist, is neither necessary nor reasonable. 

JHstribution. With the exception of Sind and the Western 
Punjab, throughout India, Ceylon, Burma, Siam, Cambodia, and 
the countries eastward to Hainan. A resident species. 

Habits, <^c. Similar to those of 27. ^ops. The breeding-season 
in various parts of India is from February till May, earlier to the 
southward ; in Ceylon, according to Legge, November to April. 
The eggs are 4 to 7 in number, sometimes, it is said, more, pale 
bluish or greenish-white in colour, and measure about *97 by *66. 

VOL. m. M 
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The families of Swifts, Nightjars, and Frogmouths, here classed 
together, aifford an even more difficult case than that of the 
Anisodactyli, their differences being of so well-marked and 
important a character as to make it very doubtful whether they 
can belong to the same order. The hallux in all is connected 
with the ^exor jperforans digitorum^ and the arrangement of the 
deep flexors (except in Macropteryx) is Galline, as in Goradas and 
Buceros ; the oil-gland is nude or wanting, the manubrium sterm 
A ery small or absent, the coracoids separate, and the number of 
both primary-quills and tail-feathers 10. The spinal feather- 
tract IS well-defined on the neck, but forked on the upper back. 
All, too, have a short bill and an excessively broad gape, and all 
hve on insects captured in the air. 

The three families Gyjpselidcp^ Ca^primulgidce^ and PodargidiB 
form suborders. 

The TrocTiilidce^ or Humming-birds of America, are generally 
placed in this order, but their relations to the Swifts are 
disputed by a few naturalists. 

Another American family, SteatornithidcB^ appears probably 
allied to the Podargidce, 

The other suborders are all Indian, and may be thus dis- 
tinguished : — 


a. Palate segithognathous ; no basipterygoid pro- 
cesses ; no csBca ; a nude oil-gland Cxpseli. 

5. Palate schizognathous 5 basipterygoid pro- 
cesses present; cmca function^; a nude 

oil-gland OapbimhiiGH, 

c. Palate desmognathous ; no basipterygoid pro- 


cesses ; caeca large ; no oil-gland ; a powder- 

down patch on each side of the rump .... Podaeoi. 


Suborder CYPSELL 

No caeca. Oil-gland present, but nude. Palate segithognathous ; 
no basipterygoid processes. No median wing-coverts. Sternum 
without posterior incisions, the keel high. No semitendinoaus 
muscle, A large aftershaffc. 
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Nidification varies greatly, but all the Swifts lay elongate white 
eggs, and in all the sSiva is used to cement together the materials 
of the nest and to attach it to some surface. In some forms of 
Colloealia the nest consists entirely of inspissated saliva. The 
salivary glands are greatly developed, especially at the breeding- 
season. The young are hatched naked. 

A single family. 


Family CYPSELIDiE. 


Bin small, hooked at the end, gape very broad. Wings long, 
the primaries greatly developed, curved ; secondaries very short. 
Humerus very short. Feet weak, the first or hind toe is more or 
less reversible, and all four toes are often directed forward in 
some of the genera. 


This family is cosmopolitan, except that it does not occur in 
Arctic or Antarctic regions. There are three subfamilies, thus 
distinguished : — 


a. Tarsus feathered ; three anterior toes (2, 
3 , 4 ), each with three phalanges ; wings 

extending far beyond tail 

h. Tarsus generally naked ; second toe 
with 3, third with 4, fourth with 5 
phalanges as usual. 

a\ Tarsus equal to middle toe or longer ; 
wings extending far beyond tail . . 

6 '. Tarsus shorter than middle toe 5 
wings not extending beyond tail . . 


Ci/pselince^ p. 163. 


ChcetuHnce, p. 172. 

[p. 179. 

Macropterygince, 


Subfamily CTPSELINJB. 

This includes the typical Swifts, in which the hind toe is 
completely reversible, and the third and fourth toes have only 
three phalanges each. Sexes always alike. Two genera are 
Indian. 


Key to {he Genera, 


a. Toes aU directed forward as a rule. Oxpseltts, p. 164. 

h. Toes in pairs; inner and hind toes directed 

inwards, the other two outwards Tachobius, p. 170. 
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Genus CYPSELUS’^', Illiger, 1811. 

The true Swifts have the toes as a rule all directed forw^ard, but 
the first or hinder toe is reversible. They are birds of powerful 
flight, though inferior in this respect to Clioriura. All make nests 
attached to rocks or buildings, or very rarely to trees. 



Key to the Bjiyems* 


No white on rump. 

a\ Abdomen white C.melbuy p. 164. 

h\ Abdomen brown. 

a". General colour blackish brown C, apus^ p. 165. 

5". General colour greyish brown C, murimSf p. 166, 

b, A white band across rump. 
c\ Tail deeply forked. 

Laiger . wmg 7 C.padficuB^ p. 167 

d". Smaller : wing 6 C. leuconyx, p. 167 

d\ Tail even or nearly even. 
e'’. Lower tail-coverts greyish brown, paler 

than abdomen C. affime, p. 168. 

/". Lower tail-coverts blackish brown like 
abdomen C. 


1068. Cypselus melba. The Alpine Swift, 

Hirundo melba, Zinn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 846 (1766). 

Hirundo alpina, Scop. Ann. i, p. 166 (1769). 

Qypselus melba, Illiyer, Frodr. p. 280 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 85 ; Layard, 
A. M. N. JET. (2) xii, p. 167: AdaTns, F. Z. S. 1859, p. 175: 
Jerdm, B. L i,p. 176; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 864 ; Stolwska, J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 18 ; McMaster, J. A. S. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 208 ; 
ButUr, S. F. iii, p. 468 ; t, p. 218 ; ix, p. 879 ; JSlanford, S. F. 
V, p. 245 ; Davidson ^ Wenden, IS. F. vii, p. 77 ; Ball, ibid. 
p. 202 ; JEwne, Cat. no. 98 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 817 ; Vidal, 
S. F. IX, p. 48 ; Davidson, S. F. x, p. 293 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 


The name MtcropuSj Meyer and Wolf, 1810, which has one year’s priority 
over Cypselus has oeen substituted for the latter by some writers, and especially 
by Mr. Eartert in the British Museum Oatalo^e, vol. sn. But the esdstenoe 
of a Linnaean genus Mwropm in Botany affords a fair reason for adhermg to 
the well-hnown name of Ogpselv^ for typical Swifts. The generic name 
Mvyropus (1887) used by Sh^pe and Oates {ante, Yoh I p. 294) for a genus of 
Bulbids, is of later date than Meyer and Wolf’s genus, and must be changed to 
Mwfotarsm, Eyton (1839). 
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Soo, ij p 177 ; Littledale^ ibid. pp. 31, 196 ; Davisony S. F. x, p. 347 ; 
Barnesy Birds Bom.y. 85 ; id. Journ. Bom. N H. Soc. iii, p. 47 ; 
iv, p. 4 , Johuy IbiSy 1889, p. 155 ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ F. 
2Bd ed. iii. p. 20. 

Oypselus alpinus, JerdoUyMad. Jour. L. S, xi, p 235 (1840). 

Micropus melba, Boiey IsiSy 1844, p. 165 ; Harto'ty Cat. B. M. xvi, 
p. 438. 

Coloration. Upper parts, sides of head and neck, a broad band 
across the upper breast, and the lower tail-coverts brown, varying 
slightly in depth of tint, nearly uniform in old birds, the feathers 
darker near the end, and with whitish edges in young individuals ; 
chin, throat, lower breast, and abdomen white, feathers sometimes 
black-shafted; under wing-coverts always with whitish edges, 
especially near the bend of the wing. 

Bill black ; iris dark brown ; legs and feet blackish purple. 

Length about 8'5 ; tail 3 ; wing 8’5, tarsus 0*6. The tail is 
deeply forked, the outer feathers being about *75 inch longer than 
the middle pair. 

Distribution, Europe as far north as the Alps, Northern Africa, 
South-western Asia, India, and Ceylon. This bird is resident, 
and breeds in the Himalayas, on rocky precipices amongst the 
Western G-hdts, and doubtless in other hilly parts of the 
Peninsula. The nests and eggs have been taken by Miss Oockbum 
on the Nilgiris near Kolagiri, and nests have been seen by 
Mr. Davidson near Ndsik, and by Mr. Littledale in Kashmir; 
whilst the hills of Ceylon {Legge)y the chffs of Q-ersoppa (Jefrdon)^ 
{Satara {Davidson), and Gawilgurh in Berar {McMasten^ have been 
shown to be probable breeding-places. The Alpine Swift may be 
seen at times throughout the peninsula, and it has been recorded 
from Darjiling and Assam, but not farther east. 

HahitSy ^6. This fine Swift is probably, with the exception of the 
larger species of Ohceturay the swiftest and most powerful flyer 
amongst birds. It roosts and breeds in companies on rocky clifis, 
but flies enormous distances each day, generally in scattered flocks, 
and may be found hawking insects in the air hundreds of miles 
from its roosting-place. It has a shrill cry, often uttered during 
flight. The nests have walls about an inch thick made of feathers, 
dry grass, <fec., firmly cemented together by the saliva of the birds ; 
they are 4 or 5 inches in diameter, not lined. Several nests are 
often clustered together. The eggs are laid in Europe about May 
and June ; they are white, elongate, 8 or 4 in number, and measure 
about 1*2 by *75. 

1069. Cypselus apus. The European Swift, 

Hinindo apus, Linn Syst. Nat. i, p. 344 (1766). 

Oypsdus apus, HI. Prodr. p. 280 ; Blythy Cat. p. 86 ; Horsf. f M. Cat. 
i, p. 109 ; AdamSy P. Z, 8. 1869, p. 175 ; Jerdmy B. 1. 1 , p. 177 ; 
id. IbiSy 1871, p. 364 ; Stoliceka, J, A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 18 ; 
Humsy 8, F. 1 , p. 166; id. Cat, no. 99; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 86 ; 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 166, 
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Oypseltis acuticauda, BlytJi Jerdon^ *B L iii, p 870 (1864) ; 
Blythy Ibis, 1865, p. 45; 1866, p. 339; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 356; 
JSwne, B. F, ii, p. 156 ; td. Cat. no. 99 bis. 

Oypelus pekmensis, Bwinhoe, P. Z. B. 1870, p. 435 ; 1871, p. 345 ; 
Brooks, 3. F. iii, p. 231 ; Scully, 8. F iv, p. 132 ; x, p. 100 ; id. 
Ibis, 1881, p. 428 ; Hume, 8, F vii, p. 365 , viii, p. 411 ; id. Cat. 
no. 99 quat. ; Sharpe, Yarkand Miss., Aves, p. 112. 

Micropus apus (& M. pekmensis, subsp.), Hartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, 
pp. 442-4t4. 


Coloration. Except the chin and middle of the throat, which 
are whitish, generally with indications of dark shaft-stripes, the 
whole plumage is dark brown, or blackish brown, with a greenish 
gloss. In younger specimens the forehead is pale, and the 
feathers, especially on the crown, wing-coverts (above all the 
under coverts near the edge of the wing), and abdomen, have pale 
edges. 

Bill blackish brown ; iris dark brown ; feet purplish 
brown. 

Length about 7 ; tail 3 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 0’5 ; the outer exceed 
the middle rectrices by about an inch or rather more. 

Distribution. A mi^ato^ bird, breeding throughout the greater 
part of the Palsearctic region, and spending the winter chiefly in 
Africa. It is found in Kashmir and the Western ffimalayas 
generally, and in Afghanistan. A single specimen was shot at 
Port Blair, Andaman Islands, on July 30th, 1873, but the species 
has not been observed in the Eastern Himalayas, Assam, or 
Burma. 

Eahits, This is a bird of powerful flight, though inferior ta 
the Alpine Swift. It is almost constantly on the wing in the 
daytime hawking insects, generally high in the air, or playing 
about in flocks, and uttering its harsh screaming call. It roosts 
and breeds on high buildings and cliffs, much as G. affinis does, 
but it has not been observed to breed within Indiftn Mmits, where 
it is, as a rule, only a winter visitor. 


1070. CypselxLS murinus. The Pah Brown Swift. 

Oypselus murinus, Brehm, Vollstand. Vogelfang, p. 46 (1856). 

Cy^lus pallidus, Shelley, Ibis, 1870, p. 445 ; 1871, p. 47 ; Eume, 
8. F. TU, p. 366 ; viii, p. 411 ; id. Gat. no. 99 ter. 

Micropus muimus {subsp. q/’M. apus), Rm'tert, Cab. M. xvi, p. 446. 

Similar to 0. cspus, but distinctly paler ; greyish brown (mouse- 
brown) almost throughout ; the white throat more extended and 
passing more into the brown on its edges. On the abdomen the 
dark subterminal bands and whitish edges of the feathers appear 
persistent at all ages. Wing 6*5 to 6*7, or a Httle shorter than 
in O. ajpus. 

^ Distribution. The desert region ; Korthem Africa (and occa- 
sionally Southern Europe) and South-western Asia. This species 
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is probably non-migratory, and has been obtained in Sind and 
Baluchistan. 


1071* Cypselus pacificus. The Large WMte-rmnjped Swift. 

Hirundo pacifica, Lathmn, Ind. Orn. Suppl. p. Iviii (1801). 

Cypselus vittatus, Jard. 4* Selb}/, III. Orn. iv. pi. 39 (1840) ; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 85 ; Rorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 386 j Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 369. 

Cypselus pacificus, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, pp. 213, 648 , Jerdm, 
Ibis, 1871, p. 355 ; Rwme ^ Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 43; Blyth (§• Wald. 
Birds Burm. p. ^ ; Rume 4* Fay) 8. F. vi, p. 48 , Rume, Cat. 
uo. 101 bis ; id 8. F xi, p. 31 ; Rume Inglis, 8. F. ix, p. 246 ; 
Oates, B B. li, p. 1 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) y,. 
p. 573. 

Micropus pacificus, Rarteii, Cat. B M. xvi, p. 448. 

Coloration. Upper plumage blackish brown; the feathers in 
young birds with pale edges, that grow indistinct in older speci- 
mens ; a broad white band, the feathers black-shafted, across the 
rump ; chin and throat whitish, the shafts dark ; rest of lower 
parts brown, each feather with a subterminal blackish band and a 
whitish edge at all ages. 

Bill black ; iris deep brown ; feet purplish black (Davison). 

Length 7 ; tail 3*2 ; wing 7 ; tarsus 0*45 ; the outer exceed the 
middle tail-feathers by about 1*25 inch. 

Distribution. Assam, Cachar, and Manipur, throughout the 
Burmese countries and the regions to the eastward, from Japan 
to Australia. 

Habits, ^c. But little known ; it is even uncertain whether this 
species is resident in Burma. It was seen by Oates, generally 
in large flocks, flying at a considerable height, during the greater 
part of the year, but he doubts if it breeds in the country. It is 
known to breed on rocks and houses in islands off the coast of 
China. 

1072. Cypselus leuconyx. Blythes White-rumjped Swift. 

Cypselus leuconyx, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 212 ; id. Cat. p. 86 ; 
Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L. 8. xiii, pt. 2, p. l44 (1844) ; Rorsf. ^ M. 
Cat. i, p. 109 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 179 ; id Ibis, 1871, p. 354 ; 8clater, 
P. Z. B 1865, p. 600; Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 45; 1866, p. 340; 
1870, p. 161 ; Tytler, Ibis, 1868, p. 195 ; Rume, 8. F. iii, p. 44 ; 
id. Cat. no. 101 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 379 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 

p. 86, 

Cypselus pacificus, apud Stoliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p, 18 ; 
nee Lath. 

Micropus leuconyx, Rartert, Cat. B. M. xyi, p. 460. 

The White-clawed Swift, Jerdon. 

Coloration similar to that of (7. padficus, hut dimensions much 
less, so as fully to justify separation. The feet (not the claws) 
are pale colour^ almost albescent in some specimens (Rvme). 
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Bill blackish.; iris dark brown: feet flesh-colour (JDelme Bad-- 
diffe). 

Length about 6 inches ; tail 2*5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus *4 ; the outer 
exceed the middle rectnces by about *75 inch. 

Distribution. Common in the l^^'orth- western Himalayas at mode- 
rate elevations “ between the outer ranges and the higher and 
more interior hills ’’ {Jerdon) ; probably resident. Jerdon states 
that he obtained a specimen in the western part of the Deccan 
and several in Malabar, ^ here it frequents rocky hills, but no one 
appears to have observed specimens in the Peninsula smce Jerdon 
wrote. 


1073. Cypselus affinis. The Common Indian Sivift. 

Cypselus affiiiis, G?'a 2 / Bardto. ILL Ind. Zool, i, pi. 36, fig. 2 (1832) ; 
Jei don^ Mad. Jour. L. S. xi, p. 235 , Tickell^ J. A S. B. xvii, 
p. 303 ; Bh/th, Cat. p. 86 ; Horsf. c$ M. Cat. i, p 106 , Adams, 
P. Z. S. 1859, p. 175 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 177 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 339 ; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 166 ; Aitken^ 8 F. iii, p. 214 ; Ball, S. F. 
vii, p. 202 ; Hume, Cat. no. 100 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 234 ; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 319 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 44 ; Butler, ibid. p. 879 ; 
Davison, 8. F. x, p. .347 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 3 (note) ; id. in 
Hume^s N. <5' E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 21 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 86 ; 
Littledale, Jour. Bom. N. H 8oc. i, p. 31 , Barnes, ibid. p. 43 ; 
iv, p. 4; Newnham, op, dt ii. p. 65 ; 8t. John, Ibts, 1889, p. 156. 


Cypselus nepaJensis, Hodgs J. A. 8. B. v, p. 780 (1836) 
Cypselus montanus, Jerdon, Mad. Jour 
(1844), 


, p. 780 

X, 8. 


xm, pt. 2, p. 144 


Cypselus abessynicus, Streubel, Isis, 1848, p. 354; Blanf. J. A. 

8. B. xxxviii, pt 2, p. 169 ; Hvme, Ibis, 1870, p. 405. 

Micropus affinis, Hartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 453. 

Abdbilj Bahila,!! ; Mahr; Saharanpur; Bata^, 

Pahin, Sikhim ; WceheBlaniya, Lceniya, Cmg. 



Fig. 49. — ^Head of G. affims, \. 


Coloration, Yerj dark brown, almost black, with a distinct gloss 
above and below ; crown and nape paler, forehead and lower tail- 
coverts paler still ; a black spot before the eye and shght pale 
supercilia ; quills glossed with green ; a broad white band across 
the rump, and the chin and throat white, the feathers more or less 
dark-shafted. 

Bill black ; iris deep brown ; feet vinous brown (Legge). 

Length about 5*5 ; tail 1*75; wing 5*25; tarsus *4. The tail 
is nearly square, the outer scarcely longer than the middle 
rectrices. 
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Distrilution, Eesident throughout India and Ceylon, but locally 
distributed ; very common in places, wanting in others, ascending 
the Himalayas to about 6000 feet. To the westward this Swift is 
found in Kashmir, the Punjab, and Sind, throughout South- 
western Asia, including Persia and Palestine, and in the greater 
part of Africa ; but it is replaced east of the Bay of Bengal by the 
next species. 

Habits, The Indian Swift is highly gregarious, and is com- 
monly seen about old buildings, being perhaps most common in 
large towns ; it is also found haunting rocky clifrs, and it breeds 
on chfrs, houses, temples, tombs, &c. Its flight is very like that 
of (7. aj>us, but rather less powerful ; its call is similar, but even 
shriller. Its nests vary in shape and materials ; they consist of 
feathers, grass, or straw, with an occasional admixture of wool, 
twine, or rags, cemented together with saliva. G-enerally several 
nests are found clustered together. In some cases this Swift is 
said to lay its eggs in deserted Swallows’ nests, and this doubtless 
accounts for some observers having supposed that it used mud in 
building. The eggs are from 2 to 4, generally 3 in number, 
white, not glossy as a rule, long ovals, measuring on an average 
•87 by *57. The breeding-season lasts from February to August, 
both months included, two broods being produced in the year* 
The same nest is used by a pair several times. 

1074. Cypselus subfurcatus. The Malay Eome-SwifU 

Oypselus subfurcatus, Blyth, J. A. S. B. xviii, p. 807 (1849) ; id. 
Cat, p 86 ; Selater, P. Z, S, 1866, p. 602 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 41, 
note , 1870, p. 161 ; Godw.-Aicst, J, A, S, B, xliii, pt. 2, p. 163 ; 
Hum€f S. F, li, p. 624 ; xi, p. 30 ; id Cat. no. 100 bis ; Mutne §• 
Inglis, S, F, v, p. 17 ; hums ^ Daxf. 8. F, vi, p. 47 ; Oabes, B. B* 
ii, p. 2. 

Micropus subfurcatus, JSartert, Cat, B, M. xvi, p. 456. 

Very similar to (7. affinis, but darker, being blackish brown 
except on the white rump, chin, and throat ; head, and especially the 
under tail-coverts, blackish brown like the other parts, only the 
forehead paler; tail longer and distinctly subfurcate or emar- 
ginate. 

Bill black ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet varying from deep 
purplish black to flesh-colour. 

lisngth about 6*75 inches ; tail 2 ; wing 5 *5 5 tarsus *4 ; outer 
rectrices *3 longer than middle pair. 

Distrihutwn, Cachar and the Kh4si hills, not rare; Manipur, 
and here and there throughout Burma, but very few localities are 
recorded ; China as far north as Amoy, Cochin China, doubtless 
Siam, the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Java. This Swift 
abounds in Penang. A single specimen from Chdnda was found by 
Hume in the Calcutta collection : this was doubtless a straggler. 

Habits, similar to those of (7. affinis, Q-odwin-Austen found 
this Swift breeding on (diffs near Shillong in June. 
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Genus TACHORNIS, Gosse, 1847. 

The toes are arranged in pairs, the 3rd and 4th toes outwards, 
the 1st and 2nd (inner and hind) inwards. Size small. 

The nests are always attached to the leaves o£ palms (where 
palm-leaves are employed in thatching huts, the S’wifts make their 
nests on the thatch). 

This genus is found throughout the Oriental and Ethiopian 
regions and in the West Indies. Two species are found within 
our limits. 



Tig 50. — ^Left foot of T, ba^assimb^s, 


Key to {he Bjjedes. 

Dull earthy hrown above T. batassiensisf p. 170. 

Glossy blackish brown above T. infumatus, p. 171. 


1075. Tachomis batassiensis. The Pcdm^Bxvifi, 

Cypselus balasiensis (batassiensis), Gray^ in GrtMtlis An, Kingd^j 
Aves, li, p 60 (1829) ; Piyfh, Cat. p. k. 

Cypselus batassiensis, Morsf. ^ M. Cat i, p. 108 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, 
p. 180 j Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 340; Holdsworth, B Z. 8. 1872, 
p. 420; Bandson Wenden, 8 F. vii, p. 77; Davidson, ibid, 
P* P- 267; BTume, Cat. 

m 102; Vidal, 8. F ix, p. 44; BvileT,ihid. p. 379 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 322 ; JSmne, 8. F, x, p. 348 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 87 : 
Cripys, 8. F. xi, p. 31 ; Oates in Hume's N, <S- F. 2iid ed. iii, p. 26 : 
St.John, Ibis, ^ 

Cypselus pahnarum, Gray in Hardv). lU. Ind, Zool i, pi, 36, fig. 1 
(1832); Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L. 8. xi, p. 236; Hume, N. & M. i, 

p 87; .B«t^, /S'.j:iii,p.464. 

Tachomis batassiensis, Hartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 466. 

Tdn ahdhl, Tal^Jiatta, Patta deuli, H. ; Batassia, Ckamchiki, Beng. : 
Ambattan Katthi, Tamul ; yVcehcelanvya, Cing. 

Coloration, Dull brown above, head slightly darker, wing and 
tail-feathers much darker ; beneath pale greyish brown, chin and 
throat palest. 

Bill black ; irides reddish ; feet dusky brown. 

Iiength about 5*25 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 4*6 ; tarsus *4 ; tail deeply 
forked, outer rectricea about 1*2 inches longer than middle pair. 

Distribution. Peninsula of India and Ce^on wherever there are 
fan-palms (Borassus Jlahelliformis), Wanting in the Punjab and 
Sind, and found in Rajputana only at Mount Abu. Common 
throughout Bengal and as far east as Dibrugarh in Assam (OWp^s), 
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but replaced iu the Assam hills and in Burma by the next 
species. 

Habits^ This Swift heeps to the neighbourhood of the palms 
on which it builds its nest. The flight is, as Jerdon says, rather 
irregular and not very speedy. The nest is attached to the under- 
side of a palm-leaf, usually to one of those that hang bent down- 
wards, and consists of a small pocket-like cup, inserted in one of 
the furrows of the leaf, and made of vegetable down or small 
feathers glued together by the salivary secretion of the bird. 
ITsually the nest is on the fan-palm (tar or toddy tree), but 
occasionally on the betel-nut (Areca), This bird breeds probably 
twice in the year, about March and July in Northern India, but 
from October to April m Ceylon. The eggs are generally three in 
number, white, long ovals, measuring on an average ’71 by *46. 


1076, Tachomis infumatus. The Eastern Pahn-JSwifL 

Oypselus infumatus, Bclater, P Z, S, 1865, p. 602 ; Sume, Ibis, 
1870, p. 533 j Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 355, pi. x ; Walden in Myth^s 
Birds Burm. p. 85 ; Hume §• Oates, 8, F, iii, p. 44 ; Hurne ^ 
Bat. 8» F. vi, pp. 48, 497 ; Hume, Cat, no. 102 bis ; id, 8, F, xi, 
p. 32 5 Bingham, 8, F, vim p. 192 ; ix, p. 149 5 Oates, B, B, ii, 
p. 4 5 %d, in Hume^s N, ^ E 2 nd ed, iii, p. 27. 

Oypselus tectorum, Jerdon, F, A, 8 B, 1870, p. 61 ; Godw,~Amt, 
J, A. 8 B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 94. 

Oypselus minusoulus, 8alvadort, Ann, Mus. Civ, Gen. (2) vii, 
p. 383. 

Tachomis infumata, Hartert, Cat. B. M, xvi, p. 467. 


Fyanrhlwa, Burmese (applied to all Swifts). 

Coloration similar to that of T. hatassiensis, but much darker, 
upper parts blackish brown, wing and tail-feathers black above 
with a slight purplish gloss ; lower plumage smoky brown, throat 
slightly paler. 

Bill and feet black ; iris brown (Oates). 

Length about 5*2 inches ; tail 2*2 ; wing 4*6 ; tarsus *35 ; tail 
less forked than in T. hatassiensis ; the outer tail-feathers exceed 
the middle pair by *9 inch. 

Distribution. ILIl-tracts south of the Assam valley and through- 
out the Burmese countries, to Southern China, the Malay Penm- 
sula, Borneo, and Java. 

Habits, ^ 0 . precisely similar to those of T. hatassiensis, this bird 
haunting pahns (Borassus and Areca) and breeding in them. In 
the N£ga and G4ro hills, where the people thatch their huts with 
two layers of palm-leaves, this Swift attaches its nest to the upper 
side of the leaves in the lower layer. 
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Subfamily CH^TURIN-®. 

This subfamily contains the Spiny-tailed Swifts, and the 
Swiftlets which make the edible nests. 

Key to the Qemra. 

Shafts of rectiices very stiff, the ends projecting 
beyond the webs Ch^tuba, p. 17^^ 

Shafts of rectiices phable, no projecting points. Collocalia, p. 17o. 

Genus CHJBTURA, Stephens, 1825. 

The principal character of this genus is that all the tail-feathers 
have rigid shafts, the ends of which project for some distance 
beyond the web. The tarsi are naked as m other members of the 
subfamily ; feet as in Gy^selus ; claws stout and much curved. 
Wings very long and pomted, first quill longest. 

This genus of Swifts occurs throughout Eastern Asia, the Oriental 
and Australian regions, Tropical Africa, and nearly the whole of 
America. Eour species occur within Indian limits. 


Key to the Siiedes. 


a, Laa*ge, wing 7 to 8 inches. 

a'. Chin and throat white 

h\ Chin and throat brown 

h Small, wing 4 to 5 inches. 

Bnmp and abdomen white; upper tail-coveits 

black 

d'. Bump and upper tail-coverts light grey ; 
abdomen black 


C. nudipes, p. 172. 
C. tndica, p. 178. 


C. sylmtica, p. 174. 

[p. 175. 

C, leucopygicdts, 


1077. Chatura nudipes. The WMte-necTced Spine-tail^ 

ChsBtura nudipes, JKodgs. J. A. S. JB, v, p. 779 (1836) ; Deless. Toy. 
de Vln^y Mist. Mat. p. 25, pi. 9; Hume,^ Cat. no. 97 ; id* 8. F, 
ix, pp. 280, 286 ; Hartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 474. 

Acanthylis fosca, apvd Blyth^ Cat. p. 84 ; nec Stephens, 

Acanthyhs nudipes, Morsf. §• M. Cai. i, p. 111. 

Acanthylis caudacuta, apud Jerdon, B. 1, i, p. 178 ; id, Ibis^ 1871, 
p. 354 ; me Lath. 

Acanthylis ciris, apud Blyth^ Ibis, 1866, p. 889 ; nec Fallas, 

Chsetura gigantea, Hume ^ Cnpps, S. F, xi, p. 80 ; me Temm, 

Silli-ang tipM-timbo, Lepcha. 

Coloration. A small black preocular spot ; crown and sides of 
head, nape, hind-neck, upper surface of wings and sides of 
rump and upper tail- coverts blackish brown, glossed with metallic 
green; inner webs of tertiaries partly or wholly white; back 
brown, whitish in the middle ; chin, throat, a band down the 
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hinder part of the flants, area behind vent, and lower tail-covert& 
white ; breast and abdomen brown, with a slightly reddish tinge. 

Bill black ; indes deep brown ; legs and feet purplish hvid 
{J&rdon), 

Length about 8 ; tail 2 ; wing 8 ; tarsus *6. Tail nearly square, 
the spinous tips projecting *15 inch. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Hazara to Upper 
Assam. This bird has been shot at Dibrugarh. 



Fig 61. — Tail of G. oiudij^e\ \ , 


Eabits, This and other large Spine-tails are, I believe, 
absolutely the swiftest of living birds. Their flight far excels 
that of the Alpine Swift, and I doubt if any Balcon can approach 
them in speed. They are generally seen in scattered flocks that 
play about for a time, and disappear at a pace that must be seen 
to be appreciated. They roost and breed, so far as is known, 
amongst rocks. 

O. caudacuta, which ranges from Siberia to Australia, is closely 
allied, but is distinguished by its white forehead. 


1078. ChaBtura indica. The Brown-neclced Sjoine-taih 

Acanthylis caudacuta, apud Blyih^ Cat. p. 84 ; Layard, A M.N E. 
(2) xii, p. 170 j Godw.-Au&t. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 04 ; nee 
Latham. 

Acanthylis gigantea, Eorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 387; Jtrdon, B. I. i, 
p. 172 ; Beavan^ Ibisj 1867, p. 317 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm, 
p. 84 , Wardlaw-Ramsayy 1877, p. 469 ; nec Temm 
Ohsetura indica, Eume, S. F, i, p. 471 (1873) ; ii, p. 156 , iv, pp. 223, 
286, xi, p. 30 , id. Cat. no. 96; Eume §• IngliSf S. F v, p. 17 , 
Eume 4* Dav. S. F. vi, p. 46 ; Eume Bourdillon^ S. F. vii. 
p. 34; Bcmison, 8. F.Xjp 347 ; Earterty Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 475. 
Hirundinapus giganteus, apud Walden^ Eisy 1874, p. 131; nec 
Temm. 

Ohsetura gigantea, apud Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L. 8. xiii, pt. 2, p 144 ; 
BJythy J. A. 8. M. xi, p. 886 ; Eumey 8. F. iv, pp. 228, 2§7 ; id. 
Cent. no. 96 bis ; Eum^ ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 46 ; Legge^ Birds C&yl. 
p. 814. 

Hiruadma]jus giganteus & H. indicus, Oedesy B. B. ii, p. 5, 

Coloration. A large velvety black spot before the eye, with 
a white spot in front extending to the nostril; crown and 
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sides of head, hind-neck, sides of rump and upper tail-coverts, 
upper surface of wings and tail blackish brown, with dark metallic 
green gloss ; back pale brown, darker on the edges , lower parts 
rich brown ; chin and throat much paler, but the feathers of the 
latter with dark tips ; a longitudinal band on the flanks behind 
the thighs ; area behind vent and lower tail-coverts white. 

Bill black ; irides dark brown ; legs and feot pale fleshy pink 
(Baler), 

Len^h about 9 ; tail 2’6 , wing 8 ; tarsus -68. The tail is 
slightly wedge-shaped, and the shafts of the feathers are very 
strong and project nearly half an inch. 

BistnhuUon, Ceylon and Southern India ; not observed north of 
lat. 12° in the Peninsula ; commonest about the Nilgiris and other 
ranges; also Cachar, the Assam hills, and Manipur, through- 
out the Burmese countries, apparently passing farther south into 
the allied 0, gigantea^ which is only distinguished by wanting the 
white loral spots. The specimen from Tenasseritn referred by 
Hume to G. gigantea^ though not belonging to that race, may be 
an intermediate form. The two are merely races. 

Habits,, Similar to those of C, nudijpes^ these Swifts being 
equal, or possibly even superior, in speed. So wonderful is their 
flight that Mr. H. E. P. Carter remarked that a flock of Alpine 
Swifts, passing over immediately after some of the present species, 
“seemed to fly like Owls after the arrow-like speed of the Spine- 
tails.” He found that those he shot had fed on beetles, green 
bugs, sand-wasps, and grasshoppers. The nests were discovered 
by Mr. B. C. S. Baker m the North Cachar hills, on April 26th, 
and described by him in the ‘ Asian.’ They were large, shallow, 
oval cups attached to the walls of (artificial) limestone caves, and 
composed of moss and mud. They measured about 6 by 3| inches 
outside, 4| by 3 inside, and nearly an inch deep. Only fragments 
of eggs, which were white and devoid of gloss, were found, but in 
one nest were three young birds. 

1079. GhsBtura sylvatica. The Whzte’-rumped Bpine-tail, 

Acanthylis sylvatica, TicJcell, J. A, S, B. xv, p. 284 (1846) : Jerdon, 
B, L i, p, 170 ; id Ibis, 1871, p. 354 ; Blanford, J, A. S. B, 
xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 169 ; Himte, J, A, 3, B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 114 ; 
BaU, 3, F, iii, p. 289 ; Walden, Ilns, 1876, p 856. 

Ohsetura sylvatica, JSclater, P. Z, S, 1866, p. 614; BaU, 3. F, vii, 
p. 202; Hume, Cat, no. 96 ; Damson, 3, F, x, p. 346: HarterL 
Cat, B, M. xvi, p. 489. ^ ^ , 

Coloration, Upper parts black or blackish brown, with slight 
green gloss ; a broad white band across the rump ; chin, throat, 
and breast greyish brown ; abdomen and lower tail-coverts white, 
the two colours passing into each other ; wing beneath blackish 
and glossy. In young birds the white feathers of the rump, 
abdomen, and lower tail-coverts have black shafts. 

Bill, legs, and feet black ; iris dark brown. 
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Length, about 4*25 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus *4. GDhe under 
tail-coverts extend nearly to the end of the tail. 

Distribution. The forest country from Bengal to the Grodd.vari 
and west as far as the "Wyne Gunga, also Seoni in the Central 
Provinces, Garhwal and Sikhim in the Himalayas, the Wynaad, 
and Ooonoor in the Hilgiris. "Widely spread but local. 

Habits^ A forest species, generally seen in smaller or larger 
parties hawking insects amongst high trees, especially near streams, 
or frequenting open cultivated spaces in the jungle. The flight is 
not, I should say, much more rapid than that of the Palm-Swift. 
Hidification unknown. 

1080. Chsetura leucopygialis. The Grey-rm-rped Black Spine-tail. 

Acanthyhs leucopygialis, Blytli, J. A. S. B. xvui, p. 809 (1849) ; id. 
Cat. p 85 5 id. Ibis, 1866, p. 339 

Acanthyhs coracinus, Mull. Bonap. Consp. Av. p. 64 (1860). 

Ohsetma coracina, Sclaterj P. Z. S. 1865, p. 614; Hume, S. F. hi, 
p. 318 ; Hume 4' Dav. S. P. vi, p. 45. 

Chsetura leucopygialis, Hume, S F. vii, p. 618 ; id. Cat. no. 96 bis , 
Haiiert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 490. 

Rhaphidura leucopygiahs, Oates, B. B. ii, p. 6. 

Coloration. Black, with a bluish gloss throughout, above and 
below, except the rump and long upper tail-coverts, which are 
greyish white (pearly grey) with narrow black shafts. 

Bill black ; irides dark brown; legs and feet livid purple. 

Length about 4*75 ; tail 1*7 ; wing 4*9 ; tarsus *4. The upper 
tail-coverts extend to the end of the webs of the tail-feathers ; the 
naked shafts of the latter project *8 to *4 inch. 

Distribution. The extreme south of Tenasserim, ranging through- 
out the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra and Borneo. 

Habits, ^c. very similar to those of C. syhaUca, but by Davison^s 
account this appears to be a swifter bird. 

Genus COLLOCAMA, Gray, 1840, 

Peet small ; the hind toe directed backwards normally and only 
partially reversible. Tail-feathers of ordinary form and the shafts 
not rigid. Second quill longest ; tail slightly forked. 

This genus contains the birds generally designated Swiftlets by 
Indian ornithologists, some of which build the “ edible nests ” of 
commerce. These nests are shaped like a half saucer, and some of 
them are white, ghstening, and composed of a substance resembling 
isinglass. This was formerly supposed to be seaweed, then as- 
certained to be a secretion produced by the bird, and finally shown 
by Blyth (J. A. S. B. xiv, p. 210 ; Ibis, 1860, p. 323) to be de- 
rived from the bird^s salivary glands, which are greatly developed 
in both sexes at the nesting-season. Hume showed that in the 
Andamans the pure white nests are always made by one species, 
C. francka, whilst other species use extraneous sub^ances such as 
grass and feathers cement^ together by the inspissated saliva, and 
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their nests are consequently either less valuable, or, in some kinds, 
not worth collecting. All lay tw’o white, very elongate cylindrico- 
ovate eggs, and make their nests in caves. During the day the 
birds hunt about for insects, frequently travelling great distances 
for the purpose ; Jerdon relates how the birds at Yingorla Eocks 
did not return to their roosts till 9 p.ni., having been away all day. 
The flight is rapid. IN'one, so far as is known, are truly migratory, 
though they wnnder over considerable distances. The genus 
inhabits the greater part of the Oriental and Australian regions. 

Key to the Sjjecies, 


a. Abdomen brown like throat and breast 
Tarsi naked. 

a". No pale band across rump C.fudphaf/a, p. 176. 

b”, A pale hand across rump C. francica^ p. 178. 

h'. Tarsi feathered. 

c”. Smaller, wing 5; pale rump-band in- 
distinct C. hreoirostrisj p. 177. 

Larger, wing 5 3 ; pale rump-band dis- 
tinct C, inmomnata^ p. 177, 

h. Abdomen white ; tarsi naked C. hncMj p. 178. 


1081. CoUocalia faciphaga. The Imhan Edihle-^nest Siviftlet 

Hirundo fuciphaga, Thunb Kon. Simsh Vet-Ak. nya Handl. xxxiii, 
p. 151, pi. IV (1812) 

Hirundo unicolor, Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L, S. xi, p. 238 (1840) ; xiii, 
pt. 1, p. 173 ; xiii, pt. 2, p. 144. 

Oypselus con color, Blyth, J, A, iS. B. xi, p. 886 (1842). 

Collocaha unicolor, Blyth, J, A. JS. B. xiv, pp. 209, 212 ; Htime, S. F, 
i, pp. 295, 296 ; id. Cai. no. 103 ; Hume §■ Bourd. 8. F. iv, p 874 j 
Vidal ^ Hume, 8. F. ix, p 44 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 848 ; Terry, 
{bid. p. 470 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 87 ; Oaies in Humds N. ^ F. 
2nd ed. lii, p 28. 

, CoUocalia nidifica, Gray, Gen. B. i, p 55 (1846) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 86, pt. ; 
Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 98, pt. ; Jerdon, B. 1. i, p. 182, pt. 

CaUocaha hrevixostris, a;pud Xayard, A. M. N. M. (2) xii, p. 168, 
nec McClelL 

CoUocalia fuciphaga, Wallace, P. Z. 8. 1863, p. 384 ; Holdsworth, 
P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 420 , Harte)% Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 498. 

CoUocalia francica, apud Walden, Ibis, 1874, p, 132, partim; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl. p. 324 ; Morgan, Ibis, 1876, p. 313 ; nee Gmel. 

Coloration. Yery dark brown above, almost black, with purplish 
or greenish gloss on the wings and tail ; rump not paler ; lower 
parts greyish brown, the feathers sometimes dark-shafted. Tarsi 
quite naked. 

Irides dark brown (Bourdillon). 

Length about 4*75 ; tail 2*1 ; wing 4*6 ; tarsus *4. The middle 
tail-feathers are about half an inch short of the outer. 

Dutrihuiion. Ceylon and the neighbourhood of the Malabar 
coast as far north as Yingorla, common on the higher hiUs, 
Nilgiris, Anamalis, &c. A few birds of this species have also been 
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obtained in the Western Himalayas. Not known elsewhere 
within our area, but widely distributed in the Malay Archipelago, 
Papuasia, and the Philippines. 

Halits, Those of the genus. The nests, found in caves in the 
Ceylon, Nilgiri, Palni, and Travancore hills, and on Yingorla 
Eocks, Pigeon Island, and other islets off the Malabar coast, are 
small shallow cups made of grass, moss, and feathers cemented 
together by inspissated saliva. They always contain extraneous 
materials and are never pure white. The breeding-season on the 
hills is from March to June, but on the coast rather earlier. The 
eggs, two m number, measure on an average *83 by *54 

1082. CoUocalia brevirostris. The Himalayan Stvifilef, 

Hirundo brevirostris, McClelland, P. Z. 3. 1839, p, 155. 

CoUocalia niditica, Jerdon, P. I i, p. 182, pt. j Brooks, S. P. ixi, p. 232. 

CoUocalia fuciphaga, apud Blanf J. A, 8. B xli, pt. 2, p. 44; nec 
Thunb. 

CoUocalia brevirostns, Hume, P P lii, p. 232 , ix, p. 290 ; xi, p. 32 . 
Harteit (C. fuciphagae mbsp ), Cat B, M. xvi, p. 501. 

CoUocalia umcolor, apud Scully, 8 , viii, p 235 , nec Jerdon. 

Coloration, Almost identical with that of G. fuciphaga, but the 
upper parts are a little darker in general, whilst the rump is 
shghtly but distmctly paler than the back. Tarsi always feathered 
in front. 

Bill black ; irides dark brown ; tarsi and toes brownish fleshy 
(Hume), 

Length about 5*4 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 5 ; tarsus *4. The outer tail- 
feathers exceed the middle pair by *25 to *4 inch. 

Distribution, Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Dal- 
housie, up to considerable elevations (I have seen this species at 
12,000 feet in Sikhim), also in Assam and Manipur. 

Habits, S^e. Those of the genus. Nidification unknown. 

1083. CoUocalia innominata. Humis Swiftlet, 

CoUocalia innominata, Hume, 8, F, i, p. 294 (1873) ; ii, pp. 100, 
493 ; IX, p. 112 ; id. Cat, no. 103 ter ; Hume §• Dav. 8, F, vi, p. 49 ; 
Oates, B. B, ii, p. 7 ; Hartert, Cat, B, M, xvi, p. 503. 

CoUocaUa maxima, Hume, 8. F, iv, p. 223 (descr. nulla) 

Coloration, Upper parts blackish brown; crown and nape 
darker, sometimes forming a distinct cap ; wings and tail black 
with purplish or greenish gloss ; rump pale greyish brown, with 
dark shafts ; lower parts greyish brown, the feathers dark-shafted. 

Tarsi feathered m front throughout ; bill and feet black ; legs 
blackish brown {Damson), 

Length 5*25 ; tail 2*2 ; wing 5*3 ; tarsus *46. 

Distribution, Southern Tenasserim and the Andaman Islands* 
A skin has also been obtained at Selangore in the Malay Peninsula. 
The nidification is unknown. 
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1084. CoUocalia fraucica. The Little Grexj-rxmv^ed Siviftlet, 

Hirundo fraucica, Gxyiel. Sysf. Nat i, pt. ii, p 1017 (1788). 

Collocaha fraucica, G. It. Gxaxf, List Spec Birds B. M.^ Fissirostres^ 
p. 21 (1848); Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 132 (part); 1876, p. 356 
(part ) ; Nai tert, Cat B. M. xvi, p. 503. 

Macropteryx spodiopygia, Peale, TJ.S, Exph Erped p 170, pi. 49 
(1848). 

Collocalia spodiopygia, Sume, S. F. i, p. 296 ; ii, pp 102, 160 ; m, 
p. 318 , zd. Cat. no. 103 quat. ; Ehime §• Lav. S. F. Ti, p. 51 ; 
Oates, B. B ii, p. 8 ; zd. in JBhizne's N F. 2nd ed, iii, p. 35. 

Collocalia inexpectata, Hume, S. F i, p. 296 , Hartert, Cat B. M. 
xvi, p 505 (0. francicse suhsp.). 

Collocalia fueipliaga, apud BlytJi, Birds Burm. p. 85 ; nee TTiunh. 

Collocalia merguiensis (0. francicsBSwft^p.), FaHertf t. c. p. 506. 

Zee-wor-so, Burmese (generic). 

Coloration^ Yery similar to that of 0, innominata, but the size is 
smaller and the tarsi are naked. The rump-band varies in distinct- 
ness, being ill-defined and brownish grey in Andaman birds 
(C, inexpectata), greyish white and well marked in those from 
Tenasseriin ((7. merguiensis). The pale rump-feathers are always 
dark-shafted, those of the lower surface sometimes. 

Bill black ; irides very dark brown ; legs and feet brown {Davison). 

Length 4-75 ; tail 2T ; wing 4*7 ; tarsus *4. 

Listrihuiion. Islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans from 
Samoa to Mauritius, ranging and breeding tbroughout the Malay 
Archipelago to the coasts of Burma (Tenasserim and Arrakan) 
and the Andaman and Kicobar Islands. 

Halits, dec. So far as is known, this bird, which produces the 
best kind of the edible birds’ nests of commerce, keeps mamly to 
tbe sea-coast. The nests are entirely, as Hume has shown, com- 
posed of inspissated saliva; they are white except where they are 
fastened to the rock. The breeding-season in the islands of the 
Bay of Bengal begins in March. Eggs measure *81 by *53. 


1085. Collocalia liHcM. Horsfield's Swiftlet. 

Collocafia fiiciphaga, apiid Blyth, I.A8B. xiv, p. 548 ; zv, p. 22 ; 
id. Cat. p 8 d ; Weddm, Ibis, 1874, p, 135 ; nec Thunh. 

CoUocalia linchi, Hoi'sf. Sr M. Cat i, p. 100 (1854) ; Felzeln, Novara, 
Toy. p. 89, pi. ii, fig. 2, pi. vi, fig. 2 ; BaU, J. A. S. B. zli, pt. 2, 
p 276; id. S, F. i, p 55 ; Hume, S. F. li, pp. 64, 83, 108, 157 ; 
id. Oaf. no. 103 bis ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 85 ; Hume 
^ Lav. 8. PI vi, p 49 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 10 ; %d. in HumFs N. ^ E. 
ed. lii, p. 83 ; Hartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 508. 

Collocalia affinis, Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 318 ; Blyth, Ibis, 
1868, p. 181 ; Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 302 ; Hume, 8. F. i, p. 296. 

Coloration. Upper parts black, glossed "with bluish green or 
purple, the feathers brown at the base ; sides of head and neck, 
chin, throat, and upper breast brown; feathers of remainder of 
lower parts the same, but vrith broad white edges, so that the 
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abdomen is all white except the dark shafts ; tail and wings black 
beneath. 

Tarsus naked ; bill and legs black {Beavan), 

Length 4 ; tail 1*5 ; wing 4 ; tarsus *32. Tail nearly square. 

Distribution. Andaman and Mcobar Islands, Mergui j^chipelago 
(Bhjth), Johore and Malacca, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. 

Habits^ ^c. similar to those of other species. The nests are usually 
in caves, and according to Hume and Davison, the latter of whom 
watched the process of building, consist of brown moss firmly 
agglutinated with saliva. These nests are never collected for sale, 
as they are not regarded as edible. The present species at Port 
Blair in the Andamans has taken to buildings, and even makes its 
nests at times in inhabited rooms. The eggs, five in number, 
measure about *7 by *45. 


Subfamily MACBOPTERYGIN^. 

Genus MACEOPTEEYX, Swainson, 1831. 

The Crested Swifts form a subfamily composed of a single genus, 
distinguished by their short naked tarsi, and by the wings when 
folded not extending or scarcely extending beyond the tail. There 
are, however, several other characters of importance. The plumage 
is softer than in other Swifts, and there is a patch of silky downy 
feathers on each flank. The sexes differ, and the plumage of the 
nestling is unlike that of the adults, both characters not found in 
other members of the family. The sincipital feathers are more or 
less elongated and erectile ; in some species there are also elongate 
superciliary or moustachial tufts. The tail is long and forked. 
The hind toe is not reversible. The posterior portion of the 
sternum has two foramina, one on each side. 

Quite recently, too, it has been shown by Mr. P. A. Lucas (Ibis, 
1895, p. 300) that the deep plantar tendons in Macropteryx coronata 
differ from those of other Cypselk The flexor longus TiaUuds gives 
off a slip to the hallux (which is not supplied by the/, p&rfl digi- 
iomm), and then goes on to blend, not with \kef.jperf. digitorwm as 
a whole, but with that branch of it which goes to supply the fourth 
digit. 

The nidification on trees is described under M. coronata. Only 
a single egg is laid. The genus is found in the Oriental region 
and Papuasia, three species occurring within our limits. 

Key to the Bjpedee* 

<t. Sincipital crest long ; no superdliary or mous- 
tacnial tuffs. 

a'. Back bluish ^ey M. coronata, p. 180. 

6'. Back greenish bronze M. hngipmms, p. 181. 

h. Crest smaller j white superciliary and mous- 
tachial stripes elongated into tuffs behind. . M, comata, p, 182. 

iir2 
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1086. Macropteryx coronata. The Indian Crested Swift. 

Hinindo coronata, Tickell, J. A. S. B. ii, p. 580 (1833). 

Macropteryx coronata, Blyth, J. A S. B, xv, p. 21 ; id. Cat. p. 87 : 
Layardf A. M. N. H. (2) xii, p. 167 , Fairhanh, S, F. iv, pf 254 • 
Blyth Wald. Birds Burnt, p, 86; Wardl.-Rcms. Ibts&l&l7. 
p. 458, Cates J B. B n, p 12; id in Hunies F F. 2n(i ed. lii. 
p. 36; Harte/itj Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 512. 

Dendroclielidon coronata, Jerdon, B. L i, p. 185 , Beavan, Ibis, 1865, 
p 405 , 1869, p 405 , Blanf. J, A. S. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 169 ; 

x^xix, pt. 2, p. 114, Ball, S F. ii, p. 384 , vii, 
p. 202 ; Eunie ^ Lav. S. F. vi, p. 51 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 328 : 
Mume, Cat. no. 104; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 48 ; Butler, ibid p. 380; 
Barker, ibid. p. 476 ; Lavidson, S. F. x, p. 294 ; Terry, ihtd. p 470 : 
Swinhoe ^ Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p. 60; Baines, Birds Bom. p. 88; 
Littledale, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 196. 



Fig. 62. — Head of M. roionata, J. 

Coloration. Male. Upper plumage and sides of neck, throat, 
breast, and flanks bluish ashy ; sincipital crest and upper wing- 
coTerts darker and glossed with bluish green ; wing and tail- 
feathers dark brown with a green gloss; a very narrow white 
superciliary line ; lores yelveiy black ; ear-coverts and a moustachial 
stripe from them to the chin chestnut; chin the same but paler - 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts white, which passes graduallT into 
the grey of the breast and flanks. 

Female without any chestnut; ear-coverts blackish grey, bordered 
below by a narrow whitish stripe from the gape; chin grey like 
the throat and breast. 

Yovng barred; the feathers of the upper plumage with broad 
brownish-grey borders, white at the edge, those of the lower parts 
with brown subterminal bars. ^ 

Bill black ; iris dark brown ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs pinlri.;. 
brown (Oates). ^ 

Leu^h about 9-5; t^ 6*25 to end of outer, 1-76 to end of 
middle feathers; wing 6-2; tarsus *4. 

Distribution. The better wooded parts of India and Ceylon, and 
throughout Burma, except in Southern Tenasserim; also in Si.Tn 
This Swift occurs along the base of the Himalayas as far west as 
Dehra Dun; it is wanting in the Punjab, Snd, and the parts of 
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Eajputana, the Deccan, Carnatic, &c. that are deficient in trees, 
and is, even where common, very locally distributed. 

Habits^ ^6. The Crested Swift is commonly seen in small parties 
about groves of trees and pieces of water in or near forest, flying 
elegantly but not very rapidly for a Swift, and frequently perching 
on dead branches at the tops of trees. It has a habit when perching 
of erecting its peculiar sincipital crest. It has, as Jerdon says, a 
loud parrot-like call, often uttered on the wing and also when 
perching. It makes a minute saucer-shaped nest, only about 
inches m diameter, of flakes of bark and sometimes a few 
feathers cemented together, and attached to the side of a horizontal 
dead twig or branch with saliva. The nest is so small that it is 
with difficulty seen, and the Swift sits on the branch with its body 
over the nest. The breeding-season is from April to June, and a 
single egg is laid, white, without gloss, and elongately-oval in shape. 
An egg in Mr. Hume’s collection measured *85 by *55 inch, but 
he looked on this as small. 


1087. Macropteryx longipennis. The Malayan Crested Swift. 

Hirundo longipennis, Rqfinesque, Bidl. Soc. JPhilotn, iii, p. 153 (1802). 

Hirundo klecho, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p (1821). 

Macropteryx longipennis, Siaains. Zool. III. ser. 2, ii, pi. 47 , Blythe 
Cat. p. 322 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 13 j JSartert, Cat. B. M, xvi, 
p. 514. 

Dendrochelidon klecho, Boie, Isis, 1844, p. 166 ; Morsf, ^ M. Oat. 
i, p, 110 , Bernstein, J f. Om 1859, p. 183, pi. ii, figs, 3, 4, 5 (nest 
& egg) 5 Sclater, P. Z. 8. 1806, p 61(5 ; Kelkam, Ibis, 1881, p. 374. 

Dendrochelidon lonmpennis, Hume ^ Bav. 8. F vi, pp. 52, 498 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 104 ter. 

Coloration. Crown, nape, back, sides of neck, upper back, scapu- 
lars, wing-coverts, and upper tail-coverts metallic greenish bronze, 
the sincipital crest and wing-coverts tinged with metallic blue as a 
rule ) lower back and rump bluish ashy ; tertiaries partly whitish 
grey ; the other wing-feathers and the tail-feathers blackish, with 
a purple or green gloss ; lores velvety black ; ear-coverts deep 
chestnut ; chin, throat, breast, and flanks bluish ashy grey, passing 
into white on the abdomen and lower tail-coverts. 

The female has the ear-coverts black with a greenish gloss, not 
chestnut. In the young the plumage is barred ; the feathers of 
the upper parts pale brown, with dark borders and white outer 
edges ; crest-feathers with rufous tips ; those of the lower parts 
wmtish with dark edges. 

Iris dark brown ; legs and feet dull purple (Kelham). 

Length about 8*5 inches; tail 4, the outer feathers 2 inches 
longer than the middle pair ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus *35. 

Distribution. The Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo, 
ranging into Tenasserim as far north as Mergui and Hwalabo 
mountain. 

Habits, ^e. similar to those of M. eoronata. 
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1088. ILacropteryx comata. The Tufted Tree-Swift. 

Cypselus comatus, Te^nm. PL Col. 268 (1824). 

Macropteryx comata, Blythf Cat. p 87; Oates j B B, ii, p. 14; 
Sartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 617. 

Dendrochelidon comata, Hotsf. ^ M. Cat. i,p. 110; S. F. iii, 

p, 318; td. Cat. no. 104 bis, Hume Bav, 8 F. ti, p 51. 

Coloration, Male. Crown, nape, throat, sides of neck just behind 
ear-coverts, and upper and under wing-coverts metallic purplish 
blue ; narrow frontal baud, long supercilia, chin, and broad mous- 
tachid stripes, extending back below and beyond the ear-coverts, 
white ; lores black ; ear-coverts chestnut ; wing and tail-feathers 
blackish, glossed with purplish blue ; back, rump, upper tail-coverts, 
breast, and abdomen brown, glossed with bronze ; lower tail-coverts 
white. 

In the female the ear-coverts are metallic blue. The young has 
probably brown and white edges to the feathers. 

Crest small ; superciliary and moustachial stripes ending behind 
in long tufts. Bill black; irides dark brown ; legs and feet purplish 
pink {Davisort). 

Length about 6*3 inches ; tail 3, the outer feathers exceeding 
the middle pair by 1*5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus *25. 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula and Archipelago, including Celebes 
and the Philippines, extending into the extreme south of Tenasserim 
as far as Ghoungthanoung, 90 miles south of Mergui. 


Suborder CAPRIMULGL 

Csdca, present and functional. Oil-gland nude. Palate schizo- 
gnathous, the vomer truncated behind; basipterygoid processes 
present. Sternum with a broad shallow incision on each side 
behind. Semitendinosus muscle present. Aftershaft to feathers 
very small. 

Nest none : the eggs, generally twn in number, are laid on the 
ground and (doubtless because of the protection thereby afforded) 
differ from those of all other Macrochires by being coloured. The 
young are hatched helpless, but covered with down. All members 
of this suborder are crepuscular and nocturnal. 

A single family. 
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Family CAPEIMULGID^. 

Bill short, weak and flexible; gape very wide. Nostrils 
tubular. Wings long, the second quill generally 
the longest. Middle toe long, the claw (in the 
typical forms) pectinated on the inside. Fourth 
(outer) toe with only 4 phalanges. Plumage soft 
and finely mottled. 

This family is found in nearly all tropical and 
temperate regions. Two genera are Indian, both 
belonging to the typical section, with a pectinated 
claw to the middle toe. 

Fig 53 
Left foot of 
C, ahiatiGUh 

Key to the Genera, 

Strong rictal bristles ; no eaMufts CAnuMULOtrs, p. 183. 

No rictal bristles ; ear-tufts present ........ Lyncobnis, p. 192. 

G-enus CAPRUCXThaUS, Linn. 1766. 

W'ing long and pointed, first primary shorter than second and 
generally than the third ; tail long, more or less rounded. Sexes 
generally distinguished by the presence of white spots on the 
wings and tail in males ; represented by bufi or rufous spots, or 
else wanting altogether, in females and young birds. 3m some 
species, however, the sexes are alike. Strong rictal bristles^ 
generally white at the base. No ear-tufts. 

The range is that of the family. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Tarsus almost naked. 
a\ No distinct black streaks on hack, 
a". Outer tail-feathers tipped white in cJ y 

hufl* in 2 G, mahrattensis^ p. 184* 

h’\ Outer tail-feathers white throughout 
except at tip in <? , banded and mottled 

throughout in J C. monticola^ p. 185. 

y. Distinct but narrow black streaks on back C asiatieus^ p. 186. 
h. Greater part or whole of tarsus feathered ; 
back with black streaks or spots 
y. Two outer pairs of tail-feathers tipped 
white in S . 

o”. Black shaft-stripes in middle of crown 
only. 

o®. A white spot in on first three 
piiniaries ; tarsi three-quarters 
leathered C, p. 387* . 
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b^. A white spot in ^ on first four 
primaries ; tarsi feathered through- 
out C, macrurm, p, 188 

dl\ Black spots over nearly whole crown . C, atidamanicfus^ p. 190* 

d\ Four outer pairs of tail-feathers with 

suhterminal white spots in cl O, indicxis^ p. 190. 

The habits of all IN'ightjars are similar* They rest usually on 
the ground amongst vegetation or stones during the day, and issue 
forth at dusk to feed. Their food consists of insects, and largely 
of beetles, which they capture, chiefly at all events, on the wing. 
Their flight is noiseless and tolerably rapid. From time to tune 
they settle on the ground, on a stump of a tree, or a branch, or on 
a stone, and thence utter a peculiar rather monotonous reiterated 
note, which varies much in different species. When a Nightjar 
perches it selects a branch of considerable size, and sits as a rule 
longitudinally, not across bke an ordinary passerine bird, and 
whenever it alights it rests with its whole body on the ground or 
perch. Besides their calls most Nightjars have a chuckimg note, 
uttered during flight. 

The following terms are generic and apply to all Nightjars : — 
Chijppak or Cliapjoa, H. ; commonly Dah-churt or Bahhak (dahna to 
crouch) and Andha-chinya (blind-bird) ; Kdpu^ Mahr. ; As Jcappri 
f/adu, Tel., also Kappa pitta (frog-bird) ; Bmhasa, Bahasa^ OmereL 
liya^ Cing. ; Fathehai (roadside-bird), Pay-mamta% (devil-bird), 
Tamul in Ceylon ; Tamot^ Lepcha ; WapaUhai^ Naga ; Enetnpyin^ 
Burmese, 

1089. CaprimulgiLS mahrattensis. ^uhes\ Kightjai\ 

Caprimulgus mahrattensis, SyTzes, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 83 ; zd. J. A. S. B, 
hi, p. 432 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat i, p 114,* Blyth, Ibis, 1862, pp. 304, 386 j 
JerdoTij B. L i, p. 197 ; Stoliczka, J, A. 8. B, xli, pt. 2, p. 232 ; 
Sayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1878, p. 406 ; Eume, 8 P. i, p 167 ; xii, p. 455 ; 
id. Cat. no. 113 ; C. M. T, ^ Q, F. L, Marshall, 8, F, lii, p. 331 ; 
Fairhank, 8, F, iv, p. 254 , Blanford, Fast, Fers, li, p. 128 ; Butler, 
8, F, vii, p. 181 j ix, p 381 ; Fozg, 8 F. viii, p. 372 ; Bames, Birds 
Bom, p. 92 ; id. Jour. Bom. N, H, 8oc. iv, p. 8, pi fig. 113 (egg) ; 
Ooites in Burners N. ^ F. 2nd ed. lii, p. 49 ; Jlarte^t, Cat, B, M, 
xvi, p. 661. 

, Caprimulgus arenarius, Blyth, J.A, 8 B, xv, p. 21 (1846), 

Coloration, Male, Greneral tint of the upper parts sandy grey, 
mottled and vermiculated with but few and small black streaks 
and spots, none on the back, whilst those on the head and 
scapulars consist of transverse spots, each produced in the middle 
down the shaft of a feather, the rest of the feather buff ; sometimes 
there is a collar of buff spots, but this is often inconspicuous ; 
much buff on the wing-coverts ; a large white spot on the middle 
of the first three primaries ; middle tail-feathers pale bu% grey, 
with distinct but very broken and irregular blacksh cross bars ; 
two outermost pairs with pure white ends l^-ll inches long; 
lower parts fulvous grey with dusky mottling, a white spot on 
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the throat, and the abdomen distinctly barred ; lower tail-coverts 
buff, without bars. 

The female has the white tips to the outer rectrices shorter than 
in the male, and often sullied and mottled ; the spots on the 
primaries are generally buff. 

Legs and feet pale fleshy brown ; claws black ; bill and irides 
dark bro\\Ti {Eiime), 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*2 ; wing 7 ; tarsus, only feathered at the 
base, *8, 

Distribution. Throughout North-western India, extending west- 
ward to Afghanistan and Baluchistan, eastward to Upper Bengal 
(Jerdon obtained a specimen near Garagola, south of Purneah) and 
south to Belgaum, but rare except in Sind and the neighbouring 
provinces. 

Habits^ ^c. This Nightjar is chiefly met with on sandy ground. 
It breeds in Sind about May and June, and perhaps at other 
seasons. The eggs are pale grey or greyish lilac, spotted and 
blotched with pale sepia-brown, and measure about 1*13 by *80. 

1090. Caprimulgus monticola. Franklin's Nightjar. 

Caprimulgus mouticolus, Franklin, F. Z. 8. 1831, p 116 ; Blgth, 
Cat. p. 84; Jfforsf ^ M. Cat i, p. 114; Jerdon, B. 1. 1, p. 198; 
JBeavan, Ibis, 1865, p 406, 1869, p. 406 , Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 342 ; 
Adam, 8 F i, ^ SH ; Ball, 8. P. ii, p. 885 ; vii, p. 203 ; Godw.-- 
Avjst J. A 8. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 153 ; JBlyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 83; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 456; x, p 349; xi, p. 40; td. Cat 
no. 114 ; Butler, 8. F. v, p. 227 ; ix, p. 881 ; Davison, 8, F. v, 
p. 453 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. P. vi, p. 59 : Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 48 ; 
Bingham, ibid. p. 161 ; Davidson, 8 JP. x, p 296 ; Macgregar, 
ibid p. 436 ; Oates, B. B ii, p. 18 ; id in Hume’s N. F. 
2nd ed. ni, p. 51 ; C. H T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 409 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 92 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 43 ; iv, p. 8, 
pi. fig. 114 (egg) ; Hartert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 647. 

Coloration. Male. General colour above brown or brownish grey, 
with indistinct black markings and with rufous edges and spots on 
the scapulars and wing-coverts ; no black stripes on the back ; a 
partial collar of buff spots, sometimes inconspicuous ; tail-feathers 
with distinct blackish cross-bands ; a large white spot or band in 
the middle of the first four primaries; two outer pairs of tail- 
feathers entirely white except at the tip ; a white spot on the 
throat, the white feathers with dark tips, some rufous spots on the 
breast ; rest of lower parts to breast mottled brown, the abdomen 
and lower tail-coverts buff, with bars on the former only. 

The female has no white on the tail-feathers, which are all 
barred throughout, and the spots on the first four primaries are 
rufous buff. 

Bill and gape pale brown ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet pale 
fleshy brown (BingTiam). 

Length about 10 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus, almost entirely 
naked, *82. 
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Distyihiition. Throughout the greater part of India, from Sdmbbar 
in Bajputana, Mount Abu and Kattywar to Mysore (but not 
apparently further south, nor in Ceylon); also throughout the 
Lower Himalayas, in Burma locally as far south as Amherst, in 
Cochin China and Southern China. 

Habits, This bird is badly named, for it is by no means a 
hill species ; its especial haunt appears to be thin forest. In the 
more jungly parts of the Southern Central Provinces I found it by 
far the commonest Nightjar. The call is very similar to that of 
0, asiaticus. The eggs are usually cream-coloured, spotted and 
blotched with faint purple and pale brown, and measure about 
1-16 by -84. 

1091. Caprimulgns asiaticus. The Coynmon Indian Nightjar, 

Caprimulgus asiaticus, Lath. Ind. Om. li, p. 588 (1790) ; Gray in 
Mardw. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. B4; Blyth, Cat p. 83; Horsf. ^ M. 
Cat. i, p. 115 ; Jerdon, M. I. i, p. 157 ; StoUe^haf J A.8B. xli, 
pt. 2, p. 232 ; Holdsworth, P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 421 ; Adam, 8. F. i, 
p. 371 ; James, ibid. p. 419; Butlet, 8. F. iii, p. 455 ; ix, p. 380; 
Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 83 ; Hume 4' Hav. 8. F. vi, p. 59 ; 
Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 203 ; Huyne, Cat. no. 112 ; Legge, Birds CeyJ. 
p. 343 ; Vidal, 8. F, ix, p. 48 , Bingham, ibid. p. 150 ; Beid, 8. F. 
X, p. 20 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 17 ; id. in Humds N. 4' F. 2nd ed. iii, 
p, 48 , Barnes, Birds Bom p 91 ; id Jour. Bomb. N. H. 8oc. iv, 
p, 7, pi. fig. 112 (egg) ; Sartert, Cat B. M. x\i, p. 558. 


Fjg. 54. — Head of C. asiaticus, 1. 

Coloration. Upper parts yellowish grey, with little or no rufous 
tinge ; black elongate spots on the middle of the crown, and very 
narrow black shaft-stripes on the back ; a broad buffi collar broken 
by dusky markings ; scapulars richly marked with large black 
spots and broad bright buffi edges ; large buff patches on the wing- 
coverts, first four primaries each with a white spot in the middle ; 
middle tail-feathers like upper plumage, but with ill-marked 
narrow black cross-bars, outer two pairs tipped white, the outer- 
most pan* have frequently the outer webs brown at the tip, but 
edged with buffi throughout; lower plumage bufE, indistinctly 
barred with brown, the breast and throat mottled also; under 
tail-coverts unbarred ; a narrow buJfy-white moustachial stripe and 
a white spot on the throat, the feathers tipped buffi and black* 
Sexes alike. 

Bill fiesh-colour at base, the upper mandible reddish, tip dark 
brown ; irides brown ; legs and feet pinkish brown. 
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Length about 9*5 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus, unfeathered except 
on the uppermost part, *8. 

Distribution, From Sind and the Punjab throughout India and 
Ceylon, and in Burma as far south as the neighbourhood of 
Moulmein, but not in the higher hills nor in large forests. The 
commonest Indian species. 

Habits, ^c. This is a bird of the plains and of open and 
cultivated country, of groves, and gardens and low jungle. It 
is commonly found near habitations. The call, constantly heard 
at night, has been aptly compared to the sound made by skimming 
a stone over ice, the note being repeated slowly at first, then much 
more quickly. There is also, as usual, a chuckling note, uttered by 
the bird on the wing. The eggs, two in number, pinkish stone to 
deep salmon-pink in colour, with faint purplish blotches and 
brownish spots, are laid at various times from April to July in 
iNTorthern India, but earlier in Southern India and Ceylon, and in 
IChandesh in July, August, and September. They measure about 
1*04 by *77. 

1092. Caprinmlgus europsens. T7te European Nirjhtjar, 

Caprimulms europmus, Linn. Syst. Nat, i, p. 346 (1766); Blanf. 
Hast, Pet'S, ii, p. 127 ; id. Ibis, 1877, p. 260 ; Scully, J, A. S. B. 
Ivi, pt. 2, p. 79. 

Caprimulgus unwini, Hume, Ibis, 1871, p 406 ; %d. S, F, iii, p. 407 , 
IV, p. 601 ; id Cat. no. Ill bis ; Cock Marsh. S. F. i, p. 360 ; 
Butler, 8. F. vii, p. 175 ; Doig, 8. F, viii, p. 372 ; Barnes, 8. F. 
IX, pp. 216, 463 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 48 ; 1882, p. 270 , 8cuUy, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 428 ; Bai nes. Birds Bom p. 90 ; 8t. John, Ibis, 
1889, p. 166 ; Oates in Hume's N. B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 47 ; Hartert 
(0. europsei subsp.), Oat. B. M. xvi, p. 628. 

Coloration, Male, Upper surface greyish brown, paler and 
greyer in Eastern specimens ; long black spots in the middle of the 
crown and shaft-stripes on the back and rump; some elongate 
black spots with buff or whitish borders on the scapulars and 
huffy-white patches on the wing-coverts : a few buff streaks on 
the sides of the neck ; first three quills each with a large rounded 
white spot beyond the middle ; tail-feathers with ill-marked 
blackish cross-bars, the two outer pairs with white ends ; a large 
white patch on the throat ; chin, throat, and breast greyish brown 
mottled ; lower breast, abdomen, and under tail-coverts buff with 
dark bars, which become more distant posteriorly and sometimes 
disappear on the under tail-coverts. 

The female wants the white spots on the outer reetrices, and 
those on the quills are buff or wanting. 

Bill and irides black ; legs reddish brown. 

Length about 10 ; tail 5 ; wing 7 ; tarsus, about three-fourths 
feathered in front, *7. 

Distribution, A migratory bird, passing the summer and breeding 
in temperate parts of Europe and Asia, and wintering in Africa 
and South-western Asia. In winter this Nightjar visits the 
Punjab, Sind, and occasionally part of the N.W . Provinces, there 
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being an immature specimen in the Hume collection from Etawah ; 
in summer it breeds m Kashmir, Gilgit, Afghanistan, Persia, &c. 

The Eastern form of this Nightjar, C* unwini, which occurs in 
India, is slightly paler and greyer and a little smaller than the 
ordinary European bird, whilst the Western European variety 
found in England is darker. If, as usually happens, the extreme 
forms are compared, there is a considerable difference, but many 
Eastern European skins are nearly as pale as (7. umvinL 

Habits, Those of the genus. The eggs, usually two in 
number, are laid m May or June, and have been taken in the 
former month by Colonel Marshall at Murree. They are glossy, 
white, greyish white, or buff, blotched or marbled with pale purplish 
grey, spotted on the surface with pale sepia-brown, and they 
measure about 1*22 by *85. They are laid m a small hollow on 
the bare ground. The note of this species is a whirring sound. 

1093. Capriruulgus macrurus. HorsJieWs Nightjar. 

Caprimidgua macrourus, Horsf. Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 142 (1821) ; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 83 , Hoi'sf M Cat. i,p 112 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 195; 
Blyth Wald. Birds Biirm. p. 83 ; Hume Bam. S. F. vi, pp. 68, 
498 ; Cripps, S F. vii, p, 258 ; Bingham, S F ix, p. 150. 

CaprimulgUKS macrurus, Blyth, J. A. 8 B. xiv, p. 204 ; Hume, S^F, 
111 , p. 46; XI, p. 39; id Cat. no. 110; Andeis. Yunnan JEvped., 
Aves, p 588 ; Oates, B. B li, p. 20 ; id. in Humds N. F. 2nd 
ed. iii, p. 45 ; Hartei't, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 537 

Oaprimulgus albonotatus, Tickell, J A. 8. B. ii, p. 580 (1833); 
Blyth, Cat p 83; Jerdon, B. 1 i, p. 104; Beavan, Ibis, 1865, 
p. 406 , Qodxo.-Aust J. A. 8. B xxxix, pt. 2, p 266, xlv, pt 2, 
p. 68 , Bulger, Ibis, 1869, p. 155 ; Wald in Blythes Birds Burm. 
p. 83 , Hume, 8 F. hi, p 45 ; Cat. no 109 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, 
p. 203 , Cripps, ibtd, p 257 : Beid, 8. F. x, p. 19 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 19 , id. in Harness N. Sr E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 43 ; C. H. T. Marshall, 
Ibis, 1884, p. 409 ; 8alvadori, Ann Mus. Civ Gen. (2) iv, p. 589 ; 
Hartert {subsp. 0. macruri), Cat B. M. xvi, p. 537. 

Oaprimulgus atripenms, Jendon, III. Ind. Orn. pi. 24 (1847) ; id. 
B. I. i, p. 196 ; HoldstaoHh, P. Z 8. 1872, p. 421 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 340; Ball, 8. F. vii, p 203 ; Hume^ Cat. no. Ill ; Bidler, 
8 F IX, p. 380 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 349 ; Macgregor, ibid. p. 486 ; 
Barnes, Birds Born p. 90; id Jour Bom. N. H. 8oc. iv, p. 7, 
pi. fig. Ill (egg) ; Oates in Hume's N. Sr F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 47 ; 
HarUrt, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 542. 

Oapiimulgus mahrattensis, apud Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xiv, p. 206 ; id. 
Cat p. 83 ; nec 8y'kes. 

Oaprimulgus sp., Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 236. 

The Large Bengal Nightjar, The Malay Nightjar, The Ghat Nightjar, 
Jerdon ; Ehallpecha, B, (Maunbhoom). 

Coloration. Mode. General colour above brown or brownish 
buff, varying much in depth of tint, the feathers very finely 
mottled ; crown paler and generally greyer than back and marked 
with elongate black spots in the middle, not at the sides ; a few 
black shaft-stripes on the backj a rufous tinge round the neck, but 
no distinct collar ; scapulars with large velvety-black spots and 
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some broad buff edges, wing-coverts spotted and stippled black 
and buff ; black cross-bars on the tail indistinct ; first foui' 
primaries T;^ith a white spot beyond the middle ; outer two pairs of 
tail-feathers with white tips l|-2 inches long; a large white spot 
on the throat, the white feathers tipped buff and black, sides of 
head more or less rufous; a whitish moustachial stripe; chin, 
throat, and breast mottled brown, darker or paler, with a few 
broader buff edges to the feathers , abdomen and lower tail- 
coverts buff, barred throughout, but the bars rather wider apart 
posteriorly. 

Female with the spots on the primaries and outer tail-feathers 
smaller and tinged with buff or rufous. 

Bill pinkish brown ; gape flesh-colour ; iris dark brown ; feet 
brown (Oates). 

Dimensions varying: in the large Northern form (0. alho~^ 
notatus\ length about 13 inches, tail 6*5-7, wing 8-9, tarsus *75 ; 
in the small Ceylonese race (G. atripennis)^ length 11, tail 5*5, 
wing 7, tarsus *7. The tarsus is feathered throughout. 

Somewhat to my surprise I find the South Indian and Ceylon 
C, atripennis identical with typical G. macrurus from Java (the 
original locality). It is a small bird of very dark colour, the 
primaries without any rufous markings in adult males. The large 
pale G. alhonotatus of Northern India, with a buff-coloured, finely 
and very neatly stippled crown, the breast scarcely darker than 
the abdomen, and imperfect rufous bars at the base of all 
primaries, is, at first sight, a very different bird ; but, as Hume 
has pointed out, every intermediate gradation may be found in 
the Himalayas, Assam, and Burma. These intermediate forms 
have been described by Jerdon and other Indian ornithologists as 
0. macrurus. Such intermediate forms are rare in Peninsular 
India, though there is considerable variation: thus there is a 
Nilgiri skin in the Hume collection the size of G. atripennis., but 
with the coloration of G. aTbonotatus. I therefore look upon this 
as one of the cases in which a large pale form inhabiting Northern 
India passes into a small dark variety to the southward on both 
sides of the Bay of Bengal. 

Distribution. The large pale form (G. alhonotatus) is found 
throughout the Himalayas at low elevations, in the North-west 
Provinces, Bengal, Chutia Nagpur, and Raipur, and in Burma. 
Intermedkte forms between the large pale G. albomtatus and the 
small dark G. macrurus occur from the Eastern Himalayas to 
Tenasserim, Siam, and China. Typical G. macrw^us ranges 
through the Malay Peninsula and Archipelago to Queensland and 
New G-uinea, and also (as G. atripennis) inhabits Ceylon and 
Southern India as far north as the Godavari to the eastward and 
Belgaum to the west, ' 

Habits^ ^c. All the varieties are chiefly forest birds, though 
occurring in Northern India in wooded parts of cultivated country. 
The call of this species is compared by several observers to the 
Sound made by stalking a plank with a ha mm er ; a low chirp is 
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also uttered during flight. The breeding-season is from March to 
May, and two eggs £U’e laid, varying m tint from pale salmon or 
buff to lilac-grey, with pale purplish blotches and a few brown 
spots. They measure l-OS-1-3 by •85-*95. 

1094. Caprimnlgns andamanicus. The Andaman Nightjar. 

Caprimulgus andamanicus, JSume, 8. F i, p. 470 ; ii, pp. 162, 493 , 
id Cat. no 110 his; Oates m Hume’s N. & JE. 2nd ed. iii, p 46* 
Hartei't, Cat B. M. xvi, p. 543. ’ 

Caprimulgus macniius, apud Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 131 ; nec Horsf. 

Coloration very similar to that of (7. macwus, but the black 
spots on the crown are broader, more numerous, and not confined 
to the middle ; the mottling of the feathers throughout is coarser, 
the buff edges of the scapulars narrower and less conspicuous. 
The upper plumage in general much resembles that of (7. indicm. 
The white spots on the primaries are small and often rufous on 
the edges, and the white tips to the outer tail-feathers are shorter 
than in G. macrurus. In the female there are no larger rufous 
patches on the primaries, only narrow rufous bands and spots. 

Length about 11 ; wmg 7 ; tail 5*2 ; tarsus, feathered through- 
out, *6. 

Distmhution, The Andaman Islands. 

Habits, So far as known, those of the genus. One of 
Mr. Davison’s men obtained the eggs, two m number, on April 12th ; 
they were very regular ovals, a delicate salmon-pink, “ mottled, 
streaked, and ornamented with zigzag and hieroglyphic lines of a 
darker and somewhat purphsh pink. They measure 1*07 and 1*13 
in length and *85 m width.” 

1095. Caprimulgus indictis. T7ie Jungle Nightjar. 

Oapidmulgus indicus, Latham, Ind. Oim. li, p. 588 (1790) ; Gray in 
Hardio. 111. Ind. Zool. i, p. 34; Blyth, J. A. 8. B xiv, p, 208; 
Jerdon, 111. Ind. Om. pi M j Blyth, Cat. p 82 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. 
i, p 113 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 192 ; ^oliczka, J. A. 8. B. xxzvii, 
pt. 2, p. 19 ; Butler, 8. F. ni, p. 454 ; v, pp. 218, 227 ; ix, p. 380 ; 
Blyth, Birds Burm p. 83 ; Morgan, Ibis, 1875, p. 313 j Fairbank. 
8. F. iv, p. 254 ; Davidson ^ Wend. 8. F. vii, p. 77 ; Ball, ibid. 
p. 202; Hume, Cat no. 107 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 48; Davidson, 
8 F X, p. 294; C H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p 409; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p, 89 ; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. i, p. 61 ; iv, p. 7, pi 
fig. 107 ; Oates in Hume's N. df F 2nd ed. iii, p. 40. 

Caprimulgus cinerascens, Vieill. Tahl. Enc. MHh. p. 545 (1823) ; id. 
Nouv. Diet dHist. Nat. x, p. 283. 

Caprimulgusjotaka, Temm. ^ 8chleg. Faun. Jap , Aves, p. 37, pi. 12 
(1847) ; Wald, in Blyth' s Birds Burm. p. 83 ; Godw.^Aust, 
J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 153 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 68 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. 

vi, p. 66; Hume, Cat. no. 107 bis; id. 8. F. xi, p. 38; 8cully, 8. F. 
viii, p. 236 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 21 ; Hariert, Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 562. 

Caprimulgus kelaaxti, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xx, p. 175 (1851) ; Jerdon, 
B. I. i, p. 193; Holdswoi'th, P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 421 ; Morgan, Ibis, 
1875, p. 314 , Hume ^ Bomdillon, 8. F. iv, p. 381 ; Hume, 8. F. 

vii, p, 203 ; id. Cat. no, 108 ; Legge, Birds Oeyl. p. 337 ; Butler, 
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S, F. ix, p 380 ; Fammn, S F, x, p. 348 , Terry, ibid. 470 , 
Oates 171 Hume^s N ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 41 ; Hartert (0. jotaJrse 
suhsp.'), Cat. B. M. xvi, p. 555. 

The Jungle Nightjar, The Neilgherry Nightjar, Jerdon. 

Coloration. Male. General colour above dark brown, more 
spotted and blotched with black than other Indian species ; crown, 
nape, and back with black spots and streaks throughout; a 
partial collar of bufE spots, sometimes obsolete ; the black patches 
on the scapulars generally distinct, but the buff edgings broken 
up ; rounded, fulvous or whitish spots on the wing-coverts ; black 
cross-bands on tail generally well-marked ; first four primaries 
with a white spot, that on first primary very small ; aU the tail- 
feathers except the middle pair with a subterminal white band, 
the extreme tip dusky or black; a large white spot forming a 
band across the throat, and a buff moustachial stripe; chin to 
breast very dark, with a few buff or whitish spots ; abdomen and 
lower tail-coverts buff, banded with darker brown, dosely in front, 
more distantly behind. 

Female. No white tips to tail-feathers ; spots on the primaries 
small and rufous ; throat-band buff. 

Bill vinous brown, paler at the gape, the tip black ; iris deep 
brown ; legs and feet vinous brown. 

Dimensions variable: in a large Assamese bird {0, jotaka), 
length 12'5, tail 5*6, wing 8*5, tarsus *65 ; in small Ceylon speci- 
mens (0. helaarti), length about 10*5, tail 5*25, wing 7*25, tarsus ’B, 
Tarsus feathered throughout. 

Hume and others have shown that although typical G. helaarti 
from Ceylon is greyer and smaller than ordinary Indian speci- 
mens (0. indicus), it is impossible to distinguish them. Hima- 
layan and Assamese specimens are larger still, and Japanese 
typical G. jotaha largest of all, but there is a complete gradation, 
and all appear to belong to one species. According to Hume 
there is a difference in the call between G. jotaha and G. indncm 
(G. helaarti) ; but it is difficult to find any distinctive character m 
the birds. 

Distribution. !Prom the Amur and Japan to Cochin China, 
Malacca, Java, Borneo, and New Guinea ; and locally throughout 
India and Ceylon, this Nightjar being found in the lower Himar 
layas, the Punjab, Mount Abu, the forest tracts of the Indian 
Peninsula, and especially the hills of Southern India and Ceylon, 
and scattered sparingly throughout Burma. 

ffdbits, ^6. In many places this bird is said to be migratory. 
It is especially a forest form, appearing at the edge of forest in 
the evening, and uttering its call in the twilight. The breeding- 
season in India appears to be generally from March to May, 
but eggs have been taken at Eaipur in August — ^much like 
those of other Nighffiars, salmon-coloured to creamy-white with 
pale purplish and darker brown markings, and they measure about 
1*15 by *86. 
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Genus LYNCORNIS, Gould, 1835. 

This genus is distinguislied from Gapnomdgus bv the want of 
rictal bristles and the presence of ear-tufts or aigrettes, consisting 
of a few elongate feathers just above and behind the ear-coverts. 
Sexes ahke. About six species are known, ranging from Southern 
India to New Guinea, but only one occurs within our area. 


1096. Lyncomis cerviniceps. The Great Eared Eighijar, 

Lyncornis cer\iniceps, Gmtld^ Icon, Av. pt. ii, pi. 14 (1838) , 

J, A, 8 B xiv, p 209; Jerdorif Ibis, 1871, p 3o6; Blyth 
Wald B'Tids Barm, p 82; Hume, 8. F ii, pp. 102, 469 ; xi, p 40 , 
%d Cat. no. 114 bis ; Hume Inglis, 8. F. v, p. 17 , Davison, ibid. 
p. 464 ; Wardl. Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 459 ; Hume «§* Dav. 8. F 
\i, p. 60 ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 151 , Oates, B. B. li, p. 22 ; id. 
in Mnmds E ^ E. 2nd ed. in, p 52 ; HarteH, Cat. B. M xvi, 
p. 604. 

Eurostopodus cerviniceps, Blyth, Cat p 82. 

Lyncomis bom’diUoni, Hume, 8. F iii, p. 302 , id. Cat. no 114 ter ; 
Hume <5* Bourd. 8. F iv, p. 382 

Arakan , Din-hoo^iah, Ass>ani. 



Fig. 65.— Head of L cei'VimLeps, \ 


Coloratim. General colour above rich brown, the surface 
beautifully mottled; crown and nape buff, finely venniculated 
with black, and with a few black oval spots in the middle ; sides 
of head and chin black, the feathers with rufous edges ; ear-tufts 
black, tipped the colour of the crown ; back and rump buff, mixed 
with black and chestnut ; scapulars buff and black mixed down 
the middle, with a band of black and chestnut in larger blotches 
on each side; wing-coverts black and chestnut mixed; quills 
black, with broken bands of rufous and black above, buff and 
black below ; tail with alternating bars of buff and grey, each 
mottled with black ; a large white spot on the throat ; fore-neck, 
like chin, breast, and abdomen, buff, with black bars. 

Bill light horn-colour ; iris dark brown ; legs and feet brownish 
fleshy. 

Length about 16 ; tail 8 ; wing 12 ; tarsus 0-75. 

Distribution. Throughout Burma in evergreen forests near hiHs, 
extending south into the northern part of the Malay Peninsula, 
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find north to Manipur, Upper Assam, and Cachar, where this 
burd is common in August and September only. A specimen is 
said by Jerdon to have been obtained in the Teesta Valley, Sikhim, 
and a large Nightjar, probably this species, has been noticed in 
the Andaman Islands. The only other locality is the Travancore 
hills, where specimens were shot by Mr. Bourdillon. The first 
obtained was regarded by Mr. Hume as distinct on account of its 
small size, but other skins show that there is no constant difference 
of importance. 

Eahits, ^6*. Very similar to those of Oajprimulgus^ except that 
L. cerviniceps has been found by Major Bingham roosting in caves 
in the daytime. Hume had suggested the probability of this 
being the case. This bird appears soon after sundown, according 
to Blyth and Davison, flying at a considerable height at first, 
then nearer the ground, and capturing the insects on which it 
feeds. The note is a characteristic full clear trisyllabic whistle, 
uttered on the wing or from a perch. A single egg, found by 
Davison on January 10th, was a long cylindrical oval, cream- 
coloured, with irregular blotches of pale lilac-grey, looking as if 
they were beneath the surface (a common character of Capri- 
mulgine eggs). It measured 1*65 by 1'18. It was laid on the 
ground in a slight depression, without any nest. 


Suborder POBARGI, 

Athough these birds are distmguished from the GaprimuLgi by 
having a desmognathous palate, no basipterygoid processes nor 
oil-gland, by the possession of a powder-down patch on each side 
of the rump, and by widely different nidification, the Urogmouths, 
as they are called, are generally regarded as much more nearly 
allied to Nightjars than Swifts are. The sternum has a low keel 
and a pair of deep incisions on each side of the posterior border. 
The stomach is muscular. The nest is either built of twigs, or 
else is a pad or cup of down, leaves, moss, &c. placed on a branch, 
and the eggs are one or two in number, white and glossless. Young 
hatched helpless and downy. Habits nocturnal and insectivorous. 

A single family. 

Family PODAUGIDiE, 

Bill large, depressed, extremely broad, much more solid than 
in Caprimulgidoe^ curved, and the tip hooked. Base of the bill 
overhung by large numbers of bristly feathers, concealing the 
nostrils, which are narrow slits protected by membrane. 

voii. m. o 
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This family inhabits the Oriental and Australian regions ; one 
genus is Indian. 

Oenus BATEACHOSTOmiS, Oould, 1838. 

Wings rounded, short, 4th and 5th quills longest. Tail longy 
graduated. No rictal bristles, but there are conspicuous bristly 
feathers at the base of the bill ; tufts of the same in front of the 
eyes, and ear-tufts, with biistles at the ends of the feathers. Tarsus 
short ; feet small, middle toe elongate. Sexes in most species very 
different in plumage. 

This genus, which is nearly allied to the Australian Podargus^ 
inhabits the greater part of the Oriental region, and comprises 
about nine species, of which three occur within Indian limits. 


Key to the Species, 


a. General colour speckled greyish brown. 
a\ Crown with irregular black blotches; 

wing 5*3 

b\ Crown without distinct black marks; 

wing 4*5^ 

Crown with small black spots, each ter- 
minating behind in a whitish ^eck . . . 
5, General colour chestnut. 
d'. Scapulars with large white black-bordered 
patches ; no white on wing-coverts, 

a'’. Wing 5*3 , colour bright 

b’'. Wing 4*6 ; colour dull 

d. Scapulars ending in small black and buff 
spots ; white spots on wmg-coverts .... 


B. hodgsoni cf , p. 194. 
B. affinis c? , p. 196. 

B, moniligerS i p. 196. 


B. hodgsoni 5 j P* 194^ 
B. affinis 2 > p» 196. 

B, moniliger 2*, p. 196. 


1097. Batrachostomus hodgsonL Eodgson’s Frogmouih, 

Batrachostomus affinis, apud Blythj J. A, S, B. xviii, p. 806 {nee 
xvi, p. 1180); Wald&ij IbiSj 1876, p. 355; Tweeadale, IbiSf 

1877, p. 388, partim , id, P. Z, S, 1877, p. 426, pt. ; Oates, B. B, ii, 
p. 15, pt. ; jSa%adoriy Ann, Mus. Civ. Gen, (2) vii, p. 382 

Otothrix hodgsom, G, P, Gray, P, Z 8 1859, p. 101, pi. clii; 

Jerdon, B, I. i, p. 190 ; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 356 ; Hume, S, F. iv, p. 377. 
Batrachostomus castaneus, Hume, 8, F. ii, p. 849 ; vii, p. 148 ; 
Blcmf, Ibis, 1877, p 251 ; Tweeddale, %bid, p. 388 ; Hume, Ibis, 

1878, p. 120, 

Batrachostomus hodgsoni, Walden in BlytPs Birds Btirm p. 83 ; 
Hume, 8. F. vi, p. 53; xi, p. 34; td. Cat. no. 106; Oates %n 
Hume's N, §• E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 39 ; Hartert, Cat. B, M, xvi, 
p.642. 

Batrachostomus javensis, Godw,-Aust, J, A. 8, B, xlvii, pt. 2, p. 13 ; 
Hume, 8, F vii, p. 147. 

Sumbong, N5ga, Manipur. 

Coloration, Male, Upper surface brown, an mtimate mixture 
of black and rufous or buff ; supercilia whitish; crown and nape 
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with irregular black blotches ; a few smaller black spots on the 
back ; a whitish collar produced by white feathers with black cross- 
bands round the hind-neck; much white on the scapulars and 
whitish buff on the tertiaries ; quills brown, the outer webs and 
tips mottled and spotted with rufous-white; tail banded, paler 
and darker, the cross -bands with imperfect blackish-brown edges ; 
lower surface paler than upper, of rufous, white, and black mixed, 
white prevailmg on the abdomen ; a more or less distinct white 
band across the lower throat. 

Female. Eich chestnut throughout ; supercilia white ; chin, 
vent, and lower tail-coverts whitish ; a nuchal collar of white 
feathers banded with dark brown ; some of the scapulars, a band 
of feathers across the throat, and a second across the breast white 
with black borders ; tail with darker mottled cross-bands. 

Young very imperfectly known, probably each resembles an. 
adult of the same sex. 



Bill light madder ; irides marbled buff ; legs light madder tinged 
with violet (TT. Eamsa'y), 

Length about 10-5; tail 6; wing 5B; tarsus *65; width ^ of 
bill at gape 1'2. 

Bistnhution. Sikhim, at low elevations ; Ndga hills ; Manipur ; 
Toungngoo in Burma ; Karennee. Probably throughout the 
country from Sikhim to N'orthem Tenasserim, but apparently very 
rare. 

EaUtSj ^c. Scarcely known at all, but doubtless similar to those 
of other species. The stomach of a female brought to Mr. Hume 
in Manipur contained beetles. The breeding-season appears to 
be fipom April to June ; the nests are either circular pads or deep 
cups composed of moss, roots, or leaves and twigs, lined with 
grass or down, placed on a branch or the stem of a tree# The 
eggs, one or two in number, are glossless white, and measure' 
about 1*09 by *64. 
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1098. Batrachostoinxis aflinis. Blythes Frogmouth, 

Batracbostomus affinis, Blyth^ J A, S. JB, xvi, p. 1180 (1847) ; 
Tweeddale, P. Z. S. 1877, p. 426 (pt ), pi. xlv; td Ibis, 1877, 
p. 338; Eume, Ibis, 1878, p. 120, id Cat no. 105 ter ; Bingham, 
S F, 3 X, p 149 , Oates, B, B. li, p. 16, pt , EarteH, Cat B. M, 
x\i, p 643. ^ 

Podargus affinis, Blyth, Cat, p. 81. 

Coloration of both sexes very similar to that of B, liodgsoni, but 
the male of the present species has on the crown no black spots, 
but usually some minute white or bufp specks, and there is a 
reddish-brown collar above the whitish one, which is more 
distinct than in B. hodcjsoni. The breast too is more rufous. 
The female is darker and duller chestnut. The size is smaller : 
length about 8*6 ; tail 4-4 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus *55 ; breadth of 
gape 1*2. 

Distribution, The Malay Peninsula, Borneo, and probably 
Sumatra. A single specimen, apparently belonging to this species, 
was obtained by Major Bingham in the Meplay valley, south-east 
of Moulmein in Tenasserim. 

1099. Batrachostomus moniliger. The Ceylonese Frogmouth, 

Podargus 3 avaiiicus, apud Blyth, J, A, 8 B xi, p. 798. 

Podargus javaneusis, apud Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L, 8, xiii, pt. 2, 
p. 143 ; Blyth, J, A, 8, B xiv, p. 309 (nee Horsjield), 

Batrachostomus moniliger, Layard, Blyth, J, A, 8, B, xviii, p. 806 ; 
Bayard, A, M, N. 3, (2) xii, p. 165 ; Jerdon, B. L i, p. 189 ; 
Eoldm. P, Z, 8, 1872, p. 420 ; Begge, Ibis, 1874, p. 12 ; id. 8, F. 
iii, p. 198 ; Eume Board, 8 F, iv, p. 376 ; Tioeeddale, P, Z, 8, 
1877, p, 439, pis xlviii, xlix ; Eume, Cat no. 105 ; Begge, Birds 
Ceyl p. 331 ; Oates in Eume's N. §• F, 2nd ed. iii, p. 38 ; Eartert 
Cat B. M, xvi, p. 644. 

Batrachostomus pnnctatus, Evme, 8. F. i, p. 432 ; ii, p. 856 ; iii, 
p. 199; IV, p. 377; id. Cat, no. 105 bis; Blanford, Eis, 1877, 
p. 252 ; Tweeddale, ibid, p. 391 ; Eume, Ibis, 1878, p. 122. 

The Wynaad Frogmouth, Jerdon. 

Coloration, Male, G-eneral tint mottled grey, with a more or less 
rufous tinge; supercilia whitish; black spots, each terminated 
by a buffi speck, on the crown and back ; a white collar on the 
hind-neck; scapulars and tertiaries whitish, quills dark brown, 
with buffi or rufous spots on the outer webs ; tail with pale and 
dark cross-bands ; lower parts much like the upper, with an 
imperfect white gorget, and much wffiite ou the abdomen. 

Female. Dull rufous, like B, affinis $ ; supercdia pale; an 
indistinct white collar on the hind-neck; scapulars with very 
small subterminal black spots tipped with minute white specks ; 
some white spots at the ends of the wing-coverts ; beneath, the 
abdomen is much paler ; there is a band across the throat of 
feathers white at the end with a somewhat irregular subterminal 
black bar ; similar feathers are scattered over the abdomen. The 
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upper parts are usually more or loss mottled with blackish, and 
there are indications of cross-bars to the tail-feathers. Young 
birds are greatly mottled throughout. 

Bill olive-brown, the lower mandible paler ; irides yellow ; legs 
and feet fleshy grey (Legge), Tarsus feathered for the greater part 
of its length. 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 4*75 j tarsus *6 ; width of bill 
at gape 1*3. The type of B.jpunctatm was exceptionally small, 
tail 4, wing 4*3. 

Ihstnhution, Throughout Ceylon, in Travancore, and doubtless 
in the Wynaad. 

Habits^ <^e, A shy nocturnal bird, living in forest, and very 
seldom seen. Legge, in Ceylon, once found one sleeping perched 
across a bamboo in the daytime. When thus perched its bill was 
turned upwards and its eyes closed. Both Legge and Bourdillon 
noticed a loud chuckling cry, which they attributed to this bird, 
and both think this species less rare than it appears to be. 
Bourdillon obtained a young one and the nest in Travancore on 
February 24th ; the nest was a pad, 2^ inches broad, of dead 
leaves, fragments of bark, dry wood, and lichen interwoven with 
vegetable down, in the fork of a sapling about 15 feet from the 
ground. Fragments of the egg showed that it was pure white, 
smooth, and glossless. 



Order VII. TROGONES. 


The Trogons differ from all other birds in the structure of the 
feet. The first and second digits are turned backwards, and are 
supplied by the flexor lonyus and the third and fourth 

digits are directed forward and connected with th.e flexor 'perforayis 
dtqitorum. The two flexor tendons are united by a vinculum 
(fig. 58). 

Palate schizognathous (Porbes, P. Z. S. 1881, p. 886). Basi- 
pterygoid processes are present. Sternum with four notches on 
the posterior border ; manubrium long, slightly forked ; coracoids 
in contact. Oil-gland nude. Oseca present. Spinal feather-tract 
well-defined from nape to oil-gland, not forked. Aftershaft of 
contour-feathers large. No median wing-coverts. Ambiens 
muscle wanting. Plumage of the young nearly resembling that of 
the female. 

A single family. 



Pig. 67. — ^Bightfoot of Pig, 58. — Peep plantar tendons 

JSar$aotes erythroce^haim, \ of lyoaon puella (Garrod, 

P.Z. S. 1876, p. 345). 


FamUy TEOGONID^E. 

Bill short, strong, wide, the tip of the culmen hooked and 
toothed; nostrils and base of bill covered with well-developed 
bristles. Peet small, tarsi short. Tail-feathers 12 ; primaries 10. 
Plumage soft and dense ; skin very thin. 

This family is found in the Oriental and Ethiopian regions and 
in Tropical America. Only one genus, which is widely distributed 
in the Oriental region, is found within our limits. 
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Genus HAEPACTES, Swainson, 1837, 

Tail long, with broad feathers, squarely truncated in adults, 
pointed in young, the outer three pairs much graduated, Wing 
rounded, the inner primaries and secondaries very short. Tarsus 
half -feathered. Face naked at sides. 


Key to the Sjpeeies* 


a. Head and neck black; abdomen crimson. 

a'. A white band across breast 

h\ No white band 

b. Head red ; abdomen crimson 

Head yellowish olive ; abdomen orange. 

d. Head brown or brownish olive. 

c'. Abdomen brownish buff 

d'. Abdomen red or pink. 

Crown concolorous with back ; 

wing 5*7 

d". Crown darker than back; wing 

4*2 

e\ Abdomen yellow 


H.fasciatus S, p. 199. 

H, duvauceli Si p* 201. 

-ST. erythrocephalus S > p* 200. 
H. oresciics S > P* 202, 

H fasciatus 5 > p 199. 


H. erythrocephalus 5 , p. 200. 

H, dumuceli J , p. 201. 

HT. oresoim $ , p. 202. 


The habits of all the species are similar. All inhabit forests, 
and perch on trees, frequently on a large horizontal branch, on 
which the Trogon remains motionless and, with its gaudy breast 
concealed, but Httle likely to be seen. It flies out from time to 
time in pursuit of insects, chiefly beetles, moths, or cicadas, but it 
occasionally feeds on insects on the ground. Indian Trogons 
have not been observed to eat fruit, as some of the gorgeous 
American forms do. They are generally silent birds, but have 
peculiar soft calls, and also utter a mewing sound. Holes or 
hollow’s generally in rotten stumps or branches of trees are 
excavated for nests and are not lined ; the eggs are creamy white 
and glossy, and generally broadly oval in shape. 


1100. Harpactes fasciatus. The Malabar Trogon. 

Trogon fasciatus, Pennant, Ind. Zool. pi. iv (1769). 

Trogon duvaucelii, Tickell, J, A. S, B, ii, p, 680 (nec Temm.). 
Trogon malabaricus, Goidd, P. Z. 8. 1834, p. 26. 

Harpactes malabaricus, Sioains. Class. Birds, ii, p. 337 ; Jerdon, 
Madr. Jour, Z, 8. xi, p. 232. 

Harpactes fasciatus, Blyth, Cat. p. 80; Layard, A. M. N, -Ef. (2) 
xii, p. 171 ; Morsf ^ M. Cat. ii,p. 714 ; Jerdon, B. L i, p. 201 ; 
Holdsw, P, Z. 8. 1872, p. 422; Atme, 8. F, i, p. 432 ; vii, p. 607 ; 
id. Cat. no. 116 ; Ball, 8. F. iv, p. 231 ; v, p. 413 ; vii, p. 203 ; 

. Fforhanhy 8. F, iv, p. 264 ; v, p. 398 ; Bourdilhn, 8. F. iv, p. 382 ; 

- vii, p. 172; Thompson, 8. F. iv, p. 498; Legge, Birds Cegl. 

. p. 269, Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 381; Davison, 8. F. x, p, 349; 

Bai'nes, Birds Bom p. 93 ; Oates in JSumds N. ^ F. 2rLa ed. ii, 

. p. 340 ; OgUvie Grant, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 486. 

Kufni churi, H ; Kama, Mahr. ; Kakame hakki, Oan. ; Nawa nila 
Teurulla, Panuxm, kondea, Qinni huruUa, Oing. 

Coloration. Male. Head and neck aU round with upper breast 



200 


TEOGONIDiF. 


dull black or blackish grey ; back, scapulars, and coverts along 
forearm yellowish brown, slightly paler on the rump and upper 
tail-coverts ; wings black, the coverts away from the forearm, 
except the greater pnmary-co verts, tertiaries, and outer webs 
of secondaries, finely and closely barred with slightly undulating 
white lines ; the quills white at the base, and the outer webs of 
all primaries, except the first and a few of the last, with a white 
border; middle tail-feathers chestnut with a black tip, the 
remainder black, generally some chestnut on second and third 
pairs from middle, three exterior pairs with long white tips ; a 
white band between the black upper breast and the rest ot the 
lower parts, which are pale crimson, the lower tail-coverts paler stilL 

Female, Head, neck, and upper breast olive-brown, no white 
gorget ; rest of lower parts brownish bufi ; bars on wiog-coverts, 
tertiaries, and secondaries light brown, instead of white; tail- 
feathers as in immature males. 

Young males have the lower parts mixed with buff and white, 
the bars on the wings are fulvous, and the head and neck 
brownish. The 2nd and 3rd pairs of tail-feathers from the 
middle have more chestnut than m adults, this colour extending 
along the shafts and both borders. 

Bill deep blue; orbital skin smalt-blue; irides dark brown; 
feet light lavender-blue (Jerdon). 

Length 12; tail 6-75; wing 5; tarsus -6; bill from gape 1: 
females rather less. Ceylonese birds are smaller than Indian. 

Distribution. Local and rare throughout the forest country east 
of about 80° long., extending from Hazanb^h and Midnapur to 
south of the G-od^vari ; more common in the forests near the 
Malabar coast, ^from'Vestem Khandesh (whence both Lord Tweed- 
dale and Mr. Hume obtained specimens) to Cape Oomonn. This 
species does not occur in any part of the peninsula beyond the 
tracts mentioned, but is found generally distributed in Ceylon. 

Habits^ Those of the genus. The eggs have been taken in 
March, April, and May, and are usually three in number, ivory- 
white, and about 1*08 by *95 in dimensions. 

1101. Harpactes erythrocephalus. The Bed-headed Trogon, 

Trogon erythrocephalus, Gould, P. Z. S. 1834, p. 26. 

Harpactes erythrocephius, Swains. Class. Birds, ii, p. 337 ; Sume, 
Cat. no, 116; td. S, F. xi, p. 41; Oates, 8, F. viii, p. 164; 

Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 162 ; Sume 4 * Inglis, iM. p. 246 ; Oates, 

B. B. ii, p. 99 ; id. in KurMt's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, p. 339 ; Ogilvie 
Grant, Cat. B. M. xvii, p. 488. 

Harpactes hodgsom, Qovid, Mon. Trog. ed. i. pi. 34 (1838) ; Bhfth, 
Cat. p 80; Sorsf. 8^ M. Cat. ii, p. 713; Jerdon, B. 1. 1, p, 202 ; 
Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p 342 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 

p. 95 ; xliii, pt. 2, p. 177 ; Hume 4" Oates, 8 F. iii, p. 47 ; myth 

Wald. Birds jBwm.p. 82 ; Hume 4* Inglxs, 8. F. v, p, 18 ; Bing- 
ham, ibid. p. 82 ; Hume Sf Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 66. 

Buda-sohagin cf , Cuckcuchia 5, Beng. ; Hamesha piyara d always- 
beloved,’' not “ iways thirsty,” as translated by Jerdon), H. ; Sdkvor^ 
Lepcha ; Htat-ta»yu, Burmese. 
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Coloration, Male, Head and neck all round, and upper breast, 
deep crimson ; chin blackish ; remainder of lower parts bright 
crimson behind an ill-marked white gorget; back, scapulars, 
and wing-coverts along forearm ferruginous-brown, brighter and 
more rufous on rump and upper tail-coverts ; wnngs as in H, fas- 
datus ; middle tail-feathers rich chestnut, black-tipped, the next 
two pairs black, with usually part of the outer web chestnut ; 
outer three pairs black, with long white tips. 

Female, Head and neck all round, upper breast, back, and 
scapulars orange-brown, rump more rufous ; coverts and second- 
aries barred light brown and black ; lower parts red as in the 
male. The young of both sexes have the lower partvS from the 
breast white or bu:ff, wholly or in part. 



Pig. 59. — ^Head of H, erythrocephcduSy \ 


Bill bluish, tips of both mandibles and culmen black; gape 
and orbital skin purplish blue ; iris dull red ; legs pinkish (Oates). 

Length 13 ; tail 7*5 ; wing 5*8 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape 
I’l. Pemales rather less. 

Distribution. Himalayas as far west as Eastern Nepal, up to 
about 5000 feet elevation, also throughout Assam and the Burmese 
countries to the Malay Peninsula, in forest. 

Habits^ ^c. Like those of other species. The eggs, generally four 
in number and creamy white, are laid from March to July ; they 
measure about 1’14 by *95. 

1102. Harpactes duvauceli. The Bed-rum;ped Trogon, 

Trogon duvaucelii, Temm. FI, Col, pi. 291 (1824). 

H^actes rutilus, Gray, Gen, B, i, p. 71 (1845) ; Blythf Cat, p. 80 ; 
Morsf, ^ M, Cat. ii 712 (neo ViHU,), 

Hmactes duvauceli, Mume, S. F, iii, p. 318 ; id. Cat. no. 115 his ; 
Jaume ^ Dav, S. F, vi, pp. 68, 498 : Oates, B. B, ii, p. 101 ; Ogilvte 
Grant, Cat, B, M, xvii, p, 491. 

Coloration. Male. Whole head and neck jet-black; back, 
scapulars, and coverts along forearm orange-brown; rump and 
upper tail-coverts and lower plumage from throat crimson ; wings 
as in but the white bars wider apart; middle tail- 

feathers bright chestnut tipped with black, the next two pairs 
black, the three outer pairs black with long white tips. 
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Female, Head above dark olive-brown ; sides of head, chin, and 
throat rufous-brown ; back lighter rufous- brown, becoming orange- 
brown tinged with red on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; wing- 
coverts and secondaries barred with buff ; upper breast yellow- 
brown, passing into pink on the abdomen. In young birds the 
lower parts are chiefly buff. 

Tip and ridge of culmen and a narrow streak on each side 
horny black; gape and sides of bill cobalt-blue; irides dull 
brown ; orbital region smalt-blue ; legs and feet the same, varying 
in depth of hue (Davison), 

Length about 10 ; tail 5 ; wing 4*2 ; tarsus *4 ; bill from gape "9. 
Females a very little smaller than males. 

Distrihutioyi, Not uncommon in Southern Tenasserim, as far 
north as Tavoy, and throughout the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra 
and Borneo. 

1103. Haipactes orescins. Tlie Yellow-breasted Trogon, 

Trogon oreskios, Temm, FI, Col, pL 181 (1823). 

Harpactes oresMos, BlytJi, Cat,^, 80 ; JBCorsf, ^ M, Cat, li, p. 716 , 
Walden^ F, Z, 8, 1866, p 638; Sume OateSf 8, F, iii, p. 47 j 
Bingham^ 8, F, v, pp. 60, 82; ix, p. 162; Damson^ 8, F. v, 
p. 454; Bhime ^ Dao, 8, F, vi, pp. 66, 498; Sume, Cat, no. 
116 bis ; OateSf B. B. ii, p. 100 ; id, in Sume^s N, ^ E, 2nd ed. 
ii, p. 342 ; Ogihie Gi'ant^ Cat, B, M xvii, p 494. 

Orescius gouldi, Cab. | Heine, Mils. Hein, iv, pt. 1, p. 161 (1863) ; 
Bahadori, Ann, Mt/s, Civ Gen. (2) v, p. 501 

Harpactes orescius, BlytTx, Ibis, 1865, p. 32, Beavan, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 407 , Blyth Wald. Birds Buvfn. p. 82 ; Oates, 8, F, x, p. 186. 

Coloration, Male. Crown, nape, and sides of head yellowish 
olive ; hind-neck, chin, throat, and fore-neck more yellow, passing 
into rich orange on the breast, and this again into yellow-orange 
on the abdomen and lower tail-coverts ; back, scapulars, rump, 
upper tail-coverts, and wing-coverts along the forearm chestnut ; 
wings as in the other species, except that the white bars on the 
wing-coverts, secondaries, and tertiaries are broader, straighter, 
and much farther apart ; tail as in H, duvauceli. 

Female, Head, neck, and upper breast olive-brown, passing on 
back into rufous-browni ; bars on wings buff ; lower parts from 
breast deep yellow. In immature birds the abdomen is white or buff. 

Bill purplish blue, the culmen and tip blackish; orbital skin 
bright smalt-blue ; iris dark brown ; legs plumbeous blue (Oates), 

Length 12 ; tail 6*4 ; wing 5 ; tarsus *55 ; bill from gape *9. 

Distribution, Arrakan, Pegu, and Tenasserim, Siam, Cochiu 
China, the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. Not 
recorded from Upper Burma, nor from any country north of 
Arrakan. 

Habits, Those of the genus, but, according to Davison, this 
species keeps less exclusively to dense forest. The eggs have been 
taken by Bingham and Davison in February and March, and are 
two or three in number, glossy, pale cafe-au-lait in colour, and 
about 1*05 by *83 in dimensions. 



Order VIII. COCCYGES. 


This order is distinguished from all other zygodactyle groups, 
-except the Parrots, by possessing the ambiens muscle, a character 
to which a very high importance was attached by G-arrod, and by 
the deep plantar tendons being arranged as in Gallinaceous birds, 
and only differmg in arrangement from the Passerine plan by 
being connected by a vinculum ; the flexor longus JiaUucis leads 
to the hallux alone, the flexor perforans digitorum serves the other 
three digits. The palate is desmognathous ; basipterygoid pro- 
-cesses are wanting. 

Two families are included — the Cuculidm and Musoflhagidke ; the 
latter, however, is entirely African, and the former alone requires 
notice here. 

By Garrod, Newton, and other recent writers, the Coccyges 
have been regarded as having Galline affinities. The aberrant 
type Ojpisthocomus appears to be a link between Gallince and 


Family CUCULIDM. 

Peet zygodactyle, the first and fourth toes directed backward; 
caeca present; both carotids present; contour-feathers without 
any aftershaft ; dorsal feather-tract divided between the shoulders, 
and enclosing a lanceolate naked space on the back ; an oil-gland 
present, but nude. Young hatched naked, and not passing 
through a downy stage before acquiring feathers. Tail-feathers 10 
in number (except in some American genera, which have only 8). 

The members of this family have almost a world-wide range, but 
.are most numerous in tropical countries. They vary greatly in 
nidification and breeding-habits. 

‘ The Guculidce have been variously divided. The Indian forms 
have by different wnters been classed sometimes in two, sometimes 
in three subfamilies. On the whole the first arrangement appears 
preferable, as there is no doubt that the Phcenicophaince and 
Centropodince are more closely allied to each other than either of 
them is to the true Cuckoos. I therefore class them thus : 

a. Tarsus feathered anteriorly (only at the base 
in Coccystes) ; no accessory femoro-caudal 


muscle Oiiculinoe. 

h. Tarsus naked ; accessory femoro-caudal 

present PJiomicoflkaince* 
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Subfamily CUCULIN^. 

This comprises the true Cuckoos, almost all of which have 
parasitic breeding-habits. The most marked external characters 
are that the tarsus is more or less feathered in front (least in 
Oocmjstes^ which, however, may be easily recognized by being 
crested) and that the wing is more or less pointed. The tail 
(except in Qoccystes) scarcely exceeds or does not exceed the wing 
in length. The plumage is firm but not spiny. 

Other characters of this subfamily are the absence of an 
accessory femoro-caudal muscle (G-arrod, P. Z. 8. 1874, p. 141), 
and the simple undivided band of feathers on each side of the 
naked pectoro-ventral tract (Beddard, P. Z. 8. 1886, p. 174). 

It is possible that Coccystes may prove, when the anatomy and 
pterylosis are examined, to belong to the Phc&iiicophainm. It and 
Biidyifiamis are in some respects mtermediate between the typical 
forms of the two subfamilies. 


Key to tlie Genera. 

a. No crest. 

a'. Secondaries in closed wing scarcely 
exceeding half length of primaries .... 
h'. Secondaries two-thirds length of primaries 
or more. 

Tail rounded and graduated. 

Larger: plumage hawk-like; tail 
with 3 or 4 black cross-bands . . 
b^. Smaller, not larger than a Thrush ; 
tail without cross-bands or with 
far more than 4. 

aK Plumage without metallic 
colours, 

a®. Young and adult differently 
coloured ; bill compressed ; 
tail-feathers the same length 

throughout 

¥, Young and adult similar; bill 
stout, not compressed ; tail- 
feathers narrower behmd .... 
Plumage partly metallic green or 

violet 

Tail square or forked ; plumage 

black 

h Head crested ; tarsi almost naked 


OucuLus, p, 204. 


Hierococcyx, p. 211. 


Cacomantis, p. 216. 

Pbnthocbryx, p. 219. 

Chrysococctx, p, 220. 

SUBNICULUS, p. 228. 
OoCCYSTBS, p. 224, 


Genus CUCTJLTJS, Linn., 1766. 

Wing long and pointed, third quill longest and exceeding the 
secondaries in the closed wing by almost half the length of the 
wing. The first primary is about two-thirds the length of the 
wing. Tail shorter than wing, graduated, the outer feathers 
falling short of the middle pair by one-fourth to one-thmd the 



OXJCTJLUS. 

length of the tail. Bill moderate. In adults the upper plu: 
is almost uniform dark ashy or brown, the chin and throat i 
abdomen white barred with black ; the wings barred on the inner 
webs. The young undergo two or three changes, one phase being 
chestnut above barred ^^ith dark brown. 

The true Cuckoos have a wide range, being found in Europe, 
Asia, Africa, and Australia, and comprise about nine species, of 
which four inhabit the Indian area. 



Key to the Species, 

Wing 8 to 9 in., no subterminal black band on 
tail , edge of wing mixed white and brown. 

Wing 6*5 to 7 8 , edge of wing white 

Wing 5 7 to 0*1 ; edge of wing ashy .... 
Wing 7*6 to 8*6 , a subterminal black band on 
tail 


C. canorusy p. 205. 

C safnmtuSj p 207. 

O', polwcephalus, p. 208, 

C microptei us, p. 210. 


Cuckoos are birds of swift flight and peculiar habits. All have 
resonant call-notes, distinctive of the particular species. The true 
Cuckoos are more or less migratory ; they feed chiefly on cater- 
pillars and soft insects, and, as is well known, do not pair, but 
indulge in promiscuous intercourse, and the females deposit their 
eggs in the nests of other birds *. The female Cuckoo sometimes, 
at all events, perhaps always, lays her egg on the ground and 
conveys it in her mouth to the nest selected. Some of the eggs 
already in the nest are often broken, whether intentionally or by 
accident is not quite clear, but it is certain that the young Cuckoo 
when hatched ejects from the nest the callow young of its foster- 
parents, and is fed by the latter until full-grown. When two 
Cuckoo’s eggs are laid in the same nest, the stronger young Cuckoo 
turns out the weaker. 


1104. Cuculxis canorus. The Cuckoo. 

Ouculus canorus, Lim. Syst. Nat. i, p. 168; Blyth, Cat. p. 71; 
BLoraf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 702 ; Jerdon^ B. L i, p. 322 ; id. Ibis, 
1872, p. 12 ; Stoliczka, J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 22 ; Blanford, 
J. A. 8. B xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 168 ; Qodw.-Atist. J. A. 8, B. xxxix, 
pt. 2, p. 267 ; McMaster, J, A. 8. B. xl,pt. 2, p 209 ; Cock 8f Ma7*sh, 
8. F. 1 , p. 361 ; Adam, ibid. p. 373 ; Sume, 8. F, iv, p. 288 ; xi, 
p. 69 ; id. Cat. no. 199 ; Butler, 8. F. vii, p. 181 ; Ball, ibid. p. 206 ; 
Scully, 8, F. viii, p. 253; id. Ibis, 1881, p. 430; Zeyye, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 221 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 49 ; Sioirihoe, Ibis, 1882, 
p. 103 , Oates, B. B. ii, p. 103 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 124 ; 8t. 
John, Ibis, 1889, p. 169 ; Oates^ ibid, p. 355 ; id. in FEume's N. 4* K, 
2nd ed. ii, p. 379 ; Shelley, Cat. B. M, xix, p. 246. 

The Fkropean Cuckoo, Jerdon; Fhvphu, H., Debra Dtin; Kupwdh, 
Kumaun ; Kukku, Lepcha ; Akku, Bhot. 

Coloration, Adult male. Whole upper plimage dark ashy, the 
rump and upper tail-coverts rather paler ; wings browner, with a 


* A remarkable instance of a Ouokoo (C. canorus) hatching her own egg and 
feeding her young is related in the ‘ Ibis * for 1889, p. 219. 
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gloss ; quills barred with white on the inner webs except near the 
tips ; chin, throat, sides o£ the neck, and upper breast pale ashy ; 
lower breast, abdomen, and flanks white, with narrow blackish 
cross-bars ; under tail-coverts the same, but more sparingly barred; 
edge of wing mixed white and black ; tail blackish brown, tipped 
with white, the inner webs notched with white, and some white 
spots along the shaft of each feather. 

The adult female only differs in having the upper breast, and 
sometimes the sides of the neck, rufous. 

The young pass through two well-defined stages of plumage 
before arriving at maturity. In the first or nestling stage, the 
colour is dark brown above, indistinctly barred with rufous, each 
feather margined with white ; a white nuchal spot is present from 
the earliest age ; the lower plumage is broadly barred brownish 
black and white, black preponderating on the throat and upper 
breast. When the bird is fully fiedgerl, the white edges to the 



Fig. 60. — Head of C\ canortis, ] 


feathers wear off to some extent, and the rufous bars are lost on 
all parts except the wings ; the tail is very similar to that of the 
adult, but browner. 

In the second stage the black bars on the lower plumage become 
narrower ; the whole upj)er plumage, wings, and tail are barred 
with pale rufous, the white margins still remaining ; the nuchal 
spot is retained nearly to the end of the second stage, and 
disappears only when the birds begins to acquire ashy patches on 
the upper plumage. The transition from one stage of plumage to 
the other is gradual, and every intermediate form occurs. 

The chief distinctive character in the young of this species is 
the white nuchal spot, which is seldom wanting. In the nearly 
allied C. saturatus this spot very rarely if ever occurs ; and in the 
small O, ^olioce^halus a white nape-patch is only present in one 
stage, the second, and is often accompanied by a white half-collar 
extending round the hind-neck. 

The above changes are effected without any moult, by a change 
of colour in the feathers. The adult plumage is assumed in the 
spring of the year after birth, but apparently the birds do not 
moult till in their second autumn. The same is the case with the 
next two species. 
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Bill dusky horn, yellowish at the base and edges ; gape orange- 
yellow ; iris and legs yellow ; the young have the ins brown, and 
the lower mandible pale green. 

Length about 13 ; tail 6*7 to 7’3 ; wing 8 to 9, and occasionally 
longer 5 tarsus *8 ; bill from gape 1*25. 

Distribution, A migratory bird found at one season or another 
throughout the greater part of the Old World and even in 
Austraha. The Cuckoo, m the months from July to April, may be 
foimd in almost any part of India, Ceylon, or Burma, but to the 
southw’ard is of rare occurrence. It is common throughout the 
Himalayas and the hills of Afghanistan and Baluchistan in the 
breeding-season, May and June, but it has been found at the same 
period, April, May, and June, by several observers, by myself 
amongst others, in the forest country between Chutia Nagpur and 
the G*oddvari, so that it probably breeds there. Col. McMaster 
observed it at the same season near Saugor, Kamptee, and Chik- 
alda, and Mr. Adam at Sambhar. Captain Butler believes that it 
breeds on Mount Abu. Wardlaw Eamsay found this species 
common in Karennee in March, and Oates shot a very young 
bird in Pegu on August 8th, so it probably breeds in the Burmese 
hills. 

Eabits, The food of the Cuckoo consists of caterpillars, 
grubs, w^orms, and soft-bodied insects. The flight is switt and 
singularly hke that of a Hawk. The bisyllabic call, from which 
the bird derives its name in many languages, is only heard in the 
breeding-season, and is peculiar to the male bird. At times the 
first half of the call is uttered by itself, occasionally a treble note 
is produced, but both are exceptional. 

The breeding-season, in India, is in May and June, and eggs of 
this bird have been found in the nests of Pipits {Oreocoiys 
sylvanus and Anthus similis), Bush-Chats (Fratincola caprata^ 
P, maura, Oretcola ferrea\ and the Magpie-Eobin (^Gopsychus 
mularis). The eggs vary greatly in colour, some are much pmker 
than others ; the ground-colour varies from white to pink, spotted, 
streaked, and mottled with brownish or yellowish red and pale 
purple. The size is about -97 by *72. 

1105. Cuculus saturatus. The Himalayan Guckoo. 

Cuculus saturatus, Hodgson^ Blyth, J. A, S, B, xii, p. 942 (1843) ; 
XV, p. 18 ; Blanf, B, Z, S, 1893, p. 319. 

Cuculus himalayanus, apud Blyth, Cat. p. 71 ; Horsf, ^ M, Cat. ii, 
p, 704 ; JerdoUf B, I. i, p. 323 ; id. Ibis, 1^7% p. 12 j Biddulph, Ibis, 
1881, p. 50 ; Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 410 ; mo Vigors. 

Cuculus striatus, apud Blyi^, Ibis, 1866, p. 359 ; Bulger, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 157 ; Hume, B. F. li, p. 190 ; iv, p. 288 ; xi, p. 70 ; id. Cat. 
no. 2CK) j Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 79 j Mume ^ JDav. B, F. vi, p. 156 ; 
ScuUy, 3. F. viii, p. 254 ; Davison, 8. F, x. p. 359 5 Oates, B. B. 
ii, p. 105 ; id. Ibis, 1889, p. 356 ; neo Draptez. 

Cuculus intermedius, apvd Shell^, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 252 j Oates 
in Hume's N, <5* F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 381 ; neo Vahl, 

Tong~ting vyang, Lepcha. 
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When adult similar to (7. canorus, except that the upper parts 
are much darker, pure blackish ashy ; the lower parts are generally 
pale buff with the black bands broader and more regular, and the 
edge of the wing is pure white. The size is always smaller and 
the bill a little stronger. The young pass through two stages, in 
neither of w’hich is there a white nuchal spot. 

In the first stage the upper plumage is blackish brown, the 
feathers margined with white ; chin and throat almost entirely 
black ; rest of the lower parts w’hite, broadly banded with black. 
In the second stage the whole upper plumage with the tail is 
blackish barred with chestnut, the lower banded white and black, 
throat and breast tinged with rufous. The transition from each 
stage to the next is gradual, and every intermediate plumage may 
be found. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower homy green, rest of lower 
yellowish horny ; iris, feet, and gape yeUow. Young birds have the 
iris brown. 

Length about 12 ; tail 6 ; wing 6’ 6 to 7*8 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape 1*15. 

Distrihution. During the breeding-season this Cuckoo is found 
in various parts of Eastern Asia, from the Himalayas to Siberia. 
It has also been shot in the cold season at Lucknow and Jodhpur, 
and in May in Eatehgarh, but is rare in India south of the Hima- 
layas It is more common in Burma, the Andamans and Nico- 
bars, and throughout the Malay Peninsula, ranging to New G-uinea 
and Australia. 

Habits, The ordinary call of this bird in the breeding season, 
which begins later than that of 0. canorus, is of four syllables, and, 
according to Jerdon, resembles that of the Hoopoe repeated, 7^oo^- 
Jioot-hoot-lioot, with a higher note at the commencement, only 
heard when the bird is very near. Hume (S. E. xi, p. 70) gives a 
somewhat different account, hut Jerdon’s statement has been con- 
firmed by other observers. According to Swinhoe's observations 
in Eormosa and Seebohm’s in Siberia, C, saturatus also utters a 
monosyllabic note, but this has not been noticed in India. The 
breeding-season is in June, and the eggs, in the Himalaya, are 
commonly laid in the nest of Trochalopterum lineatum. An egg 
taken from a female shot in Kashmir is white, sparsely speckled 
with olive-brown and purplish grey, and measures -89 by *6. 
According to Captain Hutton, the young Cuckoo, after it leaves 
the nest, is fed by the adults, he having shot one of the latter in 
the act. 


1106. Cuculus poliocephalus. The Small Cuekoo, 

? Cuculus intermedius, Vahl, Skrtv. Hat. Sehk. iv, p. 68 (1789). 
Cuculus poliocephalus, Latham, Ind, Om, i, p. 214 (1790) ; JBit/thj 


* DaYison (S. F. x, p. 369), states that it occurs in the Wynaad, but I have 
elsewhere (P. Z. S. 1893, p. 318) shown that there must, I think, have been a 
mistake. 
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Cat. p. 71 , Horsf, M Cat. ii, p. 704 , J&i'don, B. I i, p. 324 ; 
id IbiSj 1872, p. 13 ; Stoliaika, X A. S. B. xxxYii, pt. % p. 23 ; 
Bulger f Ibis, 1869, p. 167 ; Godw -Aust. J. A B B xliii, pt. 2, 
p. 156 ; Fairhanh, S. F. iv, p. 266 ; Bamdson ^ We^id 8. 1'. vii, 
p. 78 ; Hume Cat. no. 201 : id. 8, F. xi, p. 71 ; Begge, Birds Ceyl 
p, 231 ; Vidal, 8 . F. ix, p 64 ; Davidson, 8 F. x, p. 299 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 124 ; Oates, Ibis, 1889, p. 367 ; id in HiimesN %F 
2nd ed. li, p 382 ; Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p 266 
Cuculus bajtletti, Layard, A. M. F. H. (2) xiii, p. 452 (1864). 

Dang-hlem, Lepcha , Pichu-giapo, Bliotia. 

Adults similar to G. canorus, but much, smaller, with the lower 
plumage, and especially the lower tail-eoverts, tmged with bufp, 
and with broader black bars on the breast. 

The young pass through three stages before arriving at maturity. 
The first resembles the corresponding plumage of 0. saturatus, 
and at this period the two can only be distinguished by size. The 
second stage resembles the first of C. canorus in many respects. 
The white margins on the upper plumage are reduced, a white 
nuchal spot and sometimes a half-collar are assumed, and the chin 
and throat are partially cross-barred wdth white and tinged with 
dark rufous. 

In the third stage the upper parts, wings, and tail are bright 
chestnut barred wdth black ; the black bars in the older buds 
disappear on the neck, rump, and upper tail-coverts, and nearly so 
on the head; the lower plumage is very regularly barred with 
black, and the throat and breast are tinged with chestnut ; there is 
no nuchal patch nor collar. 

Trom this stage the adult plumage is assumed gradually, ashy 
patches appearing on the upper parts and the rufous bars 
disapp^ring on the wing and tail. The throat and breast at the 
same time turn ashy. 

Bill blackish, base of lower mandible, gape, and eyelid yellow ; 
iris brown ; feet yellow (Legge). ^ 

Length about 10 ; tail 4-9 to 5*4 ; wing 5-7 to 6T ; tarsus 0*68 ; 
bill from gape *95. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from April till October, 
and farther north in China and Japan. In the cold season this 
Cuckoo is found in various parts of the Indian Peninsula and 
Ceylon, also in the Malay Peninsula, Java, and Borneo. It occurs 
in the hills south of the Assam valley, but has not been recorded 
from Burma. It also inhabits Madagascar and Africa south of 
6® JSF. lat. 

HabiU, This species begins to breed even later than O. satu- 
rato, being rarely heard at Darjiling, according to Jerdon, before 
the end of May and continuing till the middle of July. It is a 
very noisy bird and has a loud peculiar unmusical call of several 
syllables, which it frequently utters. The Bhotias attempt to 
imitate this in their name for the species.’" The eggs are not known 
with certainty.. 
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1107, Cuculus micropterus. The Indian Gnckoo. 

Cuculus micropterus, Gould^ P. Z. 8. 1837, p. 137 ; Jerdon^ B 1, \f 
p 326; %d, IbiSy 1872, p 13; King, I A, 8. B. xxxvii, pt, 2, 
p. 214 , Godw,-Aust, J. A. 8, B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 267 ; BColdsworth, 
P. Z, 8» 1872, p. 430 ; Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 304 ; Hume, 8. F, 
ii, p 191 , iii, p. 79 , ix, p. 248 ; xi, p. 71 ; Blyth (§' Wald, Bird<i 
Burm, p. 79 ; Hume, Cat, no. 203 ; Fairhank, 8, F. iv, p 256 , Baud- 
son Wend, 8, F, vii, p 79 ; Ball, ibid p 207 ; Cripps, ibid, p. 264 f 
Vidal, 8* F, IX, p. 55 ; Bingham, ibid, p 167 ; ButUr, ibid, p. 388 . 
Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 228 , Bavison, 8. P x, p 359 ; Oates, B, B, 
ii, p 104 ; Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 411 ; Barnes, Birds Bom p. 125 ; 
Bavidson, Jour, Bom, N, H, 8oc, i, p. 180 ; Shelley, Cat B, M, xix, 
p. 241 

Cuculus afiSLuis, Hay, Blyth, J, A. 8, B, xv, p. 18 (1846). 

Cuculus striatus, apud Blyth, Cat, p. 70; Horsf, ^ M, Cat, ii, 
p. 703 ; Jerdon, B I, i, p. 328 

Bouhotako, Beng. , Takpo, Lepct. ; Kankatong, Bhot ; Kyphulpdkha, 
Mussooree ; KupulpiiKki, Chamba. 

Bill stronger than m the other Indian species. 

Coloration. The head and neck above and at the sides dark ashy, 
remainder of upper plumage rich brown; the quills barred 
with white on their inner webs ; tail with a broad subterminal 
black band and white tip ; a series of alternating white and black 
marks along the shafts of the rectrices and white or rufous indenta- 
tions on both edges ; chm, throat, and upper breast pale ashy ; rest 
of lower parts creamy white, i^ith black cross-bars about half as broad 
as the white interspaces ; under wing- and tail-coverts and vent with 
narrower and more distant cross-bars. The female only differs 
in having the throat and breast browner. 

The young bird has the head and neck above broadly barred with 
rufescent white (in some these parts are chiefly white) and each 
feather of the upper plumage tipped with rufescent ; the whole 
lower plumage buff, broadly barred with dark brown, and the tail 
more banded than in adults and with the spots more rufous. 
Immediately after this, the nestling garb, has been assumed, the 
white and rufous margins to the upper plumage commence to 
disappear, the throat and upper breast turn to ashy, and the bars 
on the lower plumage grow more defined. Birds that leave the 
nest in May are almost in adult plumage in October, retaining 
only the rufous tips to the upper wing-coverts and secondaries, 
and they acquire a rufous band across the upper breast, which is 
ultimately lost except by females. 

Fpper mandible horny black, lower mandible and a patch under 
the nostrils duU green ; iris rich brown, eyelids greenish plum- 
beous, the edges deep yellow ; gape and legs yellow (Oates). 

Length about 13 ; tail 6 to 6*5 ; wing 7*5 to 8*5 ; tarsus *8 ; 
bill from gape 1*8. 

Distribution. Common throughout the Himalayas and extending 
into China, Japan, and ikistern Siberia in summer. Found also 
generally distributed over the Peninsula of India and Ceylon, not 
in the Punjab, Sind, or Eajputana, rarer in the south, but not 
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uncommon in the forests of the Eastern Central Provinces and 
Bengal, and extending through the hill countries south of Assam 
and the Burmese territories to Malacca, Java, Borneo, and the 
Moluccas. 

Bahts, 4 c. Scarcely anything appears known about the migra- 
tion and breeding of this Cuckoo. It certainly breeds in the 
Himalayas and Assam hills and probably m other hill-ranges, 
perhaps m the plains also. Its cdl is a fine melodious whistle, 
represented by the names BoukotaTco and Kyphul]pa¥lca, In flight, 
habits, and food it resembles <7. canorus. 


Cenus HIEROCOCCYX, S. Muller, 1842. 

Structurally this genus only differs from Ouculus in having 
rather shorter wings, with the primaries extending from one-fifth 
to one-third the len^h of the closed wing beyond the ends of the 
secondaries ; sometimes the third primary is longest, sometimes the 
fourth. The coloration is remarkable, even amongst Cuckoos, for 
its close imitation of Hawks and Falcons ; not only is the adult garb 
Accipitrine in character, but the plumage of the young resembles 
that of several immature birds of prey. The resemblance in 
plumage and flight to Hawks is quite unexplained, though, as it is 
sufficient to cause great alarm to small birds in general, it is 
probably connected with breeding-habits. 

In all species of Eierococoyos the tail is broad with distinct dark 
cross-bars ; the plumage above is uniform or nearly so in adults, 
mixed with rufous bars in the young ; below it is spotted in the 
young, but generally becomes nearly uniform or transversely 
banded in the adult stage. Sexes alike. 

This genus ranges throughout Eastern Asia from Siberia to India 
and the Malay Peninsula ; it is also found in all the Malay islands. 
Four species inhabit India or Burma. 

Key to the Species, 

rt. No distinct dark cheek-band from the eye, 
a', x4.bdomen transversely banded in adults. 
a^'. Back in adults brown ; wing over 8*5, . M, spar-oerioidm, p. 211. 
6". Back in adults ash-grey : wing 7 to 8. . E, varius, p. 213. 
h\ Abdomen never banded; back in adults 


blackish grey ' wing 6*7 to 7*4 JET. nisicobr, p. 214. 

b, A distinct dark cneek-stripe H. nanus, p. 215, 


1108. Hierococcyx sparverioides. The Large HcuwTc-Cuekoo* 

Ouculus sparverioides, Vigors, P, Z. S, 1831, p. 173 ; Blyth, L A S, B, 
xi, p 898 ; xii, p. 240 ; id. Cat, p. 70. 

Hierococeyx sparverioides, Bonap, Consp, Av, i. p. 104 ; Horrf, ^M, 
Cat, ii, p. ; Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 331 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 362 ; 
Stohczka, J. A. S, B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 23 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 14 ; 
Bume, S F, iii, p. 80 ; ix, p. 248 ; xi, p. 72 ; id. Oat, no. 207 ; 
Armstrong, S, F, iv, p. 311 ; Oodvo,*Amt J, A, J3, B, xlv, pt. 2, p. 70 f 

P 2 
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Snme §* Dav, 3, F. vi, p. 157 ; Ballf 3, F, yii,p. 207 ; /Sbi^ZZy, 3, F. viii, 
p. 25G , Favison, 3, F. x, p. 359 , OateSf B, B. ii, p. 108 j Marshall, 
Ibis, 1884, p. 411 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mm Civ Gen. (2) iv, p. 581 ; 
vii, p. 380 ; Oates hi Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. li. p. 384 ; Shelley, 
Cat. B M. six, p. 232. 

Cuculus strenuus, Gould, F. Z 3. 1856, p. 96. 

Hierococcyx strenuus, Hume, P.A. 3. B. 1872, p 71 

Bara Bharao, Nepal ; Khnbin-piyitl, Lepch. 

Coloration. The adult has the lores whitish; crown, nape, and 
sides of head and neck ashy, varying from rather pale to blackish, 
passing into the colour of the back, which with the remainder 
of the upper parts is rich brown with a purplish gloss ; quills 
barred with white on the inner webs; tail brown above, pale 
brownish grey below, tipped with white or rufous white, and 
crossed outside the coverts generally by 3, sometimes by 4, black 
or dark brown bands, the last the broadest, and the last but one 
the narrowest and separated from the last by a narrow space ; 
beneath the chin is dark ashy, with a whitish moustachial stripe on 
each side ; throat white, more or less streaked with ashy and rufous 
and passing into the more rufous upper breast, which ^so has ashy 
shaft-stripes ; lower breast, flanks, and abdomen white, more or 
less suffused with rufous and transversely banded with brown ; vent, 
lower tail-coverts, and edge of wing w^hite. 

The young is brown above, the feathers margined and faintly 
banded with rufous, and the lower parts are rufescent white, with 
large streaks and drops of dark brown, becoming arrow-head marks 
on the flanks ; the chin is blackish and there is a slight rufous 
collar. As the bird grows older the head becomes dark ashy, the 
markings on the flanks and abdomen assume the appearance of 
bands, and there is a gradual passage into the adult. 

Upper mandible dark brown, lower greenish ; gape and orbit 
yellow ; iris yellow or orange in the adults, brown m the young ; 
legs deep yellow; claws paler yellow. 

Length about 15 ; tail 8-25 to 9-25 ; wing 8*5 to 10 ; tarsus 1*06 ; 
bill from gape 1*4. Uemales are sm^er than males, and Burmese 
specimens larger than Himalayan, which again exceed ISfilgiri birds 
in size. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Chamba, 
ascending in summer to elevations of 9000 ft. or more ; probably 
scattered here and there over the better wooded parts of the 
Indian Peninsula in the cold season, but only recorded from 
Eaipur in the Central Provinces. Common on the Hilgiris in 
Southern India, but not observed on the Palnis, the Travancore 
ranges, nor the Ceylon hills. To the eastward this Cuckoo is 
found throughout the hills south of Assam and Burma, ranging to 
China, Japan, the Philippines, the Malay Peninsula, and Borneo. 

Habits, ^c. Probably a resident in the Himalayas and Nilgiris 
«rnd in Burma, though it may be found at higher elevations in the 
summer. It has a loud melodious call, similar to that of H. varius, 
itud heard about Darjiling from April to June. Its flight is swift 
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and graceful. Its food, partly at all events, consists of caterpillars. 
According to Mr. Hodgson^s notes, the female lays her eggs in the 
nests of Troclialojpte'i'um nigrimenium and Ixojps nejpalensis amongst 
other birds ; but on the Nilgiris this bird is believed to have been 
observed by both Miss Oockburn and Mr. B. H. Morgan to build 
its own nest, of sticks, without lining, and to lay 3 or 4 nearly 
white slightly speckled eggs, measuring 1*39 by 1*05. 

1109. Hierococcyx varius. The Common Hawlc-C%ictoo. 

Cuculus varius, Vahl^ Shriv, Nat. Selsh. iv, p. 61 (1797) ; Blythy 
Cat. p 70 ; Layard, A. M. N. JE£. (2) xiii, p, 462. 

Cuculus lathami, Cray in Sardwiches III. Ind Zool li, pi. 34, fig. 2. 

Hierococcyx varius, Norsf. <5* M. Cat. li, p. 700 ; Jerdon^ B. i. i, 
p, 329 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 861 , Adam, S. F. i, p. 373 ; Butler, 
8. F. ill, p 400 : BourdiUon, 8. F. iv, p. 392 ; Fairbanh, 8, F. v, 
p 397 ; Vidal, 8. F.Yn, p. 55; Ball, zbid. p. 207 ; Cnpps, ibid. p. 264, 
Hume, Cat no 205 ; 8mlly, 8. F viii, p. 256 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl 
p 240; Betd, 8. F. x, p 27; Davison, 8. F. x, p 359 , Barnes, Birds 
Boon, p 126; Davidson, Jour. Bom N. H. 8oc. i, p. 182; Oates 
in Hume's N. F 2nd ed, li, p. 383 ; 8helley, Cat. B. M. xix, 
p. 234. 

Hierococcyx nisoides, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 362 ; Hume, 8. F. vii. 
p. 371. 

Kupak or If yak, Fupiya, H. ; Chol^gallo, Beng. ; Bim-pi-yul, Lepcha , 
Kutti’pitta, Tel. ; Zahlhat, Deccan ; trojan, Mai, This is the “ Brain- 
fever bird ” of Anglo-Indians 



Fig 61. —Head of H varius, J- 


Coloration. Upper plumage ash-grey; quills browner, their inner 
webs broadly barred with white, some white on outer upper tail- 
coverts ; tail grey, tipped with rufescent and usually with 4 bars 
(occasionally 5) beyond the coverts, the terminal bar broadest, the 
others each with a pale or rufescent posterior border, and the 
penultimate much nearer to the last than to the antepenultimate ; 
occasionally the penultimate band is faint or wanting ; sides of 
head ashy, lores and cheeks whitish ; chin and throat white, more 
or less tinged with ashy ; fore-neck and breast rufous mixed with 
pale ashy, lower breast with bars ; abdomen white, anteriorly 
tinged rufous and with transverse grey bars, posteriorly like the 
under tail-coverts pure white ; edge of wing the same. 

The young above dark brown with rufous cross-bars ; lower parts 
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white> tinged \nth rufous in places and spotted with brown except 
on the low’er abdomen and lower tail-coverts ; tail marked as in the 
adults, but more rufous. The sides of the neck soon become 
rufous and form a partial collar, the spots on the flanks change to 
arrowdiead marks and interrupted bars, then the breast grows 
rufous and the cap grey. Erom this there is a gradual passage 
mto the adult plumage, 

Culmen and tip of bill black, the rest greenish ; iris yellow or 
orange in adults, brownish in the young ; gape, orbit, feet, and 
claws yeUow, pale or bnght according to age. 

Length about 13*5 1 tail 7; w’ing 6*75 to 8; tarsus *95; bill 
from gape 1*25. 

Distribution, The whole of India and Ceylon, extending to 
Eastern Bengal (Dacca, Eurreedpore), but not to Assam, the Gdro 
hills, nor Cachar, and west to Mount Abu, Eajputana, but not to 
Sind nor the Punjab. This Cuckoo occurs along the base of the 
Himalayas from Kamaun to Bhutan, ascending the hills in summer 
to about 7000 feet. It is found to a similar elevation on the 
Nilgiris and on the Ceylon hiUa, but on the Palnis and Travan- 
core ranges it is said not to ascend beyond about 1000 feet. 
Eeported occurrences of this bird in Assam and Burma are 
probably due to error. 

Eabits, A resident throughout its range, except in Ceylon, 
where this Havvk-Cuckoo is described by Legge as arriving in 
November. It is more common in well-wooded country, but is 
generally distributed throughout the Indian Peninsula, and is well 
known by its call, or, as Jerdon terms them, “its loud crescendo 
notes,” which, as he says, sound something Like jpij^eeha, jpi]peeha^ 
each repetition higher in the scale. In the breeding-season from 
April till J une this is frequently heard by night as well as by day. 
H, vanus feeds partly on caterpillars, but largely, it is said, on 
fruits and buds. Its eggs are chiefly laid in the nests of various 
Babblers and have been taken in those of Crateropiis canorus, 
(7. griseus^ and Anma malcolmi ; they are blue and measure 1*05 
by -79, 

1110. Hieroooccyx nisicolor. Hodgson's EawJc-CucJcoo, 

Cuculus nisicolor, Eodgson^ Blyih, J, A, 8 B, xii, p. 943 (1843). 

Hierocoecyx nisicolor, Jerdbw, B, 1, i, p. 330; iii, p. 871 ; td.Ibisj 1872, 
p 14; Blyth,E)is^ 1866, p. 361 , Eutne, 8, F. v, pp. 96, 347 ; xi, p. 72 ; 
td. Cat, no 206; Ewm Dat? 8 E.vi, p. 157 ; Oates f B, B, ii, 
p. 109 ; id in Hume's N ^ E, 2nd ed. ii, p. 383. 

Hierocoecyx fogax, a^md Shelley, Cbi. B, M xix, p. 236, partim ; 
nec Cuculus fugax, Horsf, 

Ding-pit, Lepoha. 

Coloration, Whole upper plumage, except the tail, uniform dark 
ashv ; quills browner, with white bars on the inner webs ; tail 
with alternating bands of brownish grey and black, the last black 
band broad, the last but one very narrow and close to the last one ; 
extreme tip of tail rufous ; sides of head and neck and the chin 
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dark ashy ; throat and front of neck white, sparingly streaked with 
ashy ; breast, abdomen, and flanks ferruginous, streaked with pale 
ashy and frequently mixed with white ; vent and under tail -coverts 
white. 

In the young birds the upper plumage, sides of head and neck, 
chin, throat, and upper breast are very dark brown, with narrow 
rufous edges to the feathers, the quills are barred on both webs 
wdth rufous ; tail as in adults ; the breast, abdomen, and flanks 
white with broad black spots. The blackish brown of the throat 
and breast is soon lost, and the upper parts become barred with 
rufous, as in the young of H, varius and JT. sparvenoides, and there 
is the same gradual change to the adult plumage. At no time are 
there any cross-bands on the abdomen. 

Upper mandible horny black, lower mandible and around nostrils 
pale green, gape greenish yellow ; iris orange-red eyelids, legs, 
feet, and claws bright yellow. 

Length about 11*5 ; tail 5*6 ; wing 6*7 to 7*4 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape 1*2. 

Blstrihidion, The Himalayas as far west as Nepal, and through- 
out Assam and Burma to the Malay Peninsula, but not apparently 
in the Malay Archipelago, where this species is replaced by 
H. fugaoc^ a form with a larger biU and the bands on the tail as 
in H. varius. 

EoMs^ Apparently a resident species. Nothing is known 
of its breeding except that an egg, extracted from the oviduct of a 
female by Mandelli on June 5th, was olive-brown and measured 
-89 by *64. 

1111. Hierococcyx nanus. The Small Uawh-^Guckoo. 

Hierococcyx nanus, Eume, S. F. v, p 490 j id Cat. no. 205 bis ; 
Eu7ne ^ Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 157, 502 ; A. Mull. J. /. Om 1882, 
p. 405 , Oates, B. B ii, p. 110 j Sharpe, Ibts, 1890, p. 11 ; Shelley, 
Cat. B. M. xix, p. 288. 

Coloration, Head above and nape dark brown to blackish ashy. 
A well-marked dark grey stripe from the anterior lower border of 
the eye down the cheek, separated by the whitish lower ear- 
coverts from the dark grey side of the head behind the eye ,* above 
this again, better marked in some specimens than in others, a line 
of white or rufous feathers forms a border to the crown ; a rufes- 
cent collar round the hind-neck ; rest of upper parts brown, more 
or less barred with rufous ; quills with large bars of buff on inner 
webs, the whole inner webs near the base rufescent buff. Tail 
greyish brown, tipped white and with equidistant black bands, the 
last the broadest, the others subequal. Lower surface rufescent 
white, with dark brown shaft-stripes. 

It is doubtful whether the adult is known, the plumage above 
described resembling the immature dress of other species. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower dull black ; lower mandible 
and base of upper greenish yellow ; irides brown ; eyehds, legs, 
feet, and claws orange-yellow {Davison). 
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Length about 11 ; tail 5*5 ; wing 5'7 ; tarsus '8 ; bill from 
gape !•!. 

Distrihiition, Only known from South Tenasserim, the island of 
Salanga (Junk Ceylon) and Northern Borneo. 


Genus CACOMANTIS, S. Muller, 1842. 

This is a genus of small-sized Cuckoos resembling CucuJvjS in 
the changes of plumage, and to some extent in the coloration of 
the young and adult ; but distmguished by much shorter wings, 
with the primaries only extending about one-third the length of 
the wung beyond the end of the secondaries, and by having the tail 
as long as the wing or longer. 

About 10 species are known, ranging from India to Australia 
and the Biji Islands ; two of these are Indian. 


Ke7j to tho Scenes, 

a. Upper parts dark ashy. 

a’. Abdomen white or grey C. passermusj adult, p.216, 

b'. Abdomen rufous C. meruUnus, adult, p. 218r 

5, Upper parts brown and chestnut. 
c\ Crown and rump chiefly rufous, not 

regularly barred C. passe? inus, juv , p. 216. 

Upper parts barred throughout C. mei'uliniis^ juv , p 218 


1112. Cacomantis passerinus. The Indian Plaintive Cuclcoo. 

Ouculus passerinus, FaJd^ Sknv. Nat. Selsk, iv, p. 57 (1797) ; Legge, 
JBii ds CeyL p. 235. 

Ouculus tenuirostns, J E. Gray in Eardw III Ind. ZooL ii, pi. 34,. 
fig 1 (1833-4) ; Blyth, J A, S, B. xiu, p. 391 ; xviii, p. 805 ; %d. 
Cat. p. 72, partim, Laya?% A.M.N. PL. (2) xiii, p. 463. 
Polyphasia tenuirostris, JELorsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 698. 

Polyphasia nigra, apud Jerdm, B. I. i, p. 333 5 id. Ibis, 1872, p. 14 ; 

Simsm^ Ibis^ 1882, p. 87 ; nec Ouculus niger, L. 

Cacomantis passerinus, Cab. ^ Eeme^ Mus. JSem. iv, p. 18 (1862) ; 
Ball, 8. F. vii, p 207 ; Crvpps, ibid. p. 265 ; Hume, Cat. no. 208 ; 
Vidal^ 8. F, ix, p. 56 ; Btdler, ibid. p. 388 ; Davison, 8 F. x, p. 360; 
Bames, Birds Bom. p. 127 ; Oates in PLmnds N. \ E. 2nd ed. ii, 
p. 385 ; Shelley,^ Cat. B. M. xix, p. 277, 

Polvphasia passerina, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, pi. 1 ; Eoldsim*th, P. Z. 8. 
1872, p. 431. 

Ololygon passerinus, Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 461 ; Faii'bank, 8. F. iv, 
p. 256. 

Pousya, Mahr. ; Ckinna hatti pitta, Tel. ; Koha, Oing. 

Coloration. In the adult the upper parts are dark ashy ; the wings* 
throughout brown, glossed outside with greenish bronze; inner 
webs of the quills with a white patch near the base ; tail nearly 
black, tipped with white, the outer feathers obliquely banded with 
white on the inner webs, the white bands most developed on the^ 
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outermost rectrices ; lower parts ashy, paling on the abdomen , 
edge of wing, vent, and lower tail-coverts white. Occasional!} 
there is no white and the bird is dark ashy throughout, as figured 
by Jerdon in the ‘ Ibis.’ 

The young at first are dark glossy brown above, each feather 
with a rufous edging ; the lower parts are white with brown bars, 
and the throat and breast tinged with rufous ; the tail is black, 
with broad white and rufous bars and markings. 

In the second stage the w^hole upper plumage, with the sides oi 
the head and neck, is bright chestnut, the back and wings broadly 
barred with black, the head, hind-neck, rump, and upper tail- 
coverts with merely a few black spots, and the tail with some 
irregular black shaft-marks, a larger subterminal black patch and a 
white tip to each feather. The lower plumage is white, narrowly 
banded with black ; the chin, throat, and upper breast more or less 
suffused with chestnut. 

In older birds of this stage, the head, hind-neck, back, rump, 
and tail-coverts become immaculate, the bars on the wings are 
resolved into spots; only the subtermmal black patches remain on 
the tail-feathers, and many of the bars on the throat and breast fade 
away, these parts becoming bright chestnut. After this the adult 
plumage is rapidly assumed by the acquisition of ashy patches. 



Fig. 62. — ELeadot O. 'j[)Wihennii\ * 


Bill dark brown ; mouth salmon-colour ; iris reddish brown or 
sometimes yellowish ; legs dingy yellow or browmsh grey. 

Length about 9 ; tail 4*5 ; wing 4*5 ; tarsus -7 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. The greater part of India from the Himalayas to 
Ceylon inclusive, rare in the north-west, and although found at 
Mount Abu, wanting elsewhere throughout Rajputana and the 
Indus plains. This Cuckoo occurs in the Himalayas from Simla 
to Sikhim, ascending the hills to the westward up to about 9000 
feet, according to Jerdon ; and its range extends to Eastern Bengal, 
where it meets the next species. In the peninsula of India it is 
chiefly found in forest-regions, and is most abundant in Bengal, 
Orissa, the wooded tracts west of the latter, and on the hills in the 
neighbourhood of the Malabar coast. 

Habits^ ^ 0 . Jerdon describes this Cuckoo as haunting forests, 
groves, gardens, and low bush-jungle, wandering much, and having 
a plaintive call, which was represented by Elliot as 
whe-wTie-’^. In Ceylon and at Mount Abu this bird is said to be 
migratory, but elsewhere it is believed to be resident. The oggn 
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have been taken in September by Miss Cockburn on the JSTilgiris, 
in the nests of Frinia inornata. The young have been found in 
Debra Dun by Mr. E.. Thompson in nests of FyctorJiis sinensis and 
Lamus erijtlironotus, 0. jpasserinus also lays in the nest of Mol])a$tes 
hengalenszs. The eggs are pale blue, blotched and spotted towards 
the large end \nth reddish brown and purple, and measure about 
•8 by *55. 

1113. Cacomantis mernlinxis. The Eufous-hellied Cuckoo, 

Cuculus naerulinua, Scop. Bel. Flor. et Faun. Insubr. ii, p 89 (1786) ; 
StricMand, J. A, S. B. xiii, p. 391 , Blyth, Cat p. 72. 

Cuculus flavus, Gmel. Syst. Nat. i. p. 421 (1788). 

Cuculus sepulchrahs, S. Mull. Verhand. Land- en Volk. p. 177, note 
(1839-1844). 

Polyphasia merulina, Horsf 8f M. Cat. ii, p. 697 

Cacomantis threnodes, Cab. ^ Heines Mus. Hem. iv, p. 19 (1863) ; 
Hume ^ Bav. S. F. vi, p. 158 ; Hume, S. F. vii, p. 207 ; xi, p. 72 ; 
id. Cat no, 209 ; Cri 2 :ips^ S. F. vii, p. 265 ; Bingham^ S. F ix, p, 167 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p 111 ; Salocdori, Ann. Mus. Cio. Gen (2) v, 
p. 668; vii, p. 428. 

Cacomantis merulinus, Cab. ^ Heine, Mus. Hem. iv, p. 21 ; Walden, 
Tr. A. S. viii, p. 64 ; ix, p. 160 ; SJieUey, Cat. B M. xix, p 268. 

Polvphasia tenuirostris, apud Jerdon, B. 1. i, p 335 ; Godio.-Aust. 
J A. S.B xxxix, pt. 2, p. 98 ; Simson, Ibis, 1882, p. 87, wee Cuculus 
tenuirostris. Gray. 

Polyphasia rufiventiis, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p 15 

Cacomantis passermus, Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Bwm. p. 80; nee 
Cuculus passerinus, Vahl. 

Cacomantis rufiventris, Armstrong, ^ JP iv, p 312 , Wardl. Rams. 
Ibis, 1877, p. 458; Andeison, Yunnan E,iped , Aves, p. 587 

Ckota hhrou, Beng. 

Coloration. In the adult the head and neck all round are ashy, 
rather darker above ; back, scapulars, and wungs brown, slightly 
glossed with bronze ; inner webs of quills with a white patch near 
the base ; upper tail-coverts blackish and glossy, with ashy edges ; 
tail black, tipped white and with oblique white bars on the inner 
webs of the outer feathers, most marked on the outermost ; on the 
lower surface the pale ashy generally extends to the upper breast, 
but sometimes not so far ; rest of lower parts, including the wing- 
lining, varying from rufous bufE to ferruginous red, edge of wing 
whitish. Some birds ((7. thr&nodes) are much darker than others. 

The young bird is brown above, at first with a few rufous bars 
and tips to the feathers, but later with all the upper plumage and 
tail-feathers barred chestnut and black; lower parts white or 
rufous, with narrow brown bars throughout. This changes gradu- 
ally into the adult plumage. In the last stage before the adult 
the whole under surface to the chin is rufous huff ; this is the form 
known as C. sepulohralis. As so frequently occurs in Cuckoos, 
the changes are gradual and intermediate forms common. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower dark horny, remainder of lower 
brownish orange ; iris pale yellow, sometimes brown and occasion- 
ally crimson ; feet brownish yellow or deep yellow. 
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Length about 9 ; tail 4*2 to 5*5 ; wing 4*3 ; tarsus *75 ; bill 
from gape *95. 

Distribution* Two specimens were obtained by Hume from 
Baipur ; no other occurrences of this species have been recorded 
from the Indian Peninsula (one is labelled Madras in the British 
Museum, but evidentlv by mistake). This Cuckoo is found about 
Calcutta, throughout Eastern Bengal, Assam, and the hills to the 
southward, the Eastern Himalayas from Nepal, also in Burma, 
Southern China, and the Malay Peninsula and islands, including 
the Philippines. 

Habits^ The Bufous-bellied Cuckoo is found chiefly in brush- 
wood and about clearings. It has a less plaintive call than G* pas- 
sermus and is a very noisy bird. The eggs have not been identified 
with certainty ; Captain Eeilden found what he took for them at 
Thayetmyo in the nests of Tailor-birds. 


Genus PEHTHOCERYX, Cabanis, 1862. 

This genus resembles Gacomantis in structure and size, the only 
structural distinctions being that the bill is much stouter and 
broader up to the tip, which is blunt when seen from above, and 
that the tail-feathers become narrower behind instead of remaining 
of the same breadth. The wing is shaped as in Gacomantis^ the 
primaries only exceeding the secondaries by one-third the length. 
But the present form is distinguished from all other true Cuckoos 
by undergoing no change of plumage and by retaining in the adult 
stage a barred livery that in the other genera is confined to the 
young. This appears to me a stronger reason for adopting Cabanis^s 
genus than the slight structural distinctions mentioned ; but I 
think that the only species of the present group, if not classed 
separately, should be referred to Gacomantis rather than to Guoulus* 

1114. Penthoceryx sonnerati. The Banded Bay Cuckoo. 

OucuLus sonneratii, Latham^ Ind* Om* i, p. 215 (1790) ; Blyth^ Gat* 
p. 72; Layardj A. M, N* JT. (2) xiii, p. 452; Jer^n^ B* L i, 
p. 825; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 860; JXoldmorth, P. Z. S* 1872. 
p 430 ; Walden^ Tr, Z S. viii, p. 66 ; Blyth Wald* Bir<k Burm. 
p. 80 ; Fairhank, S F. iv, p. 255 ; Mume Bav. S P yi> p 156 , 
Anderson^ Yunnan Fjcped*^ Aves, p. 587 ; Hume^ S. F. vii, p. 207 ; 
id* Cat* no. 202 ; Zegge, Birds Ceyt* p. 283 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 54 ; 
Butler, ibid p. 888 , Oates, B. B* ii, p. 107 ; id* in BCume’s F* ^ E, 
2nd ed. ii, p. 382 ; Barnes, Birds Bom p. 125 ; SheUey, Cat. B* M* 
xix, p. 262. 

Ouculus pravata, Sorsf. Tr, Xdnn* Boo, xiii, p. 179 (1821) ; Strickland, 
J A* S* B. xiii; p. 890. 

Ouculus venustus, Jerdon, Madr. Jour* L* S* xiii, pt. 2, p. 141 (1844). 

Polyphfiuaa sonnerati, B[or^* ^ M* Cat. ii, p. 699. ^ 

Penthoceryx sonnerati. Cab. ^ Eeine, Mus. Mein, iv, p. 16 ; Walden, 
Ibis, 1872; p. 867. 

Ololy^n tenuirostrisj apud Mume, S. F. ii, p. 472 ; iii, p. 80 ; nec 
Ouculus tenuirostris, Gray. 

Basha katti pitta, Tel. ; Punohi koha, Oinghalese. 
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Coloration. Upper plumage throughout alternately barred with 
rufous and blacki&h brown, the latter glossed with green ; on the 
forehead the rufous is partly replaced by white ; wing-feathers 
dark brown, the outer webs narrowly, the inner broadly indented 
with rufous ; tail-feathers dark brown, tipped with white, margins 
indented with rufous, the rufous edges increasing on the outer 
feathers till the outermost are rufous with imperfect black bars 
and a subterminal brown band ; lower plumage throughout buffy 
white, with numerous narrow dark brown cross-bars ; sides of head 
and neck the same, the ear-coverts rufous and brown. In very 
old birds the rufous on the upper parts is reduced and the colour 
becomes darker. The young differ in no important particular from 
adults. 

Upper mandible and tip of lower black, rest of lower greenish 
yeUow ; ins brown of different shades ; legs and feet brownish slaty 
or greenish. 

Length about 9‘5 ; tail 4*75 to 5*2 ; wing 4*6 to 5 ; tarsus *7 ; 
bill from gape* IT. Malay specimens (P. pravatus) are smaller, the 
wing measuring 4 to 4*6 inches. 



Pig. 63 — Head of P att^ \. 


Distribution. A resident species, common in Oeylon and in the 
forests near the Malabar coast, rare in the Bombay Elonkan, and 
very rare elsewhere in the Indian Peninsula and in the Western 
Himalayas, though recorded from Mussooree, Kumaun, Manbhoom, 
and Eaipur ; less rare in the Eastern Himalayas, but still tar from 
common, and ranging throughout Burma and the Malay Peninsula 
to Sumatra, Borneo, and Java. 

Habits^ ^c. A shy bird with, according to Legge, a curious far- 
sounding whistle, syllabized as wM, whip-wTiiwhp. and a peculiar 
call-note, commencing in a low key, then suddenly changing to a 
higher, and then dying away. This Cuckoo feeds chiefly on cater- 
piBars. Eggs supposed to belong to it have been found in the nest 
of OtQ<mn]psa fuscioaudata^ measuring *82 by '62. 


Genus CHRYSOCOCCYX, Boie, 1827. 

This is a genus of small Cuckoos distinguished by the sexes 
differing in plumage, and by the male exhibiting bnlliant colours 
with a metallic lustre. The structure presents few peculiarities ; 
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the tail is short and slightly rounded, the wings long and pointed, 
tlie primaries exceeding the secondaries by more than one-third 
the length of the closed wing. The tarsus is feathered almost 
throughout. 

In the British Museum Catalogue the African forms are placed 
in a separate genus, but I do not think them entitled to distinction. 
The genus in the sense here accepted inhabits the Ethiopian, 
Oriental, and Austrahan regions and extends to New Zealand. 

to the Species, 

Upper parts green C, maculatus, ad.^ p 222. 

Upper parts violet C, xaniTiorhynchus, S ad., p. 221 

Upper parts coppery bronze C, mamlaius, 2 & juy , p. 222. 

Head aoove light rufous, mantle green C. xantliorhynchm, § & iuv., 

[p. 221 

1115. Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus. The Violet CucTcoo, 

Ouculus xanthorhynchus, Sorsf, Trans Linn, Soc. xiii, p. 179 
(1821) , Walde^i, Ibis, 1876, p. 346 

Chrysococcyx xanthorhynchus, Blyth, J, A. S. B xi, p. 919 , id. 
Cat. p 73; JECorsf. <§• M. Cat. ii, p. 706; Walden, Ibis, 1874, 
p. 137 ; Godto •‘Aust, J, A. S, B, xliu, pt 2, p. 155 ; Blyth, Birds 
Burnt p. 80; Wardl. Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 458; Stone, Cat. 
no 211 bis , id. S. F, ix, p, 248 ; xi, p. 75 , Oates, S. F. x, p. 103 ; 
id B. B. ii, p. 114; Saivadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii, 
p. 432. 

Chalcococcyx xanthorhynchus, Cab. Seine, Mus. Sein. iv, p 15 ; 
Sume, S. F. ii, p. 191 ; iii, p. 81 ; Sutne ^ Sav. S, F. vi, 
pp. 161, 506 ; Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 289. 

Chrysococcyx limborgi, Tweeddale, P. Z, S. 1877, p. 366 ; id. S. F. 
vii, p. 319 ; Sume, Cat. no. 211 quat. ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 168 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p 116. 

Lamprococcyx malayanus, Sime ^ Sav. 8. F. vi, p. 603. 

Chrysococcyx malayanus, Sume, Cat, no. 211 ter; id. S. F, xi, 
p. 76. 

Coloration. Male, Head and neck all round and upper breast 
with aU the upper parts glossy violet ; quills blackish brown ; outer 
tail-feathers tipped white and the outermost pair with about three 
interrupted white bars ; lower breast, abdomen, wing-lining, and 
under tail-coverts marked with alternating broad cross-bars of 
white and violet or green. 

Female, Above greenish bronze with a coppery tinge, a little 
white on the forehead; tips of wing and taal-feathers greener; 
quills brown, their inner edges chestnut except near the tips ; all 
tail-feathers except the middle pair banded green and chestnut 
and tipped white, on the outer pair the chestnut on the outer 
web is replaced by white ; lower parts with sides of the head and 
neci alternately handed white and bronze-green, the bands wider 
behind. 

The nestling is rufous except on the breast and abdomen ; the 
head and neck with broad dusky longitudinal streaks ; body above 
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and below and the tail barred with dark brown, but not the quills. 
This passes into a phase of plumage that is barred throughout 
rufous and glossy green above, white and green below ; in some 
male specimens the upper parts are cliiefly green, but usually some 
violet feathers appear. The plumage of the young is never the 
the same as that of the adult female, but at one stage the two 
sexes only differ in the barrmg on the lower parts being broader 
in males. 

In males the bill is orange-yellow^ ; ins red ; eyelids green, the 
edges red ; mouth orange ; legs brownish green ; claws black. In 
females and young birds only the base of the bill is orange, 
terminal portion dark brown {Oates), 

Length about 6*5 ; tail 2*8 ; wmg 4 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from gape *75. 

The type of G, hmhorgi^ now in the British Museum, has 
a broad pure white nuchal collar. It is probably an accidental 
vanety, but may possibly belong to a distinct form. It was 
obtamed at the base of Muleyit, Tenasserim. 

Distrihution, From Bibrugarh in Assam, Cachar and Tipperah, 
throughout Burma and the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra, Borneo, 
and Java, but nowhere common. Pound also in the Andaman and 
iNicobar Islands. 

Halits^ According to Oates this Cuckoo is found in dense 
groves, and lives mainly on caterpillars ; it is a sdent bird and 
quiet in its movements. Its egg is unknown. 


1116. Chrysococcyx maculatus. The Emerald Cuchoo, 

Trogon maculatus, Gmel, Syst, Nat, i, p. 404 (1788). ^ 

Ohrysococcyx lucidus, apud Blyth, J, A. S. B xi, p. 917 , xiii, 
p. 390 ; nee Ouculus lucidus, (xm 

Ohiysococcyx smaragdmus, Blythf J, A. S, B. xv, p. 63 (1846). 

Ohiysococcyx chalcites, apud Blythf Cat, p. 73 5 nee Ouculus 
ch^cites, Illiger, 

Ohiysococcyx hodgsoni, Moore, Sorsf. M, Cat. li, p. 705 (1856-8) ; 
Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 3385 Cfodw.-Aust J. A. 8, B, xli, pt 2, 
p. 142 5 Davidson, 8. F. x, p. 299. 

Lampiococcyx maculatus, Walden, Ibis, 1869, p. 334 ; Hume ^ Dav, 
8,F, VI, pp. 161, 602 5 Salvadori, Ann Mus Civ, Gen, (2) iv, p. 681. 

Ohrysococcyx maculatus, Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm. p. 80 5 
Walden, Ibis, 1876, p. 3465 Wardl, Bamsay, Ibis, 1877, p. 458; 
Hurne, Cat, no. 211 ; %d, 8, F. ix, p. 248, xi, p. 74 5 Bingham, 8, F 
ix, p. 167 5 Oates, B. B li, p. 113. 

Ouculus maculatus, Walden, Ibis, 1876, Mb •, Legge, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 238. 

OhaJcococcyx maculatus, Shelley, Cat. B, M. xix, p. 291 , Oates tn 
Hume's N, ^ B. 2nd ed. ii, p. 387. 

Ang’-pha, Lepcha, 

Coloration, Male, Head and neck all round and upper breast 
with all the upper parts glossy green, tinged in parts with bronze ; 
tips of primaries bluish ; quills brown, inner webs with an elongate 
white patch, forming on all but the first three the basal part of 
the inner margin 5 outer tail-feathers tipped white, outermost pair 
with three w’hite bars 5 lower breast, abdomen, and w^ing-lining 
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broadly banded alternately with white and metallic green or 
bronze ; under tail-coverts green, with a few white bars. 

Female and immature male, Crown and back of neck pale 
rufous, generally with white and dark brown bars ; back, wdngs, 
and tail metallic green, much tinged with yellow or coppery 
bronze ; quills brown, each with a rufous patch on the inner web ; 
median tail-feathers broadly tipped with coppery brown ; outer 
tail-feathers barred chestnut and black and tipped white, on the 
outermost pair the chestnut is partly replaced by white ; lower 
parts barred white and copper, more broadly on the abdomen. 

The young has the head and neck rufous all round, but barred 
below. 

Bill bright orange-yellow, tipped black ; irides red-brown ; legs 
and feet dark brownish green. 

Length 7 ; tail 2-9 ; wing 4*4 ; tarsus '6 ; bill from gape -85. 

Distribution. The Himalayas, below about 4000 feet, as far 
west as Kumaun, also Assam and the hills to the southward, 
Manipur, throughout Burma, Siam, and the Malay Peninsula to 
Sumatra and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands ; almost every- 
where rare. Although the species is said to have been originally 
brought from Ceylon, and is stated by Blyth and Jerdon to have 
been procured in Central India (probably Chutia Nagpur), its 
occurrence in the Indian Peninsula and Ceylon must be regarded 
as very doubtful. 

Habits^ According to Davison this Cuckoo has a fine clear 
whistlmg call of three notes, rapidly uttered. It feeds entirely on 
insects (in Assam, according to Mr. Cripps, on ants), it keeps to 
high branches of trees in forests, and calls on moonlight nights as 
well as in the day. Hume attributes to the present species 
a nearly uniform pale pinkish chocolate egg, found in the nest of 
Stachyrhidopsis rujlceps, and measuring *8 by *62. 

Genus STTBrNICULUS, Lesson, 1831. 

The present genus is repiarkable for its extraordinary resem- 
blance in structure and coloration to a Drongo or King-Crow 
(Dicrurus). The plumage is almost entirely black, and the tail 
torked, owing to the lateral rectrices being turned outwards ; the 
extent to which they diverge is variable, and the median rectrices 
are straight. AIL the tail-feathers are nearly equal in length, except 
the outermost pair, which are much shorter. In other respects 
there is no important difference from Cacomantis^ except that the 
young only difier from the adults in having a few white spots and 
less glossy plumage. 

The genus ranges throughout the greater part of the Oriental 
region, a single species occurring in India. 

1117. Sumiculus lugubris. The Drongo Cuckoo. 

Cuculus lugubris, JSorsf, Tr, Linn. Sog, xiii, p. 179 (1821). 

Pseudomis dicruroides, JBCodgs. J, A. S, B. viii, p. 186 (1889). 

Ouculus dicruroides, Jerdon^ Madr. Jour. L. S. xi, p. 221 (1840) , 



l>24 


cccuLii).?:. 


Blyth^ J, A, S £ XI, p 915, xii, p. 244 ; Layard, A. M. N. J3. 
(2) xiii, p. 453. 

Surniculus dieruroides, Blyth, Cat p 72; Jlorsf. M, Cat. ii. 
p OOG ; Jerdon^ B. 1. i, p. 330, Holdsicorthj P Z S. 1872, p 431 ; 
Godio.-Aust J A B. B. xlvii, pt. 2, p 14 
Siirmculus lufrubns, Blytlu Cat p. 72 ; Horsf. ^ M Cat ii, p 695; 
Blyfh iVald. Birds Burm. p 80; Hume Bav. 8. F vi, 
pp. 169, 502, Anders Yunnan Fvped p. 587, Ball^ 8. F. 
vii, p. 207 ; Hume^ Cat no 210; %d. 8. F. ix, p. 248: xi, p. 74; 
Zeff{/e, Birds Ceyl. p. 243, Barnes^ Birds Bom p 128; OateSj 
B B. li, p. 112 , Salvador ij Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii, p. 380; 
Shelley^ Cat B. M. xix, p, 227. 

jEJzr-? io^-vyenij Lepcba. 

Coloration. Black throughout, with a changeable gi’een and 
purple gloss, brightest above ; usually, but not always, there are 
two or three white feathers on the nape, not unfrequently a few 
white spots remain on the upper tail-coverts ; there is always 
a white spot on the inner web of the first primary and an oblique 
band formed by patches on the inner webs of the other quills ; 
part of the thigh-coverts and markings on the lower tail-coverts 
are white, and there are white bars, generally imperfect, on the 
outermost tail-feathers and a few spots on the next pair. 

In the young there is less gloss on the feathers, and small 
terminal white spots are irregularly dispersed over the plumage : 
the white marbngs are more developed on the tail-feathers, and 
the under wing-coverts are partly white. 

Bill black ; iris brown ; legs plumbeous; claws blackish (Oates). 

Length about 10 ; tail 5*25 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus *65 ; bill from 
gape 1*1. 

Distribution. Apparently very rare in the Peninsula of India, * 
having been observed only near Eaipur, on the Qoddvari below I 
Sironcha, and perhaps at another locality in the Southern Central^ 
Provinces (Jerdon’s locality in “Central India also in the 
Wynaad and Malabar coast-land. This bird is more common in 
Ceylon, but is locally distributed. It is found at low elevations in 
the Himalayas as far west as Hipal, and from the Eastern 
Himalayas throughout Assam, Burma, and other countries east of 
the Bay of Bengal to Borneo and Java. Probably it is more 
widely distributed in India, but its extraordinary resemblance to a 
King-Crow causes it to be overlooked. 

Halits.^ ^c. According to Legge, this is a tame, quiet bird, with 
a straight flight, and a remarkably human whistle of six ascending 
notes, as if some one were practising a musical scale. Its food 
consists of caterpillars and beetles with various seeds. It is 
supposed to deposit its eggs in the nests of Dicruri ; and Davison 
has seen tv o Bong-Crows feeding a young Surniculus. 

Cenus COCCTSTES, GHoger, 1834* 

Unlike any of the preceding genera of Cuckoos, the present is 
distinguished by possessing a pointed occipital crest of some 
length ; the tail is much longer than the wing, and the tail-feathers 
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graduated; the wing is short and rounded, the primaries only 
extend one-fourth to one-fifth the length of the closed wing 
beyond the secondaries ; the tarsus is bare except at the base. 
Bill compressed, culmen much curved towards the tip. Sexes 
alike. ISCo distinct plumage in the young. 

The six species belonging to this genus range throughout 
Africa, Southern Europe, and Southern Asia. Two are Indian. 

Key to the Sj>ee{e$, 


Upper parts entirely black C. jacohnus^ p. 226. 

A white collar ; wings mostly chestnut C, coromandusj p. 22G. 


1118. Coccystes jacobinus. The Pkd Crested Guclcoo, 

Cuculus jacobinus, Bodd. Tahh PL EnL p. 63 (1783). 

Cuculus melanoleucus, Qm. Syst. Nat i, p 416 (1788). 

Oxylophus melanoleucus, Blyth^ Cat. p. 74. 

Coccystes melanoleucus, Horsf Cat. ii, p. 694; Jm'don, B. I. 
i, p. 339 , %d. IbiSf 1872, p. 15 ; StohczJca, J A, S. B. xxxvii, 
pt, 2, p. 23 ; Kiny, %hid. p 214 ; Godnjo.-Aust. J. A. 8 B. xliii, 
pt. 2, p. 155 ; Cot deaux^ Ibis, 1888, p. 224. 

Coccystes jacobinus, Soldsworth^ P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 432 ; Eume, 8. F. 
i, p. 173 ; xi, p 76 ; td. Cat. no. 212, Morgan, Ibis, 1876, p. 316 ; 
Blytk ^ Wald. Birds Burnt, p. 81 ; Butler, 8 F. v, p. 327 ; vii, 
p. 181 ; Davidson Wenden, ibid, p. 79 ; Ball, ibid. p. 207 ; Cripps, 
%hid. p. 265 ; Legge, Bh'ds Ceyl. p. 246 ; Biddulpk, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 60 ; Davison, 8, F. x, p. 360 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 118 ; id. in 
Hume's N. ^ E, 2nd ed. li, p. Sfe ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 129 ; 
Norman, Ibis, 1888, p. 402 ; Shelley, Cat, B. M, xix, p. 217. 

Pupiya, Chatah, IL ; Kola hvibul, Beng. ; Gola koJdla, Tangada 
gorankah, Tel. 



Eig 64. — Head of C. jacobinus, 1. 


Coloration. Upper plumage throughout and the sides of the 
head black glossed with green ; quills dark brown, with a broad 
white hand near the base across the inner webs of all except the 
three innermost, and across the outer webs of all primaries except 
the first ; tail-feathers with white tips, very broad on the outer, 
narrow on the middle pair ; lower parts white, sometimes grey- 
brown, the basal part of the feathers showing. Young birds are 

ttt 
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brown above, buff below, the chin and throat grey at first, wing- 
bar and spots at end of tail-feathers buff. 

Bill black, irides red-brown ; legs leaden blue {Jerdon). 

Length 13 ; tail 6*8 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Distribution, Throughout India from the lower Himalayas, and 
in Ceylon, ranging from Sind, the Punjab, and Kashmir, to Assam, 
Cachar, Manipur, and Upper Burma, but not yet observed in 
Lower Pegu, nor east of the Irrawaddy valley. To the westward 
this Cuckoo is found almost throughout Africa south of the 
Sahara. 

Halits^ 4'c. Although there is no reason to suppose that this 
bird migrates at any time of the year out of India, it moves about 
a good deal at different seasons, and in some parts, as in Sind, 
Indore, parts of the Deccan, around Calcutta, at Pandpur in 
Eastern Bengal, and at Shillong in the Elhasi hills, it is either 
met with only during the rains or more abundantly at that period. 
It feeds on insects, which it not unfrequently takes on the 
ground. The breeding-season is in July, August, and September, 
and at this time G, jacobvnus is very noisy, frequently uttering its 
peculiar call, which Jerdon terms a “high-pitched wild metallic 
note.’^ The female lays in the nest of various species of Cratero^us 
and Argya ; the eggs resemble those of the Babblers, being blue 
in colour and measuring about *94 by *73. 

1119. Coccystes coromandus. The Eed-iuinged Crested Cuckoo^ 

Ouculus coromandus, Linn, Sgst Nat i, p. 171 (1766). 

Oxylophus coromandus, Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L. S. xi, p. 222 ; Blyth, 
J A, S. B. XI, p. 920; td. Cat p. 74; Layard, A, M. N S. (2) 
xiii, p. 451. 

Coccystes coromandus, Horrf. 8f M, Cat ii, p. 693 ; Jerdon, B. L i, 
p. 341 ; JELoldmorth, P. Z, S, 1872, p. 432 , Godw.-Aust. J. A, S, B, 
xhm pt. 2, p. 156 ; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Bum, p, 81 ; Bkme, 
S, Jr, in, p. 82 ; xi, p. 76 ; id. Cat no. 213 ; JSume Dav. S, JF, 
vi, p. 162; Legye, Birds Ceyl, p. 249; Bcully, S. F, viii, p. 257 ; 
Tidal, S, F. ix, p. 65 : Oates, JB, B, ii, p, 117 ; id, in JEOumds N. 
^ JB. 2nd ed. ii, p. &1 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 130; Norman, 
Ibis, 1888, p. 400 ; Shelley, Cat B. Jif, xix, p. 214. 

Yerra gola hohila, Tel. ; Tseben, Lepcha. 

Coloration, Crown, nape, and sides of head black, the crest- 
feathers brightly glossed with bluish green; a white half-collar 
round the back of the neck ; back, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts 
near the forearm, innermost greater coverts, and tertiaries black, 
richly glossed with green ; remainder of wings, both coverts and 
quills, chestnut, tips of quills dusky ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
black, with a bluish gloss ; tail more purple, the outer feathers 
slightly tipped white ; chin, throat, and fore-neck pale ferruginous ; 
breast white, abdomen and flanks ashy brown, under tail-coverts 
black, with violet gloss like the tail. 

The young has most of the feathers in the upper plumage 
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tipped with pale rufous, the chin and throat while, under tail- 
coverts and edges of tail-feathers butf. 

Bill black ; mouth inside salmon-colour ; iris pale reddish 
brown ; eyehds plumbeous ; legs plumbeous, claws horny. 

Length about 18'5 ; tail 9*5 ; wing 6*4 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from* 
gape 1*4. 

Distribution, This is a very rare bird in India. Jerdon states 
that he saw it in Malabar and the Carnatic, and that it has been 
found in Central India Chutia ISTagpur). There are skins in 
the Hume collection from Madras, Tnchinopoly, and the IS’ilgiris. 
The only other recorded occurrence I can find is at Savvant Wari, 
where Mr. Vidal obtained a specimen. The species appears to be 
lather more common in Ceylon. It is found at the base of the 
Himalayas in Nepal and farther east, in Assam, Eastern Bengal, 
Tipperah, the Graro hills, aud throughout Burma, being common 
m Pegu, and its range extends to the Malay Peninsula, Southern 
China, the Philippines, Borneo, and Celebes. 

Habits^ In Ceylon this Cuckoo is migrator}", according to 
Legge, arriving on the western coast (probably from India) about 
October, and leaving in Apnl. Elsewhere it is believed to be 
resident. In Pegu, as observed by Oates, it is seen singly or in 
pairs in thick jungle, and is entirely arboreal, feeding on cater- 
pillars. An egg obtained from the oviduct of a female in Tip- 
perah was uniform greenish blue, and measured 1*05 by *92. 
The eggs are probably deposited in nests of Cratero^xis or Garrulax, 
or their allies. 


Subfamily PHCENICOPHAINiB. 

The present subfamily contains a group of Cuckoos of very 
infenor powers of flight, and for the most part inhabitants of 
thick bush. Many of them feed on the ground, a few are fru- 
givorous. Only one genus, Eudyncmis, which is in other respects 
aberrant, has pai’asitic nesting-habits and lays coloured eggs ; all 
the others make nests and hatch their eggs like other birds, and 
have white eggs. 

The tarsus in this subfamily is always naked, the wing short 
and rounded, the tail generally long, well graduated, and broad. 
In many of the genera the plumage of the head and neck is spiny. 
The accessory femoro-caudal muscle is present, and the pectoral 
tract of feathers on each side divides, opposite the articulation of 
the humerus, into two branches, which terminate separately. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Tail and wing subeq[ual in length; head- 

feathers not spiny Eudynamis, p. 228. 

b. Tail much longer than wing ; head-feathers 

s;^y. 

a\ Claws of all toes similar. 
a'', Eeathers of back and breast not spiny. 
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Bill red throughout ; genei'al colour 

above grey 

Bill pardy or wholly green. 
a K Culmen much curved throughout : 
sexes alike in plumage. 
aK Tail-feathers ith white tips 
Naked sides of face not united 

across forehead 

Naked sides of face united . . 

5®. No white on tail-feathers 

Culmen almost straight except at 

tip . sexes dissimilar 

Breast and hack-feathers spiny, colour 

brownish 

b'. Claw of hallux much lengthened and 
nearly straight 


Zanclo&tomtjSjP* 230. 


Rhopodytes, p. 230. 
Phcenicophaes, p. 234. 
Rhaiuphococcyx, 

[p. 235. 

Rhixobtha, p. 236. 
Taccocua, p. 237. 
Centboptjs, p. 239. 


aenus EIJDYNAMIS, Yig. & Horsf., 1826. 

Sexes dissimilar ; the adult male beiug black, the adult female 
spotted or barred. The changes in the young are peculiar, the 
nestling, in the only species in which the various phases have been 
studied, having the coloration of the adult male, then changing 
into a garb resembling that of the female. 

The bill is stout, the culmen rounded and much curved ; the 
wdng and tail subequal in length, the latter moderately graduated, 
the rectrices broad. No crest. Legs stout; tarsus strongly 
scutellate in front, only plumed at the extreme base. 

The genus ranges throughout the Oriental region to New 
O-uinea and Australia* About six species are known, only one ol 
which inhabits India. 

1120. Eudynamis honorata. The Indian Koel, 

Cuculus honoratus, Linn, Syst, Nat, i, p. 169 (1766). 

Ouculus orientalis, aptid Blytk, J, A, S. JB, xi, p. 913, nec Linn, 
Eudynamis orientalis, Jerdon^ Madr, Jour, L. xi, p. 222 ; Pearson^ 
J, A, S. JB. X, p. 657 ; Blyth, J, A, 8, B. xii, p. 245 ; xvi, p. 4^ ; 
id. Cat, p. 73 ; JSorsf, 4* AT Cat, ii, p.707 ; Jerdm^ B, I, i, p, 342 ; 
Blyth J ibis, 1866, p. 363 ; A, Anderson, Ibis^ 1873, p, 74. 
Eudynamis honorata, Walden, Ibis, 1869, p. 338 , JSume, N. <§* JB, 
p 139 ; id, 8. F, i, p. 173 ; Adam, ibid, p. 373 ; A, Anderson, 
Ibis, 1876, p. 142; Mume, 8, F, iv, p. 463; Butler, 8. F. vii, 
p. 182 ; Ball, ibid. p. 207 ; Name, Col, no. 214; Scully, 8. F, viii, 
p. 267 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, p 261 ; JBetd, 8. F. x, p. 27 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom, p. 130 ; Oates in JHumds N, ^ F. 2nd ed. ii- p, 392 ; 
Shelley, Cat, B. M, xix, p. 316, 

Eudynamis malayana, Cab, ^ JBeine, Mtcs. BCein. iv, p. 62 (1862) ; 
Walden, Ibis, 1869, p. 339 ; JSume, 8. F, ii, p. 192 ; xi, p. 77 ; id. 
Cat, no. 214 bis ; Hume ^ JDao, 8, F, vi, p. 162 ; Oates, B, B, ii, 
p 119 ; Salvadori, Ann, Mus, Civ. Qen, (2) iv, p. 581 ; v, p. 569. 
Eudvnamis chinensis. Cab. ^ JSein, 1. c, note ; Blyth, Birds Burm. 
p. 81. 

Koel, H. ; Kohil, Bew; KoMa, Nallak Fodak $, Tel.; Kvsil, 
Koel, Tamul (Ceylon) ; Kayvla Kolia (S, Goniera Koha $ , Omg. ; Oihiu, 
Bunnese. 
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Coloration. Male black throughout with a bluish-green gloss. 

Female. ^ Above brown with an olive gloss ; head and neck 
spotted with white all round, more closely below ; back and wing- 
coverts also spotted ; quills and tail-feathers barred with white ; 
the spots of the fore-neck pass gradually into equal bars of white 
and glossy brown, which cover the breast and abdomen. 

The nestlmg is black throughout at first, but it soon assumes a 
hvery much like that of the adult female, but with the spots and 
bars rufous, the head with broad rufous shaft-stripes, the throat 



Pig. 65. — Head of K honorata, ci', J. 


with broad whitish streaks, the breast with large white spots, and 
the abdomen with dark arrowhead marks. From this both sexes- 
appear to pass into the adult plumage without moulting. Some 
young males are found almost without rufous spots or bars. 
Probably the changes that take place vary. 

Bill dull green, dusky at the gape ; ins bright crimson ; legs 
plumbeous, claws dark horny. 

Length about 17 ; tail 7 to 8*5 ; wing 7 to 8*25 ; tarsus 1*3 ; 
bill from gape 1*6. ^ 

Distribution. Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, except on 
the Himalayas above the tropical zone. This bird is rare m Sind 
and the Punjab, and not known to occur farther west ; to the 
eastward its range extends to China, and to the south-east 
throughout the Malay Archipelago to Flores. Mr. Hume found 
it in the Laccadive Islands, and it is common on the Andamans 
and Nicobars. The race from the countries east of the Bay of 
Bengal has been distinguished as E. malayana on account of 
rather larger size and a little stronger bill, the female, too, is said 
to be more rufous, but the differences are neither well marked nor 
constant. 

HabitSp ^ 0 . The Koel is one of the familiar Indian birds, well 
known to every resident in the country. In the breeding-season, 
from March or April till July, its cry of Tcu-i\ repeated 

several times, increasing in intensity and ascending in the scale, 
is to be heard in almost every grove. It has another call, like 
uttered by the male alone. This Cuckoo keeps much to 
groves of trees in cultivated tracts, and is rare in large forests. 
In Peg^ and Tenassenm, according to Oates and Davison, it 
makes its appearance in February and disappears about July^ 
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but it probably does not migrate to any great distance, and in 
India generally it is a resident. It feeds entirely on fruit. It 
lays in May and June in the nests of Crows, generally Coi*vm 
Sj^lendens^ less frequently m those of G, macrorliynchxis^ and not 
unfrequently two or more KoeVs eggs may be found in the same 
nest. The eggs much resemble those of Crows, but are smaller ; 
they are dark green, blotched and spotted with reddish brown, and 
measure about 1*19 by *92. The Crows bring up the Koel, which 
at times, at all events, ejects the young Crows, after they are 
hatched. Koels are often kept caged by natives of India, who 
admire the bird’s rich melodious call-notes. 


G-enus ZANCLOSTOMTJS, Swainson, 1837. 

Bill compressed, moderately deep ; culmen much curved, red in 
•colour ; nostril elongate, longitudinal, a small naked space round 
the orbit. Feathers of forehead and throat spiny. Wmg short, 
rounded, primaries scarcely longer than secondaries; tail very 
long, greatly graduated, the outer tail-feathers half or less than 
half the length of the median pair. Tarsus naked. 

Only one species is included in this genus. 

1121. Zanclostomus javanicus. The Lesser Red^-lilled Malkoha, 

Phoenicophaus javanicus, Sorsf. Tram, L%nn, Soc, xiii, p. 178 (1821). 

Zanclostomus javanicus, Swaim Class, Birds^ ii, p. 323 ; Blythy 
J, A S. B. XI, p, 1097 j id. Cat p. 76 ; JEorsf, M, Cat, ii, p. 688 , 
Blyihj Birds Burm, p. 81 ; Hmne Dav 8, F, vi, pp. 167, 606 ; 
Fume, Cat. no. 216 quint. ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 125 ; Shelley, Cat. 
5. Jfcf. xk, p. 880. ^ ' > a , s> 

Coloration, Upper parts, except the tail, ashy grey, strongly 
glossed witli green on the wings, rump, and upper tail-coverts ; 
quills brownish grey ; tail blacMsh, glossed wuth purple, varying 
to green, the rectrices tipped white ; chin, lores, cheeks, throat, 
and fore-neck pale ochraceous ; breast grey washed with rufous ; 
abdomen rusty red. 

Bill in adults coral-red ; irides brown, naked space round eye 
blue ; legs and feet dark plumbeous. 

Length about 17 ; tail 10*75 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 1*4 ; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distrihution, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, and the Malayan Penin- 
sula, extending into Tenasserim as far north as Tavoy, but very 
rare. 


Grenus EHOPODYTES, Cab. <& Heine, 1862. 

Bill deeper than in Zanclostomus and of a pale green colour ; 
nostril small, rounded or oval and oblique ; a large naked space 
round the orbit, separated from the bSl by a narrow band of 
feathers. No eyelashes. Otherwise as in Zanclostomus^ from 
which Ehojpodytes is doubtfully separable. 
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This genus ranges almost throughout the Oriental region, and 
four species occur within our area. 


Key to the Sjpedies^ 
a. Abdomen grey or blackish. 

a\ Orbital skin blue . length about 15*6 . . i2. mridirostt^j p. 231, 
h\ Orbital skin red. 

a!\ Length about 23 JR. tristis, p. 232. 

' b''. Length about 15 to 10 JR, diardi, p. 233. 

5. Abdomen ferruginous red JR. siinnatmnuSf p. 233. 


1122. Ehopodytes viridirostris. The Small Green-billed JMalJcoha. 

Zanclostomus viridirostris, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. S. xi, p. 223 
(1840) , id. III. Ind. Orn. pi. 3; w? £. I i, p. 346 j Blyth^ Cat. 
p. 76 , Horsf. ^ M, Cat. ii, p 690 : Layard, A. M. N. K. (2) 
xiii, p. 453 j JSoldsworth^ P. Z. S. 1872, p. 432 j Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p 258. 

Phoenicophaeus jerdoni, Blyth, J, A. 8. B. xi, p. 1095 (1842). 

Ehopodytes viridirostris, Cab. JEieine, Mus. JBLein. iv, p. 63 ; Dao 
Wend 8. F. vii, p. 79 ; BaU, ibid. p. 207 ; JELume^ Cat. no. 216 ; 
Vidal, 8. F. IX, p. 55 , Butler, ibid p. 389 , Daoison, 8. F. x, p. 360 j 
Barnes, Buds Bom p. 131 ; Oates in BJumds N. ^ E. 2nd ed. ii, 
p. 399 ; 8helley, Cat. B. JMJ. xix, p. 385. 

Kappra Fopya, H. ; Warnana KaJdf Tel. ; Kmil, Tam, (Ceylon) ; 
JMJahJ^ndetta, Cing. 

leathers of throat and fore-neck bifurcate, there being no web 
to the terminal portion of the shaft, and the plumage of those parts 
looking as if wet or partially stuck together. 

Coloration. Upper parts dark ashy with a green gloss, which 
becomes much stronger and metallic on the wings and tail ; the 
remiges and rectrices glossy above and below, and the latter 
broadly tipped with white; underparts pale ashy, throat and 
fore-neck streaked, owing to the structure of the feathers ; breast 
whitish, more or less tinged with rufous. 

Bill bright apple-green; naked skin around eyes cobalt-blue; 
irides blood-red ; legs blackish green (Jerdon). 

Length about 16’5 ; tail 8*75 to 10 ; wing 5*1 to 5*4 ; tarsus 1*35 ; 
bill from gape 1*4. 

Distribution. The Peninsula of India as far north as Eatn^iri 
and Belgaum to the westward, Sironcha on the Gj-odavari, Cuttack, 
and, according to Ball, Midnapore to the eastward ; also Ceylon 
in the low country. This Cuckoo does not ascend the hiQs. 

Habits, ^e. A haunter of bamboo- and bush-jungle, often found 
in hedges and other thickets about cultivation. Tins bird lives, 
according to Jerdon, on various large insects — ^grasshoppers, man- 
tides, caterpillars, &c. In Ceylon, according to more than one 
observer, it feeds chiefly on fruit. lake its allies, it has a very 
weak flight. The nest has been taken on the 10th March by 
Mr. Cardew in iN'orth Arcot, and by Mr. H* Wenden in July at 
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JSTulwar Station (G. I. R and is cup-shaped, roughly con- 
structed of t^igsand lined with green leaves. It contained m 
each case t\\o chalky vhite eggs, measuring about 1*12 by *8/. 


1123. Rhopodytes tristis. The Large Greea-hiTled MalTcoha* 

Melias tristis, Less. Traits d^Ormth.'^* 132 (1831) ; id. T oy. Bilanger, 
Zool. p. 231, Ois pi. 1. ^ ^ 

Phoenicophreus longicaudatus, Blytlij J, A. S. 9-3 (1841) ; xi, 

p. 1095; xii, p.246. 

Zanclostomtis tristis, Blythy Cat. p. 76; Hor.^f. ^ M. Cat. ii, 
p. 691 ; Jerdoriy B. I. i, p. 346 ; Godw.'-Aitst J A. 8, B. xxxix, 
pt 2, p, 98; BlyiJi 4* Wald. Birds Bunn. p. 81. 

Rhopodytes tristis, Cab. Meiney Mus. Hein.^ iv, p. 64; Oates 
Rumey 8. F. v, p 144 , Rwne Lav 8. F. yi, P* 1^2 J 8. F 

vii, p. 207 ; Rtioney Cat. no. 216 ; id. /S^. xi, p. 77 ; Smllyy T. 

viii, p. 258 5 Binglianiy 8. F. ix, p. 168 ; OateSy B. B. li, p 1-1 ; 
Salvadwi, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 582 ; v, p. 669; vii, 
p. 381 ; Oates in Rumens N. 4* F. 2na ed. u, p. 397 ; 8helleyy Cat. 
B.M.sxay^ 386, 

Ban-hdMly Beng. ; 8anku^ Lepcha; Bamuruy Assam; Wapalaiy 
Burmese, 


Coloration. Some black bristles scattered over the forehead and 
#*hir> and around the gape ; lores black, a band above the lores and 
naked orbital area black and white mixed ; head and neck above 
ashy grey, with a greenish wash, which passes on the back into 
glossy green ; wings and tail black, richly glossed^ with ^een both 
above and below ; some blue gloss on the quills ; tail-feathers 
broadly tipped with white ; chin and cheeks whitish, feathers black- 
shafted, passing into colour of throat, which is pale brownish ashy, 
becoming darker on the breast and passing into dark ashy on the 

abdomen. . j • • i 

Bill pale green, tinged at gape and about base with red ; indes 
brown or reddish brown ; orbital skin dull dark to bright crimson ; 
legs and feet dark greenish plumbeous (Davison). 

Length about 23 ; tail about 15 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus 1*6 ; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution. The outer Himalayas below about 8000 ft, 
elevation as far west as Humaun ; also Bengal and, according to 
Jerdon, Ohutia Kagpur and the l^orthern Oircars (this needs 
confirmation) ; common in Assam, the hill-tracts to the south- 
ward, throughout Burma, except to the extreme south of Tenas- 
serim, and m Siam, Cambodia, and Cochin China. 

Rabits, SfG. This bird, like others of the genus, keeps singly or in 
pairs to thick scrub, and is but rarely seen on the wdng ; its flight is 
slow and heavy, and when flushed it escapes into bush or forest as 
quickly as it can, and makes its way with great rapidity through 
dense cover. It feeds on the ground upon insects of all kinds. 
It has a low clucking note, called by Davison a cat-like chuckle. 
It breeds in Sikbim. about May, in Burma from March till 
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July ; the nest is a loose platform of t^ngs, with two or three 
white chalky eggs, measuring about 1*46 to 1*05. 

1124. Rhopodytes diardi. DiarcVs Green’-hilled MaTkdha, 

Melias diardi, Lesson^ TraiU SlOrnith,'^, 132 (1831). 

Phcenicophseus tristis, a'pud Blyth, J, A. S B, xi, p. 928 ; xii, p 246. 

Zanclostomus diardi, Blyt/i, Cat, p. 76 \ Sorsf. ^ M, Cat, ii, p. 690 ; 
Blytk, Birds Burm, p. 81. 

Rhopodytes diardi, Cab, Seine, Mus. Sein, iv, p. 61 ; Shai'pe, 
P. Z, S. 1873, p 604, fig. 9 ; Hume ^ Da'o, S, F, vi, p. 163 ; Hmne, 
Cat, no, 216 bis 5 Oates, B, B, ii, p. 122; Shelley, Cat, B. M, 
xix, p. 390, 

Coloration, Almost the same as that of E, tmstis. The narrow 
line of feathers on the lores black; head and neck dark ashy 
grey ; lower hind-neck, back, rump, wings, and tail, the latter two 
both above and below, rich glossy metallic green, passing into 
blue ; all the tail-feathers tipped with white, less broadly than 
in P. tristis. Lower parts ashy, chin whitish, the rest dark, 
becoming blackish on the abdomen. 

Bill pale green ; irides dark brown ; bare orbital space crimson ; 
edges of eyelids black; legs and feet dark plumbeous green 
(Davison), 

Length about 15; tail 9; wing 5; tarsus 1*25; bill from 
gape 1*4. 

DistHhution, Prom the neighbourhood of Mergui throughout 
Southern Tenasserim and the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra. 

Habits, ^ 0 , Similar to those of E, tristis, which this species 
replaces south of Mergui. 

1125. Rhopodytes sumatranus. The Sumatran 
Green-hvlled MaTkdha, 

Ouculus sumatranus, Eaffl, Tram, Linn, Soc, xiii, p 287 (1822). 

Zanclostomus sumatranus, Blyth, Cat. p. 76 ; Horsf, ^ M, Cat, li, 
p. 689. 

Rhopodytes sumatranus, Cab, ^ Heine, Mus, Hein, iv, p. 62 ; Hwne 
^ Dav, S. F. vi, p. 164 ; Hume, Cat, no. 215 ter ; Shelley, Cat, 
B, M. xix, p. 391. 

Poliococcyx sumatranus, Sharpe, P, Z. S. 1873, p. 606, fig. 14 ; Oates, 
B, B. ii, p. 123. 

Nostrils long, oblique. 

Coloration, Narrow band of feathers on lores black, a few white 
feathers sometimes, not always, present above the bare orbital 
area; head above dark ashy grey, passing on the neck into 
metallic green, which covers the remainder of the upper surface ; 
quills and outer tail-feathers steel-blue above and below ; all the 
tail-feathers with moderate white tips. Chin and throat ashy; 
breast darker, with a wash of glossy ^een ; abdomen and lower 
tail-coverts deep bay. Shafts of head- and neck-feathers black, 
but not conspicuous. 
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Bill pale green; irides pale blue; bare orbital space orange, 
palest round the eye, shading to blood-red at the posterior angle ; 
legs and feet plumbeous green {Davison), 

Length about 16; tad 9*5; wing 5*5; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1*5. 

Disti'iliition, Tenasserim, south of Mergui (common on the 
island of Mergui), the Malay Peninsula, Java, Sumatra, and 
Borneo. 


Genus PHCENICOPHAES, Vieillot, 1816. 

Bill stout, wide at the base, compressed in front; culmen 
curved throughout, upper mandible very high ; nostril a narrow 
longitudinal sht, parallel to the commissure and close to it. Sides 
of the head naked and papillose, the bare skin extending across 
the forehead all round the base of the upper mandible ; no eye- 
lashes. Tail long, broad, and graduated ; wing rounded. Feathers 
of crown and throat with stiS projecting shafts. Sexes only 
differing in the colour of the iris. 

A single species. 



Pig. 66. — ^Head of P, pyrrkoce^halus^ 


1126, Phcenicophaes pyrrhocephalus. The Bed-faced MaTkoha. 

Ouculus pyrrhocephalus, Forster, Ind, Zool, p. 16, pi. yi (1781). 
Phcenicophaeus pyrrhocephalus, Blyth, J, A, S. JB, ad, p. 927 ; id* 
Cat. p. 75 ; Layard, A, M. N. JEC. (2) xiii, p. 453 ; Uoldswortk, 
F. Z. B* 1872, p. 433 ; Legge, S. F i, p. 346. 

Phcenicophaes pyrrhocephalus, Walden, Tr* Z. S. viii, p. 52, fig. 8 ; 
Bharpe, F. Z. B. 1873, p. 606, fig. 11 ; JEEume, Cat* no. 216 bis ; 
Legge* Birds Ceyl. p. 265, pi. xii : Parker* Ibis* 1886, p. 184 ; 
B&y* Cat. B. M* sx, p. 395. 

MaIk(Bndetta, Warreliya, Cingalese. (The first-named appears to 
have been the ongin of the term Malkoka, quoted by Forster, and 
applied to several Ground-Cuckoos by European ornithologists.) 

Coloration* Crown, hind neck, and sides of neck black, with 
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a greenisli gloss, narrowly streaked with white; rest of upper 
parts metallic bluish green ; quills more blue ; tail-feathers with 
long white tips, longest on the outer rectrices ; chin and cheeks 
white with black shaft-marks ; throat and fore- neck glossy black ; 
rest of lower parts white. 

Bill apple-green ; irides brown in males, white in females ; 
whole sides of face crimson; legs and feet bluish slate (Legge). 

Length about 18; tail 11; wing 6-25; tarsus 1*4; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution, Peculiar to Ceylon, found in the forests of the 
lower tracts almost throughout the island. 

Hahts, According to Legge this is a shy bird, generally 
keeping to forests with much undergrowth. It is often seen in 
small flocks. As a rule it is silent, but at times utters a low 
monosyllabic call when flying about. It lives chiefly on fruit, but 
occasionally eats small insects, and its flesh is said to be weU- 
flayoured. 


G-enus RHAMPHOCOCCYX, Oabanis, 1862. 

Bin similar to that of Phosnicoj^Tiaes^ the nostrils at the base 
varying in form. A large naked area round the eye, extending to 
the base of the bill, but not across the forehead ; small eyelashes 
present. No white on the plumage. Otherwise this genus closely 
resembles PhoenicopTiaes, 

I do not regard EMnococoysB^ Dryococcyx^ and Urococcyx as 
generically distinct] from PTmmphococcyx^ the differences in the 
shape of the nostrils, on which these genera were founded, not 
being by themselves of sufficient importance. The genus UhaTnipho- 
coccyx^ as here understood, comprises five known species, and 
ranges from Tenasserim to Celebes. One species only occurs in 
Burma. 


1127, Rhamphococcyx erythrognathus. 

Phcenicophaes erythrognathus, Martlauh, Syst Verz. Mm, Br&m, 
p. 95 (1844) ; Walden, Tr, Z, S, viii, p. 53, fig 7 ; Blyth, Birds 
Burm, p 81 ; Bjume Dav, S. F, vi, pp. 165, 506. 

Phcenicopnaus curvirostris, apud Blyth, Vat. p. 75 ; id, J, A. B, B. 
xxiv, p. 278 ; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat ii, p. 687 , nec Ouculus curvirostris, 
Shaw, 

Rhamphococcyx erythrognathus, Cab, 4“ Mevm, Mm, Mem, xv, 
p. 67 ; Hume, Cat no. 216 ter ; Oates, B B ii. p. 124. 

Urococcyx erythrognathus, Shelley, Cat, B, M, xix, p. 898. 

Coloration, Upper parts metallic green ; head greyer and less 
glossy; quills bluish green above, purple beneath ; terminal 3 or 4 
inches of each tail-feather almost always dark chestnut (very 
rarely green) ; in some specimens there is a narrow white super- 
ciliary line above the naked orbital area ; chin and cheeks ashy 
grey (whitish in some individuals); throat, breast, and lower 
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tail-eoverts dull chestnut ; abdomen darker and duller ; flanks and 
thigh-coverts blackish with a green gloss. 

Bill pale green; both mandibles maroon-red near the base; 
irides blue in the male, yellow in the female ; legs and feet dark 
plumbeous. 

Length about 18 5; tail 11; wing 6*75; tarsus 1*6; bill from 
gape 1*9. 

Distribution, The Malayan Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, 
ranging into Southern Tenasserim as far north as Yay. 

Sahits^ According to Tickell and Davison, very similar to 
those of its allies. Tickell observed that this species fed on 
“ Coleoptera, Hemiptera, and very large caterpillars.’^ 

Genus BHINORTHA, Vigors, 1830. 

Bill longer than in the preceding genera and compressed, the 
eulmen almost straight till near the tip ; nostril oval, longitudinal ; 
naked area around the eye not separated from the bill by feathers 
on the lores. Wings and tail as in Zanclostomus. Peathers of 
head spiny. Sexes different. 

A single species. 

1128. Rhinortha chlorophaea. Eaffles^s Gremir-hiUed MaXkoha. 

Ouculus chlorophasus, Daffl. Trans, Linn, Soc, xiii, p. 288 (1822). 

Rhinortha chloroplieea, Vip App Mem Mqffl p. 6/1 , BJyth, J, A, 
S B, xi, p. 924 , xii, p 246 ; xiv, p. 199 ; xvi, p 468 , id. Cat. 
p. 76 , Horsf. .g- M Cat ii, p 692 ; Sharpe, P. 8, 1873, p. 603, 
ng. 8 , Walden, m Blythes Bii ds Burm. p. 82 ; IIu 7 ne ^ Dav, 8, F, 
vi, p 166 , BLuYne,Cat. no 216 quat , Oates, B B, ii, p. 120 ; Shelley, 
to. P. iW. xLx, p. 393 , 



Pig. 67. — Head of B, chlorophma^ 


Coloration. Male. Head and neck above chestnut, back and 
wings rather darker, quills broadly tipped dusky ; rump and upper 
tail-coverts and tail dull black, with narrow grey cross-bars, not quite 
so close together on the tail ; all tail-feathers broadly tipped white, 
the pale bars wanting near the white tip ; chin, throat, and sides of 
head and neck pale chestnut, growing paler on the breast and then 
passing into dull brown with close faint cross-bars on the abdomen, 
flanks, and lower tail-coverts. 

Female. Head and neck above and on the sides ashy grey ; back, 
rump, wings, and tail deep chestnut, the quills with dusky tips, the* 
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tadl-feathers tipped with white and with a sub terminal black band ; 
lower parts to the breast pale grey, sometimes washed with buff, 
becoming more rufous on the breast and abdomen ; flanks and lower 
tail-coverts chestnut. 

Bill apple-green ; orbital skin pale green, inclining to bluish; 
irides dark brown ; legs and feet dark plumbeous {Davison), 

Length about 13; tail 7 ; wing 4-5; tarsus 1*05 ; biUfrom gape 
1*4. 

Distribution, In Tenasserim as far north as Lemyne, a little 
north of Yay, also throughout the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and 
Borneo. 

Habits, ^'G, According to Davison, this G-round-Ouckoo fre- 
quents the densest parts of evergreen forests and cane-brakes. In 
all its habits it resembles Rhoj^odytes, but has a different note, a 
peculiar cat-like mew, not a chuckle. It is almost invariably 
found in pairs and feeds on insects. 

Genus TACCOCUA, Lesson, 1831. 

Bill shorter and deeper than in Zanclostomus and Bhopodytes ; 
upper mandible distinctly festooned near the base. Wings short 
and rounded ; tail long, broad, and graduated, upper tail-coverts 
more than half as long as the tail. The plumage of the head, neck, 
upper back, and breast spinous, shafts of the frontal feathers pro- 
jecting. A row of coarse bristles nearly surrounds the eye except 
behind. Tarsus strong. Claws short and curved. Plumage above 
grey. 

A single species, peculiar to India and Ceylon. 

1129. Taccocua leschenanlti. The Swheer Omhoo, 

Taecocua leschenaultii, Less, TraiU, p. 144 (1831) ; Blyth, J, A, S. B. 
xiv, p. 201 ; id. Cat, p. 77 ; Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 362 ; Holdmorth, 
P. Z, S. 1872, p. 483 ; Hu^ne ^ Butler, S. F. hi, p. 461 ; v. p. 218 ; 
Hvme, Cat, no. 219 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 266; Vidal, S. F, ix, 
p 66 ; Butler, ibid, p. 389 ; Davison, S' P x, p. 361 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bo 7 n p. 134 ; Oates in Hume's JSf, ^ F, 2nd ed. h, p. 408. 

Centropus sirkee, Gray in Hardw, Bl. Ind, Zool, i, pL 28 (1830-32). 

Taccocua infuscata, Biyth, J, A, S, B, xiv, p. 201 (1845) , id. Cat. 
•D 77 : Horsf, & M, Cat. li, p. 687 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 353 ; Hmie, 
Cat. no. 221 ; Scully, S. F. viii, p. 268. 

Taccocua sirkee, Blyih, J, A, 8, B, ^v, p 201 ; id. Cat. p. 77 ; Horsf, 
«S- M. Cat. ii, p.687 ; Jerdon, B, I. i, p. 353 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 16; 
McMaster, J. A. 8. B. xl, pt. 2, p. 209 ; Stoliazka, J. A. 8. B. xli, 
pt. 2, p. 234 ; Hume, Gat. no, 220 ; Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 411 ; 
Oates in Hume's N, §* H. 2nd ed. ii, p. 408 ; Shelley, Cat, B, M. 
xix, p. 381. 

Taccocua afflnis, Blyth, J, A. 8. B. xv, p. 19 (1846) ; id. Cat, p, 77 ; 
Jerdon, B, L i, p. 864 ; King, J. A. 8. B. xxxviii, pt 2, p. 214 ; 
Blanford, J. A. 8. B, xxxviii, pt 2, p. 168 ; id. 8. F, v, p. 245 ; 
Fairbank, S. F. iv, p, 256; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 208 ; Hume, Cat, 
no. 222. 

The 8outhem, Bengal, Northern, and Central Indian 8irkeers, Jerdon ; 

Jangli iota, H. ; Adavi chiUuka, Fotu chiUuka, Tel. 
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CrCULUDJE. 


Coloration^ Upper parts light earthy bro’^T), varyiug in tint 
from olive-gi'ey to pale sandy or yellowish brown, always with 
more or less of a green satiny gloss on the wings and middle tail- 
feathers, and generally with some on the upper surface throughout ; 
quills hair-bro'wn ; all tail-feathers except the middle pair black with 
broad w^hite tips, middle tail-feathers narrowly and subobsoletely 
banded ; chin and throat pale buff, fore-neck and upper breast 
varying from greyish brown more or less tinged with rufous to 
buff like the throat ; lower breast and abdomen, with the wmg- 
lining, rufous, varving m depth of tint ; shafts of head, neck, back, 
and upper breast-feathers shinmg black. 

Bill cherry-red, yellowish at the tip ; irides reddish brown ; feet 
plumbeous (Jerdon), 

Length 16*5 to 17*5 ; tail 8*5 to 10 ; wing 5 to 6*5 ; tarsus 1*7 ; 
bill from gape 1*4. 



JPig. 68. — Head of T leschsmvlti^ J. 


Distribution, The Peninsula of India and Ceylon. This species 
inhabits the lower Himalayas from the Bhutan Duars to Chamba, 
and is found, though very rarely, in Sind and the Punjab on the 
west, and throughout Bengal on the east, but not beyond ; it is 
generally distributed in the peninsula, but is not common ; and in 
Ceylon it is rare and local ; it ascends the hills in Southern India 
to 5000 or 6000 feet and those of Ceylon to about 4000. 

As with many other Indian birds there are three fairly marked 
races : (1) a large dark-coloured form (T, mfuscata) inhabits the 
base of the Himalayas ; (2) a paler race, not quite so large (T, sirTci\ 
is found in Upper India, the N.W. Provinces, Punjab, &c, ,* whilst 
(3) the birds of Southern India and Ceylon are smaller and darker 
(71 leschenaulti). Skins from Bengal and the Central Provinces 
(T, affim/is) are intermediate in character. Hume has shown that of 
the four supposed species of Biyth and Jerdon only two can be 
distinguishedatall, and these pass into each other, and Shelley has, 
I think, rightly united the whole. The English name “Sirkeer’" 
was used by Latham, Hist. Birds, hi, p. 267. The origin of the 
term, a supposed Indian name “Surkool" or “ Sircea,” has not 
been traced. As it is impossible to say which of the specific 
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names sirkee and lescTimaulti was first published, I give the prefer- 
ence to the less barbarous of the two. 

Habits^ Sfc. This, like its allies, is a G-round-Cuckoo, found chiefly 
in thickets or long grass, very shy and rarely seen. It feeds on the 
ground, chiefly on grasshoppers and other insects, such as beetles 
and termites, occasionally on lizards. Its flight is very feeble. It 
breeds in Northern India from May to August, but on the Nilgiris 
and Malabar coast in March and April, and makes a loose cup- 
shaped nest of twigs lined with green leaves, in which are laid 
usually three chalky white eggs, measuring about 1*39 by 1*07. 


Genus CENTROPUS, Illiger, 1811. 

This genus is distinguished from all other members of the 
family by having on the hallux a long nearly straight hind claw, 
very much like a Lark’s. The other claws are but little curved. 
The tarsus is strong and naked. The bill is deep, moderately large, 
with the culmen much curved ; the nostrils are partly covered by 
a membrane. There is a row of bristles above the eye. The wing 
IS short and rounded, the primaries scarcely exceeding the second- 
aries in length ; the tail is graduated, long and broad. The feathers 
of the head, neck, and breast are harsh and spinous. Sexes alike. 

About 30 species, of which 4 occur within our area, are comprised 
in Gentrojpus, which ranges almost throughout the Ethiopian and 
Oriental regions, Papua and Australia. 


Key to the Sjoecies. 

a. Under wing-coverts black or grey or 
mottled. 

a\ Head and body black. 

a". Bill black. C, siTiensis, p. 239, 

b”. Bill green or vellow C. cklororhynchm, p. 242. 

Head and body brown or buff C. andamane7is{8f p 242. 

Under wing-coverts chestnut C. hengaknsiSj p. 243. 

1130. Centropus sinensis. The Common Goucal or Grow-Pheasanf, 

Pelophilus sinensis, St^h. Gen. Zool ix, p. 51 (1816). 

Centropus bubutus, Korsjkld, Trans Linn. Soc xiii, p 180 (1821) 
Centropus castanopterus, StejpMns, Gen Zool. xiv, p. 215 (1826). 
Centropus philippensis, apud Blyih, J. A. 8. B. xi, p. 1009 : xii, 
p. 246 ; xiv, p. 202 ; id. Cat. p. 78 ; Lcsyard^ A. M. K BL. (2) xiii, 
p. 460, neo Ouvier. 

Centropus sinensis, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 247 ; xiv, p, 202 ; id. Cat. 

Add. p. xix ; 81ielley^ Cat. B. M. xix, p. 843. 

Centropus rufipennis, apvd Blythy Cat. p. 321 ; Korsf. ^ M, Cat. ii, 
p. 681 ; Jer^n, B. I. i, p. 348 ; id. Ibis, 1872, p. 15 ; Sjume, 8. F. 
i, p. 178 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 81 j Legge, Birds Ceyl. 
p, 260 ; Marshall^ Ibis, 1884, p. 411 ; Barnes, Birds Bom^ p. 182 ; 
Oates in JELwmds N* JS. 2nd ed. ii, p, 400 ; nec Bhg&r. 
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OXJCULIDiE. 


Oentrococcyx rufipennis, Cab, 4* JB.eine^ Mus, Hein, iv, p. 116 ; Ball^ 
B. F, \ii, p. 207 ; Hume, Cat, no. 217 ; Oates in Hume^s N, & E, 
2nd ed, ii, p 400. 

Oentropus eurycercus, apud Huyne^ S. F, ii, p. 19G , nec Hay. 
Centrococcyx eurycercus, apud Hume <§• Oates ^ B. ui, p. 83. 
Centrococcyx intermedius, Hume, B. F, i, p. 454 ; xi, p. 77 ; id. Cat. 
no. 217 quat. ; Hume 4 Eav. B. F vi, p. 168 , Oates, B. B li, 
p. 126 , id. in Huyne^s N 4* F. 2nd ed. li, p. 404. 

Centrococcyx maximus, Hume, 8. F. i, p. 454 , id. Cat. no. 217 quint. ; 
Oates in Hume's N. E. 2nd ed. h, p. 405. 

Mahoha, H ; Kuka, Beng. : Jemudu-kaki, Tel. ; KalU-kaka, Tam. ; 
Chemhigum, Tam. Ceylon ; Mtti-kuk'hJLla, Cing. ; Bote, Burmese ; Croio-- 
Pheasant of Europeans in India 



Coloration, Whole plumage, except the -wings, black with a 
green gloss, varying to steel-blue ,and purple, especially on the 
upper back ; the tail generally dull green ; shafts of the feathers 
on the head, neck, and breast shining black j wings with their 
coverts and scapulars chestnut, tips of quills dusky ; wing-lming 
black, 

In the young there is much variation; the upper parts are 
black with rufous or white bars and spots ; the wings and coverts 
are barred chestnut and black ; tail dark brown, with narrow vravy 
whitish bars; lower parts dull black, with greyish-white bars. 
The change to the adult plumage is gradual. 

Bill black ; ms crimson ; legs black {Jerdon). 

liength about 19 ; tail 9 to 11 ; wing 7 to 9*4; tarsus 2 ; bill 
from gape 1*8, Females are larger than males. 

Distribution. Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, with the 
exception of the Himalayas, in which this species is rare and 
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confined to low elevations; also CMna, Siam, and the Malay 
Peninsula and islands. 

Hume, who has been followed by several writers, has divided 
the Indian Coucals into three species thus distinguished : — 

Interscapulars black ; wing 7 to 8 1.0. rufipenma : Indian Peninsula 

and CJeylon. 

Interscapulars chestnut. 

Wing 7 3 to 8 25 .......... 2 C. intermedim : Eastern Befigal 

Assam, Burma, &:c. 

Wing 9 to 0 5 3. C. maximm : Sind and Northern 

India. 

And unquestionably these are three well-marked races. The differ- 
ences between G. intermedins and (7. mcucimus are, however, not sO' 
clear as was at first supposed. I find Delhi and Sikhim male speci- 
mens, referred to the latter by Hume, with wings of 8-3, whilst wings 
of Tenasserim males measure 7’75 ; and as Manipur birds are inter- 
mediate in size, I regard this as one of the numerous instances in 
which there is a diminution of size to the southward. The dis- 
tinction of the Peninsular and Ceylonese form I should accept, 
but that several South Indian and Ceylonese specimens in the 
British Museum have the interscapulary area chestnut as in 
Burmese birds. I therefore agree with Shelley in uniting all 
these races. I should add that the form called 0, intermedins by 
Hume is identical with the Chinese bird (7. sinensis, and that the 
name G. rufipennis, IlHger, does not belong to this species, but to^ 
the Philippine (7, viridis ; those who require a distinct term for 
the Indian Peninsular bird should call it (7. castampterus. C, eury- 
cercus, with a broad blue tail, 12-13 inches long, from the Malay 
Peninsula and Sumatra, appears to me distinct from (7. sinensis^ 
though Shelley has united them. 

Habits, This is one of the common birds of India. It is 
found in cultivated ^ound, waste Land, or bush-jungle, less com- 
monly in forest ; it is frequently seen in bushes on the banks of 
stream-beds and in hedge-rows. Its flight is slow and laboured. 
It feeds on the ground on insects, and occasionally on lizards and 
small snakes. It may often be seen walking on che ground, and 
both on the ground and on trees it has a trick of raising its laige 
tail over its back. It has a peculiar sonorous call like hoop, Tioop, 
hoop, repeated slowly several times. It breeds chiefly in June, 
July, and August, e^lier in Southern India, and makes a huge 
globular nest of t^gs, green and dry leaves, and coarse grass, 
generally, but not invariably, with a lateral entrance, and placed 
in a thick and often thorny bush or tree. The eggs are broad 
regular ovals, white and covered with a chalky layer; they aro 
usually three in number, and measure about 1*44 by 1’16. 

Coucals are regarded as a great delicacy by Indian Mahomedans- 
and by some Hindoo castes. 


VOL. m. 


B 
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1131. Centropxis chlororhynclras. TJie Ceylonese Coucah 

Centropus chlororhynclius, Blyth^ J, A. 8, B. xviii, p. 805 (1849) 
id. Cat p. 78; id. Ibis^ 1807, p. 298; Layardy A. M. N. JS. (2) 
xiii, p. ^0; Hddmorthy P. Z. S. 1872, p 433; Leggey Birds 
Ceyl p. 203, pL xiii ; Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p 342 

Centrococcys cnlororliyiiclius, JELume, 8. F. vii, p. 372 ; %d. Cat 
no. 217 ter. 

AEUi-huJckiila, Cingalese. 

Coloration. Head, body, and tail black, glossed with purple, 
passing on the neck, upper back, and breast into coppery bronze ; 
wings, coverts, scapulars, and interscapulars deep bay, tips o£ 
quills dusky; wing-lining blackisb. The young does not differ in 
colour. 

Bill pale apple-green ; inside o£ moutb black ; iris deep red or 
dull crimson ; legs and feet black ; claws dusky (Legge). 

Length about 17; tail 9*5; wing 6*4; tarsus 1*9; bill from 
gape 1*7. 

Distribution. Throughout the forests of the South-west hill 
region of Ceylon. 

BfabitSy Very similar to those of C. sinemts, but this species 
appears, from Captain Legge’s account, to frequent thicker and 
damper forest and to have a rather different note. The call of 
the male is a sonorous long-drawn Tioo-wkoojg, whoo^p, which can 
be heard with distinctness for many miles around, and by which 
the presence of the bird is easily detected. There is also a peculiar 
monosyllabic sound made by both sexes. The breeding-season is 
from about April or May till July. 

1132. Centropxis andamanensis. The Andaman Coucal. 

Centropus andamanensis, Tytlery Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 821 ; Ball, 
8. F. i, p. 64 ; Same, 8 F. n^. 194. 

Oentrococcyx andamanensis, Walden, Ibis, 1878, p. 805, pi. xi; 
Hume, Cat no. 217 bis ; Oates in Sumds N. ^ B. 2nd ed, ii, 
p. 404. 

Coloration. When freshly moulted, the head and neck, upper 
back, rump and lower parts throughout, including the under wing- 
coverts, are greyish brown ; wings, scapulars, and a narrow band 
across the back between them deep bay ; tips of quills infuscated ; 
tail dark greyish brown glossed with purple. The colours fade, 
the head and neck become light brown, almost buff, and the edges 
of the tail-feathers, especially towards the base, isabelline, whffst 
all gloss is lost. In some specimens, apparently young, traces of 
barring remain on the lower parts. 

Bill black; irides crimson; legs and feet black. 

Length about 19 ; tail 10 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*7. 

Distribution. Only found in the Andaman Islands and Cocos. 

EaUtSy Sfo. A forest bird fond of coming into gardens, and 
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much resembling O', sine^isis in its ways. It breeds about May 
and J une ; a nest was found by Captain Wimberley in a high 
tree, and contained two white eggs measuring about 1*32 by 1*12. 

1133. Centropus bengalensis. The Lesser Caucal. 

Cucolus bengalensis, Omeh Syst. Nat. i, p. 412 (1788) 

Centropus bengalensis, JBlyth^ J. A. S. B. xi, p 1104 ; Blyth <S* 
Wald. Bv*ds Bw m p. 82 ; Godw.’-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlv, pt. 2, 
p 70 ; Gammie, S. F. v, p. 385 , Hume §• JDav. S. F. vi, p. 171 ; 
Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 169 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 133 : Shelleu, 
ifef. xix, p. 352. 

Centropus viiidis, apud Blyth, Cat. p. 78 ; Horsf. M. Cat. ii, 
p 685; Jerdon, B. I. i, p 350; Godio^-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, 
pt 2, p. 98 ; nec Cueulus viridis, Scop. 

Centrococcyx bengalensis, Hume 8f Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 84 Hume, 
8. F. V, p. 28 ; xi, p. 78 ; id. Cat. no. 218 ; BaU, 8. F. vu’ p. 208 ; 
Cripps, ibid. p. 26b ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 361 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 127 ; id. in Hume^s N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ii, p. 406. 

Centropus javanicus, Shelley, Cat. B. M. xix, p. 354, partim. 

Nyong, Lepeha ; Fyoh-Kyok, Bhot. ; Ulu Kukuha, ARf <a T n 4 

Coloration. Head and neck all round, upper back, rump, and 
lower parts black with purplish gloss ; tail black with green gloss ; 
wings and their coverts both upper and under, seculars, and 
interscapulary region deep chestnut ; tips of quills more or less 
infuscated. 

The nestling is dark brown, with large rufous spots on the head 
and neck, and rufous bars on the back, wings, and tail ; lower 
parts rufescent white, with dark spots on the throat and dusky 
bars on the lower abdomen and flanks. The bird then passes 
without a moult into a second plumage : the head and neck above 
and at the sides, the back, scapulars, and wing-coverts are brown, 
with pale shaft-stripes and white shafts ; the rump and upper tail- 
coverts, two of which extend nearly to the end of the tail, are 
narrowly barred black, glossed with green and rufous ; the wings 
and tail as in adults, but the wings more infuscated and the tS- 
feathers with rufous tips ; lower parts rufescent-white, throat 
speckled with, dark brown; flanks, lower abdomen, and* lower tail- 
coverts with narrow dark bars. This plumage is assumed gradually, 
and the change to the adult plumage, partly at all events by a 
moult, generally takes place in March or April; the white shafts 
to the scapulars and coverts being longer retained. 

The second garb is called the winter or seasonal plumage by 
most authors, but I can find no evidence that it is ever assumed 
by birds that have once attained adult coloration, and there are 
several winter birds in the British Museum collection with the 
adult dress. The long upper tail-coverts appear peculiar to the 
immature plumage. 

Bm and legs black, iris crimson in adults; in the young the 
bill is yellowish, dark on the culmen, iris brown to yellow : leers 
plumbeous. ’ ® 

b2 
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Length of males about 13 ; tail 7 ; wing 5-4; tarsus 1*6; bill 
from gape 1*1 : in females, length about 14*5 ; tail 8 ; wdng 6*7 ; 
tarsus 1*75 ; bill from gape 1*25. 

Some specimens from Assam and Burma are referred by Shelley 
in the British Museum Catalogue to a distinct species 0, javmi- 
cus, but I am unable to separate them from O. he-iigaleiisis, 

J>istnbutioii. The Lesser Coucal has been found very sparingly 
in the Peninsula of India in Travancore, the Wynaad, Mysore, 
Orissa, and Singhbhoom ; not, so far as I can ascertain, in the 
Central Provinces, Bombay Presidency, IN’orth-west Provinces, nor 
Punjab, nor in Ceylon. Jerdon (Madr. Jour. L. S. xiii, pt. 1, 
p. 172) states that Elhot found it in the Southern Mahratta 
country ; but this was probably a mistake, as the locality was not 
mentioned in the ‘ Birds of India.^ It is more common in Bengal, 
and IS found about Calcutta and up to about 5000 feet in Sikhim, 
and ranges from Assam through Burma to the Malay Peninsula 
and Southern China. 

JEfahits, ^c. Very similar to those of G. sinensis^ but this bird is 
chiefly found in high grass, not in forest nor scrub. The call of 
the female is said by Gammie to be double — ^first a series of 
sounds like tuhoot, w7wot, wlioot^ &c., ventriloquistic, appearing to 
come from a distance; then, after an interval, hwrooJc^ l^rook, (fee., 
no longer ventnloquistic. Gammie did not observe the male 
calling. This species feeds on grasshoppers. It breeds from May 
to August, in different localities, malnng a domed nest of coarse 
grass, the living blades being bent over and incorporated. The 
eggs are two or three in number, white, chalky, and about 1*17 by 
1*01 inches. 



Order IX. PSITTACI. 


Whilst several o£ the groups here classed as orders, because 
ornithologists have not yet agreed how they are to be arranged in 
larger divisions, are really of subordinal rank, the Parrots by 
general consent stand apart from all other birds, and undoubtedly 
form an Order by themselves: distinguished by opisthocoelous 
dorsal vertebrae, combined with aygodactyle feet, and by the upper 
mandible being loosely articulated to the skull, so as to be move- 
able, The bill is short, stout, and strongly hooked. The palate 
is desmognathous. There is a distinct fleshy cere at the base of 
the bill, as in Birds of Prey. The tongue is thick and fleshy. 
The deep plantar tendons are galline, as in Coccyges. The ambiens 
muscle is variable, and so are the carotids. The furcula is weak and 
sometimes incomplete. There are no caeca, and the eall-bladder is 
generally wanting. 

The feathers are furnished with an aftershaft; the spinal 
feather-tract is well defined on the neck and forked on the upper 
back. The oil-gland is usually present and tufted, but is wanting 
in a few genera. There are twelve tail-feathers except in the 
Papuan Oreo^psittac^s^ which has 14. Primaries 10. 

All Parrots lay white eggs in a hole, generally excavated by the 
parent birds, in the trunk or a branch of a tree. There is no nest, 
the eggs being laid on the wood. Some species, occasionally at 
all events, make use of hollows not excavated by themselves. The 
young are hatched naked, and the feathers remain in the sheaths 
until the birds are nearly full-grown. 

The Parrots have been very variously divided by different 
ornithologists, and Garrod (P. Z. S. 1874, p. 594) made the 
common Indian genus Palceomis the type of a family. But 
generally PaloBOrnis has been classed in the same family with 
Psittacus, and this is the arrangement adopted by Salvador! in the 
British Museum Catalogue. Only three genera are found within 
Indian limits, and these all belong to one family and subfamily. 


FamUy PSITTACID-®. 


Key to the Genera. 

a. Tail long and graduated, longer than wing , » . , Paljbobnis, p. 246. 
h. Tail much shorter than wing. 

a\ Bfll swollen at sides, deeper than long .... PsiTTiNtrs, p 269. 
b\ Bill compressed, longer than deep LoBiotmus, p. 260. 
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Genus PAUEOEKIS, Vigors, 1825. 

Tail very* long and graduated, the median feathers narrow, much 
exceeding the others in length : hiU thick, deeper than long ; upper 
mandible swollen at the sides, culmen convex, much curved ; lower 
mandible short. 

Birds of this genus are common throughout India, Ceylon, and 
Burma. Their prevailing colour is green, except in a few species. 
They are usually seen in flocks, which feed sometimes on the 
fruit of trees, sometimes on seeds, which they not unfrequently 
pick up from the ground. All have a rather swift arrov^ flight, 
and a more or less harsh screaming note. All are favourite cage- 
birds. Species of Pdlceomis are found throughout the Oriental, 
region, in the Seychelles, Mauritius, and Eodriguez, and in parts 
of Tropical Africa. 

Key to the Sjyecies^, 


(r. Head (except chin and mandibular stnpe 
in males) and body green ; bill deep red ; a 
rose collar in males, wanting in females. 
a\ Large red patch on wing-coverts , wing 
exceeding 7*6. 

Smaller: length 17-19*5; tarsus 

greenish grey 

h”. Larger: length 20-22; tarsus dull 
orange. 

a^. Nape and sides of head sufPlised 

with glaucous grey 

Nape and sides or head without 
grey tinge. 

a\ Bill 0*85 high at base 

5^. Bill an inch high at base 

No red patch on wing-coverts ; wing less 

than 7 * . . ■ 

6. Head partly or wholly not green. 

c\ Head red in male, slaty in female ; back 
green : wi^ about 6*5. 
c'^ TJnder wing-coverts bluish green. . . . 
d’', TJnder wing-coverts green, not blmsh. 
d^. Head dark slaty in both sexes; back 
green : wing 6-6*5. 

Terminal portion of tail bright yellow. 
f'. Terminal portion of tail dull pinkish. 

c, Crown and upper haxi ^ey ; breast green. 

e’. An emerald-green collar 

f. No collar 

d, Crown and upper back grey ; brest grey or 

greyish green 

e, Crown and nape pinkish or bluish grey, 

breast red 


P. eupatriaf p. 247. 


P. nepalmsis, p. 248. 

^ [p. 248. 

P. tndohurmanicus, 

P. magmrostris, p. 249. 

P. torquatuSj p. 260. 


P. cyamcephalus^ p. 261. 
P. rosa, p. 252. 


P, schMcepa, p. 263. 
P. fmcM, p. 264. 

P. ccdthropcB, p. 256. 
P. canie^Sf p. 268. 

P. columboideSj p. 255. 

F.fasciatus, p. 256. 


* The young of several species, like P. torqmtus $ , are green throughout, 
but the bill IS Hack or brown or pale red, not deep red. These young bu^ 
are difficult to distinguish at first, but they soon acquire the distinctive^ 
coloration of adults. 
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/. Crown and nape green; sides of head 

including ear-coverts brick-red. 

g\ Upper mandible red. 

y Breast yellowish green P. erythrcgenys S » p. 258. 

h”. Breast green with a bluish tinge .... P. tytleri (S, p. 259. 

Upper mandible black. 

Mandibular band chiefly black P. erytkrogmys J ,p. 258. 

Mandibular band dark green P. t^leri J > p. 259. 

1134. Palaeornis eupatria. The Large Ceylonese Pdtroguet. 

Psittacus eupatria, Linn, Syst. Nat. i,p. 140 (1766). 

Palseomis alexandri, apiid Zayard, A. M. N S. (2) xiii, p. 262; nec- 
Psittacus alexandri, Idnn. 

Palseomis eupatria, Hume, S. F. i, p. 433 ; ii, p. 9 ; id. Cat. no. 147 ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 168 ; Parker, Ibis, 1886, p. 183 ; Oates in 
Hum£s N. §• P. 2nd ed. id, p. 82 (partim) ; Sdvadori, Cat. B. M. 
XX, p. 435. 

Lahu girawa, Cing. 

Coloration. Male, Above grass-green, much brighter on the 
forehead and lores, and rather darker on the wings ; a dark line 
from nostril to eye ; a rose-pink collar round the back and sides of 
neck, nape just in front of collar more or less tinged bluish grey 
chin (thinly feathered) and a stripe from the lower mandible to* 
the rose collar black ; a large deep red patch on the secontoy 
wing-coverts ; rump rather brighter green than the back ; median 
tail-feathers passing from green at the base into verditer-blue, and 
then into yellowish at the tips ; throat and breast dull pale green ; 
abdomen br^hter ; lower surface of quills and larger under wing- 
coverts greyish brown, lesser under wing-coverts bright green; tail- 
feathers below dull yellow. 

Female and young without either rose collar or black mandibular 
stripe. 

Bill deep red ; iris pale yellow, with a bluish-grey inner circle f 
feet plumbeous. 

Length about 19 ; tail 11'5 ; wing 8 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from cere at 
gape to point 1 ; depth of upper mandible (cuhnen to gape) -75.. 
Females a little less. 

Distribution, Throughout the greater part of Ceylon. Whether 
the Paroquets observed in the Carnatic by Jerdon, and in Mysore 
by Taylor, and the individual taken from a Shahin falcon by 
Jerdon in Malabar, belonged to this or the next species is 
uncertain. There is no specimen from Southern India in the 
British Museum (including the Hume) collection. The measure- 
ments given by Jerdon agree with P. nejgalensis, the cinereous feet 
with P. efimatria. 

This and the following three species are merely races or sub- 
species of one well-marked form. P. eupatria is smaller than the 
others and has a smaller bill. 

Habits^ ^e. The habits of all four races are precisely similar.. 
They keep to weU-wooded tracts, and are social birds living in 
colonies and generally flying in flocks, often uttering a shrill call 
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when flyings They feed on grain and fruit. They lay from 2 to 4 
white eggs in a hole made by themselves in the trunk of a tree or 
in a large branch. Average size of fifty eggs 1*2 by *95. These 
Parrots are less commonly kept tame than P. torquatus, and are 
less frequently taught to talk. 

1135. Falseomis nepalensis. The Large Indian Paroquet, 

Palseornis^ nepalensis, Hodge, As, Bes. xix, p. 177 (1836) ; Rainey^ 
8, F, lii, p. 382 ; Hu7ne, 8, F, vii, p. 458 ; id. Cat, no. 147 ter ; 
8cully^ 8, F, viii, p, 239 ; Scdmdoriy Cat, B M, xx, p. 437. 

Palseornis alexandri, apud Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L, 8, xi, p. 208 ; 
Blyth, Cat, p. 4^ partim; Horsf, ^ M, Cat, li, p. 610, pt.; 
AdamSf P. Z, 8, 1859, p. 173 ; Jerd, P T. i, p 266, pt. ; Blyth, 
Ibis, 1863, p. 1, pt. ; mcMaster, J, A, 8, B, xl, pt. 2, p. 208; 
nec Psittacus alexandri, L, 

Palseornis sivalensis, sacer, punjabi, and vindhiana, Hutton, 8, F, lu 
pp. 335-338 (1873). 

Palseornis sivalensis, Hume, 8, F, ii, p. 9 ; vi, p. 117. 

Palseornis eupatrius, apud Ball, 8, F, ii, p. 389 ; vii, p. 206; David- 
son, 8, F, X, p. 296 ; Taylor, 8. F, x, p. 457 ; Baimes, Birds Bom, 
p. 108 : Oates in Hume^s N, 4* E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 82, partim ; nec Lirm, 

The Alexandrine Parrdkeet, Jerdon; Chandana, B.; Chanda-ban-i, 
H. (Mussooree) ; Karan-suga, Kararia, Nepal; Ne-tso, Lepcha , Bai Tota, 
H. ; Pedda chilluha, Tel, ; Peria kdk, Tam. 

Coloration of both sexes the same as that of P. eupatria except 
that the black mandibular band is very broad, and that the occiput, 
nape, and cheeks are more or less washed with bluish grey. The 
size is considerably larger and the bill conspicuously more massive. 

Length about 21 ; tail 12*5 ; wing 8*6 ; tarsus *8 ; bill from 
cere 1; depth of upper mandible *8. Females rather smaller. 
The tarsus in Himalayan birds is dirty flesh-coloured or yellowish. 

Di^nhution, Northern and Cenf^ India, from the Lower 
Himalayas to the Central Provinces (Kamptee, Eaipur, Sambalpur) 
and the Northern Circars, and from Kangra, the Jhelum district 
of the Punjab, and Mount Abu to Bengal (Eajmehal hills and, 
according to some, Calcutta). Bare or wanting in the Bombay 
Presidency south of the Sdtpura range in Khandesh. It is 
uncertain whether the Sundarban rose-band Paroquets should be 
referred to this or the next form. 

Habits, ^c. Those of P. eupatria. The breeding-season varies 
somewhat in different parts of the country, being usually from 
December, or even earlier, till March; but in Hume’s ‘Nests and 
Eggs,’ 2nd ed., either this species or the next is said to breed in 
the Eastern Sundarbans from March to May. In the Kdngra 
valley P. nqfalensis breeds in April. An egg taken there by 
Major Cock measured 1*52 by *95. 

1136. PaJsBomis indoburmaniciLS. The Large Burmese Paroquet, 

Palseornis alexandri, apud Blyth, Cat, p. 4, partim ; Jeram, B, L 
i, p. 266, pt. ; Blyth, Birds Burm, p. ^ ; nee lAnn, 

Palseornis eupatrius, apud Wald, in BlytFs Birds Burm, p. 65; 
Anders, Yunnan Exped,, Aves, p. 667 ; nec Lmn, 
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Palfeomis magniiostris, apid Hume §• Oates, 8, F, iii, p. 55 ; Hume 
^ Armstr, 8, F. iv, p. 307 ; Wardiaw Ramsay, Ibis, 1877, p, 463 ; 
Hume ^ Lav. /S'. F. vi, p 117, nee Ball. 

Palaeomis mdoburmanicus, Hume, 8. F, vii, p. 459 (1878) ; xi, 
p. 54 , id. Cat. no. 147 quat. ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 159 j Oates, 
B. B li, p. 139 ; 8alvadori, Ann. Mm. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 578 ; 
V, p. 559 ; td. Cat. B. M. xx, p. 438. 

Kyet-tau, KyeMu-yuay, Kyay-kpourikdh, Burm. 

Coloration. Both sexes similar to those of P. eu^atria, but 
considerably larger in size and more brightly coloured through- 
out. The throat is much yellower, sometimes pure yellow ; and 
the tarsi are yellow, not grey. From P. nepalensis the present 
species is distinguished by brighter coloration ; by having the 
occiput and sides of the head green like the forehead, not washed 
with bluish (there is sometimes a narrow bluish-grey band above 
the rose collar); and by the much narrower black mandibular 
stripe. 

Iris bright yellow ; cere yellow ; bill bright red, the tip yellow ; 
eyelids pale pink, the edges orange ; legs yellow-orange (Oates). 

Length 22 ; tail 13 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus -85 ; bill from cere 1*1 ; 
depth of upper mandible *85. Female rather smaller. 

Listnhutwn. From the base of the Eastern Himalayas to the 
Salween valley, but not in Tenasserim south of the neighbour- 
hood of Moulmein and Kaukarit. This species is found also in 
Cambodia. Specimens from the Sikhim Terai and Bhutan Duars 
have the broad mandibular band of P. nepalensis, and are coloured 
like that species on the breast; they are clearly intermediate 
between P. nepalensis and P. indohurmanicus. 

Habits, Similar to those of P. evpatria and P. nepalensis. 
P, indohurmanicus keeps chiefly to the plains and the neighbour- 
hood of cultivation, it does not ascend the hills to any height, and 
never frequents dense forests. It breeds in December, January, 
and February, and the eggs measure about 1*35 by 1-02. 

1137. Palasomis magnirostris. The Large Andaman Paroquet. 

Palaeomis alexandri, apud Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xxviii, p. 413 ; id. 
Ibis, 1863, p. 369 ; Bdl, 8. F. i, p. 60 ; nec Linn. 

PalsBornis magnirostris, Ball, J A. 8. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 278 (1872) ; 
Hume, 8. F. ii, pp. 9, 176 ; id. Cat. no. 147 bis ; 8cdvadon, Cat. 
B. M, XX, p. 440. 

PalsBomis eupatrius, apud Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 297 ; neo Linn. 

This race is distinguished from P. indohurmanicus by its enor- 
mous bill, and generally by having the red patch on the wing- 
coverts brighter red ; the narrow blue collar above the rose collar 
in males is very distinct as a rule. 

Length about 23; tail 14; wing 8-5; tarsus *85; bill from 
cere 1*2 ; height of upper mandible 1. 

Distribution. The .^daman Islands ; Cocos Islands. 

Habits, ^c. Similar to those of the allied races. 
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1138. PalsBOrnis torq^uatns. The Eose-ri/nged Paroquet, 

Psittacus torquatus, Bodd, Tab. PI Enl, p. 32 (1783). 

Palseorms torquatus, Blyih, Cat. p. 4 j Bayard^ A. M. N. H. (2) 
xiii, p. 262 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 611 j Jerd. B. I. i, p. 257 } 
Stoliczka, J. A. S, B. xli, pt 2, p. 232 ; JSumej S. F. i, p. 170 f 
li, p. 13 ; XI, p. 64 ; id. Cat. no. 148 j Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 66 ; 
JSwne Dav. S. F. vi, p. 118 ; Legge^ Birds Ceyl. p. 171 ; OateSf 
B. B. ii, p. 141 ; id. in B[unieh N ^ B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 85 ; BameSy 
Birds Bom. p. 108 ; Newnhamy Jour. Bom. N. S. Soc. iv, p. 64 , 
Salmdon, Cat. B. M. xx, p. 433. 

Tota, Lyhar Tota, H. ; Gallary in N. W. P. ; Tiya^ Ttya tota, Beng. ; 
Bagu, Manr, ; Chillukay Telegu ; Ea^lliy Tam. ; Bm^a girawa, Oing. ; Kyc^-’ 
gyoty Burm. 



Pig. 70.— Head of P. torquatiib, ]. 


Coloration. Male. Very similar to P. eugatriay except that there 
is no red wing-spot. General colour bright green ; a fine blackish 
line from^ nostril to eye ; occiput, nape, and cheeks tinged with 
pale greyish blue ; a rose collar round the neck except in front ; 
chin and a band from the mandible to each side of the rose collar 
black; smaller and middle upper wing-corerts considerably paler 
green than the greater coverts and quills ; median tail-feathers 
green at the base, then bluish ^ey ; other tail-feathers green on 
the outer webs, yellow on the inner, all tipped with yellow and 
dull yellow beneath ; lower parts paler and yellower than upper 
surface ; wing-lining greenish yellow. 

Female, l^o black band nor rose collar, but an indistinct emerald- 
green ring round the neck. Young birds resembles females. 

Bill cherry-red ; irides pale yellow ; feet cinereous (Jerdon), 
Upper mandible r^, lower varying from red to black in different 
localities (Hume), 

Length about 16-5; tail 10; ^vmg6•75; tarsus *65; bill from 
cere *85. 

Bistrihution,^ Throughout India and Ceylon, and from Assam to 
Pegu, but not in Tenasserim. This Paroquet is found to the east- 
ward in Cochin China, but statements of its occurrence in the 
Malay Peninsula and China are probably due to caged individuals 
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having been taken thither. In India, P. torquatus extends to the 
wooded parts of the Punjab, Sind, and Cutch, and to the base of 
the Himalayas, where the country is open ; but it is not found 
as a rule on hills nor in large forests. It has been seen at Quetta. 
A closely allied form, a geographical race in fact, P. dodliSf 
inhabits tropical Africa. 

ffahts, This is by far the commonest and most familiar of 
Indian Parrots, abounding about towns and villages in most parts 
of the country, and keeping to open and cultivated land. It is 
often seen perched on houses and buildings of various kinds, such 
as temples or machans about fields, and it does much damage 
by pilfering grain and fruit. It occurs in large flocks at times, 
and these often collect in great numbers towards sunset and perch 
for the night on trees near towns and villages, with Crows and 
Mynas. Sometimes bamboos are selected for perching on. The 
cry of this Parrot, often uttered daring the bird^s swift arrowy 
flight, is shrill and rather harsh. 

The breeding-season extends from January to May ; the majority 
of the eggs, usually four in number, being Imd in Pebruary the 
southward, and in March in Northern IndSa. In Upper Assam this 
bird is said by Mr. Cripps to breed in June. The eggs are white 
and glossless, and measure about 1*2 by *95, 

This is the Parrot most commonly kept tame in India ; it is 
a docile bird and imitates the human voice well. 

1139. Palasomis cyanocephalns. The Western 
BlossoTn-Tieadecl Paroquet. 

Psittacus cyanocephalus, Linn. Syst. Nest, i, p. 141 (1766). 

Psittacus puroureus, MM. Natursyst. Sujypl, p. 74 (1776) ; Walden 
in Blythes Birds Burm. p. 56. 

Palseomis bengalensis, apid Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. S. xi, p. 208. 

Palseomis cyanocephalus, Wagl. Mon. P«iU. {Ahh h. bayer. Ah. 
Wiss. i,) p. 617 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 6 (part.) ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, 
p. 616 (part.) ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 174 ; Salvadori^ Cat, B. M. 
XX, p. 448. 

Palseomis rosa, apid Jerdon, B. 1. i, p. 269 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 409 : Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 162 ; Gould, Birds of Asia, vi, pL 2 
(pt. xxvi). 

Palseomis pumureus, Bbms, N. §• E. p. 116 ; id. Cat. no. 149 ; 
. Scully, S. F. viii, p. 241 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 61 ; Butler, ibid. 

L 384 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 109 ; Oates in Hwnds N. ^ E. 
d ed. iii, p. 87. 

The BoseJieaded Parrakeet, Jerdon; Tula Tota, H. (in S. India); 
Faraida, Beng. ; Twrsuga, Nepal ; Kir, Mahr. ; Bama chiUuka, Tel. ; 
Batu girawa, Malitchia, Oing. ; KUli, Tam. Ceylon. 

Coloration. Male. Head above and at the sides red, tinged with 
blue (like the bloom on a plum) on the lower cheeks, occiput, and 
nape, most strongly near the narrow black collar that includes the 
chin and extends from the lower mandible round the neck; hind- 
neck and sides of neck, behind the collar, verdigris-green; rump 
the same; back and scapulars yellowish green; wings green; 
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quills pale-edged ; coverts edged with verdigris ; a deep red patch 
on the middle secondary-coverts; median tail-feathers blue, 
greener towards the base, broadly tipped white, the next pair with 
the outer webs blue, the others green on the outer, yellow on 
the inner webs, all except the median pair tipped with yellow, 
all yellowish below ; lower parts hght yellowish green ; axillaries 
and under wxng-coverts bluish green. Occasionally the wing- 
spot is orange, not red. 

Female. Head dull bluish grey (plum-blue), cheeks and chin 
greyer and paler ; no black nor verdigris collar, but a yellow ring 
roung the neck, broader on the side and covering the throat. 

Young birds are green throughout, and assume the cap 
gradually. 

Upper mandible orange-yellow, lower black or blackish; iris 
white or yellowish white ; feet dusky sap-green. 

Length about 14 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 5*25 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from 
cere to tip *6. Yemales rather less. 

Dktrilmtion. Throughout the Peninsula of India and Ceylon in 
suitable tracts, extending west to Mount Abu, Sambhar, and the 
Eastern Punjab, and throughout the lower Himalayas (according 
to Hume) to near Murree. This bird is found on the Western 
Himalayas up to about 5000 feet. This species and the next 
both occur in the Terai of Eastern Nepal, Sikhim, and the Bhutm 
Huars, and perhaps in parts of Bengal. The statement (S. P. vii, 
p. 261) that this species occurs in Dibrugarh, Assam, appears due 
to some mistake. Mr. Cripps's specimens in the Hume collection 
are all P. rosa. 

Hahits^ ^0. This is far more a forest-bird than P. torquatus, though 
it is found in well-wooded cultivated districts as well as in forest. 
It IS somewhat migratory, retiring to the denser woods and often 
to hill-forests to breed, and visiting more open country in the 
rains. Its flight is even swifter than that of P. torguatus^ and its 
cry is softer and more musical ; otherwise its habits are the same. 
The breeding-season is from Eebruary to May; and the eggs, 
which are usually four in number, are white when fresh, broader 
in proportion than those of P. torguatus^ and much smaller, the 
average measurements being 1 by *81. This Paroquet is less 
frequently kept tame than P. Tiepaleims and P. torguatm. 

There can be no question that the Indian, not the Burmese, 
species was the Pdttacm cyanocejphalus of Linnseus. There was 
a mistake, as Legge pointed out, in Gould’s * Birds of Asia,’ and 
the names of the two were exch^ged. This was also noticed in 
Gould’s letterpress under P. rosa. “ Blossom-headed Parrakeet ” 
is Latham’s name, and more than 100 years old. 

1140. Palaeomis rosa. !I%e Eastern Blossomr-headed 
Paroguei, 

Psittacua rosa, Bodd Tahl. PL EnL p. 58 (1788). 

Psittacus bengalensis, GmeL Syst Eat. i, p. 825 (1788). 
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Palseomis cyanoceplialus, apid Blyth, Cat* p. 5 (part.) ; Gould, 
Birds of Asia, i, pi. 3 j Blyth Wald. Birds Burm. p, 66 ; 
Hume I* Dav. S. F. vi, p. 118 ; Anders, Yunnan Exp , Aves, 
p. 668 ; Hume, Cat. no. 149 bis ; id. B. F. xi, p. 56 , Bingham, 
B, F, ix, p. 160 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p 146 ; id in Hume's N. ^ E. 
2n(i ed. iii, p. 88 ; nec Psittacua cyanocephalus, L. 

Palseomis rosa, Jerd. B. I. i, p. 269 (part.) j Salvadori, Cat. B. M. 
XX, p. 463. 

Palseornis bengalensis, Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 6 ; Hume, S, F. ii, 
pp. 9, 16 ; iii, p. 66 , v, p. 21 ; Armstrong, 8, F iv, p. 308 

Kyay-ta-ma, Burmese. 

Coloration very similar to that o£ P. cfyanocephalus. In the 
male the forehead and cheeks are rosy pink, not red, passing on the 
occiput into greyish lilac ; the rump and hind-neck like the back ; 
the red spot on the mng-coverts darker ; the tail paler blue ; the 
tips of the middle tail-feathers yellowish. In the female the head 
is greyer and paler, the yellow collar less distinct, and the red 
spot on the wing-coverts is present as in the male, though smaller. 
In both sexes the plumage above and below is a purer green and 
less yellow, and the axilkries and under wing-coverts are green 
and not bluish green. 

Length about 13‘5 ; tail 7 ; wing 5*6 ; tarsus *56 ; bUl from 
cere to tip *65. In the female the t^ is generally rather 
shorter. 

Distribution. Prom the base of the Himalayas in Eastern Nepal, 
Sikhim, and Assam to Tavoy, but not apparently further south. 
To the eastward this species ranges into Cochin China, Siam, and 
Southern China. 

Habits, Similar to those of P. cyamoephalus. The eggs white, 
four in number, and measuring about *96 by *82, are laid in 
Eebruary and March. 

PsiUacus rosa of Boddaert was founded on the Perruche de 
Mahe” of the * Planches Bnluminees,' and this figure, like the 
“ Eose-headed Eang Parrakeet’^ of Edwards, the type of Gmelins 
P. bengalensis, was clearly taken from the present species, not 
from the Western bird. 

1141. PalSBOmis scMsticeps* The Slaty-headed Paroquet. 

Palseoruis schisticeps, Hodgs. As. Res. xix, p. 178 (1836) ; Blyth, 
Cat. p. 6 j id. J. A. 8. B. xix, p. 232 j Horsf. ^ M Cat. in p, 615 ; 
Jerdm, B. L i, p. 261 ; StoUczka, J. A. 8. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 20 ; 
Beavan, Ibis, 1869, p. 411 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1872, p. 6 ; Mume, 8. F. 
ii, p. 17 ; xi, p. 66 ; id. (M. no. 160 } Scully, 8. F. viii, p. 242 ; 
Oates in Humis N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 89 j Sharpe, Yark. 
Miss., Birds, p. 114 ; Salvadon, Cat. B. m. xx, jp. 466. 

Palseonus hodgaoni, Finsch, Papag. ii, p. 60 (1868). 

Pdhdri tndya, H. (Mussooree) ; Madma Suga, Nepal ; Gagi of 
Calcutta bird-^^eis. 

Coloration. Male. Head dark lavender (bluish slaty); chin and 
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narrow ring round neck black ; hind-neck and sides of neck behind 
the black ring bright verdigris-green, passing into the green with 
a shght yellowish tinge of the back, scapulars, and coverts ; rump 
a little brighter ; a dark red patch on median secondary-coverts ; 
greater coverts and quills darker, the latter yellow at the edges ; 
bend of wmg yellow; median tail-feathers blue in the middle, 
green at the base and along their edges, and clear yellow for the 
terminal quarter to half, the other rectrices green on outer webs, 
yellow on inner and at the tips, all deep yellow beneath ; low^er 
parts from throat light green, lesser and median under wing- 
coverts bluish green. 

female wants the red wing-patch. The young is green at 
hrst and assumes the cap gradually. 

Upper mandible yellow, tinged with coral-red ; tip and lower 
mandible yellow; irides straw-yellow’ ; orbital skin slaty; legs 
dusky green (Jerdon), 

Length about 16 ; tail 9*5 ; wing 6-5 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from cere 
to tip 'To. Lemales a little less. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas, below about 8000 feet, 
from Murree to Bhutan ; more common to the westward. Young 
specimens from the Khdsi hills were referred to this species by 
Godwin-Austen, but after examining them I do not think they 
belong either to F. schkticejps or P.Jinsclii. 

EcS>its^ 4‘c. This is a mountain bird, ascending in summer as 
high as 10,000 feet, but descending to a low elevation in winter, 
and breeding in the last half of March, in April, and early in May. 
The nest is often in natural hollows in trees, but sometimes in 
holes cut by the bird. The eggs are white, four or five in number, 
apd measure about 1'21 by '92. 

1142. Palmomis finschi T7ie Burmese Slaty-keaded Paroquet. 

Palseomis finschi, Euim, 8, F. ii, p. 509 ; id. Cat. no. 160 bis ; 
Wald, in Blytks Birds Burm. p 65 ; Emm §• Dav. 8. F. vi, 
p. 119 , BingJiam^ 8. F. ix, p. 160 ; Cedes, B. B. li, p. 142 ; 
Mart&% J.f, Cm. 1889, p. 431 , 8almdxyn, Cat. B. M. xx, p. 458. 

Coloration of both sexes similar to that of P. sckistic^s, except 
that the head is paler, the mantle a much yellower green, and 
the terminal portion of the median tail-feathers dirly pinkish 
white instead of clear yeUow. The middle tail-feathers are. much 
narrower, and duller in colour throughout. 

Length about 17, tail 11, wing 6 in males ; in females, tail 8, 
wing 5' 8. 

Distribntion. Eastern Pegu and Tenasserim ; Oates found what 
was doubtless this Paroquet abundant in the Pegu hills, it was 
also found in large numbers by Hartert near Sadiya in Assam, 
It is probably this species, and not the last, that occurs, according 
to Blyth (Birds Burm. p. 55), in the Arrakan hiUs. 

EaUts^ ^c. Hothing particular recorded. The eggs have not 
been observed. 
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1143. Palseornis colxtmboides. The Blue-winged Paroquet, 

PalsBomis columlDoides, Vigors, Zooh Joum v, p. 274 (1835) j Jerdon, 
Madr Jour. L. S. xi, p. 209, pi. iii ; id. Jul. Ind. Om pi. xviii ; 
Blyth, Cat pp 5, 316 ; Horsf. M, Cat. ii, p. 614 j Jerdon, B. 1. 
i, p. 261 ; Kvme, 3. F. ii, p.‘21 ; id. Cat. no. 161 ; Walden, Ibis, 
1874, p. 292 ; Fairhank, 3. F iv, p. 255 ; v, p. 395 ; Bourdillm, 
3. F. IV, p. 388 ; Vidal, 3 F. ix, p. 52 ; Btdler, iUd. p. 384 ; 
Bayard, Ibis, 1880, p. 284; Davison, 3 F. x, p, Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 110, Oates in BLumis N. F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 89 ; 
Davidson, Jour. Bom. N. H. 3oc. vi, p. 334. 

Palseoimis melanorliynclius, apiid 3yke8, P. Z. 3 1832, p. 96, $ 
{nec Wagl) 

Palaeornis peristerodes, Finsch, Papag. ii, p. 74 (1868); Balvadori, 
Cat. B. M. XX, p. 460. 

Madangour tota, H. 

Coloration. Male. Head, neck, upper back, and breast dove- 
grey (grey with a hlac tinge) ; forehead, lores, and sides of bead 
around eyes bright bluish green ; the frontal band passing upwards 
into blue ; chin and complete narrow collar black, with a bright 
bluish-green ring, broadest on the throat, behind the black one ; 
coverts and secondary-quills dark green, the former with pale 
edges; first primary black, the others blue with green edges; 
lower back and rump bluish green; middle tail-feathers blue, 
green at the base, tipped pale yellow, the next pair blue on the 
outer web, green near the base, the others green on the outer, 
yellow on the inner webs, all tipped with yellow, and all yellow 
beneath, dusky yellow on the median pair and on the outep webs 
of the others; abdomen green or blmsh green. Birds from 
Kliandila are bluer throughout the green parts of the plumage 
than more Southern specimens. 

Females want the green collar and forehead, they have a bluish 
tinge on the lores and a little green round the eye, the back and 
breast are tinged with green. Young birds are green throughout. 

In adult males the upper mandible is red, whitish at the tip ; 
in females black ; lower mandible dusky in both sexes ; in young 
birds the bill is generally orange-brown {Eume) ; irides in adults 
creamy yellow ; legs and feet glaucous green (JDavison). 

Length of males about 14*5 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 6 ; tarsus *63 ; bill 
from cere to point *8. Bemales are rather less. 

Distribution. Forests along the Malabar coast, from the extreme 
south to K-handala near Bombay, chiefly on the hills up to 5000 
feet elevation, sometimes higher on the Hilgiris. A supposed 
occurrence of this bird in Oeylon is on record, but must be regarded 
as doubtful. 

BaUts, ^e. A forest bird, generally found on high tjrfees. Its 
cry, according to Jerdon, iSs mellow, subdued, and agreeable. It 
feeds chiefly on fruit. It breeds in January and February, and the 
eggs, two to four in number, are white, roundish, and slightly 
polished, and measure about 1*12 by *92. 
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1144. PalsBomis caltliropsB. Layar^s Paroquet. 

Palaeomis caltlirapae, Layard, apud J A. S, JB. xviii, p. 800 

(1849) ; id. Cat p. 340 ; id. Ibis, 1867, p. 294. 

Palaeomis caJthropse, Layardy A. M. N. M. (2) xiii, p 263 (1864) ; 
JSoldsmrth, P. Z. S 1872, p. 426 ; Oat. no. 151 bis ; Leggey 

Birds Ceyl. p. 177, pi. vi ; Bayard^ Ibisy 1880, p. 282 ; Oates in 
jE[u7ne's k. ^ JS. 2nd ed. hi, p. 90 ; Salvadori,‘Cat. B. M. xx, 
p. 461. 

Allungiraway Cingalese. 

Coloration. Male. Forehead, lores, and area around each eye 
bright green ; crown, nape, and sides of head greyish blue ; back 
and scapulars the same, but paler, somethnes with a greenish wash ; 
a broad collar round the neck and the lower parts from the throat 
bright green ; vent and lower tail-coverts yellowish ; chin and a 
band to the side of the neck, not extending to the back of the neck, 
black ; the rump is much bluer than the back, and this colour 
passes gradually into the deep French-blue of the tail-feathers, 
which are all yellow at the tips and dusky yellow beneath ; outer 
tail-feathers with a narrow green extenor border; wings green 
outside, the smaller coverts to the secondaries paler and yellower. 

Female. The green on the face duller and less extended, other- 
wise hke the male. The young is green throughout at first, 
except that the tad is blue above, then the rump takes a bluish 
tinge. 

Pipper mandible in males coral-red, yellowish at tip, black in 
females, lower mandible dusky red; irides yellow or greenish 
white or white ; legs and feet dusky greenish or plumbeous green 
or plumbeous {Leggi). 

Length about 12 ; tail 6 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus *6 ; bill from cere 
to point *7. 

Distribution. Peculiar to Southern and Central Ceylon up to 
50(X) or 6000 feet above the sea, keeping to the hills and to the 
forests adjoining them. 

HahitSy Yery similar to those of the last species, but the 
cry is said% Legge to be harsh. The breeding-season commences 
in January ; the eggs do not appear to have been described. 

1145. Palmomis fasciatus. The Eedrd)Teasted Paroquet. 

Psittacus fasciatus, Mull. Natursyst. BuppL-g. 74 (1776). 

Psittacus vibrissa, Bodd. Tabl. PI. Erd, -p. 30 (1783). 

Psittacus pondicerianus, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 326 (1788). 

Psittacus mystaceus, BhaWf Gen. 2M. viii, 2, p. 4^ (l&l). 

Psdseomis melanoxl^chus, WagWy Ahh, h. layer. Ak. Wiss. i, 
p. 511 (1832); Finsch, Papag. ii, p. 70; Walden, Ibis, 1873, 
p. 297; 1874, p. 290; 1876, p. 270; Blyth §• Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 67 ; Armstrong, S, F. iv, V* S08 ; Sume, S. F. r, p. 21 ; Wardl. 
Mams. Ibis, 1877, p. 463 ; Mume ^ Dam. B. F. vi, p. 120 ; Anders. 
Yunnan Fxped., Aves, p. 568. 

Pattacus mgrirostris, JSodgs. Gray*8 Zool, Misc. p. 85 (1844), descr. 
nuUa ; Calc. Jour. N. S. vii, p. 560. 
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Palseomis barbatus, apud Blyth, Cat. p 6 (partim) ; id, J. A. S, B. 
xix, p. 233 (partim) ; nec Psittacus barbatuS; Chn^ 

Palseomis osbecki, apud Horsf. ^ M. Cat. ii, p. 622 (partim) ; nec 
Psittacus osbecki, Lath. 

Palseornis vibrisca, Blyth, Ibis, 1870, p. 163 ; id. Birds Burm, p 66. 

Palaeomis javamcus, apud Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 262 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1863, 
p. 6; 1866, p. 353 (part); Godw.-Aust. J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 97 ; Ball, J A. S B. xli, pt. 2, p. 279 , td. S. F. i, p. 60 ; 
Walden, Ibis, 1876, p. 343; nec Psittacus javanicus, Osbech. 

Palseorms fasciatus, G. R. Gray, Sand4i$t,ii,^ 143 ; Kume, N. ^E. 
p. 118, id 8. F. ii, pp. 20, 180, 526; ui, p. 264; vii, p. 164; 
xi, p. 55 , id. Cat. no, 152 ; Scully, S F. viii, p. 243 ; Bingham,, 
S. F. ix, p. 160 ; Oates, B. B ii, p. 143 , id. in Sume^s^ N. E. 
2nd ed. ui, p 90 ; Salvadon, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 574 ; 
V. p. 559 ; Tii, p 376 , id. Cat. B. M. xx, p. 464. 

Madna, Kdjla, Gour Tota, H ; Imrit Bhela, Nepal. 

Coloration. Male. A narrow frontal band extending to each eye 
and a broad stripe from the base of the lower mandible to each 
side of the neck black, the latter not prolonged to form a collar ; 
ohin sullied white; rest of head purplish grey, washed with 
greenish on the lores above the frontal band and round the eyes ; 
hind-neck and sides of neck bright green; back, scapulars, and 
rump duller ; wings green outside, with a large yellow patch on the 
median and greater secondary-coverts; first primary black, the 
others green, all with narrow yellow borders on both sides ; 
middle tail-feathers blue, with broad green edges towards the base 
and yellowish-green extreme tips ; outer tail-feathers bluish green ; 
throat and breast vinaceous red, more or less tinged with blue 
anteriorly; abdomen bluish green; vent and lower tail-coverts 
yellowish green, tail dusky yellow beneath. 

The female has the head duller and more tinged with green 
and the breast is without any bluish wash. Young birds are green 
throughout. 

Upper mandible in males coral-red, the tip yellow ; in females 
and young birds black, lower mandible always brownish black, 
except, according to Hume, in very young (nestling) males, which 
have sometimes, at all events, both mandibles orange-red (perhaps 
a few very young females also have reddish bills). Irides light 
yellow ; legs dusky greenish yellow. 

Length about 15 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 6*5 ; tarsus *7 ; bill from 
cere *85. 

Distribution. Throughout the lower Himalayas up to about 
5000 feet, as far west as Kumaun, also in Assam and the ranges 
to the southward, Tipperah, Cachar, Manipur, the whole of Burma, 
the Andaman Islands (not the Hicobars), Cambodia, Cochin China, 
and parts of Southern China. This species is represented in Java by 
an allied form, the true P. aleooandH, distinguished chiefly by havifig 
the whole bill red in both sexes, and by smaller size. 

Habits, Sfe. An inhabitant of well-wooded tracts of country, 
visiting clearings, rice-fields, <fcc. in quest of food. Its cry is 
much less harsh than that of P. torquatus or P. eupatrius. It 
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breeds in the sdl-forests o£ the Sub-Himalayan ranges about 
March and April, and lays four white glossless eggs, measuring 
about 1‘15 by *97. Major Bingham found this Paroquet breeding 
in Tenasserim in Pebruary. 

1146. PalsBomis caniceps. Blythes Nicobar Paroquet, 
Paloeomis caniceps, Blyth, J, A. S. B. xv, pp. 28, 51, 368 (1846) ; 
id. Cat, p, 6; BLortf, ^ M, Cat, ii, p. 621; Ballf S, F, i, p 61 j 
Hume^ 8 . F, li, p. 178 ; viii, p. 51 ; id Cat, no. 151 ter ; Salvadori^ 
Cat, B, M, XX, p. 470. 

Coloration, Male, Forehead and a broad stripe to each eye, 
also chin and a wide mandibular band to each side of the neck, 
black ; remainder of head, with back and sides of neck, brownish 
grey (isabellme), slightly washed with bluish behind and passing 
gradually into the green of the upper parts, which is yellower on 
the coverts and darker on the quills ; primaries and their coverts 
black, only bordered with green on the outer webs, bluish towards 
the base ; middle tail-feathers greyish towards the tips, sometimes 
bluish near the base; lower plumage green like the back; tail- 
feathers dark dingy yellow below. 

The female has the grey of the cap tinged with bluish. 

Upper mandible red in the male, black in the female, lower 
mandible black in both ; iris orange-red ; feet plumbeous green. 

Length about 24; tail 14; vring 8*5; tarsus *8; bill &om 
cere 1*1 . 

Distribution. I^icobar Islands. A skin brought by Cantor from 
Penang was probably, like some other specimens of Cantor’s, both 
of birds and mammals, derived from a caged individual. 

Habits, ^c, Davison, the only naturalist who has had good oppor- 
tunities of observing this bird wild, says it is usually found singly 
or in very small parties, that keep much to high trees, and ire- 
quently utter a peculiar wild screeching note. The flight is very 
rapid. 

1147. PalsBOmis erythrogenys. The Bedr-cheeked Nicobar Paroquet, 
Palseomis erythrogenys, Blyth, J, A, 8, B. xv, pp. 23, 51, 368 
(1846) ; id. Cat, p. 6 ; BCorsf, §• M, Cat, ii, p. 620 ; Blyth, Ibis, 
1863, pp. 6, 465 (partim); Ball, 8. F, i, p. 60 (partim) ; Hume, 
N, ^ p. 119; id. 8. F, ii, w- 23, 181. 

PalsBomis’ nicobaricus, Gould, jS, of Asia, vi, pi. 6 (1857) ; Ball, 
J, A, 8. B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 30 (partim) ; Hume, Cat, no. 152 bis ; 
Oates in Humds N ^ F, 2nd ed. iii, p. 91 ; Sahadori, Cat, B, M. 
XX, p. 472. 

Coloration, Male, Crown green ; a black band, the feathers 
tipped with dark green, from nostril to eye ; lores and sides of 
head, including ear-coverts, light brick-red ; chin and broad man- 
•dibuhar stripe to each side of neck black ; nape yellowish green, 
below the occiput slightly washed with lilac, sometimes so as to 
form an indistinct collar ; upper back pale greenish yellow, suffused 
with grey, becoming bluish on the interscapulary region ; wing- 
.coverts yellow-green, except the greater primary-coverts, which, 
with the q uills , are blue with green outer edges ; the inner webs 
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of the quills black except at the tips, which are dark green ; rump 
and upper tail-coverts bright green; middle tail-feathers blue, 
edged and tipped green, outer feathers green with some blue along 
the shafts, all dull yellow below ; lower parts green, the breast and 
throat yellower. 

Female, Head and body above nearly uniform green, the red 
cheeks duller than in the male, and the mandibular stripes in part 
tinged with green ; otherwise as in the male. 

Young birds resemble the female. 

In males the upper mandible vermilion, yellow at tip, lower 
homy black, yellowish horny, or dingy red; in females both mandibles 
are blackish, in very young birds of both sexes dull red. Irides 
yellow, creamy white, or pale brown ; orbital skin greenish brown ; 
legs dull earthy or brownish green (Sume), 

Length about 19 ; tail 11 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus *75 ; bill from 
gape '9. 

Distribution, The Hicobar Islands. 

Halits^ This Paroquet abounds throughout the Nicobar 
group, ciiiefly in small flocks. Young birds were found in the 
nest-holes by Davison in Pebruary and early in March. 

1148. Palmomis tytleri. The B^d^cheeked Andaman Faroquet, 

Palmomis erythrogeiws, apud Blyth, Ibis, 1860, p. 99; 1868, p. 182 ; 
1873, p. 79, note; Beamn, Ibis, 1867, p. 819 ; BaU, I, A, S, B, xli, 
pt. 2, p. 279 ; id, S, F, i, p. 60 (part.) ; Walden, Ibis, 1878, p. 298. 
Palffiomis nicobaricus, apud Walden, P. Z, S, 1866, p. 666 ; Ball, 
J, A, S, B, xxxix, pt. 2, p. 241 ; Tiec Gcndd, 

PalsBomis affinis, T0er, Beccoan, Ibis, 1867, p. 320; Blyth, Ibis, 
1868, p. 132 ; Hume, 3. F, ii, pp. 9, 24, 184 ; nec QouU, 1858. 
Palseomis ^leri, Hume, Broc, A, S, B. 1874, p. 108 ; id, S, F, ii, 
p. 464 , id. Cat no, 162 ter ; Balvadori, Cat, B. M, xx, p. 474. 

The male only differs from that of P. erythrogmys in being of a 
less yellowish green; the upper back and interscapulary tract are 
much bluer, and there is a bluish tinge on the breast. In females 
the mandibular stripe is green throughout. The size of P. tytleri 
is rather less. Length of males 15’5 to 18’5, tail 9 to 10’5, 
wing 7 ; of females, length 15, tail 7, wing 6*75. 

Distribution, The whole Andaman group, including Barren Island, 
Narcondam, the Cocos, and Preparis ; common everywhere. 

^ This and the last species are only just separable, but the 
distinctions, small as they are, appear to be quite constant. 

P. longicauda, from the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and Borneo, 
is an aUied species ; and a still more nearly related form is 
P. modesta, from Engano, off the S.W. coast of Sumatra. 

G*enus PSITTHTUS, Blyth, 1842. 

Size small. Tail less than half as long as wing, and rounded 
at the end ; bill as in PalcBomis» 

This genus consists of a sii^le species found in the Malay 
Peninsula and islands, and ranging into Tenasserim. 
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1149. Psittuius mcertns. The Little Malayan Parrot 

Psittacus incertus, Shaw^ Nat. Mm. xviii, pi. 769 (c. 1807). 

Psittacus malaccensis, apid Lath. Ind. Om. i, p. 130 (1790) : 7 i£c 
Gmel. (1788). 

Psittiims malacceiisis, Blythj J. A. S. B. xi, p, 789 (1842) ; Horsf, 
M. Cat, ii, p. 008 j Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 6 j id. ^ Wald. Birds 
Burm. p. 68. 

Tanygnathus malaccensis, Blytli, Cat. p. 3. 

Psittinus incertas, Kume 4 PP* 121, 500 ; Hume, 

Cat. no. 163 ter ; Oates, B, B. ii, p. 147 ; Sahadori, Cat. B. M. 
XX, p 501. 

Coloration. Male. Head and neck bluish grey, becoming bright 
cobalt-blue on the forehead and vertex ; upper back and scapulars 
blackish brown with an olive tinge ; wings outside green, a large 
deep red patch on the smaller secondary-coverts, most of the other 
coverts and the quiDs conspicuously edged with greenish yellow : 
outer greater primary-coverts blue, edge of wing yellow, winglet^ 
feathers with bluish edges ; first primary and inner webs of the 
others blackish brown ; lower back, rump, and upper tail-coverts 
cobalt-blue ; median tail-feathers dark green, the other feathers 
yellowish green above, yellow beneath ; chin whitish ; breast olive- 
grey, passing into blue on the middle of the abdomen and green 
round the vent ; wing-lining and axillaries crimson. 

Female. Head and neck ruddy brown, yellowish at the sides 
and below ; remainder of upper plumage green, w^ashed with blue 
on the rump ,* lower parts yellowish green ; wings, including wing- 
lining and axillanes, and tail as in males, but the red patch on the 
wing-coveiis is smaller. 

Young birds are deep green above and below, with the exception 
of the crimson wing-hning and a blue patch on the lower back. 

In adult males the upper mandible is orange- vermilion, lower 
dusky or dull reddish brown, in females both are usually whitish ; 
irides creamy white, eyelids and cere greenish brown or dusky 
green ; legs and feet pale dirty green {Davi^m). 

Length about 7*5; tail 1-9; wing 5; tarsus *55; bill from 
cere *7. 

Distribution. Throughout the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, and 
Borneo, ranging into Southern Tenasserim as far north as Tavoy 
and Nwalabo. 

^ Eoibits, Sfc. To parts of Tenasserim this Paroquet is a seasonal 
visitant, arriving about April. It probably, however, only moves 
from one part of the country to another at no great distance. It 
goes about in small flocks, and has a sharp whistling note. The 
nidification has not been observed. 

Genus LOEICHLUS, Blyth, 1849. 

Bill much smaller and longer comparatively than in Palceomis, 
and much more compressed, the culmen less curved ; the depth of 
the two mandibles together less than the length from cere to 
point ; tail short, slightly rounded. 
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This genus ranges throughout the greater part o£ the Oriental 
region and into part of the Papuan. Two species out of about 
twenty that are known occur within our limits. 


Key to the Sjpecies. 

a. Crown green 

d. Crown red 


Z. vmmliSf p. 261. 
X. indicusj p. 262. 


1150. Loriculis vernalis. The iTulian Lonquet, 

Psittacus vernalis, Sparrm, Mm. Carls, no. 29 (1787). 

Loriculus vernalis, Blyt\ Cat p. 10; Korsf, ^ M. Cat. li, p. 627 ; 
Jerdon, B. 1. i, p. 265 ; Blyth^ Ibis, 1863, p. 6 ; Waldm, B. Z. S. 
1866, p. 638; 1873, p. 298, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 320; 1869, 
p. 412, BLume, S. F. ii, pp. 185, 471 ; iii, p. 57 ; iv, p. 388 , v, p. 25 ; 
xi, p. 56 ; td. Cat. no. 163 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 68 ; 
Mime ^ Bav. S. F. vi, pp. 120, 600; Fidal, S. F. ix, p. 62; 
Bingham, ibid. p. 161 ; Butler, 384 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 146 ; 
id. in Hume's N. 4" K. 2nd ed. iu, p. 92 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. Ill ; 8alvadori, Cat B. M. xx, p. 517. 

Coryllis vernalis, Finsch, Fapag. ii, p. 721 (1868). 

Bhora, Bho-ara, H. in S. India ; Lathan, H. in Bengal; Kyay^thatah, 
Kyun-hto, Burm. 

Coloration. Male. Upper parts green, except the rump and 
upper tail-coverts, which are rich crimson ; crown rather lighter 
green, outer webs of quills above and upper 
A surface of tail-feathers darker, back tinged 

with yellow ; lower parts also green, bat paler 
and yellower, especially on the breast ; a patch 
of blue on the throat; inner webs of quiUs 
inside and larger under wing-coverts, also 

j||||R|||n lower surface of tail-feathers, verditer-blue. 

iRpSiW The female is a little darker in colour, and 

Pig. 71. wants the blue on the throat partially or 

HeadofZ.-ufiTm^zs,!. wholly. In young birds the crimson of the 
rump is mixed with green. 

Bill dull coral-red, yellow at tip, cere red ; iris pale yellowish 
white; legs pale orange (Oates, Pegu); bill dark yellow; feet 
leaden (Jerdon, Malabar). 

Length about 5*5 ; fedl 1*7 ; wing 3*7 ; tarsus *45 ; bill from 
cere *5. 

Distribution. The neighbourhood of the Malabar coast from 
Cape Comorin to the latitude of Bombay, also east of the Bay of 
Ben^. This bird is found on the Nilgiris up to about 6000 feet, 
also in Western Mysore, and in Dharwar, Belgaum, &c., but only 
near the Sahyddri ; it is unknown throughout the rest of India 
south of the Himalayas, and in the Himalayas it has not been 
recorded west of Sikhim and the Bhut^ Duars, where it is found, 
also in Assam, Sylhet, Cachar, Hhdsi hills, Manipur, and through- 
out Burma, extending to the Malay Peninsula, in the southern 
portion of which it is replaced by L, galgrdus. It is common in the 
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Andaman Islands, but has not been observed in the Nicobars. It 
is replaced bj the next species in Ceylon. 

Hahits^ In some parts of the Western Ghats this is said to 
be a cold-weather visitant, above the Ghdts it is only found in 
the rains ; it probably, like other Parrots, shifts its quarters with 
the seasons, but to no great distance. It is swift of flight, and 
utters a screaming call when flying. It is found chiefly in 
clearings amongst forest, in gardens, and especially in groves of 
fruit-trees. It feeds on fruit of various kinds and on flower-buds, 
and is said to be particularly fond of cocoanut-palm juice — so 
much so as often to be captured in a stupified state after indulging 
in the intoxicating liquid. In the case of the allied L. indims the 
juice of the wild palm Caryota urens is said by Legge to intoxicate 
the birds. 

This Loriquet is often caged, and, like other species of the genus, 
becomes very tame, and has the habit of sleeping with its head 
downwards, hanging from its perch. It breeds from March to 
May, in Tenasserim in Pebruary, and lays 3 to 6 eggs in a hole 
or hollow in a tree without any nest. The eggs are white and 
measure about *74 by '6. 

1151. Loriculus iudicus. The Ceylonese Loriquet, 

Psittacus indicus, Gmel Syst, Nat i, p. 349 (1788). 

Psittacus asiaticus, Lath Ind, Om, i, p. 130 (1790). 

Psittacula coulaci, pt., Less, TraiU, p. 202 (1831). 

Loriculus phihipensis, Blyth^ Cat, p. 10 ; nec Psittacus phillipensis, 
Mull 

Loriculus asiaticus, Blyth, Cat p. 312 ; id, J, A, 8. B, xviii, p. 801 ; 
xix, p. 236 j Layardy A. M, N, H, (2) xiii, p. 261 ; Morsf, <S* M, 
Cat, u, p. 628 ; Walden, Ibis, 1867, p. 468. 

Loriculus coulaci, Blytk, Ibzs, 1863, p. 7 ; 1866, p. 226. 

Loriculus edwardsi, Blyth, Xbis, 1867, p. 296. 

Loriculus indicus, Holdsworth, P. Z, 8, 1872, p. 426 ; JSume, 8, F, 
vii, p. 368 ; id. Cat no. 163 bis ; Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 180, pL vi ; 
Salvadori, Cat. B, M, xx, p. 626. 

Oira'-malitcUa, Fol~girawa, Omg. 

Coloration, Precisely similar to that of L, vemalis, except that 
the crown is deep red like the uropygium ; this red passes into- 
orange on the nape, and the hind-neck and interscapulary region 
axe tinged with orange-yellow. Sexes alike. In the young the 
colours are duller and the head is green above. 

Bill light orange-red ; cere yellow ; iris white ; legs and feet 
dusky yeUow {Legge), 

Length about 5 '5; tail 1*75; wing 3*7; tarsus *45; bill from 
cere ‘5. 

Distribution, Ceylon, generally distributed, up to about 3500 
feet, but much less common in the north part of the island. 

Habits, dfc. Precisely similar to those of the last species. Nidi- 
fication not recorded. 



Order X. STRIGES. 

The Owls form almost as natural an order as the Parrots, and 
occupy, both in external characters and in their anatomy, a posi- 
tion between the FsiUaci and the Acdpitres. Although long 
regarded as a suborder of the Accipitrine or Eaptorial birds, they 
have of late years been generally placed in a distinct ordinal 
group. 

Amongst the more conspicuous characters are the reversible 
outer toe, the position of the eyes, which are always directed for- 
ward and are generally very large, and the short curved and 
hooked bill, the basal portion covered with a cere in which the 
nostrils are pierced, the cere being almost entirely concealed by 
the mass of bristly feathers on the lores and forehead. In most of 
the genera the head is large and the facial portion covered with 
feathers radiating from the eyes and forming the facial disk, the 
outer margin of which is surrounded by a luS of dose-textured 
feathers forming a conspicuous border. Prom the margin of the 
ruff above the eyes there arise in many Owls aigrettes of 
lengthened feathers, known also as horns or ear-tufts, the last 
term being incorrect. The plumage is soft, and the coloration 
generally brown or rufous, the feathers in some genera being deli- 
cately vermiculated or stippled as in the Ga^rimulgi, 

The feet are strong and furnished with short claws ; a hallux is 
always present. The oil-gland is nude. The spinal feather-tract 
is well defined on the neck. There is no aftershaft. There are 
always 11 primaries. The fleosor longus hallucig leads to the 
hallux, and the flexor ^perforam digitorum to the remainiug three 
digits, but the two tendons are united by a broad vinculum^ 
There is no ambiens muscle ; the femoro-caudal is present, but the 
accessory femoro-caudal and the semitendinosus and accessory 
semitendinosus are wanting. Basipterygoid processes are present 
and the palate is desmognathous, or, according to Qadow, schizo- 
gnathous with a desmognathous tendency- Both carotids are 
present and the casca are large. Cervical vertebras 14. 

All Owls lay white and very round eggs, and the majority, like 
Parrots and most Picarian birds, take possession of a hole or 
hollow m the trunk or a branch of a tree for the purpose of nidi- 
fication, and use little or no hning. A few lay their eggs in holes 
amongst rocks, or on the ground, or in abandoned nests of other 
birds, and some are said to build their own nests of sticks. The 
young are hatched helpless and covered with down. The female, 
in some Owls, exceeds the male in size, but not to the degree that 
prevails amongst Accipitrine birds, whilst in many eases there is 
no difference in size between the sexes. 

Owls are nocturnal or crepuscular and carnivorous and live for 
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the most part on mammals, on other birds, or on reptiles ; a few 
subsist on fish, and many of the smaller kinds on insects. The 
indigestible portions of the food — bones, hair, scales, &c. — are 
disgorged as pellets. It is not an uncommon thing to find masses 
of small bones m a hollow tree, thus accumulated. 

The Owls comprise two families, both Indian. These famihes 
are well distinguished by osteological characters, but present no 
external differences of any importance. 


Skull long and narrow, breadth much less than 
% of length ; furcula umted to keel of steiv 
num Strigidae, p. 264. 

.Skull broad, generally about § of length , furcula 

not in contact with keel of sternum Asionidae, p. 267. 


Family STRIGID^. 

Hinder margin of sternum with a single shallow notch on each 
side ; furcula anchylosed to keel of sternum ; no manubrium sterni. 
SkuU long and narrow. Second joint of third toe considerably 
longer than the basal joint. (Beddard^ Ibis, 1888, p. 340.) 

Only two genera are known — Stride, which is almost cosmo- 
politan, and Reliodilm, peculiar to Madagascar. 

G-enus STRIX, Linn., 1766 

Ifo aigrettes (ear-tufts). Eacial disk well developed and large, 
and entirely surrounded by a ruff of stiff feathers. Bill straight 
at the base, compressed and weak ; nostrils oval. Legs long, the 
upper part of the tarsus clad with feathers, which pass mto bristles 
on the lower tarsus and upper surface of the toes ; middle toe 
scarcely longer than the inner, middle claw expanded and pectinate 
on the inner side. Wings very long and pointed, exceeding the 
tail, 2nd quill longest, 1st subequal ; tail moderate. 

Kei/ to the Sjpecies, 

€t. Upper surface speckled ; tarsus less than 3 inches p. 264, 

b. Upper surface with small spots but not speckled j 

tarsus over 3 inches B, Candida, p. 266, 

1152. Strix flammea. The Barn-Owl or Boreech-Owh 

Strix flammea, Linn, Syst Nat, i, p. 133 (1766) ; Blyth, Cat. p. 41 : 

Bhame, Cat. B, M,h, p. 291 j Jbeyye^ Birds Ceyl. p. 164 : Oates. 

B. B. li, p. 167. 


* Newton has shown (Yarrell, ed. 4, i. p. 150, and Ibis, 1876, p. 94) that 
he type of the Lmnsean genus Btnx is clearly the Tawny Owl {8. stndula v. 
£^o\ and that Flemmg’s generic name Jluco should be used for 8 fiemmea and 
its allies , but Shai^ (Ibis, 1875, p. 324) has given reasons, which, though not 
so strong as Prof. Newton^ serve as a sumcient excuse for adhering to the usual 
nomenclature. 
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Strix javanica, Gm, Syst, Nat i, p. 295 (1788); Blyt\ J, A, 8. B, 
xix. p. 513 ; Horsf. ^ M. i, Cat^. 81 ; Jerdotiy B» /. i, p. 117 , Blyih 
^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 68 ; Butler, S. F. m, p. 449 ; ix, p. 375 ; 
Hume JDao. 8. F. vi, p. 26 ; BaU, 8. F. vii, p. 200 ; Cnpps, ib» 
p. 253 ; Hume, Cat no. 60 ; Scully, S. F, viii, p. 229 ; Vidal, S, 
F. ix, p. 34, Damdson, S. F. x, p. 290 , Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 60 ; 
id, Joum. Bom. N. H, Soc. iii, p 220 ; Hume, S, F, xi, p. 18 ; 
Oates, in Hume's N, ^ E. 2nd ed. in, p. 93. 

Strix indica, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 250 ; 1870, p. 160; Hume, Rough 
Notes, p. 342 ; id. S, F. i, p. 163 ; hi, p. 37 ; Rainey, S. F. hi. 
p. 332 ; nec Gmel. 

Strix dercepstorffijjHwme, S.F. iii, p, 390; iv, p. 283; id. Cat no. 60 
bis. 

The Indian Screech-Owl, Jerdon , Kuraya, Karail, BiiH churi, H. ; 

Bhutumpecha, B.; Ghubdd, Mabr. ; Chaao pitta, Tel.; Chaaohuravi, Tam, 



Fig. 72 — Held of 8.Jiammea, J. 


Coloration. Pacial disk white (occasionally, but rarely, tinged 
with ferruginous), orbital feathers and a broader spot in front of 
the eye dark ferruginous ; ruf^ milky white, the ends of the outer 
feathers generally bufE and the tips dark brown ; back and upper 
parts pale grey, tinted or mixed with ochreous, the feathers 
yellowish bun except at the ends, which are finely yermiculated 
with black and white, each feather tipped with a small elongate 
black and white spot or ocellus ; quills mottled buffi and dark 
brown, with irregular dark cross-bands ; inner webs mostly white; 
tail buffi, mottled, especially at the end, with dark brown and 
crossed by dark bands, the feathers white beneath ; lower parts 
white or buff, with scattered small dark spots on the breast, abdo- 
men, and wing-lining. 

Bill fleshy white, cere flesh-colour ; iris black ; bare portions of 
tarsi and feet fleshy brown, claws brown (Legge). 

Length about 14 inches ; tail 5 ; wing 11*5 ; tarsus 2*5-2*8 ; bill 
from gape 1*5, 

I fliink Sharpe right in uniting the various races of Barn- 
Owls imder one specific heading. At the same time the Indian 
form, S. javanica, is distinguished from that of Western Europe 
by having much more robust legs and feet, and by being always 
spotted beneath. But specimens from intermediate localities tend 
to unite the two forms. 

S, deroepstorffii is founded on a very small tawny specimen from 
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the Andaman Islands with the wing onl 7 9*8, the face auSused 
with ferruginous, and even the spots on the back dark tawny 
instead of white. No other skin of this race has been obtained, 
but all the points of difference are repeated in other insular races 
of S.jkmmea, 

Distrihution, Almost all tropical and temperate regions. The 
Barn-Owl is found throughout the greater part of India and 
Burma, though it is rare in forest-regions, on the higher hills, and 
in desert tracts. It has not been observed in Tenasserim, and in 
Ceylon has been obtained only m the north of the island. 

JSahits, ^c. From its habit of haunting roofs of buildings, out- 
houses, wells, and ruins, the Barn-Owl, though thoroughly noc- 
turnal, is one of the most familiar species of the order. It lives 
almost entirely on rats and mice. Its cry, a peculiarly weird 
shriek or screech, chiefly uttered at the pairing-season, sometimes 
on the wing, has caused the Barn-Owl to be looked upon as a bird 
of evil omen in many countries. Several of the Indian names 
mean “ bad bird ” or “ death-bird.” The eggs are more oval and less 
spherical than those of other Owls, white with a creamy tinge, and 
measure about 1*69 by 1'28. The number varies from 3 to 6 ; and 
they are generally deposited in holes in buildings or trees, or 
occasionally in the ground, and are frequently laid and hatched 
at intervals of several days. The breeding-season in the Indian 
Peninsula and Burma is foom November to January, in Northern 
India from February to June. 

1163. Strix Candida. The G'rass-Owl. 

Btnx Candida, Tichdl, J, A. 8, B, ii, p. 572 (1833) ; Jerdony III Ind, 
Om, pL 30; id. B. I, i, p. 118; Oodw.'^Auet. J. A, 8. B. xxxix, 
pt. 2, p. 93; 8Mrpej Cat. B. M. ii. p. 308; Blytk ^ Wald. Birde 
Burm. p. 68 ; Fairbank, 8. F. iv, p 263 ; Mume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, 
p. 27 ; Ball Sume, 8. F. vii, p. 200 ; Fbime, Cat. no. 61 ; Bzidy 
8. F. X, p. 14 ; JOavmriy ib%d. p. 341 ; Terry, %bid. p. 469; OaUe, B. B, 
n, p. 168 ; xd. in Kurnevs N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 95 ; Sume, 8. F, 
xi, p. 18. 

Strix iqngimembris, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8 x, p. 86 (1839). 

Glaux javanica, Blyth, Cat. p. 42 (1849) ; nec Stnx javanica, Chnel. 

Glaux Candida, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xix, p. 613 ; HuTrxe, N. ^ F. p. 60. 

Scelostrix Candida, Faup, Tr. Z. 8. iv, p. 248 ; Bl^h, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 261 ; 1870, p. 160 ; JELuine, Rough JNotes, p, 346 ; A. Anderson, 
8m F. ili, p. 388. 

Oohration. Disk either white or suffused with pale pinkish 
ferruginous, a blackish-brown spot in front of each eye ; ruff dark 
brown above, white or buff at the sides of the head and below, 
some of the feathers often tipped with brown; upper plumage 
dark brown, each feather with a minute white spot ; basal portion 
of feathers orange-buff, — this colour is conspicuous in places, es- 
pecially on the neck ; smallest wing-coverts orange-buff, with small 
brown spots ; quills buff, tipped with brown, mottled above the tip 
and with some imperfect dark bars farther up, inner webs mostly 
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wHte ; tail-feathers white, the middle pair generally and the outer 
webs of the others often buff above, all, except sometimes the 
outermost, with brown cross-bars ; lower parts from chin white or 
buff, with several scattered brown spots that are seldom or never 
entirely wanting. 

The buff lower parts and the pink disk may be signs of youth 
(they are not so in S. jiammea ) ; they are certainly not sexual. 

Eill and cere pinky white; irides deep brown; legs and feet 
blackish brown ; claws horny, tinged bluish {Davison). 

Length about 14 ; tail 5 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 3*2-3*8 ; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

Distribution. The grassy plains near the base of the Himalayas 
as far west as Debra Dun, also parts of Bengal, the Eastern Cen- 
tral Provinces (Balaghat, Eaipur), and Southern India (Hellore, 
Carnatic, Nilgiris), but not Ceylon. Eairbank thought he saw 
this Owl in the Bombay Deccan, but I agree with Butler that pro- 
bably some other species may have been taken for it. To the east- 
ward it has been found in Assam, the Elhasi hills, Manipur, and 
at Toungngoo in Burma, and as far as Formosa in one direction, 
and Queensland m another, but it appears to be rare as a rule and 
very locally distributed. 

Eabits^ 4rG. This species has generally been found in long grass, 
but Davison says that on the Nilgiris he has flushed it from grass 
scarcely a foot high. Very little is known of its habits. The 
nest, a very slight one, if any, is made on the ground ; the eggs, 
4 or 5 in number, are white, and measure about 1*63 by 1*27. 
They have been taken from October to December. 


Family ASIONIDJE. 

« 

Hinder margin of sternum with two deep incisions on each 
side ; furcula free, not attached to the keel of the sternum, imper- 
fect in some genera ; a small unforked manubrium (sjoina ecctema) 
is present. Skull broad. Basal and second joints of third (middle) 
toe subequal m length. 

The AsionidcB may be divided into 3 subfamilies, thus distin- 
guished : — 

a. Facial disk and ruff well-marked. 

a\ Ear-orifice smaller than eye ; no oper- 
culum ; middle claw pectinate FTiotodilince^'p. 268. 

Ear-oiiflee larger than eye and fur- 
nished with an operculxim ; middle 

claw simple Asionince^ p. 270. 

h. Facial disk and ruff ill-marked or obsolete ; 
ear-orifice smaller than eye ; middle 
claw simple Btibonince, p. 280. 
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Subfamily PHOTODILIN^. 

The characters are given under the only genus. 


Genus PHOTODILUS, Geoffr., 1830. 

Size small. Disk very distinct, but ruS not complete above 
the eyes. Bill weak, compressed. Ear-orifice of moderate size, 
smaller than the eye ; no operculum. Wmgs rounded, 4th and 
5th quills longest ; tail short. Tarsus feathered throughout ; inner 
toe longer than middle toe ; middle claw pectinate on the inside 
as in 

Owing to its well-developed disk and pectinate middle claw, 
this genus was long placed with Strict. Schlegel first, then Blyth, 
and subsequently, from an examination of the skeleton, Milne- 
Edwards, showed that the present form should be assigned to the 
Asionidce, and this has been confirmed by Beddard’s additional 
observations on the anatomy (Ibis, 1890, p. 293). He, however, 
shows that FhotodUus is, m several respects, intermediate m 
structure between the Strigidce and the typical Amnidos, *. 

There are two species of Photodilusy both found withm our 
area. 

Key to the Sjpedes, 

a, Feathers of upper parts chestnut, spotted, but 
not sledded, with black j inner webs of 

primaries chestnut barred with black P. badius, p. 268. 

h. Feathers of ujjper parts speckled or mottled 

with black ; inner webs oi primaries brown. . P. assimilis, p. 269. 

1154, Photodilus badins. The Bay Owl. 

Strix badia, Sorsf. Bes. Jam, pi. 37 (1824). 

Phodilus badius, Js. Geoff. St.-SjU. Am. Set. xxi, p. 201 (1830) ; 
Blyth, Cat. p. 41 ; JECorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 80 5 Jerdon, B. I. i, 
p. 119 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 261 ; Sume, Bough Notes, p. 346 ; 
Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 344 ; Kutna, S. F. iii, p. 37 ; Sharpe, Cat. 
B. M. ii, p. 309 ; Blyth Wald. Birds Buna, p, 67 5 Hume, 
Cat. no. 62 , Hume ^ Inglis, S. F. ix, p. 245 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 166; Hume, S. P.xi, p. 18; Sedvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) 
vii, pp. 376, 437. 

Phoduus nipalensis, Gray, apud Hume, 8. F. i, p. 429 ; iii, p. 37 ; 
nec Gray. 

The Bay Screech-Owl, Jerdon. 

Coloration. Broad frontal tract and the facial disk vinous pink ; 


* Beddard (1. c. p. 294) and Sharpe (P. Z. S. 1879, p. 176) were under the 
impression that the middle daw m Fhotmilus was not pectinate. The absence 
of pectination m the smgle ^cimen. examined by each was probably due to 
wear , the serration or pectination m good specimens, of which there are now 
between 30 and 40 in the Britidi Museum, is precisely similar to that of 8fnx. 
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feathers round eye chestnut; ruff white, the feathers tipped 
chestnut and black ; crown and nape chestnut with, in the middle, 
a few (usually 3 to 5) buff feathers, each with a small black spot, 
remainder usually spotless, but sometimes with a small black spot 
on each feather ; sides of neck ochreous buff with black spots ; 
upper plumage slightly paler chestnut than the crown, and with a 
few black spots, the feathers yellowish buff except at the ends, 
and the buff showing especially on the neck, the scapulars, and 
some of the wing-coverts ; the black spots on the scapulars and 
some of the larger wing-coverts double, and with a white spot 
between, or bordered with white ; quills, winglet, and tail-feathers 
chestnut, with imperfect black bars, the first two or three quills, 
the outermost feather of each series of primary-coverts, and the 
terminal feather of the winglet with large white spots on the 
outer webs ; lower parts pale vinous pink, more or less tinged with 
buff from the base of the feathers sho^wing ; some small brown spots, 
sometimes with white borders, on the breast and abdomen ; wing- 
lining whitish, with a chestnut patch at base of the primaries. 

Bill yellovrish ; iris black ; toes brown, claws yellowish. 

Len^h 11*6 ; tail 3-8 ; wing 8*75 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from gape 1 6. 

Distribution. The Eastern Himalayas as far west as Nepal at 
low elevations (perhaps farther west, for Mr. E. Thompson told 
Mr. Hume he had shot this species in Dehra Hun), also Assam, 
Oachar, Manipur, Burma (w’here it is rare), and the Malay 
countries, including Java and Borneo. 

Habits^ ^c. A very nocturnal bird, living in forest, and conse- 
quently very rarely seen. Nothing is known of the nidification. 


1155. Photodilus assimilis. The Ceylon Bay Owl. 

Phodilus badius, Bhme^ 8. F. i, p. 429 ; Whyte^ 8. F. v, p. 201 ; 
nec Strix hadia, Hor^. 

Phodilus assimilis, Huttw, 8. F. v, p. 138; id. Cat. no. 62 bis; 

Whyte, 8. F. v, p, 358 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 161, pi. v. 

This is very similar to the last, but darker above, the chestnut 
colour not being uniform on the crown, but marked with black 
shaft-hues, enclosing pale rufous spots, and on the upper parts 
generally the chestnut is much mottled with black, the buff on the 
back and scapulars is more marked, and there is a large buff patch 
formed by the median wing-coverts ; the black bars on the quills 
and tail-feathers are more numerous and extend quite across the 
feathers, and are nearly or quite as broad as the chestnut bars 
intervening ,• the inner webs of the primaries are brown instead 
of chestnut; the patch on the wing-hning at the base of the 
primaries is dark brown, and the spots on the lower surface are 
double, one behind the other on the shaft of each feather. 

Bill greenish white ; iris dark brown ; feet pale whitish green, 
claws pale ash (Whyte ) ; cere probably oUvaoeous (Legge). 

Himensions about the same as those of P. hadius. 
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Distribution, Only found as yet in the Ceylon hills, near Kandy, 
where this bird appears rare, as very few specimens have hitherto 
been obtained. 

Habits, Like P. badius this is a thoroughly nocturnal species, 
living in dense forest. It appears to breed about the end of the 
year ; makes a nest of dry twigs, moss, and feathers in a hollow 
tree, and lays, in the only instance yet recorded, 3 eggs. 


Subfamily ASIONIN^. 

Ear-orifice large, exceeding the eye in size, lunate or ovoid in 
shape, and furnished with an operculum. Eacial disk well-marked 
and nearly as high above the eyes as below them ; ruff distinct. 

The Owls of this subfamily are of moderate or large size, with 
feathered tarsi. Two genera are Indian. 

Key to the Genera, 

a. Aigrettes present ; 2nd quiU longest ; iris yellow. Asio, p. 270. 

5. No aigrettes : 3rd, 4th, or 6th quill longest ; iris 

dark SynNiiJM, p. 278. 


Genus ASI0> Brisson, 1760. 

Aigrettes or ear-tufts present, but varying in size 5 ear-orifice 
very large, furnished with an operculum. Bill short and strong, 
the part covered by the cere is longer than that beyond the cere 
measured in a straight line from base to front. Tarsus and upper 
surface of toes thickly covered with feathers. Buff complete or 
nearly so ; facial disk well-marked, and extending nearly as far 
above the eye as beneath it. Wings long and pointed, 2nd quill 
longest, 3rd subequal ; tail moderate, rounded. Iris yellow. 

Key to the Bpecm, 

a. Transverse dark markings as well as longitu- 

<&al stripes on abdomen A, ottis, p. 270. 

b. Only longitudinal shaft-stripes on abdomen • A» acd^trinus, p. 271. 

1156, Asio otXLS. The Long-eared Owl, 

Strix otus, lAnn, t^st. Kat, i, p. 132 (1766). 

Otus vul^is, Fleming, Brit. An. p. 66 (1828) ; Korsf. ^ M, Cat. 
p. 79 ; Jerdon, B. 1. i, p. 126 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 3. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, 
p. 17 ; xli, p. 231 ; Sume, Bough Notes, p. 361 ; Jerdm, Ibis, 
1871, p. 346 ; Do^ ^ Butler, 8, F, vii, p. 

Asio otus, Lesson, Man. d^Orn. i, p. 116; Blyth, Ckd. p. 86 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B M. ii, p. 227 ; Hume, Cat. no. 67 ; Btddulph, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 46 ; ScuUy, ibid. p. 424 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 68 ; St. John, 
JMs, 1889, p. 164. 



ASIO. 


271 


Coloration, Lores and anterior portion of disk whitish, bristly 
ends of feathers black ; round eye and streak from front of eye to 
gape blackish brown ; posterior portion of disk tawny, tinged with 
brown ; ruff dark brown inside, speckled brown, white, and buff 
outside ; aigrettes blackish brown, with the basal outer border 
buff, the inner border white ; upper parts dark brown, mottled 
with white on the crown, back, rump, scapulars, wing-coverts, and 
tertiaries, the buff bases of the feathers showing here and there 
throughout ; the neck is buff, broadly streaked with dark brown, 
the dark streaks slightly mottled at their edges ; quills tawny buff, 
the terminal half greyish, mottled with brown, and barred with 
mottled dark brown ; tail-feathers buff, mottled with dark brown 
near the ends and with dark bars throughout ; lower parts huffy 
white, with broad brown shaft-stripes, and with imperfect, narrow, 
wavy and broken cross-bars on the abdomen only, some buff 
from the bases of the feathers showing ; tibial and tarsal feathers 
and under tail-coverts unstriped buff; wing-lining huffy white, 
with a brown patch at the base of the primaries. 

Bill blackish brown ; cere fleshy ; irides bright yellow to orange ; 
claws horny black, paler at base {Hume). 

Length 14*5 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 11*5 ; tarsus 1*6 ; bill from gape 1. 

Distribution. The Palaearctic region, visiting N. Africa, the 
Himalayas, and N orth-westem India in winter- This Owl probably 
breeds in the higher Himalayan forests, and has been obtained 
from Elashmir to Sikhim. It is not rare in winter in the Punjab, 
and has been collected in Sind by Butler and Doig, in Catch by 
Stoliczka. 

Habits 9 6fc. The Long-eared Owl is migratory in Northern India, 
but not throughout its range ; it is found in woods and feeds on 
mice, insects, and small birds. It breeds usually in the deserted 
nest of another bird, often a Buzzard^s or Crow’s, and lays about 
4 white eggs in March or April. 

1157. Asio accipitrinus. The Short-eared Owl. 

Strix acdpitrina, Fall. JReis. Fuss. Fewhsy i, p. 465 (1771). 

Strix brachyotos, Forster, FhU. Tram. Ixu, p. 884 (1772). 

Asio brachyotus, Blyth, Cat. p. 86 ; Sculkf, Ibis, 1881, p. 426. 

Otus braclwotus, Hortf. M. Cat. i, p, 79 ; Jerdon, JB. I. i, p, 126 ; 
Hume, Mou^ Hotes, p, 864 ; A. Anderson, F. Z. S. 1872, p, 81 ; 
Butler, S. F. iii, p. 449; v, p. 226; HuTne Bourd. S, iv, 
p. 872. 

.^Elgolius brachyotus, Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 66. 

Asio accipitrinus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. ii, p. 284 ; Wardl. Famsay, 
Ibis, 1877, p. 464 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 80 ; Davidson % 
Wend, 8. F. vii, p. 76 ; Hume, ibid. p. 162; Butler, ibid. p. 180 ; 
ix, p. 876; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 200; Cripps, ibid. p. 268; Hume, 
Cat. no. 68 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 848 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1^1, 
p. 46 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 163 ; Barnes, B%rds Bom. p. 64 : Hume 
8. F. xi, p. 20. " 

Coloration. Badal disk white, more or less tinged with tawny 
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buff, especially behind the eye ; orbital feathers and tips of loral 
shafts black; ruff rich buff, streaked and speckled with dark 
brown; upper plumage throughout buff, broadly streaked with 
dark brown, the colours somewhat intermixed and mottled on the 
scapulars, tertiaries, and vi^ing-coverts ; some large buff or white 
spots on the scapulars, greater and median coverts; primaries 
buff, with the tips and two or three irregular cross-bands near the 
end dark brown, the brown bands occurnng higher on the outer 
than on the mner webs; secondaries banded buff and brown, 
basal portion of inner webs of all quills white ; tail banded tawny 
buff and dark brown ; the buff in the middle feathers mixed with 



Fig. 73.— Head oi A. accijpity imis, 


brown ; lower parts buff, longitudinally streaked with brown shaft- 
stripes, broadest on the breast, growing narrow behind and dis- 
appearing on the legs, lower abdomen, under tail-coverts, and 
under wing-coverts ; a brown patch on the latter at the base of 
the primaries. 

In some skins from Korth-westem Indian and the desert, 
the parts usually buff are nearly white, especially the lower 
surface. 

Bin and claws blackish ; irides deep yellow. 

Length 16 ; tail 5*75 ; wing 12 ; tarsus 1*6 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Bistrilution, Almost world-wide except in high latitudes. A 
migratory bird, that may be found during the cold season in all 
parts of the empire in suitable localities ; common in the grass- 
plains of Northern India, less common to the southward and, 
so far as is kno\vn, in Burma, and not hitherto recorded from 
Ceylon or Tenasserim, 

Habits f ^e. This Owl is usually in India found in long grass, 
and is often seen when grass-plains are beaten for game. Occa- 
sionally it haunts low bush or cultivation. It lives mamly on 
small mammals, which it hunts, chiefly by night, but sometimes by 
day. It flies well and strongly, and was formerly a favourite 
quarry for trained Ealcons. It does not breed in India, but 
farther north lays about 4 eggs on the ground. 
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G-enus SYRNIUIE, Savigny, 1810. 

No aigrettes (ear-tufts) ; ear furnished with an operculum. Bill 
stout. Tarsus thickly feathered throughout ; toes feathered above 
in all Indian species to base of last phalanx ; claws strong. Euff 
narrow, incomplete above ; facial disk well developed, extending 
almost as far above the eyes as below. Wings rounded, 3rd, 4th, 
or 5th quill longest ; tail of moderate length, rounded. Irides 
always dark. 

The Owls of this genus are of moderate size, and are generally 
found in trees during the day : all are thoroughly nocturnaL In 
Sharpe’s ‘ Catalogue ’ 27 species were enumerated, scattered over 
the greater part of the world, and two or three have since been 
described ; six are Indian. 


Key to the Sjpedes, 


a. Lower surface with longitudinal as well as 
transverse markings. 

All tail-feathers with pale cross-bands * 

wing 12 

h\ Middle tail-feathers not banded: wing 

13*5 

h. Lower surface with transverse bars alone, 
c'. Bars on abdomen i inch or more apart. 

Upper parts mottled with black and 

white 

Upper parts with white spots, but not 

mottled 

dl. Bars on abdomen much less than J inch 

apart 

e. Lower surface with longitudinal shaftnslripes 
alone 


S nivicola, p. 273. 
8, hidduljphi, p. 274. 

S. ocellatunn, p. 277 
S, aeloputoj p. 278. 
8. indrani, p. 275. 

8. hutleri, p. 279. 


1158. Symium nivicola. The Eimala/yan Wood-OwL 

Mesomorpha nivicola, Eodgs. in Gray's Zool: Misc. p. 82 (descr. 
nulla). 

Symium nivicolum, Eodgs , Blyth, J, A, 8. B. xiv, pp. 185, 650 
(1845); XV, p. 9; xvi, p. 464; id. Cat, p. 41 ; Borsf.^M, Cat, 
i, p. 84 ; Jerdon, B, 1. 1 , p. 124 ; 8toliczka, J. A, 8. B, xxxvii, pt. 2, 
m 16, Ernne^ Bough Notes, p. 359; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 345; 
marge, Cat. B, M, ii, p. 250 ; Eume, Cat no. 66 ; id. 8 F. iz, 
p. 37 , C, H. T, Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 407. 

Eashi-op tah-gwn, Lepcha ; Vlko, Bhot. 

Coloration. Loral feathers white or fulvous, with black bristly 
ends; facial disk greyish or fulvous, white-sha^d, indistinctly 
barred with brown ; a white or fulvous supercilium ; ruff indis- 
tinct, dark brown, more or less banded and spotted with white or 
fulvous ; middle of crown dark brown, uniform in old birds ; upper 
parts dark brown, vermiculated and speckled with whitish or 
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fulvous, with larger whitish or buff markings on the hind-neck, 
and large white or buff spots on the outer webs of the scapulars 
and of the median pnmary wing-coverls ; quills brown, with 
mottled tips and broad whitish bars, more or less mottled, inter- 
rupted at the shafts, and closer together on the secondaries ; tail- 
feathers brown, mottled at the tips and sometimes on the outer 
edges, and all with pale mottled or clouded cross-bands ; lownr 
parts white or yellowdsh fulvous, pure in the middle of the throat, 
elsewhere broken up by dark brown shaft-stripes and cross-bands, 
closer together on the chin and breast ; feathers on legs and toes 
with brown markings forming irregular bars. 

Toung birds are somewhat indistinctly barred with brown and 
fulvous almost throughout. 

Bill pale fleshy yellow ; cere brow n, ill-marked ; indes dark 
brown ; ends of toes dull plumbeous, claw^s brown {Hume), 

Len^h about 17 ; tail 7 ; wing 12 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from gape 
1*35. 

DistrilMtion, Throughout the Himalayas from Murree to Sikhim, 
and probably farther east at considerable elevations, 6000-14,000 
feet. This Owl is also found in China. Birds from Sikhim and 
Nepal are always fulvous and rufescent, those from the N.W. 
Himalayas greyish, the difference far exceeding that between 
newarmse and S, indrani, and very like that between Guj/yri- 
mulgus eurcypceus and 0 * unwini, 

Halits, Very little known. The cry, according to Davison, 
is a double hoot. The nest and eggs have not been observed, but 
probably resemble those of the allied European species B. aluco, 
the Tawny Owl, which lays 3 or 4 eggs in the hollow of a tree, 
or sometimes amongst rocks or in an old rook’s nest. Another 
allied form is B, davidi from Moupin (Sharpe, Ibis, 1875, p. 256). 


1159, Symium MddulpM. Baullifs Wood-Owl, 

Symium hiddulphi, Bctdly, His, 1881, p. 423, pL xiv ; id, B, F, x, 
p. 95. 

Similar to the last, but rather larger, still greyer tbaa the 
north-western variety of B. nivicola, and intermediate in markings 
between that species and B, aluco, there being a tendency to dark 
median bars on the hind-neck, back, and scapulars, though less 
than m the European form. The vermiculation or mottling of 
the upper parts is finer than in B, nivicola, and the present 
species may be immediately distinguished by having the middle 
t^-feathers and the outer webs of the next pair mottled through- 
out and almost or entirely destitute of cross-bands. 

Bill green, yellow at tip ; cere oKve ; iris dark brown ; toe-scales 
pale green ; claws black, slaty at base (Scully), 

Length about 18*5 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 13*5 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from 
gape 1*45. 

I)ist7'tbuti<m. Two specimens were obtained by Scully at Gilgit 
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in forest* I find two more in the Hume collection — one from 
Peshawar, the other from Murdan, close to Peshawar. It was 
probably this bird that was seen in Afghanistan by Wardlaw 
Eamsay (Ibis, 1880, p. 48) and taken for S. nivicola. Nothing 
is knowm of the habits. 


1160. Symixun indrani. The Brown Wood-Owl. 

Stris indranee, Si/Jcea, P. Z. S. 1832, p. 82. 

Ulula newareris, BLodgson^ As. Bes. xix, p. 168 (1836). 

Bulaca newarensis, Sodgson, J. A, S. M. Ti, p. 372 ; Blytk. Ibis, 
1866, p. 252 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 348 : id. N. & H. p. 60 • 
Blanford, /S. JP. v, p 483 if y 

Bulaca monticola, Jerdon, Mad. J<mr. L. S. xiii, p 167 (1844). 

Syrnium newarense, Gh'ay, Gen. B. i, j). 39, pi. 14 ; Jerdon, B. I. 
i, p. 122 ; StoliczM, J. A. S. B xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 16 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 
1871, p. 344 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. li, p. 281 ; Hume, Cat. no. 64 ; 
Scudy, S F. vm, p. 229 ; Sharpe, F. Z. S. 1887, pp. 434, 471 ; 
Htime, 8. F. xi, p. 19; Oates in Humds N. & F. 2nd ed. in. 

p. 116. ’ 

Bulaca indranee, Blyth, J A. S. B. xvi, p. 4G3; Hume, Bough 
Notes, p. 347. 

Syrnium mdrani, Blyth, Cat i, p. 40 ; Horsf. §• M. Cat. i, p 83 ; Jerdon, 
B I. i, p. 121 ; Hume, S. F. i, p. 429 ; Legge, S. F. ii, p. 342 : 
Butkr, S. F. iii, p. 439 ; ix, p. 376 ; Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 67 : 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. ii, p. 282; Fairbank, S, F. iv, p. 253 ; HuTne 
^ Bav. S.F.mjV.^?; Hume, Cat. no. ^ Vidal, S. F. ix, n. ^ ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 155, pi. v ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 342 ; Taylor, 
ibid. p. 455 ; Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 407: Sharpe, F. Z. S. 1887 
p. 477 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 62. ’ 

Symiuin ochrogenys, Hume, S. F. i, p. 431 (1873). 

Syrnium hodgsoni, Scully, S. F. Tiii, p. 231 (1879). 

The Brown WoodnOwl, The Nepal Brown Wood- Oiol, Jetton : Bulaka, 
Nepal ; Mik-d^bru, Lepcha ; Tllama, Cing. 

Gohration. Bristly loral feathers mixed black and white; 
feathers around orbits black or blackish brown, passing into 
whitish, whity brown, brownish buff, or even orange-bufi; nmre or 
less barred with dusky, on the facial disk, a white or whitish super- 
ciliary band continuous across the forehead ; ruff proper and chin 
chocolate-brown, upper parts the same; crown and nape often 
much darker than the back. Scapulars and wing-coverts more or 
less barred paler, some of the outer scapulars white with narrow 
brown bars ; rump and npper tail-coverts also barred with white 
or whitish in, some birds, and the back barred paler in young 
individuals ; quills with pale cross-bars, not always corresponding 
on the two webs, much closer together on the secondaries; tail- 
fathers brown, with narrow pale brown or white bars and white 
ti^; throat pure white; remainder of lower parts, except chin, 
white or fulvous, closely barred with dark brown, most closely on 
the legs and toes ; the breast in some old birds (chiefly Hima- 
feyan) nearly or quite uniformly brown. 

Young birds have broad whitish edges to the feathers, especially 

T 2 
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on the crown and nape ; all the upper parts are barred ; the lower 
parts are white at first, and gradually assume the barring. 

Bill greenish horny, bluish near base ; cere plumbeous ; irides 
deep broTvn (yellow irides hare twice been recorded) ; ends of toes 
pale leaden ; claws dusky plumbeous, paler at their bases. Toes 
feathered above, except close to the claws. 

Length of Himalayan birds about 21 inches, tail 8-9*5, wing 
13*3 to 16*6, tarsus 2*3 to 2*75, bill from gape 1*45-1*6 ; len^h 
of South-Indian and Ceylon birds about 18*5, tail 6*5-8, wing 
11*75-13*5. Males average less than females. 

I do not think the Penmsular and Ceylon form, S, indrani, can 
be separated from the Bdmalayan S. neivarense, except as a race or 
subspecies. The Southern race is considerably smaller, as usual, 
and the facial disk is as a rule distinctly ochreous, whilst in the 
Himalayan bird it is whitish ; but the difference is not absolutely 
constant, as Hume has shown, and ochreous or rufous coloration 
is a common form of variation in Owls. Very often, too, the 
supercihary hand is less pure white, and the crown and nape are 
darker and paler in the Southern than in the Horthern variety. 
Birds from the Assam hills and Burma resemble those from 
Southern India in colour. The Malaccan S, maingayi (Hume, 
S. B. vi, p. 27) is rather more distinct, hut only entitled, I think, 
to suhspecific separation. 

Distribution, Throughout the Himalayas from near the base to 
a considerable elevation (13,000 feet in Sikhim), also on the 
Western G-hdts from Mahabieshwar southward and throughout 
Ceylon. Blyth received a specimen from Goomsur, and there is 
one from the Shevroy hills in the Madras Museum. To the 
eastward this bird has been found in the hills south of Assam, in 
Manipur, and, very rarely, in Burma, a specimen from the Thoung- 
gyen valley, east of Moulmem, having recently been sent to me 
by Mr. Hauxwell, and I find another from the same neighbourhood^ 
collected by Mr. Limborg, in the Tweeddale collection. Swinhoe 
obtained this species in Bormosa. 

Bahits, S^c, A forest bird, keeping much to the higher hill- 
ranges, except in Ceylon. The ordinary call is, according to 
Davison, a quadruple hoot; according to Legge a sound like 
io-whoobx the diabolical shrieks attributed to this species by 
Layard and others are probably produced by another Owl. Legge 
has given an excellent account of the bird in captivity. I& 
captives devoured small birds, lizards, and fish with equal zest. 
The Owl grasped its food, just as a parrot does, in one foot, with 
the inner toe turned backwards, and after nibbling at various 
parts, as if to taste, jerked the whole headforemost into its 
mouth and swallowed it. Hume found a nest of sticks belonging 
to this species on June 6th, in a precipitous valley near Simla, 
placed on a rocky shelf, and containing three very young birds ; 
and Mandelli obtained a white subspherical egg, measuring 2*07 
by 1*76, from a female on March 6th. Ho more is known of the 
breeding. 
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1161 . Syminm ocellatum. The Mottled Wbod-OwL 

Syiniiim ocellatum, Xess. Mev, ZooL 1889, p. 289 ; Blanford, 
J, A S, B. xxxviii, pt 2, p 167 , Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. i, p. 263 ; 
Butler, S. F. v, p. 208 ; vii, p. 179 ; ix, p. 376 ; Davidson $ Wend. 
B. F. yii, p. 75 ; Ball, ih. p 200; Huyne, Cat. no. 65; Vidal, 
B. F ix, p. 35 , Iteid, 3. F. x, p. 14 ; BCume, ibid. p. 343 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom p 62; id Journ. Bom. N. H. 3oc. lii, p. 220; 
Littledale, Jour. Bom N. JEE. Soc. i, p. 195 ; Oates in Hume's 
N. B. 2nd ed. lii, p. 115. 

Bulaca sinensis, apud Jerdon, Mad. Jour. L. 8. x, p. 88 ; neo Lath. 
Syrnium sinense, apud Blyth, J. A. 3. B xi,p. 162 ; td. Cat. p. 40 ; 
Hoi'sf. cj M. Cat. i, p 82 , Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 123 ; iii, p. 870 ; 
McMaster, J. A 3. B. xl, pt. 2, p 207. 

Bulaca ocellata, Blyth, Ibis, 1865, p. 29, 1866, p. 253; King, 
J. A. 3. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 213 , Hmne, Rough Notes, p. 353 ; id. 
N p. 61 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 3. 1872, p. 80; Adam, 3. F. 
i, p. 369 ; Fairbank, 3 F. iv, p. 253. 



Big. 74. — Head of 3 ocellatum, ;j. 


Coloration. Loral feathers mixed black and white, a yertical 
ferniginons stripe behind the eye, remainder of facial disk greyish 
white, barred with dusky and white-shafted ; forehead and super- 
cilia white with black bars ; ruff chocolate-brown, narrow and 
inconspicuous ; feathers of upper parts ferruginous tawny except 
at the ends, those of the crown, nape, and sides of neck tipped 
black, spotted or barred with white, those of the rest of the upper 
surface finely mottled black and white, with broader wayy black 
bars and shaft-stripes ; terminal portion of (Quills dark brown, 
with numerous broad pale clouded and mottled cross-bands and 
mottled tips, basal portion buff, sometimes with dark cross-bars ; 
upper surface of outer web much mottled ; middle tail-feathers 
mottled and with irregular cross-bands, buff towards the base, 
becoming dark near the end ; outer tail-feathers the same near the 
tip and on the outer web, but buff with dark bands inside 
towards the base ; point of chin greyish white, the feathers yery 
bnstly, followed by dark brown buff feathers with white edges and 
chestnut at the base ; middle of throat white ; lower parts from 
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throat white, tinged with ochreous buff, and with narrow blackish 
cross-bars, which are much closer together on the legs and toes. 

Bill black, eyelids orange; irides dark brown; claws dusky; 
soles of the feet yellowish (Jerdmi), 

Length about 18*5, tail 8; wing 14; tarsus 2*25; bill from 
gape 1*6. 

DistnhuUon. Throughout the Peninsula of India as far south as 
the Carnatic and the base of the Nilgiris, at all events, but not m 
Ceylon. To the northward the range extends in places to the 
Sutlej, and perhaps to the Indus on the west, to the base of the 
Himalayas on the north, and to Lower Bengal on the east, but not 
beyond. 

EahitSy The Mottled Wood-Owl is chiefly found in well- 
wooded districts, but not in forests, and is especially partial to 
mango-topes and large trees about villages. It hves chiefly on 
small mammals, such as rats, mice, and squirrels, and its call is a 
loud harsh hoot. It breeds in the H.W» Provinces and Punjab in 
Pebruary and March, but in the Central Provinces from November 
till January, and lays usually 2 eggs, occasionally 3, in a cavity or 
hollow of some large tree, very often a mango, banyan, or peepul, 
there being htile or no lining. According to Anderson it fre- 
quently builds a nest, but this is not confirmed by other observers. 
The eggs are very round ovals, white or shghtly creamy, measuring 
about 1*99 by 1*67. 

1162. Symium seloputo. The Malayan Wood-Owl. 

? Stris sinensis, Lath Gen. 8yn,y Sujpp. ii, p. 368 ; %d, Ind. Om. Supply 
p. xvi (1801). 

Strix seloputo, Eorsf. Tr. Linn Soc. xiii, p. 140 (1821). 

Strix pagodarum, Temm. PI. Col pi. 230 (1823). 

Symum seloputo, Sorsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p Eume, S. F, ii, p. 160 ; 
iii, p. 37 ; td. Cat. no, 66 bis ; Blyth ^ Wald Birds Burm. p. 67 ; 
Mmie 4-5* JOav. S. F. vi, p. 28. 

Bulaca sinensis, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 29, 1866, p. 263; Hume, 
Bmigh Notes, p. 367. 

Syrnium sinense, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. ii, p, 201 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 164 ; id, in Bumds N. ^ B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 114. 

Coloration. Pacial disk, including lores and forehead, dull ochreous 
buff; ruff narrow, dark brown; upper parts chocolate-brown, 
darker on the head and nape and spotted throughout with white 
spots and imperfect bars of irregular size and shape, more or less 
surrounded by black rims ; outer scapulars white, with brown cross- 
bars ; quills and tail-feathers brown, with p^e cross-bands and 
tips, the cross-bands growing broader and becoming buff on the 
inner webs of the quills towards the base ; chin buff, middle of 
throat white ; lower surface from throat, with sides of neck and 
under wing-coverts, white, with dark brown cross-bars, narrow on 
the abdomen and close together on the legs. 

Toung with the upper plumage mostly banded white and dark 
brown. 
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Bill and cere greenish black; irides dark brown; claws and 
visible portion of toes horny {Davison'), 

Length about 18’5 ; tail 7*5 ; wing 13*5 ; tarsus 2*25 ; bill from 
gape 1*5. 

Bistnhution, Pegu, Tenasserim, Siam, Cochin China, the Malay 
Peninsula, Java, and probably Sumatra and Borneo. The reported 
occurrence of this Owl in Assam and the Nicobar Islands is 
probably due to error. 

Eahits, This is more of a forest bird than S. oeeTlaium, but 
keeps similarly to large trees, and the young birds were found on 
bare wood in the fork of a peepul tree by Oates in March and 
April. The hoot is said by Davison to be very peculiar, com- 
mencing with a sort of rolling hoo-hoo-Tioo and ending with a pro- 
longed and deep-drawn hoo, A bird killed by this naturalist had 
fed upon beetles. 

This bird does not agree w’ell with Latham’s description of 
StruG sinensTS, and as it is not known to occur in China the name 
is objectionable. 

1163. Symium butleri. Hume's Wood-Oivl. 

Asio butleri, Hume, S, F. vii, p. 316 ; id. Cat, no, 67 bis. 

Syrmum butlen, Tristram, 8, F, viii, p, 417, 

Coloration, Pacial disk white, tinged with tawny behind, some 
of the loral feathers black-tipped; ruff greyish brown, the feathers 
tipped with cream-colour or buff ; upper plumage brovm, banded 
irregularly, clouded, and intermixed with dull brownish buff, a few 
large white spots on the secondary, median, and greater coverts ; 
quills and tad-feathers banded brown and brownish buff above, 
brown and whity brown beneath, tips of the quills mottled greyish 
brown ; tips of tail-feathers white, the buff bars on the median 
tail-feathers replaced by irregularly-shaped spots; lower parts 
creamy white, the feathers edged with rufous brown, and with 
narrow brown shaft-stripes on the breast and upper abdomen ; 
wing-lining white, a brown patch at the base of the primaries. 

Length 14, or rather less ; tad 5*75 ; wing 10 ; tarsus 2 ; bill 
from gape 1*2. 

The tarsi, feet, and claws are very small. In the wing the 3rd 
qudl is longest and the 4th very little shorter. 

Distribution, Only two specimens are known — one, the type in 
the Hume collection, was obtained, there is every reason to believe, 
at Om4ra on the Mekran coast ; the other was procured by Canon 
Tristram from Mt. Sinai. This Owl is somewhat intermediate, 
between Symium and Asio, but appears more allied to the former^ 
as it has a rounded wing and no aigrettes. 
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Subfamily BUBONHSTiB. 

Ear-orifice not exceeding the eye in size; no operculum. Eadal 
disk generally ill-marked, and never extending as far above the 
eye as below ; rufE nearly or quite obsolete. 

This subfamily is much larger than the last two, and contains 
several Indian forms, varying in size from the great Eagle-Owls 
to species scarcely larger than a Skylark. 

Key to the Genera. 


a. Aigrettes well developed. 

a'. Size large ; wing exceeding 13. 

a". Tarsi partly or wholly naked Ketupa, p. 280. 

h". Tarsi feathered throughont. 
a®. 1st quill longer than 7th ; irides yellow. Bubo, p. 283, 

6®. 1st q^uill shorterthan 10th ; irides'brown. Huhua, p. 287. 

5'. Size small ; wiug under 8 Scops, p. 290. 

b. Aigrettes small or wanting. 

o'. Cere not mflated, colour mainly or wholly 

white Nvctba, p. 289. 

Cere inflated ; colour brown or rufous, 
o". Plumage more or less spotted with white 

above Athene, p. 300. 

d". Plumage barred above (in Lidian forms). Glaucidium, p. J 
e". Plumage uniformly brown above (m 

Indian forms) Ninox, p. 309. 


Genus KETITPA, Lesson, 1831. 

The Eish-Owls comprise three species, all occurring within India.-n 
limits. They are large and powerful birds, with the tarsus partly 
ov wholly naked and granular, much like that of the Osprey, and 
the soles of the feet covered with prickly scales. The claws are 
large, well curved, each with a sharp cutting-edge beneath, and the 
middle claw with a sharp keel on the inside also. 

Aigrettes are present, long and pointed. The bill is large and 
strong. The facial disk is ill-marked, especially above. The 
wings are rounded, and do not reach the end of the tail, 4th quill 
generally the longest, 3rd and 5th subequal ; tail moderate- 


Key to the Species, 

<x. Tarsus naked behind and usually more than 
halfway up in front. 

a'. Lower surface -with shaft-stripes and finely 

barred across ti^oughout K. seylonensis, p. 281, 

b\ Lower surface with shaft-stripes, but without 

cross-barring K. javanensisj 2SB, 

h. Tarsus partly feathered behind, and usually more 

than halfway down in front Kflavipes^ p. 282. 
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1164. Keimpa zeylonensis. The Brown Fish-OwL 

Strix zeylonensis, Gmel, Syst NaL i, p 287 (1788). 

Stnx leschenaultii, Temm PL CoL pi 20 (1824). 

Strix dumeticola, Tickell, J, A, S, B, ii, p. 571 (1833). 

Stnx hardwickii, Gray in JSat^dto. Ill Bid. Zool ii, pi. 31 (1833-4). 
Oultrungiiis mgripes, Hodgson, J. A. S. B. y, p. 364 (1836). 

Ketupa ceylonen&is, G7*ay, Gen B. i, p. 38; Blyth, Cat p. 37; 
Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 77 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. J 33 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 254 , Hume, Bough Notes, p. 379 ; Hwne, S. F. i, p. 431 ; 
Shaiye, Cat. B. M. ii, p. 4 ; Bl^h ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 66 ; 
Armstrong, 8. F iv, p. 300 ; Blanford, 8. F. y, p. 245 , Fairhank, 
ibid. p. 392 j Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, pp 33, 497 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, 
p. 201 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 255 ; Hume, Cat. no. 72 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 127 ; Vidal, 8. F ix, p. 36 ; Butlei', ibid. p. 376 ; Beid, 8. F, 
X, p. 15 ; Davison, ibid. p. M3 , Oates, B. B. ii, p. 148 ; id, in 
Humds N. B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 96 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 68 ; 
Hume, 8. F, xi, p. 21 ; Littledale, Journ. Bom N. H, 8oc. i, 
p. 195. 

Amrai ha ghughu, 'Ulu,'H..\ Beng. , Assamese; Baha-» 

muna, Cirig. ; Tee-dote, Burm. 



Fig. 75. — Left foot of K. zeylmmsis, 

Coloration, Lores white or fulvous, with black shafts ; cheeks 
and ear-coverts the same, hut more fulvous ; upper plumage 
throughout rufescent brown to dull rufous, with broad hh/ok shaft- 
stripes ; lower back and rump with narrow shaft-lines ; the scapu- 
lars and tertiaries much mottled, and the neck-feathers very ofen 
marked with close and subobsolete cross-bars ; outer webs of outer 
scapulars white, and some white or bu:ffi spots on the larger and 
median wing-coverts ; q^uills and tail-feathers dark brown, with 
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paler mottled wMty-brown bands and tips; throat white; remainder 
o£ lower parts whitish, narrowly and closely transversely barred 
with browmish rufous, each feather, including those of the throat, 
with a fusiform dai‘k brown shaft-line ; larger under wing-coverts 
white, with dark brown ends. 

BUI dusky yellow-green, dark brown on the culmen; cere pale 
dusky green; iris bright yellow; legs dusky yellow (Oates). 

Length about 22 ; tail 8 ; mng 16 ; tarsus 2*75 ; bill from 
gape 2. 

Males are generally smaller than females, and Himalayan birds 
are considerably larger than those from Southern India, Ceylon, 
and Southern Burma. 

Distnhution. A common bird throughout India, Ceylon, and 
Burma m well-wooded tracts near the sea, rivers, or large pieces 
of water. This Owl is rare in the Himalayas, where it is replaced 
by the next species ; but it has been found on the tops of the 
Hilgiri and Palni hills in Southern India. It is, of course, rare 
or wanting in the drier parts of Eajputana, the Punjab, Sind, <fec.; 
but I shot one by a stream in the Western Sind hills. It does 
not appear to range south of Tenasserim, though it occurs to the 
eastward in China and far to the west near Acre in Palestine. It 
has not yet been observed in Persia or Arabia. 

Habits, ^c. The Common Indian Pish-Owl generally passes the 
day in a thick tree, and wings its way at sunset to the water’s edge 
to search for food. It lives chiefly on fish and crabs, but also kills 
birds and small mammals at times. It has a loud dismal cry, like 
haw, haw, haw, ho. It breeds from December to March, and lays 
usually two white broad oval eggs, measuring about 2*38 by 1-88, m 
a hollow tree, the deserted nest of a Pishing-Eagle, or occasionally on 
a ledge of rock, a small stick nest being made in the latter case. 


1165. Ketupa flavipes. The Tawny Fwh-Owl. 

Cultrunguis flavipes, Hodgson, J. A. S. B. y, p. 364, pi. 25 (1836). 

Ketupa flavipes, Gray, Gen. B i, p. 38 ; Bl^ti, Cat. p. 37 ; Horsf. ^ 
M. Cat. i, p. 76; Jerdon, B. 1 . i, p. 136; %d. Ibis, 1871, p. 346; 
Bulger, Ibis, 1869, p. 166 , Hume, Bough Notes, p. 385 ; %d. S. F. 
lii, pp. 327, 416 ; xi, p. 31 ; id. Cat. no. 73 ; Sharpe, Cat. B, M, 
ii, p. 5 ; Godio.'-Aust. J. A. S. B. xlvii, pt. 2, p. 12. 

Lak-d^yo-o^ung (the Kyo-o-calling Devil), Lepcha. 

Coloration. Lores white ; cheeks and ear-coverts orange or 
brownish buff, all with black shafts ; feathers of the upper, parts 
with broad blackish-brown median bands and rich orange-buff 
edges, the orange-buff in parts forming indentations or spots on 
the dark brown ; outer scapulars and some of the larger wing- 
coverts with the outer webs chiefly buff ; quills and tail-feathers 
dark brown, with buff bars and tips ; lower parts rich orange-buff, 
with dark brown shaft-stripes, broadest on the breast ; usually a 
white patch in the middle of the throat. 
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Bill homy black ; cere dirty greenish ; hides gamboge-yellow ; 
legs yellowish grey (Jerclon), Bill greenish horny {(/Iiennell). 

Length about 24 ; tail 9 ; mng 18 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 1*8. 
The tarsi covered with downy feathers for some distance below 
the upper end behind, and more than halfway down in front, 

Distinhution. Throughout the lower Himalayas as far west as 
Kashmir, at elevations not exceeding about 5000 feet, also in the 
ranges immediately south of the Assam valley, and in China. 

Habits^ 4'c. This fine Owl is found on the banks of Himalayan 
rivers, and like A. zeyloneims is said to subsist principally on fish 
and crabs. The nest and eggs do not appear to have been 
described. 


1166. Ketnpa javanensis. The Malay Fish-OivL 

Strix ketupu, JBLorsf. Tr. Linn. Soc, xin, p. 141 (1821). 

Ketupa javanensis, less. TraiU, p. 114 (1831); Blyth, Cat. p. 37 ; 
JEorsf. 8^M. Ch^.ijp. 76, Hkimey Bough Notes., ^ 384; Sharpe, Cat. 
B ilf. ii, p. 9 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p 66 ; Armstrong, S 
F. iv, p. 300 ; Bume ^ Dav. S. F. vi, pp. 33, 497 ; JECvme, Ca^. 
no. 73 his ; Bingham, S. F. ix, pp 146, 471 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 149 ; %d. in JBLume's N. ^ F, 2nd ed. iii, p. 98. 

Coloration. Similar to that of K. jlavipes, except that the 
present species is browner and less orange, especially above ; the 
bufic borders to the upper plumage frequently wanting altogether 
in old birds, whilst white or buff spots on the dark parts of the 
feathers are more numerous. Chiefly, however, the species is dis- 
tinguished by having the tarsus entirely naked behind up to and 
including the joint, and not, as a rule, clad in front so much as half- 
way down, and by much smaller size. 

Bill dusky ; cere dark slate-colour ; irides light yellow ; legs and 
feet dusky yellowish brown. 

Length about 18-5 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 13*5 ; tarsus 2*75 ; bill from 
gape 1*75. 

Distribution. Arrakan, the Irrawaddy delta, and throughout Te- 
nasserim, the Malay Peninsula, Java, Sumatra, and Borneo. 

Habits, ^ 0 . Very similar to those of the other species, except 
that K. javanmsis appears to feed largely on insects, but it probably 
eats fish and crabs as well. It sees w^ell by day and has a low soft 
whistling note. Major Bingham found the nest, containing a 
single white egg, in a fork of a large peepul tree, on Pebruary 27th. 
The egg measured 2*21 by 1*17, and was, as usual, a broad oval. 


Genus BUBO, Dumeril, 1806. 

This and the next genus contain the Eagle-Owls, birds of large 
size, with aigrettes and with the tarsus fully feathered ; the claws 
are powerfm and well curved, the inner (2nd) claw being the 
longest, much exceeding the hmd (1st) claw in length. The wing 
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is rounded, the 3rd primary longest, 4th subequal ; tail moderate, 
slightly rounded at the end. 

This is a large genus, found over the greater part of the world, 
except m Austraha. Three species are Indian. 


Key to the Species, 

a. General colour hulF and blackish brown 

Toes completely feathered : wing 17-20 . . B, ignams^ p 284. 
h\ Last joint of toes naied : wing 14 75-16. . B. hengale7isis, p. 285. 
b General colour greyish brown, toes half naked. B, coromandus, p. 286. 

1167. Bubo ignavus. The Great Horned Owl or Eagle-Owl. 

Stidx bubo, Linn, Sgst, Nat, i, p. 131 (1766). 

Bubo ignayus, For$te7% Syn. Cat, Bnt, Birds^ p. 3 (1817) ; Sharpe, 
Cat, B, M, ii, p. 14 ; S, F, vii, p. 346 ; id. Cat, no. 68 ter ; 

id, S F, ix, p. 311 note ; SmUy, Ibis, 1881, p. 425 ; St, John, Ibis, 
1889, p. 164. 

Bubo maximus, Fleming, Brit, An, p. 57 (1828) ; Blyth, Cat, p. 34 ; 
Sdater, P. Z, S, 1860, p. 99 ; Jerdon, B, L iii, p. 870 ; Mume, 
Bough Notes, p 374 ; id, S, F, iii, p. 327 j Sadly, S, F. iv, p. 129. 

Strix turcomana, Fhersm, Add, Fall. Zoog, p. 3 (1835). 

Strix sibirica, Licht, Suseniihl, Abbdd, Vog. Fur, pi, 44 (1846-52). 

Bubo henaachalana, Hume, S F, i, p. 315 (1873). 

Bubo turcomanus, Shaipe, Cat, P. AT ii, p 17 (B. ignavi subsp.) ; 
Hume, S F, vii, p. 348 ; id. Cat, no ^ 68 quat . ; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1881, p. 45 ; Menzbiet*, Ibis, 1886, p. 262. 

Coloration, Lores and anterior portion of cheeks white or pale 
fulvous, with black shafts; ear-coverts and hinder part of disk 
tawny, with indistinct brown cross-bars, the outermost disk- 
feathers sometimes black-tipped ; aigrettes black, the inner or 
both margins buff, especially towards the base; upper plumage 
black, varied and mottled with buff, there being broad black shaft- 
stripes on the head and neck, the broad buff edges of the neck- 
feathers less mottled with black than elsewhere ; much buff on the 
outer scapulars ; upper tail-coverts tawny buff, with narrow wavy 
blackish cross-bars ; primaries orange-buff, barred and tipped with 
dark brown ; secondaries brown, with mottled buff bars, becoming 
entirely buff on the inner web and on both webs at the base ; 
tail barred buff and dark brown, both colours mottled on the middle 
feathers. Chin and below the throat pure white, remainder o£ 
lower surface buff ; the throat with black median stripes and cross- 
bars, and the breast with broad black median stripes ; abdomen 
and flanks with narrow dark brown shaft-lines and wavy cross-bars, 
the cross-bars alone remaining on the vent, legs, under tail- 
coverts, and wing-lining. 

Typical B, ignavus, horn Europe, has more black on the back 
and the middle tail-feathers, the pale cross-hars on the latter being 
very narrow; but there is a complete passage into the Asiatic 
turcomanus, with broad mottled buff edges to the back-feathers, 
and the buff or white cross-bars on the median rectrices as wide 
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as the dark. Some Asiatic birds are very pale, especially beneath, 
others as rich an orange-baff as European skins ; the difference 
depends probably on the bleaching action of the sun m dry open 
tracts. Both races ha\ e been brought from the Himalayas. 

Bill dark slate-colour ; irides golden orange ; claws dusky at base, 
black at tips {Scully), The toes are completely covered and con- 
cealed above by feathers, which overhang the base of the claws. 

Length of female about 26 ; tail 10 ; wing 19 ; tarsus 3 ; bill 
from gape 1*9. Males run a little smaller. 

Distribution, Throughout the Palsearctic region. This noble 
Owl has occasionally been killed in Tibet and the higher Hima- 
layas as far east as the Ganges (Bhagirati). Both Biddulph and 
Scully obtained it in Gilgit, and St. John at Quetta and Oandahar. 

Habits^ ^c. The Great Eagle-Owl is bold and powerful, livmg 
on game birds, hares, rabbits, and even fawns of deer, and 
especially, it is said, on crows. The call is a loud, deep, dissyllabic 
hoot. The eggs have not been taken in India ; in Europe they 
are generally two or three in number, white, and rounded oval as 
usual, and are laid about March on a ledge of rock or in a hollow 
tree. 


1168. Bubo bengalensis. TJie Bock Horned Owl. 


Otus bengalensis, Ih'ankl P. Z. S. 1831, p. 116. 

Bubo caveanus, Hodys. As, Bes. xix, p. 169 (1836), 

Urrua caveana, Hodgs. J, A, 8, B, vi, p. 372. 

Urrua bengalensis, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. x, p. 87 j Jerdon, B. 1. 
i, p. 128 ; Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 450. 

Bubo bengalensis, Blgth, Cat. p. 35 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 73 ; 
8tohczka, J. A. 8 B. xli, pt. 2, p. 231 ; JSuTne, 8. F. i. p. 163 ; 
8harpe, Cat. B. M, li, p. 26 ; Davidson ^ Wem. 8. F. vii, p. 76 ; 
Ball, ibid. ^200 , Butler, ibid, p 180 ; ix, p. 370 ; Hume, Cat, no. 69; 
Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 35 ; Pew?, 8. F. x, p. 14 ; Davison, ibid p. 843 ; 
Oates, B, B, ii, p. 160 , id in Hume's N, F. 2nd ed. lii, p. 99; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 65 ; id. Joum, Bom. H. H. 8oc. lii, p. 221. 
AscalapMa bengalensis, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 253; Hume, Bough 
Notes, p. 366 ; id, <5* P p. 62 ; A. Andei'son, F. Z. 8. 1872, 
p. 81 ; Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 406 ; Ball, 8, F, ii, p. 881 ; 
Blyth, Bir^ Burm, p. 66. 

Ghiigh4, H. ; Qhubdd, Mahr. ; Terra gudla guba, Tel. ; Kotang, Tam, 


Coloration. Lores whitish with black shafts; cheeks and ear- 
coverts tawny with black streaks, and bordered behind by a black 
rim to the facial disk ; aigrettes black, with buff margins towards 
the base ; forehead buff, passing into the crown and nape, which 
are blac^h brown, the feathers with buff spots on the edges ; 
hind-neck and sides of neck nearly pure buff, with broad black 
shaft-stripes; rest of upper parts blackish brown, spotted and 
mottled with buff and white ; the buff spots on the outer scapulars 
are very large, and the rump and upper tail-coverts are chiefly 
buff ; primaries rich orange-buff, barred and tipped with brown ; 
secondaries brown, with mottled buff bars, becoming entirely buff 
on the inner web and towards the base ; tail barred buff aud brown, 



286 


ASIONID-®. 


both colours mottled on the middle feathers ; chin and below the 
throat white, rest of lower surface buff ; upper throat with fusi- 
form black shafts ; breast with broad black stripes passing into the 
narrow dark shaft-lines and wavy cross-bars of the abdomen, 
shaft-hnes disappearing and the cross-bars growing fainter or 
occasionally dying out on the legs, vent, and lower tail-coverts. 

Bill horny black ; irides orange-yellow ; claws dusky {Hume), 

Length 22 ; tail 8 ; wing 15-5 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 1*7. 

Distribution, The Eock Horned Owl is almost, if not entirely, 
confined to the Indian Peninsula, being one of the commonest 
Owls of Northern and Central India, except in desert tracts ; less 
common in the south, wanting in Ceylon. It is found, though not 
commonly, in Eajputana, Smd, and the Western Punjab, and has 
been reported to occur in Afghanistan ; it inhabits !]&shmir and 
the lower Himalayas to the westward, though not Nepal or 
Sikhim ; it is very rare in Lower Bengal and apparently unknown 
to the eastward, though Blyth states that it occurs in i^rakan. 

Habits, ^' 0 , This fee Owl haunts rocky hills and ravines, 
alluvial cliffs, and brushwood, beside rivers and streams, and in 
fiat country groves of trees. It is by no means exclusively noc- 
turnal, and it lives on rats and mice, birds, lizards, snakes, crabs, 
and large insects. Its cry is a loud issyllabic hoot. The 
breeding-season is from December to April, and from two to four 
white oval eggs are laid on a rocky ledge or in a cave, or on the 
ground under a bush or tuft of grass. The eggs measure about 
2*1 by 1*73. 

1169. Bubo coromandus. The Duslcy Horned Owl, 

Strix coromanda, Doth. Ind. Om, i, p. 63 (1790). 

Un’ua coromanda, Hodgs J. A, 8, D* vi, p. 3/3 ; Jerdon,H. I. i, p. 130 ; 
id. Ibis, 1871, p. 345 ; Hume, N, 4* H. p. 63 ; Butler, 8. F, iii, 
p. 450 ; V, p. 217 ; Godw,-Amt, J, A, 8, B. xlvii, pt. 2, p. 12. 

Urrua umbrata, Blyth, J. A, 8. B, xiv, p. 180 (1845). 

Bubo umbratus, Blyth, Cat. p. 35. ^ 

Bubo coromandus, Horsf. 8^ M. Cat, i, p. 75 ; Hume, 8, F, i, p. 164 ; 
Adam, ibid p. 369 j 8harjpe, Cat. B ii, p. 35 ; Butler, 8. F, vii, 
p, 180 ; Ball, ibid. p. 201 ; Cripps, ibid p. 2^ ; Hume, C<^, no. 70 ; 
Beid, 8. F. x, p. 16 ; Davidson, ibid, p. 291 ; Taylor, ibid, p 455 ; 
Oaies, E. B, ii, p. 151 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E, 2nd ed lii, p. 101 ; 
C, H. T. Marshodl, His, 1884, p. 407 ; Barnes, Birds Bern. p. 66. 

Asc^aphia coromanda, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 253 ; Hume, Bough Notes, 
m 371 ; A. Anderson, F. Z. 8. 1872, p. 81; 1876, p. 316; Blyth, 
Birds Burm. p. 65. 

Coloration. Whole plumage above and below greyish brown 
with dark shaft-stripes, the feathers finely mottl^ and vermi- 
culated with whitish ; more white on the lower surface, which is 
paler than the upper in consequence ; a few white or buff spots 
on the outer webs of the outer scapulars and on some of the 
larger and median primary-coverts ; lores white, with black shafts 5 
aigrettes darker than crown ; quxUs and tail brown, with pale 
mottled cross-bands and tips. 
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Bill greyish white or pale lavender, the tips and eulmen pale 
yellowish horny; irides deep yellow (not orange); claws black 
\Hume). 

Length 23 ; tail 8 ; wing 16 ; tarsus 2*5 ; bill from gape 1*65. 

Distribution, The greater part of the Indian Peninsula. This 
Owl is common in the North-west Provinces and throughout the 
greater part of the G-angetic plain, being far from rare in Eastern 
Bengal. It has been obtained, though rarely, from the Punjab 
and Smd, but not farther west. To the eastward it has been 
recorded from the N. Eliasi hills, Assam, Tipperah, and Arrakan, 
but not Manipur, nor farther south. Sharpe found a specimen in 
the Paris Museum from China. It occurs in the better watered 
parts of Eajputana, in Khandesh, Eaipur, Chutia Nagpur, the 
Carnatic, and Mysore, but not in the Bombay JDeccan or Concan, 
Vestern Grhats, Malabar coast, nor in Ceylon. 

Halits^ This dull-plumaged bird inhabits well-wooded and 
watered tracts, where it lives on small mammals, birds, frogs, 
lizards, <fec. A. Anderson mentions seeing one pursue a heron. It 
also Mis and eats crows. Like its congeners it is by no means 
exclusively nocturnal. The call is characteristic, resembling, ac- 
cording to Butler, wo, wo, wo, wo-o-o-o, and is chiefly heard in the 
rains. It breeds from December to Eebruary, depositing generally 
two eggs in a stick nest, more or less lined with green leaves and 
a few feathers or a little grass. Sometimes the deserted nest of 
an Eagle or some other bird is utilized, and occasionally the eggs 
are laid in a hollow tree. They are creamy white (Anderson once 
obtained a coloured pair), and measure about 2*33 by 1*89. 


Grenns HUHUA, Hodgson, 1837. 

This genus is distinguished from Bubo by the important character 
of the young having a perfectly distinct plumage, an exceptional 
case amongst Owls. The birds moult from the immature into 
the adult garb. The present type is further distinguished by 
having the irides dark brown instead of yellow, and by the wing 
being more rounded, the 4th and 5th quills being longest. The 
inner claw is very large. 

Only two species are known ; both occur within our limits. 


Key to tTie Species. 

a. Back and scapulars unbarred, more or less edged 

and mo^ed with buff : wing 15-19 J3". nepaleimSj p. 287, 

b. Back and scapulars with wavy rufous cross- 

bars : wing about 13*5 orieritalisj p. 289. 


1170. Huhua nepalensis* The Forest Eagte'-Owl, 

Bubo nipalensis, Biodgson, As, Kes, xix, p. 172 (1836) ; Sharpe, Cat, 
B, M, ii, p. 87 ; Bwm ^ Dav, S, F, Ti,p.80 ; JTmie, Gat, no. 71 ; 
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Scully, S, F, viii, p. 231 ; Leyge, Birds Ceyl p. 131 ; Damson, 
S, F. Xj p. 343 ; Oates, B, B, li, p. 162 j Fume, S, F, xi. p. 20. 

Huhua iiipalensis, Hodgson, J, A, S. B. ti, p. 362 ; Jet don, B. I. i, 
p. 131 ; Blyth, Ibis, 3866, p. 264 j 1872, p 89; Beamn, B. Z, S, 
1868, p. 400 ; Hume, Hough Notes, p. 378 , Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, 
p. 346 ; Hume, 8 F. i. p. 431 ; Blanford, J. A, 8. B. xli, pt. 2, 
p. 154 ; Blyth ^ Wald Birds Bmm. p 65; Godia.^-Aust J. A, 8, B, 
slv, pt. 2, p. 68 , xlvii, pt. 2, p. 12 ; Gurney ^ Fitzgerald, Ibis, 
1878, p 119 ; Gurney, B, Z 8 1884, p. 558, pi lii. 

Hubua pectoi'alis, Jeidon, Madr. Jour. X. x, p. 89, pi. i; Holds-- 
worth, B. Z. 8 1872, p. 416. 

Bubo oiieutalis, Blyth, Cat p. 34 ; Sclater, P. Z. 8, 1878, p. 790 ; 
nec Strix orientalis, Horsf. 

Ptiloskelos amherstii, Txckell, J. A. 8, B, xxviii, p. 448 (1859). 

Huhu, Huhu Chil, Nepal ; Miqdo7 1 , Bbot. ; Uman, Malayalim ; loho, 
Bahaxivdna, Oing. ; Beria-<tnda, tarn. (Ceylon). 

Coloration. Lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts greyish or brownish 
white, shafts and tips of lores and ear-coverts blackish brown ; 
long-pointed aigrettes blackish brown, the inner webs or some- 
times the wLole barred with white or buff; upper plumage 
throughout dark brown, the feathers barred, edged, and mottled 
with buS, least, and frequently not at all, on the crown, back, and 
smaller wing-coverts, most on the neck, scapulars, and larger wing- 
coverts ; sides of neck, outer scapulars, and upper tail-coverts bun, 
barred with brown, the scapulars forming a distmct buff band on 
each side ; quills and tail-feathers dark brown, with pale bars and 
tips, more distmct on the secondaries than on the primaries, the 
pale bars on the inner webs near the base, except on the middle 
pair of tail-feathers, very broad and nearly or quite white ; lower 
plumage white, often tinged fulvous, the feathers broadly barred 
with tok brown, the subterminal bar on each feather forming a 
crescentic or heart-shaped spot. 

Young birds are white or buff, with crescentic dark brown bars 
on all feathers of both the upper and lower surface ; the quills 
and tail-feathers as in adults. Even after a change of plumage (by 
a moult) the aigrettes are barred throughout at first and the dosral 
feathers have more buffy bars and markings than those of older 
birds. 

Bill yellow ; irides brown ; toes yellow ; claws dusky at the end, 
pale at base. 

Length about 24 inches (21 •5-27) ; tail 9 ; wing 17 (15*3-19) ; 
tarsus 2*75 ; bill from gape 2. Eemales are generally larger than 
males and Himalayan birds than those from Southern India and 
Ceylon. 

DistrihiUon. This Owl is found in the forests of the Himalayas as 
far west as Kumaun, and probably farther, at elevations not ex- 
ceeding 7000 feet, also in the hill-forests of the Nilgiris and Malabar 
and in the higher parts of Ceylon. To the eastward it has been 
obtained in the Assam hills, and in Burma near Toungngoo, in 
Karennee, and from Bilugyun Island opposite Moulmein. There can 
now be no question that Jerdon^s Huhua ;^eetoralis, from Malabar, 
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is the same bird, as Davison found the present species on the 
Nilgins. The description by Tickell of Ptilosfcelos amherstvi appears 
to me to agree better with the young of this bird than with that 
of B, orientalis, and Blyth (Ibis, 18^72, p. 89), who saw Tickell’s 
original specimen, identified it with B. nej^ale'iisis without hesi- 
tation. 

Eahzts^ A forest bird, shy and seldom seen. Very little is 
known of its food, though from its size and pow^erful claws it 
probably lives on bu’ds or mammals, and it is said to MU pheasants, 
hares, young deer, &c. It is somewhat diurnal in its habits, and I 
heard one calling and saw it shot about 3 o’clock in the afternoon. 
The call is, as described by Jerdon, “ a low deep and far-sounding 
moaning hoot.” The mdification is unknown. 

1171. Huhna orientalis. The Malay Eagle-Owl, 

Strix orientalis, JTorsf, Tr. Linn, Soc. xiii, p. 140 (1821). 

Strix sumatrana, Rajfl Tr. Linn, Soc. xiu, p. 279 (1822). 

Strix strepitans, Tejnm Bl Col. pis. 174, 229 (1823). 

Bubo orientalis, Horsf 4* M, Cat. i, p. 72, part , Shai^e^ Cat. B. M. ii, 
p. 39 ; JSumej S. F iv, p. 223 ; Sume ^ JDav. S. F, vi, p. 31 ; 
Hume, Oat, no. 71 bis ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 163. 

Huhua orientalis, Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 26, pt. , Jerdmi, Ibis, 1871, 
p. 346, pt. ; Holdstoorth, P, Z S 1872, p. 416. 

Coloration, Lores, cheeks, and ear-coverts pale brown or 
brownish white, the lores black-shafted; blacMsh supercilia; 
aigrettes blacMsh brown, some barred on the inner webs or 
throughout with white or pale rufous; upper plumage dark 
brown, narrowly and irregularly barred with duU rufous ; outer 
webs of the outer scapulars partly or wholly white ; quills and 
tail-feathers dark brown with pale mottled bars and tips, the bars, 
except on the middle tail-feathers, broader and white on the inner 
webs towards the base ; lower parts white, more or less tinged 
fulvous, the feathers narrowly barred with dark brown, the bars 
much closer together as a rule on the upper breast. 

Toung whitish, barred with brown above and below, the bars 
narrow, closer and paler than in the young of H. nejyalensis. 

Bill, cere, eyehds, and feet yellow ; irides dark brown {Davison), 
The toes are almost naked above. 

Length about 18 ; tail 7 ; wing 13*75 ; tarsus 2 ; bill from gape 
1-75. 

Distribution, The Malay Peninsula and the islands of Sumatra, 
Java, and Borneo. Very rare in Southern Tenasserim, where 
Davison obtained a single specimen- Nothing is known of the 
habits or mdification. 


G-enus NYCTEA, Stephens, 1826. 

The Snowy Owl forms a genus differing from Bubo chiefly in 
pliunage and in having aigrettes so small that they are not easily 

TOl. III. XT 
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detected. The feathers of the facial disk and those of the legs are 
peculiarly dense and hair}% and so long that the bill and claws are 
almost concealed. "Wings and tail as in Buho-^ the under tail- 
coverts extend nearly to the end of the tail. There is a single 
species, which has once been obtained within Indian limits. 

1172. Nyctea scandiaca. The Snowy Owl, 

Stris scandiaca and S. nyetea, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p. 132 (1766). 

Strix nivea, Thunh. Kon Svensk. Vet~Ak. Nandi, xix, p. 184 (1798). 

Nyetea nivea, Hume^ IbiSy 1871, p. 410. 

Nyetea scandiaca, Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. ii, p. 125 ; Hunie^ S, F. vii, 
p. 845 ; id. Cat. no. 08 his. 

Coloration. Pure white, a few brown bars remaining here 
and there, even in old males, more in old females. In young 
birds the facial disk, a narrow collar on the back of the neck, 
the chin and throat, wing-hning and axillaries, feathers on 
the legs and feet, vent and under tail-coverts are pure white ; the 
rest of the plumage, including the quills and tail, barred with 
brown, the bars being broad, rather distinct from each other, 
crescentic or subcrescentic in shape, and not continuous from 
feather to feather either above or below. 

Bill black ; irides golden yellow. 

Length about 23 ; tail 9*25 ; wing 17 ; tarsus 2*3 ; bill irom 
gape 1-7. 

Bistnbiition. The northern portion of both hemispheres, some 
birds migrating into the temperate zone in winter. A single 
specimen was once received by Mr. Hume from Mardan in the 
Horth-west Punjab, not far from Peshawur. The bird was obtained 
by Dr. Johnson on March 3rd, and other specimens were said to 
have been seen by the shikari. So far as is known this Owl has 
not since been observed within Indian limits. 

Genus SCOPS, Savigny, 1810. 

The Scops Owls are of small size and furnished with aigrettes 
usually of considerable length. The head is rather large, the 
nostrils round and pierced in the anterior margin of the cere, which 
is slightly prominent. The wings are long, but vary much in 
shape, being far more rounded in some species than in others ; the 
tail is moderate in length and rounded at the ends. The tarsus is 
feathered more or less completely. The plumage of the young 
differs from that of adults. 

The members of this genus generally have the plumage minutely 
vermiculated or stippled with delicate markings, and the distinction 
of the species is rather difficult, several of the forms showing con- 
siderable variation. The number of species has, however, certainly 
been overrated; only two were admitted by Jerdon, whilst in 
Hume’s Catalogue no less than 18 names are enumerated, but of 
these three are regarded as not worthy of distinction, and one as 
of doubtful validily. Anyone, however, who reads Hume’s notes 



SOOPS. 


291 


will recognize bow very doubtM many of the nominal species are, 
and I think the 14 remaining species may with advantage be 
reduced by one-half. 

All species of Scojps are thoroughly nocturnal, and generally 
make their presence known in the dusk of the evening or after 
nightfall by a peculiar monotonous, monosyllabic or dissyllabic call, 
repeated at regular and rather long intervals, generally from inside 
a bush or tree with thick foliage. 

These Owls are insectivorous as a rule, though they occasionally 
capture and eat small birds or mammals. They are found in most 
tropical and temperate regions, but are wanting in Australia. 


Keif to the Species. 


a. 3rd quill longest, 1st longer than 8th. 

a\ Feathers on tarsus stop short at base of 

toes ; spots on scapulars white 

b\ Feathers extend on to base of toes ; spots 
on scapulars buff 

b. 4th or 5th quHl longest ,* 1st much shorter 

than 8th. 

c\ No distinct collar on hind-neck j pale 
spots on upper surface ; no black shaft- 
stripes. 

a". Size moderate; wing about 55, tail 
about 3 

a!'\ Tarsus feathered to base of toes. . . . 

b'". Lower third of tarsus bare 

Size large ; wing over 7, tail 4*8. . . . 
d\ A distinct pale colSir on hind-neck ; black 
shaft-stripes usually distinct. 

Toes naked 

d’*. Toes feathered above 


S giu, p. 291. 

S. brucii, p. 294. 


S. spilocephalvSi p. 295. 
S, halli, p. 296. 

S, sagittaius, p. 296. 


8 bahhanioena, p. 297. 
8. semitorqiLes, p. 300. 


1178. Scops giu. TJie Scops Owl. 

Strix scops, Linn. Syst. Nat. i, p, 132 (1766). 

Strix giu, Scop. Ann. i, p. 19 (1768). 

Strix zorca, Grml ^st. Nat. i, p. 289 (1788). 

Scops aldrovandi, Am. Brit. An. p. 67 (1828) : Bluth, Cat. p. 36. 
Scops suma, As. Bes. six, p. 176 (1836) ; Blyth, J. A. 8. B. 

HI. Ind. Orn.rii. 41 ; Sharpe. Cat. B. M. ii. 
p. 67; :^ge, Birds Cwl. p. 139; Hume, S.F.yid., p. 201; Cat. 

i' >■ MarsMll, Ibis, 1884, 

p. 408 j jjavidson^ Jour. Born. N. JS. 8oe. i, p. 179. 

Scgjs peimatus, J A. 8. B. vi, p. 369 (descr. nulla) : 

P- 183 (1846) j Hume, H. §• JSjp. 65; 
n' 'SSajye, Cat. B. M. u, p. 63 (subsp.) ; Mcme 4- 

TSif- .1 CHPi’«.»5«<i.p.256; Hume, Cat.no.74:-. BiddiOph, 
I^, 1^1, p. 46 ; &«%, aid. p. 426 ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 147 ; 

Oates, B. B. ii, p. 164; 

LiUleMe,^ur. ^om.N. JEL. 8oc i, p. 196 ; Salvador^ Ann. Mm. 
(2) IV, p. 678 ; v, p. 657 ; vii, p. 876 ; Hume, 8, F. xi, 
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Scops gjmnopodus, Grmj^ Cat ^ Accip, B M. 1844, p 44 (descr. 
nulla) , Sharpe f Cat. B. M. ii, p (jo, pi. iv, %. 2 ; Hume^ Cat. 
no. 74 ter A. 

Scops malayanus, Hay, Madt\ Jour. L. S. xiii, pt. 2, p 147 (184o ) j 
Shaipe, Cat. B, M. ii, p 58, pi. h’, fig. 1 (subsp ) ; Hiitne, S. F. 
vii, p. Bo6 ; id. Cat. no 74 sex. 

EpMaltes sunia, Horsf. (S* M Cat. i, p. 70 ; A. Anderson, S F. iu, 
p. 388 ; id P Z. S\ 1875, p. 25 ; 1870, p. 781 

E;^altes pennatiis, Jei don, B. L i, p. 136 ; Hume, Powjli Nbtet^f 
p. 386; id. S. F. ii, p. 151 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. S. 1875, p. 25. 

Ephialtes bakliamoena, apud Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 27 ; 1866, p. 255 ; 
Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 347 ; Blyth §* Wald Birds Burm. p, CO , 
nec Otus bakkamcena, Penn. 

Epbialtes jerdoni, Walden, A. M. N. JET. (4) v, p. 417 (1870); id. 
Ibis, 1871, p. 112. 

Scops giu, Sharpe, Gat. B. M. ii, p. 47 ; Bames, S. F. ix, p. 452 , 
Blanf. Ibis, 1894, p. 528. 

Scops rufipennis, Sharpe (subsp.), Cat. B. M. ii, p 60 (1875) ; Hume, 
S. F. VI, p. 34 , vii, p. 350 ; zd. Cat. ? no. 74 B. 

Epbialtes nicobaricus, Hume, S. F. iv, p. 283. 

Scops nicobaricus, Hume, Gat. no. 74 quat.; Carney, Ibis, 1884, 
p. 172. 

Scops minutus, Zegye, A. M. N. H (6) i, jp. 175 (1878) ; id. S. F. viiir 
p. 145 ; zd. Birds Ceyl. p. 143, pi. iv ; Hume, Cat. no 74 0. 

The Indian Scopts Oiol, Jerdon ; Choghad hmal, Srniya husial, Nepal x 
Bmdxd, Cbamba; Chitfa guba, Terra chztta guba, Tel. 

Coloration, Lores white or pale grey with some black tips, rest 
o£ facial disk greyish white with indistinct brown bars ; run white 
or pale rufous tipped with black; whole upper plumage gi*ey,inore 
or less tinged with rufous, the feathers minutely speckled black 
and white, and generally with black median stripes, which vary 
much in definition ; some feathers are stippled at the end, white or 
hufif further down with black shaft-stripes and cross-bars, and the 
white or buff spots thus formed are conspicuous in some skins, 
almost wanting in others ; outer scapulars white on the outer 
webs, with black ends and sometimes a black inner border to the 
white spots ; some white or buff spots on the wing-coverts ; quills 
brown, with paler mottled bars and tips, the bars forming white or 
buff patches on the outer webs of several primaries and on the 
inner webs of all wmg-feathers ; tail brown, much mottled with 
whitish on the middle feathers and outer edges of the others, aU 
with narrow pale bars dark-edged; lower parts paler than the 
upper, closely stippled with dark bro\sTLor black on a white ground, 
and more or less tinged with buff or rufous, the feathers with 
blackish shaft-stidpes, usaally broadest on the breast, and small 
dark wavy cross-bars, broken up into minute dots towards the ends 
of the feathers. 

Bufous phase (S, sunia). The upper parts are sometimes pale 
chestnut with some black shaffc-stripes, especially on the bead, and 
with white black-tipped spots on the scapulars ; the lower surface 
varying, the usual markings generally remaining on the lower 
breast and abdomen. In one specimen from Camorta in the 
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jSTicobars, already described by G-urney as a form of S, nieoharlcus, 
the whole lower surface is chestnut and the upper surface darker 
red than usual, but still traces of the normal markings remain on 
the wings and tail. In other skins the markings have disappeared 
on the rectrioes, but are retained on the wing-feathers and on the 
abdomen. Again, in others faint obsolete marks appear on the 
upper surface, and there is a complete gradation from these forms 
into the ordinary grey S. giu {S. pennatm). Moreover, chestnut 
varieties of all the local forms occur, of the small dark S. minutus 
of Ceylon and the larger dark S, malayamts of Malacca, as well as 
x)f the large S. penaatus of the Himalayas. It should be added 
that both Blyth and Jerdon unhesitatingly regarded S. siinia as a 
rufous phase of pemiatus^ though some later writers have thought 
differently. 

Young birds are greyish brown, speckled throughout, and with 
indistinct cross-barring on both upper and lower surface. 

Bill dusky greenish ; iris pale golden yellow ; feet fleshy grey 
{Jerdon). Third quill longest. Toes and extreme end of tarsus 
bare of feathers. 

Length about 7*5; tail 2*75; wing 5*75; tarsus *85; bill from 
gape *7. South Indian and Ceylon birds are smaller : wing 4*75 
to 5*25. 

In the present species no less than seven of the names of Hume’s 
Catalogue are mcluded, three of those names, however, bemg marked 
by Hume as doubtful and invalid. In Sharpe's Catalogue, pen-- 
natus and several other forms were classed as races or subspecies 
of the European Scops Owl, B, gin, and I think that this is a 
correct view. Some of the birds found in North-western I ndia 
are typical B. giu, absolutely identical with grey European speci- 
mens. As a rule, however, the Indian form B. pennatus is slightly 
browner and darker and the aigrettes are generally rufous in part. 
A rufous form of B. giu, occurs in Europe, but it never approaches 
the Indian B. sunia, which is a remarkable instance of a bird’s 
assuming a rufous plumage locally. The following Indian named 
forms of B. c/iu besides B. pennatus and B. sunia require notice : — 

Bcops rufpennis is a small, rather uniformly-coloured bird from 
the Carnatic. 

Bcops ggmmpodus was a name given by Mr. G. R. Gray to a skin 
in which the lower portions of both tarsi were naked. Hr. Sharpe 
tells me that, as no additional specimen has been found, he suspects 
the skin, which agrees with normal B. pennatus in plumage, had 
accidentally lost the feathers of the lower tarsus. 

Bcops nicoharicus was founded on a very dark rufous skin, but 
with the brown markings of the dorsal surface stiU conspicuous. 
There are m the Hume collection precisely similar specimens from 
the Malay Peninsula. 

Bcops malayanus is a dark brownish form from Malacca, differing 
from typical B. pennatus precisely as that does from the Western 
B. giu. Wing 5^35. 

Bcops minutus is the best marked of all these races and the 
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smallest. It is from Ceylon, and resembles JS. malayanus in its 
dark brownish colour. Wing about 4*8. 

As in so many other cases, specimens from the South are smaller 
and darker, the smallest and darkest of all being the Ceylonese 
variety. 

DUtnhufion, Central and Southern Europe and Asia, and the 
greater part of Africa. One form or another of this bird is found 
in all parts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, except perhaps the 
higher Himalayas. 

Halits, tj-c. This is a migratory species in Europe and probably 
to some extent in India. Ho nests appear to have been taken in 
the plains, but the small dark Southern forms certainly breed in 
the hills of Southern India and Ceylon, for there are nestlings 
from both localities in the British Museum, and Mr. Daly tells me 
he has taken the eggs on the Shevroys. There can be but little 
doubt that >S>. gwi breeds in the Himalayas also, but it is doubtful 
whether the few supposed instances on record do not apply to 
another species. The habits are those of the genus; the call is a 
peculiar monotonous monosyllabic hoot, repeated at regular 
intervals, generally from a dense-foliaged tree. 

1174, Scops bmcii. The Striated Scojps Owl. 

Ephialtes brucei, Hume, S, F, i, p. 8 (1873) ; Fairhank, S» F. iv, 
p. 254 

Scops brucei, Sharpe, (ht B. 3L ii, p. 62 ; Blanford, 8 F. v. p. 245 ; 
Doig, S. F, vii, p. 505 ; Hume, Cat. no. 74 sept ; Vidal, 8. F, ix, 
p. 3G , Butler, ibid, p, 876 ; Barnes, ibid. p. 452 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1881, p. 47 ; Scully, ibid. p. 426 ; Davidson, S F. x, p. 291 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 71 ; Sharpe, Yarh. Miss , Aves, p. 12, pi. ii ; Blanf. 
Ibis, 1894, p. 528. 

Kutmz, Mahr, 

Coloration. Lores sullied white, with black tips, rest of the face 
grey, ru:l2 tipped dark brown and without any ferruginous tint 
upper plumage sandy grey (dark isabeUine), with narrow blackish 
shaft-stripes, the surface generally very finely and uniformly 
speckled vith dark brown on buffi ; spots on outer scapulars pale 
dull buffi, not white ; wing and tail-feathers marked as in giu, 
but with dull dark brown and buff ; lower plumage marked with 
dark shaft-stripes like the upper, and similarly coloured, but paler 
and less uniform, with some w’hite on the abdomen. 

Bill homy ; irides brilliant yellow ; toes olivaceous grey (Boig). 

Length about 8*5; tail 3*2; wing 6*3; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape *7. Third quill longest ; feathering of tarsus extends on to 
the base of the toes. 

Distribution. Specimens have been obtained in the Bombay 
Presidency at Ahmednagar and at Hhed in Eatnagm, and the 
bird has probably occurred in Western Ehandesh ; it has also* 
been met with several times in Sind, and Mr. Barnes found it 
breediug at Chaman in South Afghanistan. It has been recorded 
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at Sultanpur in Oudh, and at Grilgit, and beyond Indian limits 
at Panjah in Wakhan, and at considerable elevations on the 
Kuen-lnen range ; also near Bokhara, on the Mnrghab, and in 
Transcaspia, as I learn from Mr. Dresser, who has examined 
specimens. It is probably migratory, but nothing is known of 
its habits. 

1175. Scops spilocephalns. The Spotted H%malayan Seops Owl. 

Ephialtes spilocephalns, Blythj J. A. S. JB xv, p. 8 (1846). 

Ephialtes scops (i.), apud Mutton^ X A, S, B. xvii, pt. 2, p. 4. 

Phodilus nipalensis, G. JR, Gray, JETand-hst, i, p. 53 (descr. nulla), 
teste Sharpe, 

Ephialtes gymnopodus, apud Hume, Bough Notes, p. 390 ; Jerdon, 
Ibis, 1871, p. 347 ; Cooh ^ Maish, 8, F, i, p. 349 ; nec Gray, 

Scops spilocephalns, Bume, N, ^ F, p. 66 ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, li, 
p. 63 ; Hume, 8, F. vii, p. 352 ; id. Cat, no. 74 ter ; C. H, T. 
Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p 408 ; Sahadori, Ann, Mas, Ctv. Gen, (2) 
iv, g. 573 , vh, p. 376 ; Oates in Hume’s ^ N, E, 2nd ed. iii,. 

Coloration, Pace whity brown, indistinctly barred ; lores whitish, 
with black tips ; ndS buff, with broad tips of dark brown ; broad 
frontal area extending above the eyes lighter than the crown; 
upper parts speckled greyish to rufous brown, and marked, 
especially on the crown and nape, with pale spots, each with a 
dark brown or black spot behind it ; there are the usual white 
spots, bordered with blackish inside and at the ends, on the outer 
webs of the outer scapulars, and a few white spots on the wing- 
coverts; quills and tail-feathers brown with pale bands as in 
8, giu, but the pale bands across the tail are generally much more 
numerous, and the white spots on both webs of the primaries are 
dull and inconspicuous; lower parts speckled brown on white, 
and with indistinct pale brown-tipped spots on the breast and 
abdomen. 

Both a greyish and a rufous phase are found, but the colour is 
never chestnut as in the swiia variety of S, giu. 

Bill yellowish; iris yellow; feet fleshy brown. Tarsus not 
feathered quite to the distal extremity; toes bare; 4th or 5th 
quill longest. 

Length of males about 7-5; tail 3; wing 5-5; tarsus 1*15; 
bill from gape *7. Eemales are a little larger : wing 5*7 ; 
tail 3*25. 

Distribution, Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Murree, 
at elevations between about 3000 and 6000 feet. There is in the 
British Museum a skin collected by (^-odwin-Austen at Asalu, Hdga 
hills ; and Eea obtained specimens identified by Salvador! as this 
species at Bhamo and in Karennee. 

Habits, ^e. According to Hutton, this Scops utters a double 
whistle — wh<Hwho, It lays 3 to 5 round oval white eggs on the 
bare wood in a hollow tree, or in a hole in the wood ; the eggs 
measure about 1*26 by 1*09. The breeding-season is from the 
middle of March to the middle of June. 
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1176* Scops balli* The Andaman Scoops Owl, 

EpHaltes spiloceplialus, apud Ball, J, A, 8, B, xli, pt. 2, p. 276 : 
id. 8 B. 1, p. 53; Blyth. 

Epiiialtes balL, JSmne, 8 F. i, p. 407 (1873) ; li, pp. 151, 491. 

Scops modestus, Walden, A. M. N, H (4) xiii, p. 123 (1874) ; 
id. 1874, p 129 ; Hume, Cat no. 74 quint. 

Scops balli, Shatpe, Cat. B. M. ii, p. 100 ; Hume, Cat, no 74 oct. ; 
Shaipe, Tarh. Miss., Aves, p. 151, pi. xx; Blanford, Ibis, 1894, 
p. 526. 

Coloration. Eace and lores fulvous brown to grey, barred with 
darker brown, loral plumes tipped black ; forehead and superciha 
pale, upper surface rufous brown, paler or darker, finely freckled 
and mottled with black, and dotted over with subcruciform or 
polygonal whitish or bufi spots nearly surrounded by black; the 
larger white spots on the outer scapulars also bordered with 
black almost throughout, and sometimes crossed by brown or 
black lines; quills brown, speckled at the ends and on the 
outer webs, ^vith conspicuous white spots on the outer webs of the 
primaries and fulvous notches on the inner webs of all near the 
base ; tail brown with paler cross-bars, sometimes indistinct or 
broken ; lower parts paler and greyer than the upper, speckled 
with dark brown or white, and spotted with whitish brown-tipped 
spots. 

The young {8. modestus) are dull brown, closely but indistinctly 
barred, especially on the head, neck, and wing-coverts ; the white 
or buff spots on the upper and lower surface are wanting, and the 
quills are barred throughout with pale rufous. 

Colours of soft parts not recorded. 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 3; wing 5*4 ; tarsus 1. Tarsus slender, 
lower third generally bare ; fifth quill longest. 

DistrihuUon, The Andaman Islands. There can, I thmk, be no 
question but that 8. modestus is merely the young, its small size 
(wing 4*75) being simply due to immaturity. As Hume has shown, 
other young specimens show a passage between 8, modestas and 
8, halli. Some of them are more rufous than adults. 

1177. Scops sagittatiis. The Large Malay 8cops Owl. 

Ephialtes sagittatus, Cass. Broc. Ac. Hat. 8c{. Bhilad. iy. v. 121 
(1860). ' ^ 

Scops sagittatus, 8harpe, Cat. B, M. ii, p. 98 ; Oates, 8. F. v, 
p. 247 ; Hume ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 35: Hume, Cat. no. 74 nov. : 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 166. 

Coloration. Eeathers around eyes deep ferruginous red; cheeks and 
lores whitish, the former faintly barred, the latter with brown ends ; 
behind the eye pale rufous, succeeded by a broad crescentic band 
of dark ferruginous brown on each side of the neck ; broad frontal 
band, extendmg above the eyes to the aigrettes, white with faint 
brown bars, sharply divided from the crown, which wdth the upper 
parts gener^ly is dull chestnut without distinct speckling, but with 
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small pointed, often subcruciform, white or fulvous spots, bordered 
with dark brown ; quills brown, rufescent and paler on the outer 
webs and at the tips, and with pale bars throughout ; tail-feathers 
like the back and indistinctly barred ; lower parts pale rufous- 
white, speckled with brown, especially on the breast ; all feathers 
with whitish shaft-stripes interrupted at short intervals by brown 
spots. 

Bill bluish white ; cere pale bluish green ; irides deep brown ; 
feet and claws bluish white (Davison), Tarsus feathered nearly 
to the end. 

Length about 11 ; tail 4*8 ; wing 7*4 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from 
gape -9. 

Distribution, The Malay Peninsula. A specimen was obtained 
by Oates at Malewoon, Southern Tenasserim, and another by 
Davison at Meetan, S.E. of Moulmein. 

1178. Scops bakkamcena. The GoUared 8coj^s Oioh 

Otus bakkamoena, Pennant, Indian Zool. p. 3, pi. iii (1769) ; Neioton, 
8, F, viii, p 414. 

Strix indica, Gm, Stjsf. Nat. i, p. 289 (1788) 

Stnx lempiji, JTorsf, Tr, Linn. 8oe. xiii, p. 140 (1821). 

Scops lettia, Hodgs. As. Pes. xix, p. 176 (1836) ; KumSy N, F, 
p. 67 , Sharpe j Cat. B, M. ii, p. 85 ; Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm. 
p. 65 , Inglxs, 8. F. v,p. 86; Oates^ 8. F. vii, p. 45 ; Ekme, ihid» 
p. 357 ; id. Cat. no. 75 ; Scully y 8, F. viii, p. 232 ; Oates, B. B. 
n, p. 155 , id in Smids N. ^ E. 2nd ed. lii, p. 104 ; Salmdon, 
Ann. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 572 ; v,p. 558 ; vii, p. 375 ; Sume, 
8. F. xi, p. 22. 

Scops malabaricus, Jerdon, Madr, Jour. L, 8, xiii, pt. 2, p. 119 
(1846) ; 8ha)pe, Cat B. M. ii, p. 94 (subsp.) ; PLume, 8. F. vii, 
pp. 34, 361 ; id. Cat. no. 75 quat. ; Tidal, 8. F. ix, p. 36 ; Butler, 
ibid. p. 377 ; Davison, 8. F. x, p. 343 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 74 ; 
Oates in Humds N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 107. 

Scops griseus, Jerdon, Madr. Jour L. 8. xiii, pt. 2, p 119 (1845). 
Scops lettioides, Jerdon, Blyth, J. A. 8 B. xiv, p. 182 (1845). 

Scops lempiji, Blyth, Cat. p. 36 ; Hume, 8. F. iii, p. 38 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M, ii, p. 91 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F, vi, pp 35, 497 ; Hume, 
Cat, no. 75 quint. ; Bingham, 8. F. ix, p. 147 ; Hume, 8. F. k, 
p. 183 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 156 ; id. in Hum^s N, ^ E. 2nd ed. 
lii^ p. 107. 

Ephialtes lempqi, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 71 ; Jerdon, B, 1. i, p. 138 ; 

Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 256 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 347. 

Ephialtes lettia, Hume, Rough Notes, p. 393. 

Ephialtes griseus, Hume, t. c. p. 398 ; Anderson, P. Z. 8. 1875, p. 26 ; 

Rainey, 8. F. iii, p, 333. 

Ephialtes malabaricus, Hume, t. c. p 402. 

Ephialtes lerdoni, Walden, A. M. N. H. (4) v, p. 417 (1870) ; id. 
Ibis, 1871, p. 112. 

Scops bakhamuna, Hume, N. ^ E. p. 69 ; id. 8. F. v, p. 135 ; vii, 
p. 606 , ix, p. 37 ; id. Cat. no. 75 ter ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 135 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 72 ; Oates in Humds N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 105 ; Davidson, Jour. Bom. N. H. Soc. i, p. 179 , Zittledale, 
ibid p. 196 ; Barnes, op. cit, iii, p. 222. 
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EpHaltes bakhamuna, Holdsworth, P. Z, S, 1872, p. 417 ; Hittne, 
S, F. i, p. 432 ; iii, p. 450. 

Scops indiciis, Butler^ S, F* vii, p. 175 ; BCzmie, zhd. pp. 201, 359 
Scops bakkamoena, Reid, S. F. x, p. 16 ; Blazif, Ibis, 1894, p. 527 
The Large Scops Old, Jerdon , Tharkavi choghad, II , Lattya kusyal, 
Nepal 5 Pedda chitfa guha, Tel. 


Coloration, Lores sullied white, the longest black-tipped, rest o£ 
facial disk light brown or rufescent, generally banded darker , 
forehead, broad suporcilia, and inner w^ebs of the long aigrettes 
white or buff, speckled and barred with black; ruff white or buff, 
with dark brown edges ; crow n and upper parts generally closely 
vermiculated and speckled with black on a buff ground, many 
feathers with black shaft-stripes more or less dentate and irregular, 
or even broken up, generally broadest on the crown and nape ; a 
pale buff nuchal collar, formed by buff feathers with dark edges ; 
large buff spots tipped w ith black on the outer scapulars, forming 
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a distinct buff scapular band ; quills brown, with paler mottled 
bands and tips, the bands as usual forming white or buff spots on 
the outer webs of the pnmaries, but becoming faint and indistinct 
on their inner webs, better marked on the secondaries, and running 
into buff indentations on the inner borders, as also on the 
primaries near the base ; tail brown, with pale cross-bands, all the 
feathers more or less mottled, especially the middle pair and the 
outer webs and tips of the others; chin white or buff, throat 
(part of the ruff-feathers) buff with shafts, tips, and sometimes 
bars dark brown ; rest of lower surface white or buff, somewhat 
irregularly black-shafted, and much stippled wdth fine wavy cross- 
bars more or less broken up ; legs, vent, and under tail-coverts 
nearly or quite uniform white or buff. 

Some birds are more rufous than others. Toung birds are very 
indistinctly coloured, the prevalent markings being close, irregular, 
dusky cross-bars. 

Bill homy (yellowish or greenish), darker above ; irides varying 
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from yellow to brown ; cere dusky ; feet flesby grey to greenish 
yellow. Tarsi stout, feathered to the base ot the toes, the 
feathering sometimes in Himalayan birds concealing the junction 
of the middle and inner toe, but generally stopping just short of 
it. 4th quill usually longest, 5th subequal, 1st shorter than 10th. 

Length of Himalayan birds about 10 inches ; tail 3*25 ; wing 
6*75 ; tarsus 1*25 ; biU from gape 1. South Indian, Ceylonese, and 
Malayan birds are considerably smaller : length about 8, wmg 6. 

Distribution, Throughout the Oriental B»egion. This Owl is 
found in all parts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, except in absolute 
deserts and in the higher Himalayas. 

The Owls classed together in the present species were united 
by Blyth and, at one time, by Jerdon, but have since been divided 
into four by Hume, The four species are : — 

JScojos httia, from the Himalayas, Assam, and Burma; large 
(wing 6-45-7*2), and “ with the bases of the toes feathered.” 

B. lempiji, Burma, Malay Peninsula and Archipelago ; smaller 
(wing 6-6*5), more rufous, “and with the bases of the toes 
exposed.” 

S, malaharicus^ west coast of India and Ceylon ; small (wing 
5*5-6*l), colour more rufous. 

B, bdicTcamoena v. griseus^ throughout India, except the west 
coast ; small (wing 5* 6-6*6) and greyer. 

The last two are united by Sharpe under the name of B, mala- 
haricus, and made a subspecies of B, lempiji. Unless the grey and 
rufous phases of aU Owls are to be regarded as distinct species, a 
proceeding which in this case would result in intermediate forms 
being more common than typical specimens, B, hahTcamoem v. griseus 
and B. malabaricus must be regarded as varieties. The same 
remark applies to B. lempxji, which agrees in all respects with 
B, malabarims. Blyth, it is true, at one time (Ibis, 1866, p. 256) 
thought that there were two forms {B, lettia and B. griseus)^ one 
with dark and the other (B, lempiji=malabaricus) with yellow 
irides, but Hume in his ‘Eough Notes ^ showed that the coloration 
was variable. 

The smaller size of the Southern forms is according to the 
usual rule, and cannot be regarded as a specific distinction. The 
only remainmg difference is that the feathering in B. lettxa is said 
to extend farther down the toes. Occasionally in Himalayan and 
North Indian examples the feathers do certainly run a httle way 
down the middle and outer toes (such specimens may possibly be 
hybrids with the closely allied B. smitorques, inhabiting the same 
tracts), but the occurrence is exceptional, and in general the 
difference is the very trifling one shown in Sharpe’s figures (Oat. 
B, M. p. 96) ; while an examination of the large series in the 
British Museum has convinced me that even this difference is not 
constant, and that in very many cases Himalayan, Burmese, 
Malaccan, and S. Indian birds are precisely similar as regards the 
feathering at the base of the toes. 

JSabits, This is the commonest species of Bcops in India ; 
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it is resident throughout^ and breeds in the plains from Januaiy to 
April, aud somewhat later in the Himalayas. It usually lays 4 
(sometimes 3 or 5) eggs in holes in trees, more or less lined with 
leaves and grass. The eggs are pure 'white, glossy, and very 
spherical as a rule, and measure about by 1-05. This species 
is thoroughly nocturnal ; its call-note, w^ritten by Hume woo-oo, is 
double, but the syllables almost run into one. 


1179. Scops semitor(iues. 27ie Plume-foot Scoj)s Oivl, 

Otus semitorques, Schl. Faun. Jap,., Aves^ p. 25, pi. 8 (“1845-50). 

Ephialtes plumipes, Hume^ Rough Notes^ p. 397 (1870). 

Ephialtes semitoiques, Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p 348. 

Scops plumipes, Hume, N. iS' F. p. 68 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M ii, p. 85 
(subsp.); Hwne^ S. F, vii, p. 358, id. Cat. no. 75 bis ; C. M. T. 
Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 408 ; Oates in JSumds N. § F. 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 105. 

Scops semitorqiies, Sharpe, Cat. B, M. ii, p. 83 ; Bhmf. Ibis, 1894, 
p. 627 

Coloration similar to that of the greyer forms of S. hakkamoma ; 
the markings, especially below, are as a rule more distinct and 
coarser, the shaft-stripes generally broader and better-marked, and 
the nuchal collar less distmct, and whitish rather than buff. The 
present species is rather larger than S. baJclamoena, and may be 
at once distinguished by havmg the toes feathered above to the 
end of the subterminal phalanx, and sometimes rather farther. 

Length of Himala 5 ’^an birds about 10 ; tail 3*4 ; wing 7 ; 
tarsus 1*4; bill from gape *9. 

Distmhution. Throughout the Himalayas from Sikhim to Murree, 
also (the typical form) in Japan and Oorea. The Himalayan bird 
(S. plumipes) is slightly smaller than the Japanese. 

Habits, ^c, Eour eggs were taken at Kotgarh, near Simla, on 
May 13th, horn a hole in a tree ; they were very similar to those 
of S, hakJcamcma, and measured about 1*27 by 1*03. 


Genus ATHENE % Boie, 1822. 

The members of this genus are of small size, the wing rarely if 
ever exceeding 7 inches in length, and all are more or less spotted 
with white on the upper surface, never barred. The cere is 
swollen, and the nostril is a round orifice near the anterior 
margin. There is no distmct riifif, and the fiacial disk is scarcely 
recognizable. The wings are rounded, the 3rd quill generally 


^ The name Qarine has been used by many ornithologists instead of Jthme 
tor this ^U8, because the name Athma was applied to a butterfly by Hubner 
in his * V erzeichniss bekannter Schmetterlinge,* a work with 1816 on the 
titlepage I am, however, assured by entomologists that Hubner’s work was 
not really published until 1823 to 1824 ; consequently there appears no reason 
to reject Boie's pecuharly appropriate generic name for the owl of Minerva and 
its allies. 
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longest (4tli exceptionally), the 1st shorter than the 5th and not 
shorter than the 8th ; tail moderate ; tarsus feathered ; toes clad 
above with feathers or bnstles. 

I do not regard Heteroylaux as distinct. The \\ing is slightly 
more rounded and the nostril a little faiiiher from the anterior 
border of the cere, but neither difference is of generic import- 
ance, and the plumage is precisely similar. 

The genus Athene is found m the warmer temperate regions of 
the Old "World, in India, and Upper Burma. Three species are 
Indian. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Abdomen transversely barred. 
a', Crown distinctly spotted ; 1st quill longer 

than 7th A ftrama, p. SOL 

h\ Crown imspotted or indistinctly spotted ; 1st 

quill = 8th A. blevntti, p. 303. 

h. Abdomen longitudinally streaked . . A hactriana^ p. 303. 

1180. Athene brama. The Spotted Owlets 

Strix brama, Temm. JPl. Col pi. 68 (1823). 

Noctua indica, Frankl, P. Z, S 1831, p. 115, 

Noctua tarayensis, Hodgs. As. Kes. xix, p. 175 (1836). 

Athene brama, JBlyth, Cat p. 39 , JSorsJ^ ^ M, Cat. i, p. 6o ; Jerdoix, 
B. 1. i, p. 141 5 Bhth, IbzSf 1866, p. 257 ; JKume, Bough Notes, 
p. 404; id. N.^M’g.QO; Oodw ^Aust, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 94 ; StoUcaka, J. A. S. B. xli, pt 2, p. 231; A. Anderson, P. Z. S. 
1872, p 81 ; JSume, S F. i, p. 164 ; Adam, ibid. p. 369 ; Butler, 
S. F. ni, p. 460 ; Blanford, Eastern Fersia, ii, p. 118 ; Hume, S. F . 
iv, p. 467 ; Hume ^ Inghs, S P. v, p. 16. « ^ 

Athene pulchra, Hume, S. F. i, p 469 (1873) ; Hume <§• Oates, S, F, 

Carine’brWa, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. ii, p. 1S8; Davidson. ^ Wend. 
S. F. vii, p. 76 ; Ball, ibid. p. 201 ; Qripps, ibid, p. 266 ; Hume, Cat 
no. 76 ; Scully, S, F. viii, p. 232 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 38 ; Butler, 
ib. p. 377; Swinkoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 100; Beid, S. F. x, p. 16 ; 
Bamon, ibid. p. 344 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 76 ; Oates in HumPs 
N. & E. 2nd ed. lii, p. 108. 

Carine pulchra, Sharpe, Cat. B M. ii, p. 140 (subsp.) ; Cat. 

no. 76 quat. ; Anderson, Yunnan Exped., Aces, p. 676 \ Oates, 
B.B. ii, p. 157 ; Sharpe, Yw'k. Miss., Aces, p. 161, pi. xxi. 

Khukhusat, Khusattia, TJlu, Chrghad (in the South), JL', Katoria 
Fencha, B. ; Pmgald, Mahr ; Dang Tang-pum, Lepcha ; Paim gante, 
Tel. (gold eye) ; Andi, Tam.; Zee-gmt, Burm. 

Coloration. Lores white or pale buff, with some black tips, a 
brown spot in front of the eye and a white or whitish one beneath 
it • ear-coverts barred brown and whitish ; forehead and super- 
cilia white ; upper parts, wings, and tail uniform brown, varying 
from greyish or earthy to rufescent, the crown and nape with 
numerous small white spots ; remainder of the upper surface with 
larger and more distant white spots, arranged, as are those on the 
crown, in pairs, and occasionally becoming bars, especially on the 
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scapulars ; the .^pots are often wanting on the upper back, and are 
largest on the wing-coverts : an indistinct half-collar on the hind 
neck formed by white feathers with brown edges quills with pale 
cross-bars, becoming white spots on the outer web and, except near 
the tips of the primaries, white indentations on the inner border ; 
tail with from 4 to G white cross-bars varying in breadth and 
continuity; chin, throat, and sides of neck behind ear-coverts 
white; a broad brown band, narro\\er or interrupted in the middle, 
across the throat ; remainder of lower parts white, with broken 
brown cross-bars formed by subterminal bands and spots on the 
feathers ; these spots generally diminish in size or disappear on 
the lower abdomen, legs, and under tail-coverts. 

Bill greenish horny; mdes pale golden yellow; feet dirty 
greenish yellow {Jerdon), Cere dusky (Hume). Tarsi feathered ; 
toes clad with long bristles above. 

Length 8 inches ; tail 2*9 ; wing 6 ; tarsus 1*1 , bill from 
gape *8. 



Fig. 77. — Head of A. hrama, 


msirihution. Throughout the Peninsula of India, from the 
Puniab, Baluchistan, and Sind to Assam and Cachar, and from the 
base of the Himalayas to the extreme South, but not in Ceylon, 
though this Owl was obtained by Hume on the island of Edmes- 
waram. It is also common in the Irrawaddy valley from Prome 
upwards, and probably throughout the drier parts of Burma, 

The Burmese form was separated by Hume as A. pulehra on 
account of smaller size, darker colour, and some supposed dif- 
ferences in the markings ; but specimens from the west coast of 
India are equally small and dark, and the differences in markings 
are neither important nor constant. 

HahitSy Owing to its semi-diurnal habits, its noisiness, and 
its fondness for human habitations, this is the ^st-known Owl in 
India. It does not as a rule ascend the hills, and it avoids 
forests; it keeps to trees in cultivated tracts, especially in gardens, 
and is commoidy found roosting and breeding in the roofs of 
houses. It lives chiefly on insects, partly on mice, s^ews, lizards, 
or small birds. Its usual call is a double note, but it keeps up a 
continual chatter at times, especially in the evening, o^n before 
sunset, always long before dusk, when it issues from its hiding- 
place to perch on a pole or fence or telegraph-wire. As Hume 
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says, it is one of the birds that seem to think that telegraph-wires 
were erected for their sole and especial benefit. Its flight is 
undulating, but pecuhar and easily recognized. This Owlet breeds 
from February to April, and lays 3 to 5 white oval eggs in holes 
in trees or a building, or in a cleft in a rock, scantily lined with 
leaves, grass, or feathers. The average size of the eggs is 1*25 by 
1*04. 


1181. Athene blewitti. The Forest Owlet, 

Heteroglaux blewitti, Hume^ S, F. i, p. 468 ; JSharpej Cat. B. M. ii, 
p. 141 ; Ball, S. F. v, p. 412 ; Swne, Cat. no. 76 quint. ; Damd’- 
son, S. F. X, p. 292 ; Sharpe, Yarh Miss., Aves, p. 161, pi. xxii. 

Carine (Heteroglaux) blewitti, Ball, S. F vii, p. 201. 

Coloration very like that of A. hrama, but the brown spot in 
front of the eye is faint or wanting ; there are no white spots, 
or only traces of them, on the crown and nape, the nuchal semi- 
collar is less distinct; the back and lesser and median wing-coverts 
are uniform brown, the white spots being confined to the greater 
coverts ; there are four broad distinct white bars across tbe tail- 
feathers, one being terminal ; the brown band across the throat 
is dark, unbroken, and much broader, and there is a second and 
still broader band on the breast, partly broken by white edges ; 
farther back on the breast and flanks the brown bars are wider 
apart, and the middle of the abdomen, legs, and under tail-ooverts 
are pure white. Colours of soft parts not recorded. 

Length about 9 ; tail 2*9 ; wing 5*7-6 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *85. 

A heavier bird than A, hrama, weighing 8*5 oz., or fully one- 
third more. The 3rd and 4th quills are longest, the 3rd gene- 
rally slightly exceeding the 4th, 1st quill about as long as 8th. 
Tarsus feathered; upper surface of toes with soft feathers, the 
barbs of which wear away, leaving the shafts only in some 
specimens. 

Distribution, Of this rare Owl the type was obtained by 
Mr. Blewitt near Sambalpur, and a second specimen by Mr. Ball 
on the IJdet river in Ejarial, 150 miles farther south. Some 
years later three specimens were collected by Mr. Davidson at 
the foot of the Satpuras in ISTorth-western j^handeshy where 
this species was not rare. All were found in thick forest. 


1182. Athene bactriana. Hutton^s Owlet, 

Athene bactriana, Blyth, I. A, S, B, xvi, p. 776 (1847) ; SmUy, S, F, 
iv, p. 180. 

Athene persica, apud JSvme, Bough Foies , 407 {nec TieiU.), 
A^ene plumipes, B. Sirnnhoe, P. Z. S, 1870, p. 448. 

Oarine plumipes, Sharpe (subsp."), Cat. B. M. li, p. 187. 

Carine bactriana, Mume, S, F. v, p. 850 ; vii, p. 863 ; id. Cod, no 76 
ter; Bames, S. F, is, pp. 216, 462; C. Swmhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 100; 
Sharpe, YarJc, Mm,, Aves, p. 14, pi, iii. 
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Coloration, Pacial disk mostly white, except the black tips to the 
loral bristles and the ear-coverts, which are pale brown, streaked 
longitudinally darker ; supercilia pure white ; upper parts, wings, 
and tail dark rutous brown spotted with white, the spots small 
and elongate on the crown, round and large elsewhere, an im- 
perfect concealed white collar on the hind-neck; wings and tail 
with broad white bands generally interrupted, sometimes for a 
considerable distance, at the shafts ; lower parts w’hite, a pale 
brown band with darker spots across the throat, and light brown 
longitudinal streaks on the breast and upper abdomen. 

Bill greenish yellow ; cere pale greenish white ; iris pure sulphur- 
yellow ; feet greenish, claws bluish horny black {Stoliczla). Beet 
feathered above to ends of toes. 

Length 9 ; tail 3 5 ; wing 6*25 ; tarsus 1*1 ; bill from gape *85. 

Bistrxhiition, This form is not more than a local race of A. (Jlaxix\ 
which again is merely the Eastern desert form of the South 
European A, noctua. One or the other of these is found through- 
out the warmer temperate portions of the Palsearctic region ; the 
race A, bactrmia, distinguished solely by its well-plumed toes, 
occurring m China, Mongoha, Yarkand, and Afghanistan. It is 
common at Kandahar and has been obtained at Quetta, also in 
some of the valleys near Peshawar. Two specimens in the British 
Museum are labelled Tibet. 

Habits, Yery similar to those of A. hrama, but the present 
form is generally found on rocks, not on trees, and is especially 
partial to deserted houses and ruins, particularly to the buildmgs 
ot sun-dried bricks so common throughout Central Asia. 


Q-enus aLAUCIDIITM, Boie, 1826. 

This genus differs chiefly from AtJiene in having a more rounded 
wing, and the first quill much shorter, it bemg the shortest of all 
the primaries ; the 4th is generally longest, but is occasionally ex- 
ceeded by the 5th or the 3rd. AH the Indian species, too, are well 
distinguished by having the upper surface barred instead of spotted. 
The cere is swollen and the nostrils tubular, the tarsus feathered 
and the toes provided above with bristles. 

This genus is widely distributed in the tropical and temperate 
regions of the Old World and in Southern and Central America, 
but not in Australia. 


Key to the Swedes. 

a. No collar : wing exceeding 4*6. 
a'. A^hdomen longitudinally striated. 
a". Back and wings not chestnut .... G, cuculoides^ p, 306. 

Back and wings chestnut G, castanonotum,^ 307. 

Abdomen transversely barred G. radxatum, p. 306. 

K A distinct buff collar : wing under 4 G, hrodiei, p. 307. 
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1183. G-laucidium cuculoides. The Large Barred 

Noctua cuculoides, Vigors, B. Z. S 1830, p. 8 ; Goidd, 

Athene cuculoides, BIgth, Cat p 38 ; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat i, pl*t50"r 
Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 145 ; Stohezka, J, A. 8 B. xxxvii, pt 2, p 17 ; 
Hume, Bough Notes, p 414 , Godw ^Aust. J, A. S, B, xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 94 ; xlvii, pt 2, p. 22 ; Hume, N JE, p. 71 ; id. 8 F. iii, 
p 39, V, p. 135 , Inghs, 8. F. v, p. 16: Wardl. Bams. Ibis, 1877, 
p. 454, C H. T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p 408. 

Atnene whiteleyi, Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 313 ; Blyth §* Wald. Birds 
Burm. p 66. 

Glaucidium cuculoides, 8karpe, Cat. B. M ii, p. 219 ; Hume Bav. 
8. F. vi, p. 37 , Ball, 8 F. vu, p 201 ; Hume, Cat. no. 79 ; 
8cully, 8. F. viii, p 232 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 162 ; id in Hume^s 
N. c5“ E 2iid ed. m, p. 113 ; 8alvadori, Ann. Mus. Civ Gen. (2) 
iv, p. 572 5 V, p 558 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 23. 

Burra dmidul, H (Chamba) ; Tangpum, Lepcha. 


Coloration. Lores whitish with black tips ; a narrow band over 
the eye white ; sides of head, including ear-coverts, crown, and all 
the upper parts, olive-brown, sometimes rufous, with white, buff, or 
rufous cross-bars ; some white patches on the outer scapulars and 
larger wing-coverts ; quills brown, with pale bars, becoming whitish 
spots on the inner and outer webs, and growing whitish throughout 
on the secondaries, which are tipped with the same colour ; tail 
dark brown, with from 6 to 8 white bars, including the terminal 
one ; the bars are generally interrupted and broken at the shafts ; 
chin and moustachial stripe and the lower throat white ; remainder 
of throat, breast, flanks, and legs dark olive-brown, with white or 
pale rufous bars ; abdomen white, with rather irregular ohve or 
rufous streaks. 

Young birds are rufescent brown, with small buff spots on the 
head and nape ; the back and breast not barred, the only bars 
being on the wings and tail. 

Bfll pale green; cere brown; irides bright yellow; legs greenish 
yellow {Oates). 

Length about 9 ; tail 3-4 ; wing 5*8 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape *8. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Hazdra, 
chiefly at elevations from 2000 to 6000 feet, also in Assam, 
Cachar, Manipur, and throughout Burma as far south as Tavoy, 
being very common in Northern Tenasserim. This Owl is occa- 
sionally met with in Bengal, and has been recorded at Calcutta 
and in the Bajmehal hills, whilst Hume received a specimen from 
the southern portion of the Mirzapur district. G. whiteleyi, which 
appears to be only a large variety, is found throughout Southern 
CMna. 

Habits, This is one of the least nocturnal of all Owls, and 
may often be seen in full sunlight, sometimes even at midday, sit- 
ting on trees or stumps, or moving about and feeding in shady 
gardens or jungle. It keeps to thin tree- or bamboo-jungle or 
gardens, and feeds partly on insects, but also on small birds and 
ma mma ls. The cry is a peculiar cackle, like a laugh, called by 

VOL. m, X 
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Hume a “ chuckling vibrating call ” The breeding-season is from 
March to May ; the eggs, 4 in number, are deposited in a hollow 
or hole in a tree without any nest, or with a few dead leaves or 
touchwood as lining. The eggs are round, pure white and glossy, 
and measure about 1*41 by 1*19. 


1184. Glaucidium radiatum. The hmgU Oivlef, 

Stns radiata, Tickell^ J. A. S, B ii, p, 572 (1833). 

Athene erythropterus, Gould, P. Z. 8. 1837, p. 136. 

Athene radiata, Blyth, J, A, S. B* xv, p, 281 ; id. Cat. p. 39 ; JECorsf. 
^ M. Cat. i, p. 67 ; Moore, P. Z S. 1854, p. 262 ; Jerdon, B. 1. i, 
143 ; Hume, Bx>ugh Notes^ p 409 ; Butler, S. F. lii, p. 450 ; A^i- 
derson. P. Z. 8. 1876, p. 27; 1876, p. 781. 

Athene malabarica, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xv, p. 280 ; id. Cat p. 39 ; 
Jerdon, B, I. i, p. 144 ; Htme, B.oug7i Notes, p. 413. 

Glaucidium radiatum, Sharpe, Cat B M. ii, p. 217 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, 
p. 201 ; Hume, Cat no. 77 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 152 ; B&>d, 
8. F. X, p. 17 ; Damdson, ibid, p, 292 ; Davison, ibid. p. 344 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 76; LittUdcde, Jour. Bom. N. JS. 8oc. i, 
p. 196 ; Oates, in JELumds N. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 112. 

Glaucidium malabaricum, 8harpe, Cat. B. M. u, p. 218 (subsp.) ; 
Legge, 8. F. iv, p. 242 ; JEbime ^ Bourd., ibid. p. 3/2 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 78 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 38 , Hume, ibid. p. 39 : Butler, ibid. 
p. 377 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 76. 

Jangli Chogad, H. ; Kalahasut, Oude ; Chota Kalpencha, Beng ; Adavi 
gaini ganfe, Tel. ; Nattah, Mai. 

Coloration, Lores whitish with black tips ; sides of head and 
neck, crown, and whole upper surface dark olive-brown, more or 
less tinged with rufous and narrowly barred with pale rufous or 
white, the bars much closer than in G. mculoides ; some white spots 
on outer scapulars and on greater coverts ; wings blackish brown, 
both webs indented with chestnut spots, becoming bars on the 
secondaries ; inner webs and sometimes the outer also becoming 
entirely rufous towards the base ; tail blackish, with narrow white 
cross-bars, interrupted and often broken at the shafts ; chin and 
a band on each side of the throat behind the ear-coverts, a large 
patch on the upper breast, middle of breast, and abdomen white ; 
rest of lower surface banded dark olive and white or pale rufous, 
the dark bars becoming wider apart behind on flanks and disap- 
pearing on the legs and lower tail-coverts. 

Bill greenish homy ; cere greenish ; irides yellow ; feet greenish 
yellow to green. 

Length 8 ; tail 2-9 ; wiug 5*1 ; tarsus *9 ; bill from gape *75. 

G, malabaricum is a rufous race, found, together with typical 
G. radiatum and all intermediate varieties, on the Malabar coast. 

Distribution, Throughout the greater part of India in well- 
wooded jungly tracts, from the lower Himalayas to the extreme 
South, and also in Ceylon. This species is wanting in the Punjab, 
Sind, Eajputana (except at Mount Abu), rare or wanting in the 
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Bombay Deccan, Western Central Provinces, and Carnatic ; com- 
mon in the N.W. Provinces, parts of Giuierat, Kbandesh, CHutia 
Nagpur, and throughout the Malabar coast, and also in Ceylon. 
It has been included in lists from Malacca, but probably in error. 

Halits, Like other species of Glauddium this is often seen 
and heard in daylight. It is bold and sagacious, feeding on small 
birds as well as on lizards and insects. Its flight is rapid and 
strong, and its call peculiar and protracted. It breeds from March 
to May, in holes in trees, unhned, laying 2 or 3 white smooth eggs 
without gloss, that measure about 1*25 by 1*06. 

1185. G-laucidixun castanonotum. The Chestnut-bached Owlet. 

Athene castanopterus, apud Blyth, J. A, S. B. xy, p. 280 ; Tiec Horsf. 

Athene castanotus, Blyth, Cat. p. 39 (1849 ) ; Bayard, A. M. H. H. 
(2) xii, p 105. 

Athene castaneonotus, Hume, Bcmh Hates, p. 412: Holdswortk 
P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 418. ’ ’ 

Glaueidium castanonotum, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. li, p. 215 ; Hume 
3 F. vii, p. 364 ; id Cat. no 78 bis ; Beyye, Btrds Ceyl! p. 149 ! 
pi. IV ; Oates in Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. m, p. 112. 

Goloratwn. Similar to G. radiatum, except in having the back, 
nmp, scapulars, and whole upper surface of the wings overlaid 
with chestnut, so that the narrow cross-barring is seen more or 
less distinctly through it, and in having longitudinal olive streaks 
on the abdomen, and traces of them on the lower tail-coverts and 
legs instead of cross-bars. The rufous bars on the wing-feathers 
are narrower and more numerous, and they extend across all the 
feathers, whilst the basal portions of the inner webs are buff 
instead of rufous. The white spots on the wing-coverts and 
scapulars are often wanting, but occasionally well developed. 

Bill greenish hom-colour; cere dusky greenish; iris yellow - 
feet olivaceous, soles yellowish ; claws brown (L^ggc). ^ 

Length about 7*5 ; tail 2*6 ; wing 5*2 ; tarsus -85 ; bfll from 
gape -75. 

Bistrilution. Peculiar to Ceylon, where this Owl is chiefly found 
in the hills. 

Halits, These differ very little, if at all, from those of the 
last two species. The food consists chiefly of insects and lizards, 
occasionally of small mam m als and birds. The cry is a repeated 
guttural sound often heard long after sunrise and before sunset, 
^e eggs are laid in a hole in the trunk or branch of a tree from 
March to May ; they are (so far as is known) two in number, white 
oval, and about 1-37 by 1*11. ’ 

1186. aiaucidium brodiei. The Collared Pigmy Owlet. 

Noctua brodiei, Burton, P. Z. 3. 1836, p. 162. 

Noctua tubi^er, Ho^s. As, Bes. xix, p. 176 (1836). 

Athene brodiei, Blyth, Cat. p. 40 : H&r^. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 66. 

Glaueidium brodiei, Jerdon, B. 1. 1 , p. 146; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p, 258 ; 
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Stohczkaj J\ A, S. B, xxxvii, pt, 2, p. 17 ; Htme, Rough MteSf 
p. 417 ; id. IbiSj 1871, p. 26 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 349 , Blanford, 
J.A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 155 ; Coeh Marsh. S. F i, p. 349; 
Godw.-Aiist. J. A. S. M. xliii, pt. 2, p. 152; xlv, pt. 2, p 68; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. ii, p. 212 ; Slyth Wald. Birds Burm. p. 67; 
JBume ^ Bav. S. F. yi, p. 39 ; Hume, Cat. no. 80 ; Bingham, S. F. 
ix, p. 148 ; Oates, B. B n, p. 160 ; id. in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. 
iii, p. Ill , Sharpe, F. Z. S. 1887, p. 434; Hime, S. F. xi, p. 23 : 
Salvadori, Ami. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) y, p. 558 , yii, p. 375. 

Grlaucidium i mm aculatus, Hume, Rough Notes, p. 420 (1870). 

Athene mmutilla, Gould, Birds of Asia, i, pL 15 (1870). 

Coloration, Lores white with black tips, a narrow white super- 
cilium ; cheeks, ear-coverts, and crown ot head olive-brown (varying 
to blackish), with short transverse buff, white, or rufous bars and 
spots ; a black spot on each side of the nape, followed by a fulvous 
half-collar formed by deep buff feathers with brown borders ; re-^ 
mainder of upper parts olive or rufous-brown, often more rufous 
than the head, with narrow white, buff, or rufous cross-bars ; 
some large white spots on the outer scapulars ; quills dark brown, 
with buff, rufous, or white spots on the outer, and partial bars on 
the inner margins, the two united by subobsolete pale bands, the 
first two primaries and tips of the others unspotted ; secondaries 
tipped with buff ; tail dark brown, with white, bu6^ or rufous bars, 
interrupted at the shafts ; chin and sides of the neck behind the 
ear-coverts white, followed by a broad olive band barred with 
white or rufous across the throat ; upper breast and a stripe down 
the middle of breast and abdomen to lower tail-coverts white ; 
sides of breast barred dark olive and buff or rufous ; abdomen 
white, with large rufous or olive spots, dark at the edges ; legs 
oHve, with pale bars. 

Toung birds are much more uniformly coloured above ; they 
have only a few buff streaks on the head, and no bars either there 
or on the mantle. This is the G, immaculatum of Hume, Athene 
minutilla of Gould. 

The birds of the Western Himalayas are browner, as a rule, 
those of the Eastern Himalayas more rufous, some Sikhim skins 
being tinged with ferruginous buff, but other Sikhim birds are 
blac£sh ohve, not rufous at all. Assamese and Burmese birds 
also vary. 

Bill, cere, and feet yellowish green ; iris bright yellow ; claws 
homy {Bingham)* 

Len^h about 6*5; tail 2*5; wing 3*6; tarsus '8; bill from 
gape *7. Males are a little smaller than females, and Burmese 
birds are rather less in dimensions than Himalayan. 

Bistribution. Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Murree, 
being found in Sikhim from the base of the hills to a considerable 
elevation, but chiefiy in the Western Himalayas between 5500 and 
7500 feet. This species occurs also in the hills south of the Assam 
valley, and in Karennee and the Tenasserim ranges, agam at Perak 
in the Malay Peninsula, and in Southern China. 

Habits, This is a bird of hill-forests, living partly on insects. 
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partly on birds, small mammals, and, according to Stoliczka, lizards 
and frogs. Its call, first ascertained by Hutton, consists of four 
clear whistled notes, wlioo-'whoo whoo-whoo^ easily imitated. 
other species of Glaiiddium^ this Owl is somewhat diurnal in its 
habits. It lays four round white eggs, generally about May or 
June, in holes in trees. 

Genus NINOX, Hodgson, 1837. 

Of all the genera of Owls this is, perhaps, the most Hawk-like 
in general appearance, owing to the rufi and facial disk being quite 
obsolete. The wings are longer and more pointed than in Athene 
or Glamidium, the 3rd or 4th quill is longest and the 1st about 
as long as the 7th. The tail is slightly lengthened, and rounded 
at the end. The cere is swollen, with the nostril close to the 
anterior margin. Tarsus feathered, upper surface of toes thinly 
furnished with bristles. 

This genus is found throughout the Oriental region, the greater 
part of the Australian region, Hew Zealand, and Madagascar. 
Most of the species, including the two found within Indian limits, 
are almost uniform chocolate-brown above. 

Key to the Species, ^ 

a. Lower parts partly white, partly brown or 

rufous; quills barred N, scutulata j p. 309. 

h. Lower parts almost entirely brown ; quills not 

barred K, ohscura, p. 311. 

1187. Ninox scutulata. The Brown BawTc-Owl, 

Strix scutulata, Raffl, Tr. Linn. Soc, xiii, p. 280 (1822). 

Strix hirsuta, Temm. PI, Col, p 289 (1824). 

Strix lugubris, TicToell, J, A. S. B. ii, p. 572 (1833). 

Ninox nipalensis, PLodgs. Madr. Jour. L. S, v, p. 23, pi. 14 (1837) ; 
Oodw ’■Aust. J. A, S. B. xlv, pt. 2, p, 68. 

Ninox scutulata, Blyth, Cat. p. 38 ; Jerdon, B. I. x, p. 147 ; Hume, 
Rough Notes, p. 420; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 350; A. Anderson^ 
P. Z. S. 1876, p. 27 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M, ii, p. 156 ; Blyth ^ 
Wald. Birds Biirm. p. 67 ; Hume, S. F. iv, pp. 286, 373 ; 
strong, ibid. p. 303 ; TweeddaU, Ibis, 1877, p. 287 ; Hume, Cat. 
no. 81 bis ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 145 ; Davison, S. F. x, p. 346 ; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 159 ; id. in Hvmds N. 4* F* 2nd ed. iii, p. Ill ; 
Gurnet/, Ibis, 1^4, p. 169 ; Scdvadori, Ann. Mm. dv. Gen. (2) 
iv, p. 572 ; v, p. 558. 

Athene scutulata, Hortf. <§• M. Cat. i, p. 68 ; Layard, A, M, N. H, 
(2) xii, p, 106. 

Ninox hirsuta, Holdsw. P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 418 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 151; 
Bad, ibid. p. 383 ; Htme ^ Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 40 ; Fairbank, S. F. 
lY, p. 264. 

Ninox lugubris, Sharpe, Cab, B. M. ii, p. 164 ; Anderson, Yunnan 
Bxped., AveSjjp. 677 ; Damdson ^ Wend. S. F, vii, p. 76; BaU, 
^id, p. 201 ; Cripps, ibid. pp. 253, 256 ; HwmJCat, no. 81 ; Vidal, 
8. F. IX, p. 42 ; Butler, ibid. p. 377 ; Reid, S, F, x, p. 17 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom, p, 77. 
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Ninox burmaiiica, Smie, S. F, iv, p. 285 ; Hume ^ Hav, S. F. vi^ 
p. 40 ; HuTTie, Cat, no. 81 ter ; Bingham^ S, F» ix, p. 148; Hwnef 
ibid. p. 245 ; Cripps, S. F, xi, p. 24. 

Ninox innominata; Hume, S, F, iv, p. 286 ; v, p. 1 6. 

Aridamayi Race. 

Ninox affinisy Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 316; Hume, Rough 
Notes, p. 421 ; Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 129, pi. v ; Sharpe, Cat, 
B, M. ii, p. 155 ; Hume, S, F, ii, p. 152; iv, p. 286 , vii, p. 364; 
%d. Cat, no. 81 quat. ; Gurney, Ibis, 1884, p. 170. 

Ninox liirsuta ( Temm.), Ball, S. F, i, p. 54. 

Choghad hesra, H. ; Kal pechah or pdncha, Beng*. ; Moh chirai, Assa- 
mese ; Ta7ig-i£y%*per-^hi-oh, Lepcha ; Faini gante vestam, Tel. 



Fig. 78. — Head of N, scutulata, |. 


Coloration, Lores and feathers on anterior portion of forehead 
white with black ends ; upper parts with the sides of the head 
and neck chocolate-brown, varying in depth of tint, the head and 
neck very often greyer brown; some large concealed white patches 
or bars on the outer scapulars; quills brown, with pale bands 
that disappear near the ends of the primaries, but become white 
bars on the inner webs of the secondaries and on both webs of the 
tertiaries; the tail alternately barred with blackish and pale 
greyish brown and tipped whitish or white, the alternating bars 
subequal in breadth, and those of each colour about 5 (from 4 to 6) 
in number ; ground-colour of lower parts white ; the chin, throat, 
and upper breast with broad brown median stripes, which pass 
into l^ge heart-shaped spots on the abdomen and flanks, and these 
sometimes assume the form of bars on the thigh-coverts ; lower 
tail-coverts chiefly or wholly white ; axillaries barred white and 
brown or buiE and brown, or sometimes orange-buff throughout. 

Bill bluish black ; cere dull green ; irides bright yellow ; feet 
dull yellow ; claws homy brown. 

Length about 12-5 ; tail 5*25 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from 
gape *9. 

There is much variation in size, NTorthem specimens as usual 
being larger than Southern. In Himalayan and Burmese birds 
the wings measure 8 to 8*75, in Ceylonese and Malaccan 7*5 to 8, 
in the little Andaman variety only 6*6 to 7*6- 

As Hume has shown (S. P. iv, p. 285 ; ix, p. 42, &c.), N, lugu^ 
hris cannot be distinguished from N. scutulata. The former is 
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rather paler, with a greyer head, and is found in India and Burma 
generally, chiefly in the less damp parts of the country j the latter, 
of a deeper more uniform brown colour above, occurs in Malabar, 
Ceylon, parts of Burma, &c., where the rainfall is heavier, 
N. affinis, from the Andamans and Mcobars, is merely a small 
insular race, some supposed differences in colour, as Hume has 
also clearly shown, being individual. ^ 

Distribution. Throughout the Oriental region. This Owl is 
common in the well-wooded parts of India, rare in the tracts less 
furnished with trees, such as the Bombay Deccan, and parts of 
the Forth- west Provinces, wanting, except at Mount Abu, in 
Eajputana, Sind, and the Punjab. It has not been observed in 
the Himalayas beyond the lower forests, but it is generally distri- 
buted in Burma and Ceylon. 

Habits, The Brown Hawk-Owl keeps much to thick trees 
during the day ; it is chiefly nocturnal, but is occasionally seen 
sitting on a stump or branch in the evening after sunset or in the 
morning. It lives chiefly on insects, which it not unfreq^uently 
captures in the air, but it also feeds on mice, lizards, &c. The 
call is said by Captain Legge to be a not unmelodious hoot, which 
he writes ivMo-tuuh, and he doubts if this Owl utters cries like a 
strangling cat, or a hare when caught by hounds, as stated by 
Tickell, Buchanan Hamilton, and others. Mr. Eeid, however, 
who wounded one, noticed that it cried like a hare. That peculiar 
strangled cnes are not uncommon at night in the forests of 
India, I know from having heard them; I never succeeded 
in detecting the bird by which they are made, though I have 
no doubt it is an Owl. Very little is known of the breeding 
of H, scutulata, except that it rears its young in holes in trees 
without any lining, and lays nearly spherical white eggs. 

1188. Ninox obscura. Hume^s Brown HawTc^Owh 

Ninox obscura, Hume, S. F. i, p. 11 (1873) ; Ball, ibid. p. 56 ; Hume,. 
S. F. ii, p. 163; Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 129, pi. iv; Skarpe, 
Cat. B. M. li, p. 177 ; Hume, Cad. no. 81 q^uint. 

Coloration. Very dark chocolate-brown above and below, growing 
lighter and more rufous on the abdomen; a few small whitish 
spots or bars occur on the flianks and abdomen (often only to 
be seen by msing the overlying feathers), and the lower tail- 
coverts are barred with white ; feathers of the lores, forehead, 
and chin bristly, whitish, or white at the base, black at the ends y 
miilla uniform deep brown ; tail-feathers deep brown, with about 
four narrow pale greyish cross-bands and a whitish tip. The head 
above is often a little darker than the back. 

Bill blackish ; cere, ridge of upper mandible and tip of lower 
green ; irides yellow ; feet yeUow ; claws black. 

Length 11'5 ; teil 5 ; wing 8*76 ; tarsus 1 ; bill from gape 1. 

DisMution. The Andaman and Nicobar Islands, The nearest 
aUy is the Papuan H. theornacha. 



Fig. 79 . — Hakastur tndus. 


Order XL ACCIPITRES. 

The diurnal Birds of Prey, if only Indian genera are taken into 
consideration, form a very natural and well-marked group, about 
which the only doubt that can arise is whether the Osprey is 
^entitled to higher rank than that of forming a distinct family. 
The difficult questions as to the relationship of the American 
Vultures or Condors {Cathartidce) and of the African Secretary 
Bird (Ser^pmtarius) do not concern us, and the Owls have now by 
general consent been placed in a distinct order. 

In the Accipitres the bill is strong, the upper mandible con- 
siderably longer than the lower, with the culmen much curved, so 
that the end is hooked and the tip perpendicular; the basal 
portion is covered with a membrane or cere, in which the nostrils 
are pierced. The feet are strong and furnished with powerful 
claws. A hallux is always present, and there is a tufted oil-glanji. 
The spinal feather-tract is well-defined on the neck. There are 



PAK’DIOI^'ID.IE. 


313 


always 11 primaries. The ^eccor longxis Tialluds leads to the hallux 
and the Jlexor pex'forans ckgitorum to the other three digits, but 
the two tendons are united by a fibrous rinculum. The ambiens 
muscle and the femoro-caudal are present, the accessory femoro- 
cau(kl, semitendinosus, and accessory semitendinosus are absent. 
The posterior border of the sternum is not notched, but there is 
sometimes a foramen on each side within the border. There are 
no basipterygoid processes, and the palate is desmognathous. 
Both carotids are present, and there are caeca of the intestine. 
The nest is generally of sticks, and is placed on a tree or on 
rocks. The young are hatched helpless and covered with down ; 
they remain in the nest for a considerable time. The female 
throughout the order is almost always larger than the male. 

Accipitrine birds may be thus divided into three families : — 

^55. No aftershaffc to contom*-feathers ; outer toe 

reversible Pandionidae, p. 313. 

b. An aftershaffc present, outer toe not or very 
slightly reversible. 

a\ Crown of head naked or covered with down. Vulturidse, p. 315. 
b\ Crown of head feathered Falconidse, p. 327. 


Family PANDIONIDiE. 

The Osprey differs from all other Accipitrine birds in having the 
outer toe reversible, and in having no aftershaft to the feathers. 

The characters of the tibia and tarsus (tarso-metatarsus and 
tibio-tarsus) have been shown by Lydekker (Oat. Foss, Birds B. M. 
p. 18) to be Owl-like, as are the other distinctive peculiarities 
just mentioned, and it is unquestionable that the Osprey forms a 
link between Accipitrine birds and Owls, and that it differs from 
the Faloonidce much more than the Vultures do. 


Oenus PANBION. 

Bill moderate, with the tip produced and much hooked ; festoon 
variable; nostrils small, narrow, oblique. Wings long and 
pointed ; third quill longest, extending beyond the end of the tail, 
which is nearly even. Tarsus short, stout, reticulated, without 
scutation ; toes with scutae above only near the ends, covered with 
prickly scales beneath; claws rounded beneath, much curved, 
subequal in size. 

A single species. 
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1189. PandioE haliaetus. TM Osprey. 

Palco haliaetus, Linn, Syst, Nat. i, p. 129 (1766). 

Pandion haliaetus, Blyth, Cat, p. 29 j Horaf, 4‘ M, Cat. i, p. 52 ; 
JerdoUf B, I. i, p. 80; Bough Notes^ p. 234; id. S. F. 

i, p. 159 ; XI, p, ll ; id. Cat. no. 40; Sharpe^ Cat. B. M, i,p. 449; 
Bwme ^ Dav S. F vi, p. 16 ; Ball^ S. F. vii, p. 199 ; Vidal, S. F. 
ix, p. 32 ; Btdler, %bid. p. 373 ; JOegge^ Birds Ceyl. p. 122 ; Gurney, 
Ibis, 1882, p, 594 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 220 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 38. 

Machanya, Maclimanga, H ; Maeharang, Nepal ; Maehmoral, Bala, B. ; 
Koramtngedda, Tel. ; Heggidi, Yerkli ; Veralv-addipong, Tam. ; Pantiong, 
Lepcha ; Woonlet, Bunn. 



Pig. 80. — Left foot of P. haliaetus, 


Coloration. Head and neck white, the feathers along the middle 
of the crown and nape, and sometimes at the sides, with conspi- 
cuous brown shaft-lines and tips ; a broad dark brown band from 
each eye down the side of the neck ; upper parts glossy brown ; 
tail the same, the rectrices more or less distinctly barred with 
paler brown above, with white below, especially on the inner webs 
of all except the middle pair ; in old birds the bars tend to become 
obsolete ; quills blackish ; lower parts white, except on the upper 
breast, where the feathers are brown with dark shafts and white 
edges, that are sometimes very broad, but occasionally wantmg ; 
wing-hning brown, mixed with white or fulvous. 

In the young the dark feathers of the dorsal surface are 
pale-edged, the tail is more closely and more distinctly barred, 
and the breast either unmarked or only slightly spotted with 
brown. 

Bill black ; cere, gape, and eyelids dull greenish blue ; irides 
bright yellow ; legs pale greenish or yellowish ; claws black. 
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^ Length of females about 22 inches ; tail 9 ; wing 20 ; tarsus 2*2 ; 
bill ifoom gape 1*6, Male slightly smaller. 

Distribution, Almost world- wide ; found in suitable localities 
throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma. 

Habits, ^c. Ospreys live on fish, and haunt, in India, the coast, 
backwaters, rivers, and large pieces of water of aU kinds. They 
are generally seen perched on trees, occasionally on a stone, or 
else circling or flying over water in search, of food. They capture 
fishes near the surface of the water by dropping on them from a 
height with a great splash, and often carry off prey of considerable 
size, but instances are on record of their being drowned by large 
fish, so that sometimes at all events they are unable to extricate 
their claws. Though nests have been seen in the Himalayas by 
Hume and others, and by Jerdon in an unrecorded part of the 
country, no eggs have been taken, and most Indian Ospreys are 
cold-weather visitants and do not breed in the country. They 
lay generally three eggs, white, much spotted and blotched with 
dii red, and measuring about 2*4 by 1*77, in a large nest of sticks 
mixed with various materials and placed on a tree or rock. 


FarnHy VULTUEIDiB. 

Head and neck more or less bare or only clothed with short 
stubby down ; never any true feathers on crown of head (Shar^pe)^ 

The above appears the only really distinctive character by which 
Vultures are distinguished from Falcons, Eagles, and Hawks. 
Vultures have the crop covered with short feathers, and generally 
a more or less distinct elongate ruff* round the neck at the end of 
the naked portion. The bill (except in Neo'phron) is strong, deep, 
and compressed, with the culmen much curved ; the tip is always 
hooked, and the cere large and horny. There are 15 cervical 
vertebrae, or one more than is usual in Falconidce, The wings are 
long ; tail-feathers 12 or 14, with strong shafts, that, owing to 
wear, always project at the ends. The tarsi are partly feathered, 
the naked portions covered with granular scales, with larger 
transverse scutes on the distal phalanges of the toes ; the inner 
and outer toes are subequal, and the middle and outer united by 
membrane ; claws blunt, not much curved. 

Typical Vultures (the genus Neophron differs in some respects) 
resemble each other closely in habits. As is well-known, they 
feed on dead animals, and congregate in an extraordinary manner 
wherever a carcase is exposed. The way in which they assemble, 
apparently from all parts of the air, in a place where a few minutes 
previously not one was in sight, is a wonderful spectacle. When 
m search of food. Vultures and some other Accipitrine birds soar 
and wheel slowly in large circles, very often at an elevation far 
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beyond the reach of human vision, as was shown by the observa- 
tion of Colonel Tennant, who at Eoorkee in 1875 (S. P. iii, p. 419) 
noticed that birds at a height of some miles often passed across 
the field of his telescope. As Jerdon and other writers have 
pointed out, the Vultures are dependent for the discovery of their 
food upon their eyesight, the more distant birds being attracted 
by seeing those nearer to the carcase flying in a manner that shows 
them to have found out its position. The actual discovery is 
doubtless generally made by Crows or Ehtes, and the Vultures 
obtain information from the movements of the smaller birds. 

On the ground Vultures are clumsy, heavy, and ungainly, as 
foul in aspect as m smell ; but on the wing no bird has a grander 
or more powerful flight, and none a.ffords a better opportunity of 
studying the position and movements of a bird when flying. 
Amongst the rocky crags to which Vultures resort to roost and, 
in many cases, to breed, it is often easy to stand on the edge of a 
cliff where they pass by within a few feet, and as each great bird 
sweeps past, relating its course by its tail, and occasionally 
moving its head slightly as it investigates the different objects 
that present themselves, to notice how steady and unchanging is 
the position of the extended wings and flight-feathers, and to 
observe how entirely the support of the bird is due to the resist- 
ance of the air. 

Vultures are confined to the tropical and warm temperate regions 
of Asia, Europe, and Africa ; their American representatives, the 
Condors and their allies, being now placed in a distinct order by 
most ornithologists. The family is represented in India by species 
of all known genera except Lophogyps. By some writers Weophron 
is regarded as forming a distinct subfamily, but the difference is 
scarcely more than generic. 


Ke>y to tJie Genera^ 

a. Bill stout ; height of upper mandible approxi- 
mately the same as length of cere on culmen. 
Nostril round or oval ; tail-feathers 12. 

No neck-wattle 

V' , A fleshy wattle on each side of the neck. 
h\ Nostril a vertical narrow slit. 

Tail-feathers 14. 

d}\ Tail-feathers 12 

K Bill slender ; nostril elongate, horizontal .... 


VULTUE., p. 316. 
OxoGxns, p, 818. 

Gyps, p. 319. 
PsBimooYPS, p. 324, 
Neopheon, p. 325. 


Genus VULTUR, Linn., 1766. 

Bill short, strong, and deep, curving from the end of the cere ; 
nostrils roimd or slightly curved ; head broad, covered with down, 
which is longer on the nape ; neck naked, ruff very small, 
ascending on the back of the neck, 

A single species. 
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1190« Vxiltxir monaclius. The Gine^^eous Vulture 

Vultur monachus, Linn, Syst. Nat, i, p. 122 (176G) ; Blyth, Cat. 

? . 32; Mo7*8f. <§• M. Cat, i, p. 1 , Jerdon^ B, L i, p. 6 ; id. Ibh^ 
871, p. 234 ; Hmnef Bmgh Notes, p. 1 ; -4 Anderson, P. Z. S, 
1871, p. 675 ; Adam, 8. F. i, p. 367 ; Sharpe, Cat, B. M. i, p. 3 ; 
Bvtler, 8. F. iii, p. Ml ; v, p. 226 , Blanford, 8. F, v, p. &45 ; 
Hume, 8. F vii, p. 321; id. Cat. no. 1 ; Scully, 8. F. p. 217 ; 
Batmes, 8, F. ix, pp. 214, 450 \ C. H T Marshall, Ibis, 1884, 
p. 405 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 2 ; 8t. Mm, Ibis, 1889, p. 149. 

Great Broim Vulture, Jerdon ; Kctla-gidh, H. ; Gut panom, Lepcha. 



Fig. 81. — Head of V, monaohiis, 1. 


Coloration. Blackish brown throughout, with, in freshly moulted 
plumage, a ruddy gloss on the mantle ; under surface sometimes 
darker than upper ; quills and tail almost black, occiput and lower 
tail-coverts paler, Toung birds are paler and browner. 

Bill blaclnsh brown; cere pale mauve; irjdes brown; naked 
skin of neck livid iesh-colour; legs and feet creamy or pearl- 
white. 

Length about 42 inches ; tail 17 ; wing 30 ; tarsus 5. 

Distribution, Southern Europe, 1^'orthern Africa, and eastward 
through South-western Asia and parts of Central Asia to India 
and China. In India this bird is resident in Afghanistan and the 
Himalayas, and visits North-western India in the cold season, 
having been observed in the Punjab, Sind, North-west Provinces, 
and Dude, Guzerat near Ahmedabad, Mhow, and Saugor. It 
ranges in the Himalayas as far east as Bhutan, 

Habits, ^e. Those of the family. The nesting does not appear 
to have been recorded within Indian limits, though there can be 
no doubt that this bird breeds in the Himalayas. In Europe it 
breeds about Eebruary or March, sometimes on cliffs, more often 
in trees ; builds a huge nest of sticks, and lays a single egg (very 
rarely two) richly marked with dark red, and measuring about 
3-7 by 2*6. 


318 


TUJLTraiDJE. 


Grenus OTOQ-YPS, Gray, 1841. 

Head and neck bare, without any down in adults ; a wattle of 
skin on each side of the neck behind the ear ; ruff very small ; 
bare neck extending farther down than in Vulfur, to which genus 
the present is very similar. 

Two species, one African, the other Indian, 


1191. Otogyps calvTLS. The Black Vtilture or 
BondAcherry YuLtare, 

Vultur calvus, Scop, Bel. Blor, et Faun, Imuh, ii, p. 85 (1786) ; 
Eume, Bough Notes, p. 8 ; Blytk, Ibis, 1866, p. 232 , Adam, S. F, 
i, p, 367 ; A, Anderson, F, Z, S, 1871, p. 676 ; 1876, p. 17 ; Blyth, 
Birds Bunn. p. 64. 

Vultnr ponticerianus, Lath, Ind, Om, i, p. 7 (1790) ; Sykes, P, Z, S. 
1832, p. 77 ; Jerdon, Mad, Jour, L, 8, x, p. 63 ; Gi'ay in JSardw, 
III, Ind, Zool, 1 , pi. 16, fig. 1. 

Otogyps calvtis, &. B, Gh*ay, Gen. B. i, p. 6 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 32 ; 
Horsf. ^ M, Cat. i, p. 2 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 7 ; Stoliczka, J. A. 8, B, 
xli, pt. 2, p. 230 ; Hume, N p. 1 ; Bamdson, 8. F, ii, p. 386 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 14 ; Brooks, 8. F. iii, p. 228 ; Butler, 
8. F. ill, p. 441 ; vii, p. 179 ; ix, p. 369, Blanford, 8. F. v, p. 246 ; 
JEume ^ Bav, 8, F. vi, p. 1 ; Bavidson Wend, 8. F, vii, p, 72 ; 
Gurney, ibid p. 170; Ball, xhtd. p. 196; Cripps, ibid. p. 240; 
Fume, Cat. no. 2 ; Bingham, 8. F, viii, p. 190 ; ix, p. 142 ; Scully, 
8 F. viii, p. 217; Boig, ibid. p. 870; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 29; 
Bainson, 8. F. x, p. 331 ; Hume, 8, F. :d, p. 2 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p, 171 ; id in Burners N. F 2nd ed. hi, p. 209 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 3 , id. Jour. Bom, N. H, Soc. i, p. ^ ; iii, p. 206. 

Bdj-pidh, Mulla~gidh, Bhaonra, H. ; Lung^nom-loong, Lepcha; Bqf 
Sagun, Beng. ; Nella Boraxoa, Tel. ; Bannapanta, Yerkli. 



Fig. 82.-~Head of 0. calmis, J. 


Coloration, Adult. Scattered black hairs on the nape and sides 
of the head and on the throat, more closely set around the ear- 
orifice; head above and neck bare; plumage generally glossy 
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black, brownish on the scapulars, lower back, and rump ; secondary 
quills brown with black tips ; ruff inconspicuous, black, the 
feathers white at the base ; crop-patch dark brown, surrounded, 
except anteriorly, by white down ; upper thighs and anterior part 
of flanks white and downy. 

The young are brown above and below ; feathers of the breast 
and abdomen with paler edges ; under tail-coverts whitish ; the 
ruff of rather longer brown feathers. The crown of the head is 
covered with white down. 

Bill dark brown ; cere, skin of head and neck deep yellowish 
red, a conspicuous naked patch on each side of the crop and a 
large naked oval area in front of each thigh the same ; irides red- 
brown or yellow ; legs dull red (legs china-white, Oates), 

Length about 32; tail 10*5; wing 23; tarsus 4*5; mid toe 
without claw 3*5 ; bill from gape to tip 2*75. 

Distribution, Throughout Lidia and Burma, but not in Ceylon, 
ranging to the south-east into the Malay Peninsula, Siam, and 
Cochin China. Bare in the Punjab and Sind, but found in the 
lower Himalayas. 

Habits^ ^c. This fine Yulture is nowhere very abundant, usually 
one or two come to feed on a carcase with scores of Gyps indims^ 
G, tenuirostris^ or Pseudogyps hengalensis ; these, being smaller and 
weaker, give way before the present species, which is consequently 
known as the King Yulture. It breeds on trees from the latter 
end of January to the middle of April, making a large platform of 
sticks, and laying a pure white egg (spots and streaks are of very 
rare occurrence in tMs species) that measures about 3*34 by 2*6. 


Gtenus G-YPS, Savigny, 1810. 

This genus contains several species, and includes several of the 
common Indian Yultures. The head is narrower and the bill 
.......denger than in the two preceding genera; the naked neck is 

longer, and there is a well-marked ruff at the base of the naked 
portion. The nostril is very narrow and vertically (transversely) 
or obliquely elongate. This genus, too, is distinguished from the 
other Yultures by having 14 tail-feathers. 

Species of Gyps are found throughout Africa, Southern and 
South-eastern Kurope, South-western and Central Asia, Lidia and 
Burma, Pour species occur within our limits. 


Key to the Species, 
a» Larger : wing 27-31 inches. 
a'. Third primary longest ; lower plumage 

with narrow shaffc-stripes Q, ftdvuSf p. 820. 

Pourth primary longest ; shaft-stripes on 

lower plumage very broad Q, UmaUym&isy p. 821. 

h. Smaller ; wing 22-25*5 ; hill more slender. 
o\ Crown of head with scattered hairs .... Q, indicuSf p. 322. 
d', Crown of head quite naked G, tmuirostrisj p, 323» 
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1192, Gyps fxQvus. The Griffon Vnlture, 

Vultur fulvias, Gm, Syst^Nat, i, p, 249(1788), 

Gypsfuhus,^/y^^, Cat??, p 32,partim, 1866, p. 232 ; Jei'don, 

B. 1, 1, p. 8, pt. ; %d. Ibis, 1871, p 235 ; Sha7p€y Cat 5 ; 

Gumey^ Ihs, 1875, p 88, Blanf, East. Beys ii, p. 99; Butler, 

S. E'. iii, p 441 ; v, p. 217 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 196 , Hume, Cat 
no. 3 , 8t John, Ibis, 1889, p. 149, 

Gyps fulYescens, Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 856 ; %d. Bough Notes, p. 19 ; 
id. 8 F. 1 , p. 148 ; id. N. 4 ' E 6 , id. 8. F. Tn, p. 322 , td. Cat. 
no 3 bis; Adayn, 8 F, i, p. 3G7 ; Scully, 8. F. mu, p. 218; Butler, 

8 F. ix, p. 369 ; Baimes, ibid, p 450 ; Bamdson, 8. F. x, p. 285 ; 
Swmhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 98 ; Barnes, Bii ds Bom. p. 4 ; id. Jour. Bom 
A”, H. 8oc. Ill, p, 207 ; Oates zn Hume’s N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p._203. 

Coloration. Head thickly covered all round with short white hair- 
like feathers, passing into white down on the neck ; feathers of ruff 
elongate, lanceolate, whitish, with rufous-brown or fawn-coloured 
edges, in very old birds dingy white throughout and disintegrated 
back and wing-coverts varying from brown with a pinkish tinge, s 
through fawn-colour to pale brown, often particoloured, some 
feathers darker than others, but all with narrow pale shafts, more 
or less distinct ; rump and upper tail-coverts paler fawn, especially 
along the shafts and edges ; major coverts, scapulars, and tertiaries 
dark brown with pale edges; quills and tail black or blackish 
brown; lower parts throughout, including wing-lining, pinkish 
brown to ochreous buff, with narrow w kite shaft-stripes, the short 
crop-feathers generally rather browner. 

Younger birds are deeper coloured when freshly moulted, and 
are distinguished by having the feathers of the back, scapulars, 
and coverts pointed and the ruff-feathers dark and elongate. The 
buff-coloured birds appear to be either young or old in worn and 
faded plumage. 

Bill horny brown or dusky yellowish, paler on the culmen in 
adults, greenish homy in younger buds ; cere black ; iris brownish 
yellow ; legs and feet dirty yellow to greenish grey ; 3rd primary 
longest. 

Length 41 to 47; tail 13; wing 26-29; tarsus 4*5 ; mid toe 
without claw 4*25 ; bill from gape to point 3*1. 

Amongst the series of G. Jukescens in the Hume collection I 
can match all European specimens of G. fiilvus available for 
comparison. It shordd be remembered that many specimens of 
Vulture skins in European museums are faded and bleached by 
exposure ; but, so far as I can see, the Indian bird is absolutely 
identical with the European. 

Bzstnbution. Southern and South-western Europe, Hortheyn 
Africa, and South-western Asia ; common in Afghanistan, Balu- 
chistan, the Punjab, Sind, and Bajputana, the range in India ^ 
extending east as far as Nepal and Sikhim, and south to Khandesh 5 
and the Deccan. Ball records the species from Manbhoom, and I " 
once saw a large Vulture, that must, I think, have been this species, 
on the banks of the Godavari near Dumagudem. 
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Eabits^ The G-rifEon generally breeds on rocky cliffs in 
colonies, and lays a single white egg, about February, in a loosely 
constructed nest of sticks. Occasionally, but very rarely, the egg 
is slightly spotted ; the average measurement is 3*65 by 2*7. 
Solitary nests on trees have been observed in INTorth- western 
India ; but in Sind I have no doubt these Vultures breed on the 
cliffs of the Khirthar and other ranges, for I saw a pair in copula 
on January 3rd on the crags, roaring in the most extraordinary 
way at the time, after the manner of Vultures. 

1193. Gyps himalayensis. Tlie Himalayan Griffon. 

Gyps fulvus, apitd Blyth, Cat. p. 32, partim ; id. J. A S. B. xxiv, 
p. ^58, note ; Eorsf. (§• M. Cat. i, p. 3 ; Jerdon^ B. I. i, p. 8, pt. , 
nec Vultiir fulvus, Ghnel. 

Gyps himalayensis, HtmWj Bmgh NoteSy p. 12 (1869) ; id. N. ^ JS. 
p. 3 j Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 235 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. ilf. i, p 8 ; 
Brooks, 8. F. iii, p, 228 ,* Emm, 8. F. vii, p 323 ; id. Cat. no. 
3 ter, Scully, 8 F viii, p. 218, Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 38 
Scully, ibid p. 410 ; C. E. T, Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 405 ; Oates in 
Eume's N. ^ F. 2nd ed. lii, p. 200. 

Gyps nivicola, Servertzov, Turkest, Jevotn.i^. Ill, pi. vii (1873). 

Coloration. Adult. Hair-hke feathers on the head and down on 
neck white or yellowish white ; feathers of ruff loose-textured, 
whitish along the shafts, pale brown on the sides ; back and wmg- 
coverts whity brown, rather unevenly coloured, with traces of pale 
shaft-stripes ; lower back whitish or white ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts buff; scapulars and greater wing-coverts dark brown with 
pale tips ; quills and tail-feathers blackish brown, the inner quills 
with pale ends ; crop brown, streaked paler ; rest of lower parts 
light brown or buff with broad whitish shaft-stripes ; under tail- 
coverts pale buff. 

Young birds are dark brown above and below, with strongly 
marked whitish shaft-stripes on all body-feathers and wing-coverts, 
the shaft-stripes being veiy broad on the ruff and the lower parts ; 
wing- and tail-feathers nearly black. 

Bill pale homy green ; cere pale brown ; irides brownish yellow : 
legs and feet dingy greenish grey or white (Emm). The 4th 
primary is the longest. 

Len^h about 48 ; tail 16 ; wing 30 ; tarsus 4*6 ; mid-toe 
without claw 4*3 ; bill from gape 3*3. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from Oabul to Bhutdn^ 
but only observed on the mountains. This species is also found 
farther north in Turkestan and Northern Tibet, and probably in 
other ranges of Central Asia. 

EaUts, ^c. This is distinctly a mountain Vulture, and breeds 
from the end of December to the first week in March. It makes 
the usual platform of sticks, or sometimes occupies an old Eagle's 
nest, on the face of a cliff, and lays a single egg, sometimes greyish 
white, more often blotched and streaked with red-brown, and 
measuring about 3*76 by 2*75. 
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1194. Gtjgs indicns. The Indian Long-Mled Vulture 

Vultur indicns, /Sbo;?. Bel. Flor. et Faun. Insuh. ii, p. 85 (1786) , 
iSyles, P. Z S. 1832, p. 77 . 

Gyps bengalensis, apud J. E. Gray in Haidio. Ill Ind. Zool. i, pi 15 ; 
7ieo Gm. 

Gyps indicus, Blyth, Cat. p. 33, partim ; Eorsf. M. Cat. i, p. 4, pt. ; 
Jerdon, B. Z i, p. 9, pt. ; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 235 ; Sume, Rough 
Botes, p. 21 , id. N. ^ E p. 5; id. Cat. no 4 , Adam, S. F. i, 
p. 367 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p 10, pt ; Bavidson <§• Wend. 
S. F. vii, p. 72 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 29 ; Bavison, S. F x, p. 332. 
Gyps pallescens, Eume, S. F. i, p. 160 (1873) ; Tii, pp. 165, 325 ; id. 
Cat. no. 41)is, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 11; Butler, S. F. iii, 
p. 442 ; IX, p. 369; Bingham, S. F. Tiii, p. 190; Bamdson, S. F 
X, p. 286 ; Swinhoe ^ Barnes, Ibis, 1885, p 54 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 6 ; id. Jour Bom. N. JS. Soc. in, p. 207 ; Oates in Eume's 
E. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 203. 

Gidh, H. ; Gidad, Maha-dho, Mahr. 


Coloration. Adult. Sbort brownish-white hair-like feathers 
thinly sprinkled all round the head and on the nape ; upper half 
of back and sides of neck, and all the front, 'mth small tufts of 
white down scattered over them; ruff disintegrated, soft and 
white; back pale brown, upper wing-coverts still paler, all the 
feathers palest on their edges ; lower back and rump brown, ^dth 
broad white borders to the feathers, sometimes whitish throughout; 
upper tail-coverts darker brown, pale-edged; larger mng-coverts 
and scapulars the same ; quills and tail-feathers blackish brown ; 
crop generally uniform dark brown, but sometimes light brown or 
even white ; lower parts whity brown, with indistinct broad pale 
shaft-stripes. 

Young very like that of G. Mmcdayensis ; the head and nape 
more thicHy clad than in the adult; a ruff of long lanceolate 
feathers, whitish, with brown edges at each side; upper back, 
smaller scapulars, and wing-coverts dark brown, with narrow 
whitish shaft-stripes; lower back and rump whitish ; quills and 
tail nearly black ; crop brown ; abdomen and under wing-coverts 
light brown, with broad whitish shaft- stripes. 

Bill and cere pale greenish, yellowish homy on culmen ; irides 
brown; bare skin of head and face dusky ashy leaden; legs and 
feet the same ; claws creamy horny {Hume). 

Length about 38 ; tail 11 ; wing 23 ; tarsus 3*75 ; mid-toe with- 
out claw 3-9 ; bill from gape 2-8. « , -n • 

Distribution. Throughout the greater part of the Peninsula of 
India, south of the Indo-Gangetic plain — ^not in Sind nor in 

Ceylon. . 

HaUts, The Long-billed Yulture breeds from De^mber to 
Pebmary in colonies on precipitous cliffe, laying a single egg, 
greenish white, generally unspotted, sometimes spotted or blotched 
with reddish brown, and measuring about 8*61 by 2-72. 
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1195. Gyps tennirostris. The Itimalayan Long^billed Vulture. 

Vultur tenuiceps, Hodgson tn Gray^s Zool, Misc. p, 81 (1844), descr 
nulla. 

Gyps tenuirostris, Hodgson M8.^ Grau^ Gm. JB. i, p. 6 (1844), deter 
nulla ; Hume, S. F, vii, p. 326 (18/8) j id. Cat, no. 4 ter ; Scudg, 
S, F. viii, p. 219. 

Gyps indiens, apud Jerdon, B J. i, p, 9, partim ; Blgth, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 232 5 Sharpe, Cat, B. M, i, p. 10, pt. ; Blyth ^ Walden, Birds 
Burm, p. ^ ; Hume ^ Dav, S. F, Yi, p. 1 ; Hume, Cat, no. 4 ; 
id, S F, xi, p. 2 5 Oates, B, B li, p. 169 ; id, in Hmnds N. & F. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 202. ^ , y 

8dijnn, Eeng. ; Gut, LepcLa 



Fig. 83. — Head of G, tenuirostris^ J. 


"Very similar to the last, but distinguished by having no feathers 
at aU on the head and scarcely any down on the neck, by the 
general coloration of the plumage being darker, the legs and feet 
somewhat longer, the bill more slender, the nostril apparently less 
elongate and broader, and the colours of the soft parts different. 

Hill brownish dusky horny, the culmen yellowish horny ; cere 
homy black ; irides deep brown ; skin of head and neck dark 
muddy ; tarsi and toes black ; claws dusky or horny black {Hume). 

Len^h about 38-5; tail 10*5; wing 24; tarsus 4; middle toe 
without claw 4*3 ; bOl from gape 2*85* 

The Indian Peninsular form, and not the present species, must 
retain the name ind%cus, for Sonnerat in his original description 
of Le Grand Yautour des Indes ” (to which the specific name 
indiem was applied by Scopoli) wrote that the head is covered 
with fine down resembling hair (La tite est couverte d^un petit duvet 
ressemhle d dupoil). Hume has distinguished the Himalayan 
vulture, G. tenuirostris, from that of Bengal, Assam, and Burma, 
on account of the slender bill and head of the former; but I feel 
doubtful whether the difference is constant. 

Distrihulnon. Throughout the lower Himalayas and near their 
base as far west as Kashmir, also in Bengal, Assam, and Burma, 

y2 
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as far south as Moulmein ; and according to Blyth in the Malay 
Peninsula also. The limits of this and the last species are not 
clearly known. 

Habits, This Vulture breeds on trees in Bengal in J anuary and 
Pebruary, making the usual large nests of boughs freshly broken 
off. The single egg is nearly piue white, and measures about 3*5 
by 2-73. 

Genus PSEUDOGYPS, Sharpe, 1873. 

This genus is only distinguished from by having 12 tail- 
feathers like other Vultures, instead of 14. There are two species 
very similar to each other, one is African, the other Indian. 

1196. Pseudogyps bengalensis. TJie IndianWhite-bacleiJ Vulture^ 

Vultur bengalensis, Gm. Syst, Nat, i, p. 245 (1788) 

Vidtur leuconota, *7. P. Gray %n Hardio. Ill Ind, Zool. i, pi. 14 
(1830-32). 

Gyps bengalensis, JBlyth, Cat, p. 33,* Sorsf.^M, Cat. i,p. 4 ; Jerdon, 
B, I. i, p. 10 ; Bl^hy Ibis, 1866, p. 233 ; King, J A, 8, B, xxxvii, 
pt. 2, p. 210; Hume, J^ugh Notes, p. 26; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, 
p. 236 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 8. 1871, p. 676 , 1876, p. 17 ; 8tolicska, 
J, A. 8 B, xh, pt. 2, p. 230 ; Hume, N. ^ E. p. 7 ; Adam, 8. JP< 
i, p. 367 ; Bl^h <5* Jr aid. Birds Burm p. 66 ; Butler, 8 F. iii, 
p. 442 ; T, p. 322 ; vii, p. 179 ; Blanford, 8, F, v, p. 245 ; Davids. 
^ JVend. 8. F. vii, p. 72; Cnyps, ibid, p. 240; Marshall, Ibis, 
1884, p. 406. 

Pseudogyps bengalensis, 8harpe, A. M, N, H, (4) xl, p. 133; id, 
Cat, B, ifef. i, p, 11 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8, F. vi, p. 1 ; Ball, 8, F. vii, 
p. 196 ; Hume, Cat. no. 5 ; Bingham, 8. F, viii, p. 190 ; 8<mlly, 
ibid, p. 219 , Vidal, 8. F, ix, p. 29 ; J^d, 8. F. x, p. 2 ; Damdsm, 
ibid, p. 286 ; Davison, ibid, p, 332 ; Hume, 8 PI xi, p. 1 ; Oates, B, 
B. ii, p. 170 ; id, in Humds N.^E 2nd ed. iii, p. 206 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom, p. 6 ; id. Jour, Bom, N. H, 8oc. i, p. 38 ; iii, p. 207 ; 
8t, John, Ibis, 1889, p. 149. 

Gidh, H. & Mahr. ; SdgUn, Changoun, Beng ; Guligadu, Mat'd pudum 
gudu, Tel. ; JVcdhorya, Yerkh ; Kami, Tam ; Lin-tah, Burmese. 

Coloration, Adult, Head and fore-neck with sparse brownish 
hairs, thicker on the nape ; back of neck vdth white downy tufts ; 
ruff of short pure white down ; wings, interscapulary region, 
upper taal-coverts, and tail black or brownish black ; secondaries 
brownish grey; lower back, rump, upper part of flanks, lower 
wing-coverts except near the edge of the wing, axillaries, and 
thigh-coverts white ; crop-patch black, bordered on each side by 
white down; breast and abdomen brownish black, with narrow 
whitish shaftnstripes. 

Young, Head and neck much covered with down, whitish above, 
brownish and thinner below ; ruff of whitish lanceolate feathers 
with brown edges ; plumage generally dark brown, primaries and 
tail-feathers bl^Msh ; wing-coverts with narrow, breast and abdo- 
men with broad whitish shaft-stripes ; no white on hack, flanks, or 
wing-lining; a white down border to the brown crop-patch. 
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Bill dark plumbeous, except the upper part of the upper man- 
43ible, which in adults is ^eyish white ; cere horny black, polished ; 
irides brown ; naked skin of head and neck dusky plumbeous ; 
legs and feet nearly black (Hume). 

Length about 35 ; tail 10 ; wing 23 ; tarsus 3*75 ; mid-toe with- 
.out claw 3*5 ; bill from gape to point 2*75. 

At all ages this is a darker as well as a smaller bird than Gyps 
induyus, and may be at once recognized by its dark lower parts 
with naiTow whitish shaft-stripes. 

Distribution. The commonest Vulture throughout India and 
Burma, but not found in Ceylon nor above moderate elevations in 
the Himalayas. Barer in the Punjab and Sind, and in the desert 
parts of Eajputana. According to St. John, large numbers ac- 
companied the army engaged in S. Afghanistan in 1878-9, and 
fed on the dead camels. 

Habits, Very similar to those of other true Vultures. This 
bird and Gyjis indicus are commonly found about towns and 
'Villages, and they assemble in large numbers to feed on carcases of 
aU kinds. The nest is an irregular platform of sticks, always on a 
large tree, often banyan or pipal, sometimes on palms, not unfre- 
quently tamarind, nim (Meha azadirachta), or Terminalia, and 
there are often several nests on one tree. The middle of the plat- 
form is lined with green leaves, and a single egg is laid, generally 
dull white, sometimes speckled or blotched with reddish brown, 
and measuring on an averse 3*26 by 2*42. This bird breeds from 
October till March, the majority about December or January, rather 
earlier, as is usual, to the southward than in Northern India. 
When pairing these Vultures, like Gyps fuhus^ make an extra- 
.ordinary roaring. 

G-enus KEOPHRON, Savigny, 1810. 

Bill slender, lengthened, the culmen straight at first, greatly 
hooked at the tip ,* cere very long ; nostrils elongate, horizontal ; 
crown and sides of head, chin, throat, and upper fore-neck naked ; 
neck surrounded by a ruff of hackles, which extend up to the nape 
and round all the lower part of the neck ; crop naked ; 'wings 
long, pointed, the third quill longest ,* tail wedge-shaped. Third 
and fourth toes much united at the base by membrane ; claws 
sharper than in other Vultures. 

The habits and flight of these birds differ much from those of 
the preceding Vulturine genera. Neophron inhabits Africa, 
Southern Europe, and South-western Asia, including the Indian 
Peninsula. Two species are known, both Indian. The African 
Vultur pileatus, often referred to Neophron, belongs to a distinct 
genus, NecTOsyrtes, Gloger. 

Key to the Species, 

a. Bill yellow in adults .... 
h. Bill dark horny at all ages 


N. gingmimus, p. 326. 
Nperampterus, p. 327, 
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1197. Neophron ginginianus The Smaller Kite 
Scavenger Vtdture, 

Vultur ginginianus, Lath, Ind. Oryi p. 7 (1700). 

Neophron percnopterus, Blyth, Cat. p. 33, pt. ; JTorsf. ^5’ M. CaU 
if p. 6, pt. ; JerdoUf B. L i, p. 12 ; nec L. 

Neophron ginginianus, Bli/th, Ibis, 1866, p. 233, Snmef Bough 
Notes, p. 31 ; Btoliczka, J. A. S. B xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 12 ; xli, pt. 2, 
p. 230 j Blanfordf J. A, S. B sxxMii, pt. 2, p. 165; Htone, N. 

p. 9 ; id. S. F i. p. 150 , id. Cat. no. 6 ; Sharpe, Cat B. M. i, 
p. 18; Legge, S. F. iii, p. 195; id. Birds Ceyl. p. 2, Ball, S. F. 
vii, p 196; Vidal, S. F ix, p. 29 ; Butler, ibid. p. 369 ; Davison, 
S. F. X, p. 333 ; Barnes, Birds Born. p. 7 ; Oates in Miime^s N 
F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 213. 

Sufed Gidh, Kal Murgh, H. ; Telia borawa, Tel. ; Manju Tiridi, 
Fittn Gedda, Fdpa, Vdpd pariindu, Tam 



Coloration, Adult. Pluinage almost throughout white ; winglet 
and primaries black, the latter grey outside, brown inside towards* 
the base; secondaries whity frown or grey on the outer web 
outside, blackish brown elsewhere ; tertiaries pale brown through- 
out. A brownish or greyish tinge on the scapulars and wing- 
coverts, and sometimes elsewhere, is a sign of immaturity. The 
neck-hackles are often stained rusty. 

Young birds are at first blackish brown, the scattered down on 
the head and throat black, then pale tips appear on some of the 
neck-hackles and breast-feathers and on the smaller wing-coverts, 
giving a speckled appearance ; the back, breast, and greater wing- 
coverts are mottled wdth widtish blotches. The change to the 
adult plumage is gradual. 

Bill in adults horny yellow; cere and sides of head and throat 
yellow ; hides dark brown ; legs dirty yellow ; claw^s pale horny. 
In young birds the bill is dark ; naked parts of head and throat 
grey ; legs and feet cinereous. 

Length about 24 ; tail 9-5 ; wing 18*25 ; tarsus 8*1 ; mid-toe^ 
without claw 2*5 ; bill from gape to tip 2*4. 
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Distribution. India generally, from the Himalayas to Cape 
Comorin, only found as a straggler in Ceylon ; wanting in Lower 
Bengal and to the eastward, replaced in the north-west by the 
next species ; found in the Western Himalayas up to 7000 or 
8000 feet. 

Habits^ This bird, in India, haunts towns and villages, and 
hves largely on human excrement. It also eats carrion, but is not 
commonly seen feeding on dead animals. It breeds from February 
to May, making a nest on rocky or earthy cMs, on buildings or 
on large trees, and lays usually two eggs, generally richly spotted 
and blotched with brownish red and measuring about 2*6 by 1*98.. 
The nest is a loose pile of sticks, generally rudely hned with rags, 
sometimes with straw', cotton, or hair, or green leaves. 

1198. Neophron percnopterus. The Egyptian Vulture^ or 
Large White Emvenger Vulture. 

Yultur percnopterus, L. Syat Nat, i, p. 123 (1766) 

Neophron percnopterus, Blyth, Cat p 33, partim; JECorsf, M, 
Cat, i, p 0, pt. ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p 1 7 , Brooks, Ibis, 1869, 
p. 43 ; 1870, p. 290; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p 236 ; Bames, S. F, ix, 
pp. 214, 450 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p 38 ; St, John, Ibis, 1889^ 
p. 150. 

This is precisely similar to the last, except that it is rather 
larger, with much larger feet and toes, and it always has the bill 
dusky, never yellow ; the cere is reddish yellow, darker than the 
cheeks, and the claws blackish homy. 

Length about 26 ; tad 10 ; wing 19 ; tarsus 3*3 ; mid-toe wnth- 
out claw 2*6. 

Distribution, This replaces the last species in the extreme 
North-west of India, and is the common bird of the Punjab, Sind, 
and Cutch, extending east to Delhi ; farther east than this yellow- 
billed birds prevail. N, percnopteo'us ranges through Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan, and Persia to Egypt and Southern ifeirope, and has 
an extensive range in Africa. The occurrence of a single bird was 
observed by Biddulph at Gilgit. Of course, there is some passage 
between the two Neophrons, which are mere geographical races 
scarcely deserving specific distinction. 


Family FALCONIDiE. 

The great majority of Baptorial birds belong to the present 
family, which comprises Eagles, Buzzards, Kites, Hawks, Efitmers, 
Falcons, and a number of intermediate forms. They are distin- 
guished from the Osprey by having the body-feathers provided 
with an aftershaft, and from the Vultures by having the head and 
neck feathered. In virtue of the last character Gypaetus (the 
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Lammergeyer), which is intermediate in characters between the 
Vultures and Eagles, is here assigned to the neighbourhood of the 
latter. 

Throughout the family there are 12 tail-feathers and 14 cervical 
vertebrae. ISTearly all are carnivorous, a few of the smaller species 
being insectivorous partly or wholly, and the majority capture 
living prey. The hair and feathers of the prey, if not removed 
before eating, are cast up, with the bones, in the form of pellets. 
As a rule, birds of this family are solitary, and all are monogamous. 

Scarcely any two authors agree as to the division of the 
Valeonidse into subfamilies. Sharpe in the ‘ Catalogue ’ admits 
five : Polyhormce^ Accipitrince, Buteomnce^ Aquilincn, and Falcomnce ; 
but the result is unsatisfactory and artificid. Blyth and G-umey 
•employed far more divisions ; the former (‘ Ibis,’ 1863) arranged 
these birds in 10 subfamilies, the latter in his last work (‘A List 
of the Diurnal Birds of Prey’) in no less than 11. If the Fal- 
conidae are to be arranged in natural subfamilies at all, this number 
must, I believe, be increased rather than diminished ; and as I can 
find no satisfactory system, I think it best to leave the family 
undivided with the exception of the Lammergeyer, which appears 
entitled to rank as a subfamily apart. 

Qaws blunt; bill lengthened; a tuft of 

long bristles on the chin Gypaetinm, p. 328. 

h Claws sharp ; bill not lengthened ; no 

bristles on chin FaJconhice, p. 330, 


Subfamily GYPAETIN^. 

Genus GYPAETUS, Storr, 1784. 

Bill moderately high, compressed, much hooked at end, culmen 
•curved throughout ; nostrils oval, longitudinal, concealed by long 
bristles directed forwards from the lores and cere, another tuft 
of long bristles descending perpendicularly from the chin ; tarsi 
feathered ; feet stout ; claws of moderate size, well curved, blunt ; 
wings long, very pointed, 3rd quid longest ; tad of 12 feathers, 
long, wedge-shaped, very pointed. 

This genus inhabits mountainous regions in Southern Europe, 
Central Asia, and Africa. One species is found in the Himalayas, 
the Punjab, and Smd. 

119^ 4ypaettis barbatus. Tlie Bearded Vulture 
or Ldmmergey&r. 

Vultur barbatus, Linn, Syst, Nat. i, p. 123 (17661 
Gypaetas barbatus, AJipenreise, p. 69 ; Muttony J. A. 8. B, 

ill, p. 622 ; Hodgson, J. A. 8. B. iv, p. 464 ; Blyth, Cat. p. 33 ; 
Hot*sf. ^ M, Cat. i, p. 9 , Jerdon, B. L i, p. 18 ; id. Ilnsj 1871, 
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p. 236; Stolicxka, J, A. S. B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p 12; BLuvtie^ Bough 
Notes, p, 35 ; DelmA Itadcliffe, Ibis, 1871, p. 363 ; Bhmford, J. A. 
S, B, ::di, pt. 2, p. 41 ; Hume <§* Henders. Lah. to Yark p. 170 , 
Hume, N, ^ JB, p. 12 ; td, B, F. i, p. 151 ; id. Cat. no. 7 ; Sharpe, 
Cat B, M. i, p, 228 ; BaU, S, F. in, p. 205 ; Dresser, Ibis, 1875, 
p. 99 ; Smlly, S. F. viii, p. 221 ; Barms, S. F, ix, pp. 214, 461 , 
Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p 39 ; Scully, zbid. p. 416 ; Barnes, Birds Bom 
p. 8; St John, Ibis, 1889, p. 160; Oates in Hume’s N ^ E. 
2nd ed. ni, p 127 ; Sharpe, Yarkand Miss , Aves, p. 6. 

Gypaetus hemachalanus, Hutton, J. A. S B vii, p. 22 (1838). 

Argul, H , Mussooree ; Okhdb, Olianiba. 



Fig. 85» — Head of Cr. barhatiis, 


Coloration. Adult Bristles on lores, cere, and chin, supercilia 
more or less united across the occiput, and narrow stripe below 
ear-coverts black ; remainder of head all round and throat white, 
speckled with black, more in younger, less in older birds ; nape, 
neck all round, and lower parts white, tinged to a varying extent 
with ferruginous, and, except in very old birds, with an imperfect 
blackish-brown gorget, the feathers pale-shafted ; upper back and 
smaller wing-coverts black with narrow white shaft-stripes, that 
are broader at the tip ; rest of upper plumage deep silvery grey, 
the shafts white and the edges of the feathers blackish, the black 
edges disappearing in old birds on the quills and tail ; some brown 
feathers on the lower back and rump; under wing-coverts 
blackish with white shaft-stripes, which are very broad on the 
axillaries. 

The above is thefuUy adult plumage, but most birds have brown 
and whitish patches on the upper parts and blackish marks on the 
neck and breast. Young birds of the year have the head and neck 
black, the upper parts blackish brown, lower parts brownish grey ; 
usually there is some white on the back and often on the base of 
the taal. 

Bill homy, the tip darker; irides pale orange, the sclerotic 
membrane blood-red ; feet plumbeous grey. Irides in the young 
pale yellowish brown. 
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Length about 4 feet ; tail 22 inches ; ^dng 32 ; tarsus 4 ; bill 
from gape to point 4 (all these are average measurements, and 
there is much vanation). 

Disirilmtion. Mountainous parts of Southern Europe, Northern 
Africa, Western and Oentml Asia. This bird is common in 
Persia and Afghanistan, in the Khirthar range of Sind, the 
Suliman and Salt ranges of the Punjab, and throughout the 
Himalayas, as far east as Sikhim at all events, but not in forest. 

Halits, The Bearded Vulture keeps to rocky hills and 
mouDtains, and is usually seen beating regularly over precipices 
and slopes with a steady sailmg flight very like that of a 
Vulture. It occasionally soars also, and may be recognized at a 
great elevation by its pointed wings and long w^edge-sbaped tail. 
The stories, chiefly Alpine, of its carrying ofl:‘ lambs (whence its 
name of “ Lammergeyer’' or Lamb Vulture) and even children, and 
pushing goats and other animals over precipices, are now generally 
discredited. It is somewhat doubtful w»hether this great bird ever 
attacks living prey, its food consisting chiefly of bones and offal. 
It but rarely descends on a carcase ; but Hume found one feeding 
on human ordure, hke Heojphron, to which it has a great resem- 
blance in its gait when walking, and in its appearance on the 
wing. The Bearded Eagle has been known from antiquity for its 
habit of carrj'ing up large bones and letting them fall from a height 
in order to break them, and it is said m the Levant to treat 
tortoises in the same manner ; hence is supposed to have arisen 
the story of the death of Aeschylus. This bird breeds on rocky 
precipices in the Himalayas and elsewhere from November to 
March, and lays generally two eggs, varying much in markings, 
but often richly coloured, and measuring about 3*24 by 2*66. The 
nest IS a great pile of sticks, mixed with wool or hair or frequently 
old rags. 


Subfamily FALCONING. 

As already pointed out, this subfamily contains the bulk of the 
Accipitrine birds. The following key to Indian Genera is not so 
satisfactory as could be wished, but many of the most important 
generic characters are not easily expressed in a few w'ords. 


Ke^ to the Geriera. 

A. Bill without any pointed tooth on upper 
mandible opposite end of lower mandflie , 
a festoon commonly present farther back. 
«. Lores with brisdes or feathers termi- 
nating in bristles. 

a’. Tarsus feathered throughout : size 
mostly large. (Eagles,) 
a'\ Claws much curved, hind claw 
longer than inner. 
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Primaries exceeding secondaries by 
more than length, of taisus. 
aK ISTo elongate occipital crest. 
a\ Culmen straight at base, then 

curvmg 

b\ Culmen curving from cere *. . 
An elongate occipital crest ; ab» 

^ domen chestnut in adults 

P Primaries exceeding secondaries by 

less than length of tarsus 

Claws but little curved, inner longer 

than hind claw 

J'. Tarsus not feathered throughout, 
c". Tarsus reticulated throughout, no 
scutellse broader than high. 

Tarsus long, more than 1-J times 
length of biE from gape to point. 
Scales on tarsus subequal 
throughout: size of bird large. 

_ (JSerpent-JSaffles.) 

Head not crested 

d^. Feathers of nape and sides of 
neck lengthened to form a 

crest 

dK Scales in jfront of tarsus larger 
than behind : size small. 

zard Eagles.) 

d^. Tarsus short, less than IJ times 

length of bill from gape 

Tarsus with some scutellae broader 
than high. 

Size large: tarsi yery long and thick, 
scutellated in front and either 
reticulated behind or irregularly 
scutellated; scales beneath toes 
rough and pointed. (Sea-Eagles.) 

Claws grooved beneath 

Claws rounded beneath 

Size moderate : tarsus scutellated 
in front but not behind. 

Tarsus short; bill from gape 
more than half tarsus. (Kites.) 
c®. Tail slightly rounded at the 

end 

/®. Tail forked 

h^. Tarsus long ; bill from gape less 
than half tarsus. (Hamers.) 
g^. Size moderate or small; tarsus 
scutellated behind. 
iK Bill fi:om gape half length of 
tarsus or less. (Hawks.) 


Aqtjila, p. 332. 
Hebraetus, p. 342. 

[p. 345. 

Lophotbiorceis, 
Spizaettts, p. 348. 
ICTINABTUS, P 346. 


CiRCAETUS, p. 355, 


Spilornis, p. 357. 


Butastitb, p. 362. 
Elantts, p. 379. 


HALIAjBTXTS, p. 366. 
POLIOAETES, p. 369. 


EUxiastub, p. 372. 
Mtlvus, p. 374. 

Circxts, p. 380. 


* This distinction is very unsatisfactory, O-enerally Hi&raetus may be 
^tingmshed by having the middle toe longer than the bdl from gape, whereas 
in Aguila the latter is the longer, but this does not hold good with Aquila 
mcumlata and A, ohrysaeHs. 
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Bill from ga]fe f to J length 
of mid-toe without claw. 

No crest 

A small occipital crest . . . . 
K\ Bill from gape about half mid- 

toe without claw 

Bill from gape more than half 
tarsus. {Bmzards.') 

{'* Lower part of tarsus naked all 

round 

V Tarsus feathered in front to 
base of toes, naked and scu- 
tellate behind 

b. Lores very broad, densely feathered, with- 

out bristles (I{oney’‘JBuzzards.) 
c\ Loral feathers scale-hke , bill not much 

compressed 

d\ Loral feathers not scale-like ; bill ex- 
cessively compressed, culmen sharp . . 
B. Bill with two teeth on each side of upper 
mandible, opposite end of lower ........ 

0. Bill with one tooth on each side of upper 
mandible. 

c. Tail half to two-thirds as long as wing. 

d. Size moderate; wing never under 6. 
(Falcons.) 

Tail rounded, not graduated. 

P. 2nd quill longest, 1st much longer 
than 4th 

l^. Sexes alike ; foot long, mid-toe 

l*25-2'25 ^ 

m*. Sexes dissimilar, foot small, 

mid-toe about 1 

2nd and 3rd quills subequal, also 

1st and 4th 

Tail graduated, middle tail-feathers 
exceeding outer by an inch or more ; 
upper parts largely brick-red : sexes 

dissimilar 

f‘. Size very small, wing under 5 

d. Tad nearly as long as wing : sexes dis- 

similar 


Astub, p. 396, 
Lophospizias, p. 400. 

AcciPiTEn, p. 402. 

Bxjteo, p, 389. 
Abchibuteo, p. 395. 

Pesnis, p. 405. 

[p. 408. 

Machjbbhamphus, 
Baza,p 408. 


Falco, p. 412. 
Ebytheopus, p. 424. 
.^SALON, p. 426. 

TiNNinsrcuLUS, p. 428. 
Miceohieeax, p. 432. 

POLIOHIBRAX, p. 434. 


Genus AftXJILA, Brisson, 1760, 

The typical Eagles, constituting the present genus, are large 
and powerful birds, and, from their grand appearance, have 
acquired a reputation for courage which they scarcely deserve, as 
they are much less courageous than the comparatively small 
Hawks and Falcons. 

The bill is strong and slightly lengthened, curved from the 


* This only applies to Indian species. In the African MaoharhaTn^htts 
(M. ande/rssom) the feathers on the lores have some bristles intermixed. 
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cere, the margin of the upper mandible straight or with a very slight 
festoon ; wings long, the 4th or 5th q^uill longest ; tail moderate, 
slightly rounded or nearly even ; tarsus feathered to the toes ; 
claws curved, strong and sharp, the hind toe and claw powerful. 

The coloration is dark, and in adults as a rule nearly uniform 
throughout. Eagles prey on mammals, birds, and sometimes 
on reptiles, frogs, &c., and all or nearly all feed on carrion as 
well. The genus is found throughout Europe and Asia and North 
America, and seven species occur in India. 


Key to the Sj>eotes. 


a. Nostril elliptical or ear-shaped, higher than 
broad, 

a\ Claws very large, hind claw 2*5-4 in . round 

curve 

Claws moderate, hind claw very rarely 
exceedmg 2 in round curve, 
a''. Wing in <S 21-23, in J 23-24*5. 

Plumage deep blackish brown, crown 

and nape tawny 

h^. Plumage deep umher-hrown through- 
out, or a pale patch on the nape 

only 

c®. Lower plumage striated 

Lower plumage not striated, pale 
tips to larger wing-coverts and to 

secondaries 

Wing in under 21, in $ under 22 , . 
b. Nostril round, as broad as high. 

c’. Whole head and lower parts uniformly 

pale tawny or rufous 

d\ Head and lower parts dark brown, or not 
uniformly coloured. 

Wing cS 19—20, $ 20-5—21*5 ........ 

d'\ Wing <S about 18, J 19 


A. chrysaetusj p. 333. 


A. Jieliaca ad., p. 334. 

[p. 336. 

A. bifaBciata ad , 

A, heliaca juv., p. 334. 

[p. 336, 

A. bifaBciata juv., 

A, vindhtana, p. 337. 


A. maculata^ p. 340. 
A, hastatdj p. 341. 


1200. Aquila chrysaetus- The Golden Eagle* 

FaJco chrysaetus, Linn, Nat i, p. 125 (1766). ^ 

Aquila chrysaetus, Blyth, Cat p. 26 ; Sorsf ^ M. (M, i, p. 4/ ; 
Jerdm, B, Z i, p. 65; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 244, HuTm, Bough Notes, 
p. 139 id. S. F. i, p. 157 ; id. Cat no. 26 ; 8 har 2 >e, Cat. B. M. i, 
p. 236 ; Unwin, P. Z. 8 1874, p. 208 ; Scully, 8 . F, iy, p. 123 ; 
Gurney, Ibis, 1877, p. 210 ; Bidaulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 41 ; 8 <^lly, 
ibid, pf 419 ; C. H. T. MarshdU, Ibis, 1884, p. 406 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 26 ; Oates in Hume's N. §* E. 2nd ed. hi, p. 130 ; Sharpe, 
Farkand Miss., Aves, p. 7. 


Mwriari, H., Chamba. 

Coloration. Adult Feathers of lores whitish, with black hair- 
like tips ; crown and sides of head dark brown ; feathers of nape, 
hind-neck, and sides of neck lanceolate, rufous tawny, dark brown 
at the base and black-shafted; rest of plumage blackish brown ; 
the feathers of the upper parts white or mottled with white towards 
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the base, the pale mottling being conspicuous on the inner second- 
aries and scapulars ; tad with more or less distinct mottled bands 
o£ pale brownish grey except near the end : upper tad-coverts, 
bend of wing, thigh-coverts, and under tail-coverts generally 
rufous-brown. 

Young birds are glossy brownish black ; the crown and nape 
more tawny; the basal tw’o-thirds of the tad greyish white, all 
body-feathers white at the base. The general tint varies from 
black to brownish black, blotched in places with brown and whity 
brown. There is, as usual in raptorial birds, a gradual change from 
the young or ring-tad plumage to that of the adult. 

Bill dark homy ; irides hazel- brown ; cere and feet yellow. 

Length of male about 35 inches ; tail 13 ; wing 24’5. Length 
of a female about 40 inches ; tad 14 ; wmg 27*5 ; tarsus 4 ; bill 
from gape to point straight 2*75. The toes and daws are very 
large, the hind claw (not including the toe) measures from 2*5 to 
3*5 round the curve. 

Distrilution. Throughout Em'ope, Northern Africa, Northern 
and Central Asia, and North America, chiefly about mountainous 
districts. This Eagle* breeds in the higher Himalayas, and 
Mr. Hume thought he recognized it in the Sind hills and on the 
Makran coast. Other reported Indian localities are probably due 
to error. 

Habits^ ^c. The Grolden Eagle, though by no means the largest, 
is one of the most powerful of predatory birds. It lives on 
gallinaceous birds and on mammals, such as hares, lambs, kids, 
fewns, &c., and it is said occasionally to attack even wolves, but 
it does not disdain carrion. It is kept tame in Central Asia, and 
employed to capture gazelles. It makes a large nest of dried 
sticks, lined with grass, moss, or other plants, sometimes on rocks, 
often on a tree, and lays usually two eggs, occasionally pure white, 
more often blotched with rufous-brown, measuring about 2*87 
by 2*25. 


1201. Aquila heliaca. The Imj^erial Eagle. 

Aquila heliaca, Sav. Descr. Egypte, p. 259, pi. 12 (1810) ; Sharpe, 
Cat, B, M. 1 , p. 238; Blanfwd, Ibis, 1894, p. 283. 

Falco imperialis, BeohM, Om, Tasoherb, v, ^/. BeufscM, iii, p. 563 
(1812). 

Aquila imperialis, J, E, Gray, in Sardw, III, Ind, Zool, ii, pi. 28 ; 
Blyth, Cat, p. 26 ; JBCorsf, ^ M, Cat, i, p. 48 ; Jerdon, B, L i, p. 67, 
p^m; id. 1871, p. 244; Brooks, Ibis, 1868, p. 349; Mume, 
Bough Notes, p. 142; Anderson, P. Z, 8. 1871, p. 682; Hume, 
8. F, i, p. 167 ; 8t, John, Ibis, 1889, p. 152. 

Aquila crassipes, Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc, p. 81 (1844), descr. 
miUa ; Brooh^, P, A. 8. B. 1872, p. 64; P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 60S ; 
Andersm, ibid, p. 620. 

Aquila mogilnik*, apud Blyth, J. A, 8, B, xv, p. 6 ; Gurney, Ibis, 


* I caamot identify the Imperial Eagle at any stage with S. G. O-mdin's 
figxtre and description of Falco magilmk (see ‘Ibis,’ 1894, p. 283), 
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1873, p. 99 ; JDresse?, Birds Eur pi. 344 , JBLunie, JV. <5* E p. 27: 
Brooks, S, F i, p. 290; Anderson, F, Z S 1875, p. 20; Gut'ney, 
Ibis, 1877, p. 215 ; Davison ^ Wend. S, F. vii, p 73 ; Ball, Ibid. 
p. 197 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 244 ; Hwne, ibid p. 335 ; id Cat, no. 27 ; 
Butler, 8. F ix, p. 372 , Reid, 8. F. x, p 0 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. 
p. 20; Littledale, Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oe. i, p. 194; nee Falco 
mogilnik, GTnel 

Aquila bifasciata, Oates in Humds F. E. 2iid ed. iii, p. 131 ; neo 
Gray, 

Jumiz, Jumbiz, Barra Jumiz, 8atangal, H.; Frus, Beng. 

Coloration. Adult. Lanceolate feathers of head and neck above 
and at the sides tawny bu^ ; forehead and sinciput blackish, or 
streaked with blackish, neck-feathers sometimes black-shafted; 
rest of plumage above and below glossy blackish brown the 
smaller wing-coverts and upper and lower tail-coverts with bufE 
margins ; vent and lower taii-coverts whity brown ; tail-feathers 
tipped buff, the last 2| to 3 inches almost black, and the basal 
portion indistinctly marked with numerous irregular mottled 
brownish-grey transverse bands ; in most adults also some 
scapulars are pure white, but the white feathers vary in number 
and position. 

Many birds are particoloured, some of the feathers above and 
below having pale borders, or being wholly pale brown. These 
are probably immature birds. 

The young have the feathers of the head, neck, back, wing- 
coverts, breast, and part of the abdomen dark brown with whitish 
shaft-stripes, very broad on the lower surface ; upper and under 
tail-coverts, lower abdomen and thigh-coverts, chin, throat, and 
cheeks buff ; secondary quills and major coverts and tail broadly 
tipped with fulvous white, remainder of tail uniform dull brown. 
This is the lineated stage. There is much variation in this 
plumage also. 

Bin bluish horny ; cere yeUow with a greenish tinge ; irides in 
adults brovraish yellow, in the young dusky brown ; feet yellow. 

Length of male about 29 ; tail 11*5 ; wing 22 ; tarsus 3*6 ; bill 
from gape to point 2*4 ; of females — length about 31 ; tail 13 ; 
wing 

Dkirihution. From Central and South-eastern Europe to China, 
ranging north to Southern Siberia. The Imperial Eagle is chiefly 
a winter visitor to India, but breeds in the extreme North-west 
and perhaps occasionally in the NTorth-west Provinces, or even, 
according to Jerdon, in the Deccan. Except locally it is a rare 
bird, being most common on the indo-G-angetic plain. It has not 
been recorded in Ceylon or Burma, nor farther east in India than 
Eurreedpore in Bengal. 

EaUts, A sluggish heavy bird, often seen sitting on trees, 
sometimes on the ground in open country. It feeds much on 
carrion, though it also kills small mammals, birds, and lizards for 
food. It lays, as a rule, two eggs in the usual large nest of sticks 
lined with a few green leaves, and generally pl^d on a tree. 
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The eggs vary from unspotted greyish white to white greatly 
blotched with rufous, but are generally either white or but faintly 
coloured ; they measure about 3 by 2*2, Indian examples about 
2-7 by 2*00. 

1202. Aquila bifasciata. The Stej^jpe Eagle. 

Aqiula hifa&ciata E. Gray m Haulw III. Ind, Zool i, pL 17 
(1830-32) ; Blyfli., J. A S. B. xv, p .1 ; Brooks, P. A, S. B. 1872, 
p. Go j id. P. Z. S. 1872, p 503 , id. J A. 3. B, xlii, pt. 2, p. , 
xldi, pt. 2, p. 239 , zd 3. F i, pp. 290, 325 ; id. Ibis, 1874, p. 86 : 
Andeison, P. Z 3. 1872, p. 021; 1875, p. 21, 1870, p. 311; 
StoUczka, J. A. 3. B. xb, pt. 2, p. 230 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1873, p. 99 , 
Dresser, P. Z S. 1873, p. 514 ; Blyth, Birds Bw'zn. p. 63 ; Oates, 
B. B. li, p. 185. 

Aquila nipalensis, Hodgson, As. lies xviii, pt. 2, p. 13, pi. 1 (1833) , 
Dresser, Birds of Europe, v, p. 507, pi. 340 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1877, 
p. 222 , Hume, 3 F. vn, pp. 107, 338 ; x, p. 443 ; xi, p. 8, zd. Cat. 
no. 27 bis , 3cuUy, 3. F. viii, p. 223, Held, 3. F. x, p. 7; Oates, 
ibid. p. 179 ; Damson, ibid. p. 287 ; 3alvadon, Ann. Mus. Civ. Ge>i. 
(2) V, p. 556 , vii, p. 374. 

Aquila orientalis, Cat. J f. Om. 1854, p. 369. 

Aqmla impeiialis, Jeidon, ^ J i,p 67, partim; Hume, Bough Notes, 
p. 142, pt. ; nee Beolxstexn. 

Aquila amurensis, 3winhoe, P, Z 3. 1871, p. 338 

Aquila mogilnik, Sharpe, Cat. B M i, p. 240 ; Hume, 3. F. iii, p. 25; 
Hume <§• Dav. 3. F vi, p. 11 ; nec Gmel. 

Jumiz, H , JVbon-lo, Burmese ; 0)ig yau, Lepcha. 

Coloration. Adult. Almost uniform brown, •varying from pale 
greyish brown to deep umher-brown ; there is often a rufous-buff 
patch on the nape, varying much in size ; quills and larger scapu- 
lars blackish brown ; tail blackish brown, with traces of greyish 
cross-bars- This plumage is rare, most bu’ds retaining some im- 
mature characteristics, such as buff upper tail-coverts or whitish 
mottling on the quiUs, 

Young birds also vary in colour, but are paler than adults, some 
being almost whity brown, more often umber-brown; no nape- 
patch ; broad white or buff or rufous-buff ends to the secondary 
quills and to the greater coverts, forming two conspicuous wing- 
bars ; the primary-coverts and some of the under wing-coverts 
also with pale tips ; all the quiUs are mottled with grey or whitish 
towards the base and the secondaries are more or less barred ; 
upper and under tail-coverts buff; tail tipped whitish or buff, 
sometimes, except the pale tip, uniform brown, in other specimens 
mottled ■with grey, so as to be more or less distinctly banded. In 
some birds there are darker cross-bands and pale tips on the 
feathers of the back and on the wing-coverts, and sometimes the 


^ This name has been rejected by several ormthologists because of A. Infos- 
doita, Brebm (1831), a name given to the Spotted Elagle. It is, however, 
doubtful whether Brehm’s name is older than &ray’s. 
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abdominal feathers have whitish transverse or arrow-head-shaped 
bands and pale tips. 

Bill and claws black; gape, cere, and feet yellow; iris dark 
brown; eyelids greenish {Oates^ The nostrils are rounder than 
in A. hehaca^ but still oval. 

Length of a male 30 inches ; tail 11'5 ; wing 22 ; tarsus 4 ; mid- 
toe without claw 2*5 ; bill from gape 2'8. Females are rather 
larger : tail 12 5 ; wing 23'5. 

Distnlmtioii. A winter visitor to Northern India, ranging south 
as far as Kbandesh, Heoni, and Raipur , also found at the same 
season throughout Assam and Burma. Beyond Indian limits this 
Eagle is found in Eastern Europe, North-eastern Africa, and in 
parts of Central Asia, including Mongolia, Southern and Eastern 
Siberia, and China. 

For a long time the two plumages of this Eagle were supposed 
to be phases of A, lieliaca (A. imjpenalis\ and were described as 
such by Jerdon and Hume. The recognition and separation of 
A. hifasdata is due to Messrs. Brooks and Anderson. 

Eahits, ^c. Yery similar to those of A. lieliaca^ except that the 
nest, which has not been observed within Indian limits, is generally 
placed on the ground. 

1203. Aqtdla vindhiana. The Indian Tawny Eagle, 

Aquila vindhiana, Franklin^ P. Z, 8 1831, p. 114 ; Jerdon^ Madr, 
Jour, L, 8, X, p 67 ; Hume, N, ^ E, p. 29 , JBrooJcs, P. A, 8, JB. 
1873, p 174; Sharpej Cat, B, M, i, p. 243 , Anderson, P. Z, 8, 
1875, p. 22 ; Butler , 8 F, lii, p. 446 ; ix, p. 372 ; Gurney. Ibis, 
1877, pp. 225, 234 ; Davidson Wend, 8, F, vii, p. 74 ; Ballj ibid, 
p. 197 ; Eume^ Cat. no. 29 ; Doiy^ 8 F. viii, p. 370 ; Reid, 8, F, 
X, p. 7 ; Davidson, ibid p. 287 , Brnmes, Birds Bom, p. 29 ; id. Jour, 
Bom, F, I£, 8oc, i, p. 40 ; Oates in JELumds N, & E, 2nd ed, iii. 
p. 133. 

Aquilla punctata, J, E, Gray in JSardw, Dl. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 16 
(1830-32). ^ 

Aquila fiisca, J, E, Gray, ojp. eit ii, pi. 27 (1833-34). 

Aquila naevioides, apud Blyth, Cat, p. 27 ; JEEorsf. ^ M, Cat. i, p. 44 ; 
neo Cuv, 

Aquila fulvescens, apud Jei'don, B, 1. i, p. 60 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, 
p, 241 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 173 , Blanford, J. A, 8, B, 
xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 166 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 245 ; Huine, 8, F. i, 
p. 158; neo Gray, 

The Tawny Eagle, Jerdon; Wohhdb, Bagar, H. ; Dholwa, Wagii; 
Bursaiml, Yerkh ; Alawa or Salwa, Tel. ; AH, Tam. 

Coloration very vanable. Adults are almost uniform brown, 
varying from dark umber to pale brown, sometimes whity brown 
or whitish on the head and body. Very pale birds are generally 
in worn plumage, and the light tmt is probably caused by bleaching. 
The quills are dark brown or nearly black at the end, mottled and 
barred towards the base ; the tail is dark grey, with more or less 
distinct cross-bars. Occasionally the head is greyer or paler than 
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the back, and in some birds (not, I think, fully adult) the head is 
almost black and the nape pale. 

A nestling, obtained by Mr. Brooks from the nest, has the 
eathers bro\sTi, without shaft-stripes, but with broad rufous-buff 
edges, and pale tips to the quills and tail-feathers ; but, according 
to Hume, in the nestling (N. & E. p. 30) “ the whole plumage is 
rufous-brown, purer on the head, more earthy on the mantle, and 
paler below, each feather with a narrow black central stripe or line.’' 
Hume (Bough jN'otes, p. 176) says that the paler-coloured birds 
are young, and the plumage grows darker with age ; but Brooks 
(P. A, S. B. 1873, p. 174) declares that the pale plumage is that 
of adult birds, and is due to fading from exposure. I am disposed 
to think Brooks right. Apparently there are two young plumages — 
one tawny, with dark shaft-stripes below and on the upper tail- 
coverts ; the other darker brown, without shaft-stripes * but whether 
these plumages are successive or alternative it is difficult to say. 



Fig. 86 —Head of A m?id7iiam, J. 


Many specimens have the breast dark brown, and the abdomen 
paler greyish brown with dark shaft-stripes. In the dark plumage 
many of the feathers have pale tips ; in some cases, even in 
freshly-moulted adult birds, there are pale huffy terminal spots to 
the nape and breast-feathers (as in Gra/s figure of A. jpunctata). 
In the nestling plumage the taU appears to be imbarred, but in the 
next plumage, probably after the first moult, it becomes closely 
barred, the barring becoming less marked again in the adult. 

There are other variations still. Some feds have a brownish- 
rufous head, some a pale whitish one, some a black one with a 
whitish nape; some have particoloured feathers on the lower 
breast and abdomen. In this, as in other Eagles, the changes are 
probably irregular and vary in different individuals. 

Cere deep yellow; irides hazel-brown; feet yellow (Jerdori), 
Bill pale bluish grey near the cere, tip black ; cere dirty cream- 
colour; legs and feet dirty greenish white (ffume), Hosfcrils 
elliptical or ear-shaped ; plumage harsh. 

Length of male about 25*5 ; tail 10 ; wing 20 ; tarsus 2*75 ; 
mid-toe 2 ; bill from gape 2*25 : in females — ^length 28 ; tail 11 ; 
wing 21*5. 

J^rihution. Throughout the greater part of India, chiefly in 


AQUILA, 


339 


the drier districts, where this is by far the commonest Eagle ; 
wanting on the Malabar coast and in Ceylon, and apparently in 
Lower Bengal and Assam, but occurring in Upper Burma near 
Thayet Myo, as there are specimens collected by Oates in the 
British Museum. This species is not known to occur outside of 
India and Upper Burma, but is represented by a nearly allied 
form, A. albicaTis, in N.E. Africa. 

Eahits, ^c. This common Eagle is usually seen either seated on 
a tree or beating over fields and woods. It is, like most Eagles, 
not particular about its food, and wiU pounce on a small mammal, 
Ibird, lizard, snake, or frog, or share the carcase of a dead bullock 
with vultures ; but it also subsists to a great extent by robbing 
smaller Accipitrine birds, such as kites and falcons, of their cap- 
tures ; and Elliot long since called attention to its troublesome 
habit of pursuing tame falcons, owing to its mistaking the jesses 
for prey. It breeds from November to June, chiefly in January 
in Northern India, rather earlier in the Central Provinces; it 
builds a nest of sticks, usually lined with green leaves, generally 
on the top of a high tree, but often, where no high trees are at 
hand, on a low bdbul {Acada arahicct)^ and lays usually two eggs, 
greyish white, more or less spotted or blotched with yellowish 
brown, and measuring about 2*63 by 2T1. 

1204. Aquila falvescens. BrooWs Eagle, 

Aqmla Mvescens, J, E, Gray in Eardw. Ill, Ind, Zool ii, pi. 29 
(1833-34) ; Broolcs, JP, A. 8, B. 1873, p. 173 ; id, J, A. 8. B, xlui, 
pt. 2, p. 241 ; id. Ibis, 1874, p. 86 ; Anderson, P. Z, 8, 1876, p. 22; 
Gurney, Ibis, 1877, p. 326 ; jEume, 8, F, vii, p. 339 ; id. Cat, no, 28 
bis ; Beid, 8, F, x, p. 450. 

Aquila nsevia, juv., apud Brooks, Ibis, 1868, p. 361 ; 1870, p. 290 ; 
Eume, Botcgh Notes, p. 168 ; nee Qmel. 

Aquila nasvioides, Tristram, F. Z, 8 1870, p. 4 ; id. Ibis, 1870, 
p. 290; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 246; Anderson, P, Z, 8, 1871, 
p. 687. 

Coloration, Head, neck, and lower plumage varying from yel- 
lowish buflc to brownish rufous, the head-feathers, as a rule, and 
occasionally those of the lower parts with dark shafts ; a narrow 
blackish supercihum; upper back and wing-coverts brown, the 
feathers broadly edged with huffy white ; lower back buff ; rump- 
feathers brown, with broad buff margins ; upper tail-coverts buffy 
white ; primary-quills and larger scapulars blackish brown, without 
buff edges, first primaries white at extreme base; secondaries 
dark brown, with whitish edges, especially on the outer webs ; 
tail blackish brown, the feathers growing p^er brown towards the 
end and with a whitish tip ; in one specimen the tail shows traces 
of barring. 

The pale buff plumage is evidently that of the young ; what 
appears to be the adult has the head, neck, and lower parts 
brownish rufous ; the feathers of the abdomen with darker centres, 
and the breast-feathers tipped darker ; the upper back dark brown; 

z2 
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lower back paler and bnffy ; upper tail-coverts white. Only one 
specimen, now in the British Museum, is known in this stage, and 
it is uncertain whether the fully adult plumage has been observed. 

Bill pale bluish grey, with dark tip ; cere and gape cream-colour; 
iris light brown ; teet yellowish {Brooks)* IN'ostril round; plumage 
soft. 

Length of female about 27*5 ; tail 11*5 ; wing 21 ; tarsus 4 
bill from gape 2*3: of a male — tail 10*5 ; wing 19*25. 

Bistrihution* This rare Eagle has only been obtained by Messrs. 
Brooks and Anderson, to w'hom we are indebted for all w^e know 
concerning it, in the l^orth-west Provinces, chiefly about Etawah. 
It is a cold-weather visitant, and is believed to have been also met 
with in Southern Eussia and Eastern Prussia {Oum&y, 1. c.). 

Halits, ^6. Like the Spotted Eagles, this species is met with 
near rivers and marshes, and feeds, partly at all events, on frogs. 
Mdification unknown. 


1205. Aq,uila maculata. T7ie Large Blotted Eagle* 

Palco mactdatus, OTnel Syst. Nat* i, p. 258 (1788). 

Aquila clanga, Fall, Zoogr* Fosso-Amt* i, p. 351 (1811) ; SJiaiye 
(A. maculatsB suh^*). Cat* JB* M* i, p. 248; Gum&u* Ibis* 1877, 
p 329 ; Bauds* Wmd, B F* vii, p 74 ; Ball, ibzd. p. 197 ; Hume, 
Cat. no. 28 ; Bingham, 3. F, viii, p. 190 ; Boig, ibid* p. 370 ; Butler, 
S*F*xs.,g.Z1^,Feid,8*F.x,g*1 •, Oates, B* JB*n,-g.lZZ-, id*in 
Hume's N* F* 2iid ed. iii, p. 138 j Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 28 ; id* 
Jmr* Bom. N* H Boc* iii, p. 212 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 8. 

Aquila vittata, Hodgs. m Gray's Zool. Misc. p. 81 (1844), descr. 
nulla. 

Aqmla nsevia, Blyth, Cat* p. 27 ; Horsf* ^ M* Cat* i, p. 45 ; Jerdon* 
B* L i, p. 59; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 162 , id. 8. F* i, p. 158 ; 
Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 244 ; Anderson, F* Z* 8* 1871, pp. 686, 689 : 
1875, p. 22 ; Blyth, Birds Burm* p, 63 : Butler* 8* F iii, p. 445 ; 
Fato, J&zs, 1876, p. 339. » 

Aquila maculata, Brooks, 8* F* iv, p. 268 ; Blanford, Ibis, 1894, 
p. 287. 

The jotted Eagle, Jerdon ; Kaljanga, H. ; Bukayari Jiyadha, Beng. : 
NeUa gedha, Tel. 

Coloration, Adult. Lark, almost blackish brown, with a slight 
purplish gloss on the mantle ; primary-quiUs black ; tail unbarred, 
but washed with grey towards the end above ; head and neck all 
3X)und paler, the tips, and sometimes broad shaft-stripes to the 
lanceolate feathers of the crown and nape, lighter brown; feathers 
on tarsus ^d upper and lower tail-coverts mixed with whitish, 
and sometimes chiefly white ; base of all feathers, including wing-^ 
and tail-feathers, white. 

Yoimg birds are also dark brown, and differ chiefly from adults 
in having the upper back and smaller wing-coverts marked with 
eion^te paler greyish-brown spots, these spots are largest and 
whitish on the smaller scapulars and median coverts ; longer 
scapulars, larger coverts, and secondaries with large buff tips ; 
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lower back and rump pale brown, with dark edges to the feathers ; 
upper tail-coverts whitish ; tail black, grey, or mottled towards 
the end and pale-tipped ; lower plumage with hght brown shaft- 
stripes var 3 dng in breadth and tint ; vent and lower tail-coverts 
buff. Some birds are pale brown beneath. 

Bill blmsh grey, dusky at tip ; cere, gape, and feet orange-yellow. 
Irides brown {Hume). Nostrils round and large ; plumage soft. 

Length of a male about 26 inches ; tail 10*5 ; wing 19*5 ; 
tarsus 4 ; bill from gape 2*5 : of a female — ^length 27*5 ; tad 11*5 ; 
wing 20*5. 

Distribution. Throughout the greater part of the Palaearctic 
region. Common throughout In^a and Northern Burma in damp 
tracts near water ; not found in Ceylon, and rare in Tenasserim. 

Habits^ ^ 0 . A sluggish bird, living chiefly on frogs in India, but 
^ccasion^y preying on small mammals, lizards, &c. It breeds on 
trees from April to June in Northern India, and as far south as 
the Tapti, and appears to lay a single greyish-white egg, profusely 
spotted and blotched with yellowish brown, and measuring about 
2'65 by 1*98. Elsewhere two to three eggs are said to be laid. 

1206, AQ[uila hastata. The /Small Indian Spotted Eagle. 

Morphnus hastatus, Less. Voy. Belanget'y p. 217 (1834). 

Limnaetus unicolor, J. A. S. B. xii, p. 128 (1843). 

Spizaetus punctatus, Jerdon^ Madr. Jour. L, 8 xm, p. 164 (1844). 

A(iuila hastata, Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xv, p. 7 ; id. Cat. p. 27 ; Jerdon^ 
B. L i, p. 62 ; Bhjth, IbiSf 1866, p. 241 , Hume^ Bough NoteSf 
p. 180 ; Godio.-Aust. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 265 ; Jerdon^ 
Hu, 1871, p. 245; A. Anderson, P. E. 8. 1872, pp 69, 622 ; 1875, 
p, 23, pi. iii ; id. Ibis, 1876, p. 199 ; Broohs, 8. P. i, pp. 293, 327 ; 
id. J. A. 8. B. xliii, pt. 2, p. 240; Sharpe (A. maculatse sitbsp.), 
Cat. B, M. i, p. 248; BaU, 8. F. ii, p. 378, vii, p. 198; Gurney, 
Ibis, 1877, p. 329 ; Crip/ps, 8. F. vii, p. 244 ; Hume, Gat. no. 30 ; 
Reid, 8. F. x, p. 460; Oates, B B ii, p. 188; id. in Humds 
N, ^ E. 2nd ed. lii, p, 186 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 9 ; Davidson, Jour. 
Bom. N. H. Soc. lii, p. 213. 

Spizaetus hastatus, Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 34. 

Aquila fusca, Blyth, Birds Bwnn. p. 68 ; nec Gray. 

Jiyadar, Gutimar, Phari^tisa, H. 

Coloration. Adult. Yery dark brown, often with a purple gloss ; 
lanceolate feathers of crown and nape often pale-tipped, but 
with dark rather than pale shaft-stripes ; feathers of back, rump, 
wing-coverts, and brea^ also with rather darker shafts in general ; 
primaries black; tail-feathers dark brown, often with traces of 
narrow bars. 

Young birds have small buff or whitish spots on the nape, upper 
back, and smaller coverts, a few larger white spots on the median 
coverts, and there are narrow white tips to the larger coverts ; 
the secondaries and tail-feathers are rather closely barred with 
grey ; upper tail-coverts barred white and light brown; the breast 
and sometimes the abdomen, thigh-coverts, and lower wing-coverts 
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have buff shaft-stripes; abdomen generally paler; lower tail- 
coverts buff ; tlngh-coverts, if not striped, whitish. The stnation 
on the underpai'ts is lost after the first moult, but the spots of 
the upper plumage do not entirely disappear till the bird is three 
or four years old. 

Bill plumbeous blue at base, black at tip : cere, gape, and feet 
yellow ; indes hazel-brown. 

Length of male about 24 ; tail 9*5 ; wing 18 ; tarsus 3'8 ; bill 
from gape 2*3 : the female very little larger. 

Distnhiition. This species is only known to occur in India, 
where it is a permanent resident. It is common in parts of the 
G^ngetic plam, but rare to the westward, unknown in Sind, more 
common in the Gangetic delta, and especially in Eastern Bengal. 
A specimen w’as obtained by Blyth from Arrakan ; Jerdon states 
that he met with this species once or twice in Southern India ; and 
it has been observed breedmg in Eaipur, Sambalpur, and Mysore. 

Habits^ ^6. Very similar to those of A. mamlata. The present 
species was observed by Mr. Erith in Mymensingh to plunder the 
nests of Stumo^astor contra. It breeds in April and May, and 
lays generally a single egg, sometimes two, in the usual stick-nest 
on a high tree. An egg measures 2*6 by 1*95. 


Genus HJEEAETITS, Elaup, 1844. 

With this genus commences the series of Hawk-Eagles as they 
have very appropriately been termed. They are birds of more 
slender build, with smaller bills, longer and more slender tarsi, and 
longer tail than the true Eagles, and most of them are, in some 
ph^e of plumage, partly or wholly white beneath. 

This genus has a moderately strong bill, much hooked at the 
end, and with a prominent festoon to the upper mandible ; the 
nostrils are elliptical and oblique ; wing long, 4th quiU longest, 
primaries exceetog secondaries by far more than the length of 
the tarsus \ tail nearly square, more than half the length of the 
wing ; tarsi feathered ; toes long, outer toe (without claw) a httle 
longer than inner ; claws laige, sharp, well curved ; inner and 
hind claw both large, the latter the larger. 

The lype of Nisahtus^ Hodgs., the name used by Jerdon, Sharpe, 
and others for this genus, was Sj^zaetus nijpalmsis^ and the generic 
description does not apply to the present group, although BoneUi^e 
Eagle was mcluded by Hodgson (Ibis, 1894, p. 288). The type of 
Hieraetus is H.j^ennatus, the Booted Eagle; but I follow Sharpe 
in placing the Booted and Bonelli’s Eagles in the same genus. 
Pour species are known, of which two are Palssarctic and Indian, 
one Andean, and one Australian. 

Key to the Sj^edes, 


a. Larger : wing 19-21 . , 
h. Smaller : wing 14-16*6 


H. fasciatus^ p. 843r 
H. pennatus, p. 844. 
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1207. Hieraetus fasciatxis. BoneWJs Eagle. 

Aqpila fasciata, Vieilh M4m. Soc. Linn, Paris, ii, 1822, p. 162. 

Palco bonelli, Temm, PL CoL i, pi. 288 (1824). 

Aquila boneUii, Layard, A. M. N, JST. (2) xii, p. 98 ; Horsf, ^ M, 
Oat, i, p. 46. 

Nisaetus grandis, Eodgs, J, A. S, B, v, p. 230 (1836) : Jerdon, ILL 
Ind, Om, pi. 1, text. 

Nisaetus niveus, ajpud Jerdon, Madr, Jour. L. S. x, p. 69 ; EUtof, 
ibid, p. 234 (1839) 5 nee Faleo niveus, Temvn, 

^izaetus grandis, Blyth, J, A, 8. B, xu, p. 301. 

Eutolmaetus bonellii, Blyth, J, A. 8, B. xiv, p. 174; xix, p. 386 : id.. 
Cat, p 26 ; id. Ibis, 1866, p 241 ; Kume, Itough Notes, p. 189 : 
A, Anderson, P, Z, 8, 1872, pp. 76, 27k 

Nisaetus bonellii, Jerdon, B, I i, p. 67 ; Brooks, Ibis, 1869, p, 44. 

Nisaetus fasciatus, 8harpe, Cat. B, M, i, p. 250 ; Pairbank, 8. F. iv, 
p. 253 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1877, p. 419 , Bamdson <§• Wend. 8. F. vii, 
p. 74 ; BaU, ibid, p. 198 ; tame, Cat. no 33 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, 
^ 224; Butler, 8, F. ix, p. 372; Baoidson, 8. F, x, p. 288; 
Bavison, ibid, p. 336 , Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 32 ; id. Jour. Bom. 
N. JS, Soc, iii, p. 213 ; Cedes m Humds N. <$• E. 2ud ed. iii, p. 139., 

Pseudaetus bonellii, Hume, 8. F. 1, p 158 ; iii, p. 446 ; Adam, 8. F. 
ii, p. 338. 

The Crestless Hawk-Eagle, Jerdon; Morangi, H.; Kundelz Salawa, 
Tel.; Tam. 

Coloration.^ Adult. Upper parts dark umber-brown, bases of 
feathers white; feathers of head and mantle inconspicuously 
dark-shafted ; lores whitish, eyebrow streaked with white ; sides 
of face white, the cheeks and ear-coverts streaked with brown; 
quills black, mottled with white on inner webs towards the base ; 
upper tail-coverts with whitish margins ; tail-feathers dark grey 
above, whitish below, with imperfect black cross-bands and a 
broad black terminal one, the inner webs mottled with white, the 
extreme tip whitish ; lower parts white, with black shaft-stripes 
varying in breadth ; wing-lining blackish brown, except near the 
edge of the wing all round, where the feathers are partly white ; 
thigh-coverts and lower abdomen whity brown or pale brown, 
stiU with black streaks ; under tail-coverts with pale rufous- 
brown cross-bars. Some old birds are bufE or tawny beneath in- 
stead of white, and not unfrequently the thighs and abdomen are 
darker brown. 

YouQg birds are paler above and have pale edges to the crown 
and nape-feathers, and the latter are sometunes rufous ; the sides 
of the head and neck and the lower parts, including the wing- 
lining, light rufous or rufous-buff, with narrow dark stripes ; the 
quills and tail banded almost throughout, the latter white at the 
base ; no broad terminal band to the tail. 

Bill bluish grey, black towards the tip ; cere and gape dingy 
yellow ; irides bright yellow or brownish yellow ; feet pie dingy 
whitish brown with a yellow tinge {Hume). 

Length of male 27 ; tail 10 ; vdng 19 ; tarsus 3*7 ; bill from 
gape 2*16 : of a female — length 29 ; tail 11 ; wing 20. 
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Distnhution, Southern Europe, it^orthern Africa, and South- 
western Asia, ranging throughout the Indian Peninsula but not 
farther East. This bird has been only once obtained in Ceylon, 
but is not rare in the more hilly and jungly districts of Southern 
India. In the Punjab and N.W. Pronnces, including the Hima- 
layas, and in Smd it is generally distributed. 

Halits, This splendid Eagle hves on mammals and birds of 
its own killing, and is never known to touch carrion. Jerdon 
mentions that it is particularly destructive to pigeons. It is much 
seen on the wing sailing at a considerable height, at other times it 
perches on a high tree or rock. It breeds on chffs and on trees, 
the former perhaps by preference, makes a large nest of sticks, 
and lays two eggs on a lining of green leaves. The eggs are 
greenish white, unspotted or faintly blotched and streaked with 
brown ; they measure about 2-78 by 2*1, and are usually laid in 
.the latter half of December, in January or in Eebruary. 


1208. Hieraetus pennatus. The Booted Eagle. 

Falco pennatus, Gml Sgst. Hat. i, p 272 (1788). 

Spizaetos milvoides, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. x, p. 76 (1839). 

Bheraetus pennatus, JBii/th, Cat p. 28 ; id. Ibis, 1866, p. 241 ; Hume, 
Hough Notes, p. 182 ; Hume ^ Dao. 8. PI vi, p. 11 ; Davidson ^ 
Wend. 8. F. vii, p. 74; Hume, tbid. p. 198 ; id. Cat. no. 31 ; id, 8. 
F. X, p. 335 ; xi, p. 9 ; Vidal, 8 F. ix, p. 80 , Butler, 8. F. ix, 
^ 372, 8winhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 99; Davidson, 8 F, x, p. 287; 
Held, ibid. p. 450; Barnes, Buds Bom. p 30 

Aquila pennata, Layard, A. M. N. H. (2) xii, p. 98 ; Horsf. M. 
Cat, i, p 43 ; Jerdon, B J. i, p. 63 ; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 246 ; A. An- 
derson, B. Z 8. 1872, p. 74 ; 1875, p. 24 ; Hume, 8 F. iii, p. 387 , 
Btdler, 8. F. vii, p. 174 ; John, Ibis, 1889, p. 152. 

Nisaetus pennatus, Sharpe, Cat. B, M. i, p. 253 , Hume, 8. F. iii, 
p. 25; Gurney, Ibis, 1877, p. 419; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 40; 
Biddxdph, Ibis, 1881, p. 41 ; Scully, tbid. p. 420 ; Oates, B. B. ii, 
p. 189 ; w?. in Hume’s N. ^ E 2nd ed. iii, p. 144. 

The Dwarf Eagle, Jerdon : Bagliati Jumiz, Gilheri Mar, H. ; TJdatal 
^Gedda, T. ; Funjaprandu, Tam. : Eagalvja, Oing. 

Coloration. Adidt. Forehead and lores whitish ; a narrow black 
superciliary streak ; head and neck above and on sides fawn- 
colour or tawny, feathers with black shaft-stripes that are broader 
on the nape and broader still on the crown; cheeks and ear- 
coverts darker ; upper parts brown ; upper back, larger scapulars, 
and rump dark umber-brown ; tertiaries, smaller scapulars, and 
wing-coverts brown, with broad whity-brown edges and darker 
shafts; larger coverts darker but pale-edged; quills blackish, 
secondaries with pale ends ; upper tail-coverts fawn or rufous- 
brown ; tail-feathers greyish brown above, greyish' white beneath, 
with traces of dark bars, the last one much broader, and pale tips ; 
lower parts, including wing-lining, bii^ white, with black iongi- 
tudinal streaks often fringed with ferruginous, these are thickly 
isnarked on the chin, more thioly on the throat and breast, 
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generally disappearing on the abdomen, and I'eplaced by faint 
rufous bars on the tbigh-coverts and Tent in very old birds ; a few 
black spots beneath the wings. 

Some birds are dark brown throughout, and although these may 
be young in general, the dark plumage appears in some cases to be 
retained for a long time, as individuals certainly breed in it. 

Young birds usually have the head and neck rufous-brown or 
dull rufous, sometimes dark bro'w n ; the upper plumage brown as 
in adults, but with dark shaft-stripes ; tail-coverts w’hitish ; lower 
parts either dark brown or pale rufous with blackish streaks, 
except on the lower abdomen ; tail greyish brown above, paler 
below, more or less distinctly banded and pale-tipped. 

Bill pale blue at base, blackish at tip ; irides pale brown ; cere, 
gape, and feet yellow {Hume\ Blyth says that Indian birds have 
sometimes a rudimentary crest. 

Length of male about 29 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 15 ; tarsus 2*4 ; bill 
from gape 1*4 : of a female — length 21’5 ; tail 9 ; wing 15’75. 

Ikstnlution, Southern Europe, great part of Africa, Western 
and Central Asia, and throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, 
though rare in the two latter. 

Habits^ 4‘c. This is a highly predatory species, living on squirrels, 
rats, and other small mammals, doves, pigeons, &c. It frequently 
carries away fowls, and Jerdon remarks that Elites are often un- 
justly credited with the depredations of this little Eagle on 
pigeons and poultry. It frequents both w^oods and cultivated 
ground, and is often found about towns and villages. As a rule 
the Booted Eagle is a winter visitor to India, and breeds farther 
north ; but a nest was taken on a banyan tree by Mr. Theobald, 
in 1869, near Salem. The nest in Europe is, as usual, of sticks, 
with a lining of green leaves under the eggs, which are two in 
number, greenish white, with in general but few coloured markings. 

Qenus LOPHOTEIOECHIS, Sharpe, 1874. 

This genus, although resembling S^izaettos in the plumage of 
the young and m the crest, is distinguished by its longer wings, 
with the primaries projecting beyond the secondaries by more 
than the length of the tarsus, by its shorter tail, and its much 
longer toes and more powerful claws, the claw of the third toe 
being longer than the culmen beyond the cere. The adult colo- 
ration too is peculiar, black above, and the abdomen chestnut. 

The typical species is Indian ; another species referred to the 
genus is American. No others are known, 

1209. LophotriorcMs kieneri. The Bufous-heUied Hawik’-Eagle. 

Astur kieneri, Sparre, Mag. Zoot 1835, Axiee, pi. 35. 

Spizaetus albogidaris, TickeU, Blyth, J. A. S. B, xi, p. 456 Q842). 

Spizaetus kieneri, Blyth, Cat. p. 26 ; JBCoj'sf, ^ M. Cat. x, p. 34 ; JSuim, 
Bough Notes, p. 216 j id. 8. F. i, p. 311 j BLume ^ Inglis, 8, F. v, 
p. 9 ; Blanf. ibid, p, 483; Sartert, J.f. Om. 1889, p. 374* 
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Limnaetus Menerii, Jerdon^ B, L i, p. 74; Godia.^Aust, J A, S, B» 
xliii, pt. 2, p. 162 , Zeffge, S. F, ui, p. 198 ; Gu7^ey, Ibis^ 1877, 
p 432 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p 35. 

Lopliotriorcliis kieneri, Shaipe, Cat. B. Jf, i, pp. 255, 458; Hume <§• 
BourdiUon, S. F. Tii, p. 33 ; BaU, ibid. p. 198; Hume, Cat. no. 37 ; 
Legge, Birds CeyL p. 42: Hume, S. F. ix, p. 273; xi, p. 30; Bligh, 
1625, 1886, p. 299. 

Coloration. Adult. Upper parts and sides o£ head and neck 
black and glossy ; quills dark brown ; tail-feathers brownish, barred 
darker ; the qmlls and tail-feathers are light ashy grey beneath 
with dark bars except at the ends of the quills, the tail has a 
broad^subtenninal black band ; chin, throat, and breast white, with 
a few lanceolate black shaft-stripes on the breast, the white passes 
into the ferruginous chestnut with black shaft-lines of the abdo- 
men, lower ta3-coverts, thigh-coverts, and wing-lining. Sometimes 
the chin, throat, and breast are tinged with ferruginous red. 

Toung birds are brown above, some of the feathers darker 
than others, and many of them with pale edges; pure white 
below ; the tail barred throughout. This plumage has apparently 
not been observed in Himalayan birds; but I described one 
obtained by Mr. Mandelli some years since, with the upper parts 
brownish and the lower bu:ffi, a little ferruginous only on the 
thigh-coverts and lower tail-coverts. In young birds the ear- 
coverts are rufous-brown with black streaks. 

Bill black, plumbeous at base ; cere and feet yellow ; hides dark 
brown (Legge). The crest is about 2*5 long, not pointed. 

Length of male about 21 ; tail 8*25 ; wing 14 ; tarsus 2*8 ; bill 
from gape 1*4; length of female about 24; tad 9*5; -wing 16; 
tarsus 3 ; bill from gape 1*5. Himalayan bhds appear larger than 
Malayan. 

Distribution. A rare bhd. The recorded localities are Eastern 
Himalayas, Assam ranges, Cachar, Manipur, Singhbhoom, Travan- 
core, Ceylon, Malay Peninsula, and some of the Malay Islands. 
No specimen is known to have been obtained as yet in Burma. 

Habits, ^ 0 . According to the very few recorded observations, 
especially those of Hume and Hartert, this is a bold courageous 
bhd, vnth a flight and mode of attack somewhat resembling a 
falcon's, and much exceeding in pow’-er and dash the movements 
of the Sjgizahti, It lives in forests. Nidification unknown. 


Genus ICTINAETUS, Jerdon (1843). 

Bill rather small, the edge of the upper mandible almost or 
quite straight; nostrils oval, nearly round, oblique; vwng long, 
5th quill longest, the feathers broad ; tail long, slightly rounded ; 
tarsus feathered. The foot is very remarkable ; the toes are short, 
the inner toe thicker than the middle toe and nearly as long; 
outer toe very short ; all the claws much less curved than in other 
Eagles, and the inner claw longest, longer even than the hind 
claw. Plumage in adults black throughout. 
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The generic name iV<?ojow5, used generally for this Eagle, was 
published in 1844 (Gray's Zool. Miso. p. 81), whilst Jerdon’s name 
Ictinaetus dates from a year earlier, having been published by 
Blyth (J. A. S. B. xii, p. 128) in a note to the paper in which 
Hodgson gave the name Heteropus, which had to be discarded on 
account of previous use (Ibis, 1894, p. 289). 

A single species. 


1210, Ictinaetus malayensis. The Black Eagle, 

Falco malayensis, B&irm,, Temm, PL CoL pi. 117 (1824)* 

Aquila pemigra, Hbdgs. J, A, S, B. v, p. 227 (3836). 

Heteropus pemiger, Jkodgs, J, A. 8. B, xii, p. 127. 

Ictinaetus ovivorus, Jerdon, Blyth, J, A, 8. B,^, p. 128 (1843). 
Nisaetus ovivorus, Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L, 8 xui, p. 157 (1844). 
Ictinaetus malaiensis, Blyth, J, A, 8, B, xv, p. 7 ; Cat, p, 28; 
Irby, Ibis, 1861, p. 221. 

Neopus malayensis, JECorsf. M, Cat, i, p. 881 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 65 ; 
Beavan, P. Z, 8, 1868, p. 396, pi. 34; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 187 ; 
Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 257 ; Fairbank, 8, F. iv, p. 253 , Hume 
^ Bourd, ibid. p. 355 , Gurney, Ibis, 1877, p. 428 ; Hume ^ Ban}, 
8, F. vi, p 11 ; Bcdl, 8, F vii, p. 198 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 47 ; 
Hume, Cat, no. 32 ; Butler, 8, F, ix, p. 372 ; Bavison, 8, F. x, 
J). 335 ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 190 ; id, m Humds N. ^ F» 2nd ed. 
iii, p. 145 ; Hume, 8, F. xi, p. 9 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 31, 
Neopus malaccensis, C. H, T. Marshall, Ibis, 1884, p. 407. 
Laknongho7ig,hepoh.s,-, Hugong, BhoUB.; Adavi nalla gedda, HqI, 



Fig. 87. — ^Left foot of I. Tnalayensfis, 


Coloration. Adult. Brownish black or black almost throughout ; 
lores whitish ; tail-feathers, except near the tips, and inner webs 
of quills towards the base, vpith mottled bars of grey above and of 
white below ; lower parts sometimes brovnier. 

Young birds are browner, and some have the head more or less 
buff or pale tawny, especially on the sides ; the feathers of the 
crown, mnd-neck, and sides of neck, in some, with tawny terminal 
spots; and the feathers of the lower parts veith long drops or 
broad median stripes of pale ochreous brown; in one specimen 
they are ochreous with black shaft-stripes and edges. These 
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Specimens, however, appear strangely rare : out of 20 Himalayan 
specimens in the British Museum only one has a spotted head and 
none are striated beneath, though one from the ISTilgiris shows both 
markings. Probably the young are often similar to adults, or else 
the immature plumage is quickly lost. 

Bill greenish horny, black at the tip ; cere, gape, and feet deep 
yellow ; irides dark brown {Jei'don), 

Len^h of a male 27 ; tail 13 ; wing 21*5 : of a female — length 
31 ; tail 14 ; wing 24 ; tarsus 3*5 ; bill from gape 2. 

Distnbution, Throughout the Himalayas as far west as Chamba, 
and along* the "Western Ghats as far as Cape Comorin; also in 
Ceylon; very i*are in the peninsula awav from the Sahyadri, 
though J erdon says he saw this species in the Easterfi Ghats and 
in Central India (? Bastar), and Ball thought he saw it in Chutia 
Nagpur. It IS found in the ranges south of Assam, and is very rare 
in Burma, but is not met with in the Malay Peninsula and islands. 

Eahits, ^c. The Black Eagle is usually seen on the wing, soaring 
over forests with a steady graceful flight, which both Jerdon and 
Hume compare to that of a Harrier. It lives largely on the 
young and eggs of birds, and was observed by Mr. Bourdillon to 
carry off nests and examine their contents. It also occasionally 
feeds on reptiles. The eggs were obtained by Hume from Xiilu 
and Bashahr, and were said to have been taken early in January 
from nests on cliffs. They were greyish white, more or less 
speckled or blotched, and measured about 2*6 by 1*95. Three eggs 
were obtained in one nest. 


Genus SPIZAETUS, Yieillot, 1816. 

Bill short, high at the base ; cuhnen compressed, much curved, 
a prominent festoon to the marmn of the upper mandible ; nostril 
rounded ; wings short and rounded, 5th quill longest, the primaries 
exceeding the secondaries by less than the length of the tarsus in 
the dosed wing. Tail rather long, nearly square. Tarsus long, 
slender, feathered throughout ; toes large but not long, unequal, 
outer toe without claw longer than inner toe similarly measured ; 
claws strong, unequal, well curved, hind claw largest. A crest 
generally present. 

This IS a forest genus found in America and Africa as well as 
throughout the Oriental region. The Oriental forms are distin- 
guished by some writers as Limnaetics, but they only differ from 
the African and American species in having slightly longer wings. 
Several Indian kinds have been described, of which I distmguish 
five. 


Key to the Species, 

a. Feathering of tarsus does not extend to divi- 
sion of toes 

a' A distinct crest, 4-6 long, always present. . . S. cirrhatus, p. 349. 
h\ No crest, or a ludimentaiy one S, UmnaetiiSj p. 351. 
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I, Feathers extend on to basal portion of middle 
toe. 

c\ La^e : wing 17-18*5. 
a". White bands on abdominal feathers in- 
terrupted at shafts S, nepalensis,^, 352, 

h'\ White bands go completely across abdo- 
minal feathers S, kelaarti, p. 354. 

d\ Small : wing about 9*5 S, albtniget, p. 354 


1211. Spizaetus cirrhatns. The Crested Ilaivl-Eagle. 

Falco cirrhatus, GmeL Syst. Nat i, p. 274 (1788). 

Falco ceylanensis, G7}iel. t c, p 275 (1788). 

Falco cristatellus, Tem^n, PL CoL pi. 282 (1824). 

Nisaetus cristatellus, Elliot, Mad7\ Jour L, S. x, p, 234 j Jerdoii, III, 
Ind, Om, text to pi. 1, p. 7. 

Spizaetus cristatellus, Blyth, J, A. S. B. xii, p 306 , Horsf, ^S* M, 
Cat, i, p. 33. 

Nisaetus cirratus, BlytTi, J. A, 8. B, xiv, p. 174. 

Spizaetus hmnaetus, var., Blyth, Cat. p. §4 

Limnaetus cristatellus, Jerdon, B. 1. i, p. 71. 

Spizaetus cirrhatus, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 242 ; Hume, Bough Notes, 
p. 206 ; id. 8. F. iii, p. 446 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 269 , Fahy 
bank, 8. F, iv, p. 253 ; Emne ^ Boui'd zhid, p. 356 ; Oates in 
Hume's N. ^ E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 147. 

Spizaetus sphynx, Huzne, 8. F. i, p. 321. 

Limnaetus cirrhatus, Gurney, Ibis, 1877, jp. 429; Ball, 8 F. yii, 
p. 198 ; Hume, Cat. no. 35 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, 30 ; Butler, ibid 
p. 373 ; Davidson, 8. F. x, p. 288 ; Hume, ibid. p. 336 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom, p. S3 , id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 8oc. bi. p. 214. 

Limnaetus ce;nonensis, Gwmey, Ibis, 1877, p. 430; 1878, p. 85; 
Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 511 , id. Cat. no. 35 bis. 

Spizaetus ceylonensis, Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 55, pi. ii; Parker, 8. F. 
ix, p. 476. 

Limnaetus sphynx, Hume, Cat. no. 34 quat. 

Shah Baz, H. ; Jutu Bhyri, Tel. ; Bqjaliya, Oing. 



Fig. 88, — Head of 8. oirrhatus, 


Coloration. Adult. Feathers of head and neck above and at the 
sides blackish brown, with pale or rufous ed^es ; occipital crest 
4 to 6 inches long, black, and, except in very old birds, tipped 
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white; upper parts geiier£iJly umber-brown, not uniform, some 
feathers having darker centres or shafts and paler border ; quills 
brown above, hght grey or white below, with blackish bars and 
tips, inner webs white towards the base ; tail brown above, light 
grey beneath, usually with 5 blackish cross-bars, more rarely 4, 
the first concealed by the coverts, the last broadest, followed by 
a whitish tip ; pale interspaces as a rule broader than dark bars, 
and last pale interspace much broader than the others ; chin and 
throat white, streaked with black, the black streaks generally 
forming three longitudinal stripes, one median and two lateral ; 
breast white with large spots, elongate, black, and generally fringed 
with rufous ; abdomen and lower 6iil-coverts umber-brown, thighs 
generally more rufous, and tarsus whitish, the feathers dark- 
shafted as a rule throughout, especially on the legs ; smaller under 
wing-coverts dull rufous, brown-shafted; greater lower wing-coverts 
white with brown cross-bands ; axiUaries greyish brown with dark 
shafts. 

Young buds have the head and neck rufous-buffi to bufiy white, 
generally but not always with dark centres or shaft-stripes to the 
feathers, which in some very young birds have white tips ; feathers 
of upper plumage brown, generaUy pale-edged; quills and tail 
with more dark bands than in adults, there being 7 on the tail 
including the suhterminal one; lower parts white or buff or pale 
rufous, generally with a few rufous-brown spots, darker at the 
shafts ; as a rule the flanks, lower abdomen, thigh-coverts, lower 
tail-coverts, and tarsal feathers are banded with pale rufous and 
white ; traces of this banding are often found in older birds. 

Bill dark plumbeous, black at the tip ; cere dark leaden in adult, 
yellow in young birds ; irides leaden grey, pale straw-colour, or 
golden yeUow ; feet yeUow. The feathers of the tarsus do not 
extend quite to the base of the toes. 

Length of a male about 26 inches ; tail 11 ; wing 16 : of a 
female — length 29 ; tail 12 ; wing 17 ; tarsus 4 ; hill from gape 1*8. 
Ceylonese and some South Indian birds are considerably smaller 
and measure : tail 9 to 10*5, wing 13*5 to 15*2. They have been 
distinguished as S][)izaetus ceylonensis, and form a well-marked race, 
but dffEering only, like so many animals from the extreme south 
of India and Ceylon, in size, and therefore I think not to be 
separated as a distinct species. S, sjphynoo of Hume, from Travan- 
core, is an old bird of this Southern variety with, as often happens 
in old birds, no white on the crest. 

The Peninsula of India and Ceylon in well-wooded 
tracts. Only an occasional straggler is found on the great Indo- 
Gangetic plain of Northern India, as in the case of a specimen 
obtained by Hume at Etdwah ; as a rule the northern limit of this 
bird from Mount Abu to Midnapore in Bengal is the edge of the 
bdlly country. 

' Mahits, ^e, Yery similar to those of other Indian Spkaeti, This 
is a forest bird, usually seen on trees, often, as Jerdon says, “ on 
the top of a high tree, where it watches for hares, partridges, 
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young pea-fowl, jungle-fowl, &c., on which it pounces.” It also 
feeds on squirrels, lizards, &c. It but rarely soars, and is more 
often seen d 3 ring through the trees than hovering above them. It 
has a peculiar prolonged note, like other species of the genus. 
The habits of the Ceylon race in captivity have been well described 
by Legge. The nest, placed on a high tree, is a huge structure 
of sticks, and is lined with green leaves, on which a single egg is 
laid at some time from December to April. The egg is dull 
greenish white, unspotted, or faintly streaked at the larger end 
with reddish brown, and measures on an average 2*67 by 2*03. 

1212. Spizaetus linmaetus. The Changeable Haivk-Eagle, 

Falco limnseetus, Sorsjield, Tr, Linn, Soo, xiii, p. 138 (1821) ; Temm, 
PI. Col pi. 134 

Falco cahgatus, Raffles, Tr, Linn, Soc. xiii, p. 278 (1822). 

Falco niveus, Temm, PI. Col. pi. 127 (1823). 

Limnaetus horsfieldi, Vigors^ Mem, Raffl p. 649 (1830) ; Gurney, 
Ibis, 1877, p 428 ; Sume, 8, F, vi, p. 11, note , id. Cat, no. 34 A ; 
Cyipps, 8, F. vii, p. 246. 

Nisaetus pallidus, Hodgs, J A. 8, B.yA, p. 361 (1837), descr. nuha 

Spizaetus limnaetus, Blyth, Cat. p 24; Horsf, ^ M, Cat, i, p. 32 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M, i, p. 272 ; Blyth, ^ Wald Birds Burm, p 63 ; 
Hume ^ Dan, 8. F. vi, p. 11 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 192 ; id in HumFs 
N, <§• F, 2nd ed. iii, p. 149. 

Spizaetus caligatus, Horsf, ^ M, Cat, i, p. 33 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, 
p. 241; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 198; Hume ^ Oates, 8, F, iii, 
p. 26 ; Armstrong, 8, F. iv, p. 297 ; Hime <§* Inglis, 8, F, v, p. 9. 

F^co limnaetus, Betmstein, J.f, Orn, 1860, p. 419. 

Limnaetus niveus, Jerdon, B, L i, p. 70 ; Godw.-Aust, J. A, 8. B, 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 93. 

Spizaetus andamanensis, Tytler, P. A, 8, B, 1865, p. 112 ; Beavan, 
Ibis, 1867, p 316 ; JSume, Bough Notes, p. 203 ; Ball, 8. F, i, 
p. 62 ; Hume, 8. F, ii, p. 142 ; iv, p. 280. 

Limnaetus cahgatus, Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 246 ; Gurney, Bis, 1877, 
p. 425 ; Hume, 8, F. vii, 5 . 198; id. Cat, no. 34; Bingham, 8, F 
ix, p. 143 ; Hume, 8, F. xi, p. 10. 

Limnaetus andamanensis, Walden, Ibis, 1874, p. 127 ; Hume, Cat, 
no. 34 bis. 

8adal, H., Bengal ; Morhaita, GarhwSl. 

Coloration, Very similar to that of 8, drrhatus, from which the 
present bird differs in having no crest or only a rudimentary one ; 
the plumage is generally paler, the lower parts in young birds 
much more commonly pure white, and the head white with brown 
shaft-stripes ; whilst even in the oldest birds some traces of white 
bars remain on the brown feathers of the thighs, vent, and lower 
tail-coverts ; and the gular and moustachial stripes and the dark 
spots on the breast are better defined. Soft parts and measure- 
ments as in 8, drrhatus, and the feathers of the tarsus, as in that 
species, terminate at or above the division of the toes, and do not 
cover the base of the middle toe as in 8, nepalemis. 

Besides the ordinary form, there is a dark or melanistic variety, 
the original Falco limnaetus (or LimnaHus horsfieldi). This is 
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blackish brown throughout, the basal half of the inner webs of the 
quills and the lower surface of the rectnces near their base being 
grey. Some specimens are chocolate-brown, not blackish, and in 
these the three black gular stripes — one median, and one at each 
side — can be recognized. The bill and cere are black. This dark 
form, at first supposed to be distinct, has for many years by most 
\TOters been regarded as identical wdth the ordinary variety 
(S, caligaius v, mveiis), and has been by several naturalists described 
as the old bird. But in several cases blackish nestlings, the pro- 
duce of dark-coloured parents, have been observed, in Java by 
Schlegel and Bernstein, and m Bengal by Cripps ; and whilst it is 
certain that the dark coloration is not due to age, the question 
has again arisen w’hether this dark S. limnaetus is not a distinct 
species. Both Gurney and Hume are doubtful as to whether the 
tw'o phases belong to the same species ; but until further evidence 
is forthcoming I prefer to keep the two together, as in Buzzards 
a similar melanistic phase is common. "Whitehead, in Labuan, 
shot from the nest a female in ordinary plumage, paired with a 
black male (Ibis, 1889, p. 71). 

A small insular form {S. andamanensis^ Tjrtler) occurs in the 
Andaman Islands, precisely resembling ordinary B, limnaetus in 
everything except size (length m a female 25‘6 ; tail 10*25 ; wing 
14*25 ; tarsus 3*6). 

Distribution, Throughout the sub-Himalayan forests as far west 
as Kumaun and probably to Kashmir; throughout Lower and 
Eastern Bengal, Assam, and the Burmese countries, the Malay 
Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, Java, and Elores. The dark variety 
has been found in Lower Bengal, the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, 
Borneo, and Java. The supposed occurrence of JS. limnaetus in 
the Indian Pemnsula is doubtless due to specimens of B, drrhatus 
in moult having been mistaken for it. 

HaUts^ Sfc. Precisely similar to those of B. cirrTiatus^ except 
that the breeding-season is from Eebruary to June, chiefly in 
April and May. 

1213. Spizaetus nepalensis. Hodgson’s HawTc-Eagle, 

Nisaetus nipalensis, Hodgson^ J, A, 8, B, v, p. 229, pi. 7 (1886) . 

Nisaetus nipalensis & pulcher, Hodgs, J, A, 8, B vi, p. 361 (1837). 

Spizaetus pulcher, Blyth^ J. A. S B, xii, p. 806 ; xiv, p. 175. 

Spizaetus nipalensis, Myth, Cat v.M; ^M, Cat i, p. 381 ; 

Hume^ Bough Notes j p. 210; Bharpe, Cat J3, M. i,p 267 ; Hume^ 
S, B, iii, p. 446 ; v, p. 126 ; Oates in Hume's N H 2nd ed. lii, 
p. 145. 

Limnaetus nipalensis, Jerdon, B, L i, p. 73 ; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 246 ; 
Gunm/, Ibis, 1877, p. 431 ; Hume, Cab, no. 36 , Davison, 8, F, 
X, p. 336. 

The jotted Hatok-Bagle, Jerdon; Handa’-panthi(mg,lj&gc}io„ 

Coloration, Adult Above dark brown, the scapulars and some 
other feathers with a coppery gloss ; crown and crest-feathers 
black, the latter 3 to 4 inches long and tipped white ; sides of head 
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also black, especially the broad cheek-stidpes ; ear-coverts streaked 
-v^nth brown; feathers of hind-neck dark brown with very pale 
edges ; median and larger wing-coverts lighter brown than small 
coverts ; quills brown above, pale grey Mow, with distant dark 
bars ; inner webs mottled with white near the base ; traces of 
dark bars are found on the scapulars and of white on the larger 
and median coverts ; rump and upper tail-coverts barred brown 
and white. Tail-feathers alternately barred black and brownis. 
grey above, pale grey beneath, the black bands the broader and 
usually 5 in number, one bemg concealed by the coverts, extreme 
naiTovv tips \\hitish; chin and throat white, with a broad black 
band down the middle, and bordered by black on each side ; fore- 
neck light brown ^^ith large black drops ; rest of lower plumage 
brown, generally chocolate-brown not very dark, with w^hite spots 
or imperfect bars interrupted at the shaft on each feather. 

Young birds have the head and neck above and at the sides 
bu:ffi or whitish, with larger or smaller brown centres to the 
feathers, white tips on the mantle and quills ; tail with 6 or 7 dark 
bars ; lower parts white or rufous-buff, sometimes with a few 
blackish-brown spots, chiefly on the breast. The crest is often 
small or wanting. In a further stage the buff and whitish edges 
to the upper plumage diminish, and there are large black-brown 
drops on the lower parts ; the thigh-coverts and vent sometimes 
pale rufous, sometimes brown, and more or less barred with white. 
Occasionally the tail is without bars. There is a gradual passage 
to the adult plumage. 

The feathering of the tarsus extends to part of the basal 
phalanx of the muddle toe. Bill black ; cere hoary black ; irides 
yellow ; feet dirty yellowish white {Hume\ 

Len^h of a male 27*5 ; tail 12*5 ; wing 17 ; tarsus 4*2 ; of a 
female — length 29 ; tail 13*5 ; wing 18*5 ; bill from gape 1*9. 

Bistrihution. The Himalayas, from Kashmir to Bhutan. This 
bird visits the plains of Northern India in the cold season, and has 
been found as far south as Seoni and Pachmarhi, but reports of its 
occurrence in Southern India and Ceylon probably all refer to the 
next species. Blyth described a specimen (as /S, jpvMier) received 
from the Khasi hills ; but this species has not since been observed 
in the hills south of Assam, nor in Burma. It occurs, however, 
in China and Japan. 

Habits, SfG, A forest Eagle, feeding on pheasants and other game- 
birds, and on hares and other small mammals. It breeds in India 
only, so far as is known, in the Himalayas, from January to early in 
May. The nest, a coarse structure of sticks, is placed in a large 
tree in dense forest or growing from a cliff ; and the eggs, two in 
number, are greenish white, sparingly spotted and streaked with 
reddish brown and pale purple, and measuring about 2*7 by 2*2. 
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1214. Spizagtns kelaarti. Legge^s HaxvTc-EagU, 

Spizaetus nipalensis, apud Layard^ A, M, N. S. (2) xii, p. 98 ; Blyth^ 
Ibis, 1866, p. 242, pt. ; Hume, S. F, vii, p, 36. 

Spizaetus kelaaxti, Xegge, IbtSj 1878, p. 202 ; id Birds Ceyl p. 61, 
pi. 1, 

Limnaetus kelaarti, Hume, 8, F. Tii, p. 611 ; id. Cat -no* 36 bis. 

This species is very closely allied to S. nejpalensis, but adults are 
distinguished by being less dark, the feathers of the head having 
pale edges, by the mSar and gular black stripes being much less 
developed, by the lower parts &om the breast being paler brown, 
and especially by the white cross-bars on the feathers of the 
breast and abdomen extending right across the feathers and 
including the shafts. The feathering of the tarsus extends to the 
base of the middle toe. The feet are said by Legge to be more 
robust and the claws larger, the hind claw measuring in a straight 
line from base to point 2*1, whilst in 8. nepaUnsis it never exceeds 
1*9. 

Young plumage imperfectly known : an immature male is brown 
above, the feathers with white edges, crown-feathers with broad 
buff margins; chin white unstriped, throat and fore-neck white 
with a few brown drops ; breast and abdomen light brown with 
white cross-bars. 

Length of female 81 ; tail 12*5 ; wing 19 ; tarsus 4*5 ; bill 
from gape 2. 

Distribution, Mountains of Ceylon and Southern India. I find 
in the British Museum two skins, collected by Mr. Bourdillon at 
Mynall in Travancore, that agree perfectly with Legge’s descrip- 
tion, except that the claws are not larger than in Himalayan birds, 
and Hume has already suggested (S. F. x, p. 336) that a skin from 
the Nilgiris may also have belonged to 8, TcelaartL 

Habits, Similar to those of 8, nepalensis, Hidification 
^unknown, 

1216. Spizstgtus albiniger. BlytVs HawTc-Eagle. 

Nisaetus alboniger, Blyth, J, Al, S, B, xiv, p. 178 (1846). 

Spizaetus albordgOT, Blyth, Cat p. 26 ; id, X A, 8, B, xiz, p. 836 ; 
Sharpe, Cat B, M, i, p, 271 ; Blyth, Birds Burm, p. 63 ; Hume 
^ Dao, 8, F, vi, p. 12 ; Oates, B, B, ii, p. 191. 

Limnaetus alboniger, Hume, Cat, no, 34 ter. 

Coloration, Adult, Above black, growing browner on the lower 
back and wings, black crest 2 to 2*76 inches long ; quills brown 
above, whitish below, with a few distant blackish bars and broad 
black tips, inner webs paler towards the base ; tail blackish brown 
above, with one very broad pale band about 2 inches from the end, 
and the tip pale ; chin and throat white, with black stnpes forming 
a median gular band ; breast white, with very large black spots ; 
abdomen, flanks, and rest of lower parts banded black and white, 
the bands narrower on the legs. 

At an earlier age, the sides of the head and the neck all round 
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are rufous-brown, black-shafted, the breast rufous with smaller 
black spots; the abdomen banded rufous-brown and white; the 
tail with 4 blackish cross-bars, the basal one concealed by the 
coverts, the last subterminal. 

In young birds the upper parts are pale brown ; the head and 
neck pale fawn-coloured, all feathers with whitish edges ; the crest 
alone black, tipped with white ; quills as in adults ; tail with 4 
blackish cross-bands, but narrower than in adults and less defined; 
lower parts buff. 

Bill dull black, base plumbeous; irides yellow; feet yellow 
(Davison), The feathers of the tarsus come down to the basal 
portion of the toes, farthest on the middle toe as in S. nepalensis. 

Length of a m^e 21'S ; tail 9*5 ; wing 12*5 ; tarsus 3 ; bill 
from gape 1*4. 

Distribution, Malay Peninsula, ranging into the extreme south 
of Tenasserim and to Borneo. Nothing particular is known of the 
habits. 


Genus CIRCAETIJS, Vieillot, 1816. 

Head large; bill moderate, much hooked, culmen rounded; 
nostril oval, oblique, overhung by bristles from the lores ; wings 
lo^, 8rd or 4th quid longest ; primaries much exceeding second- 
aries; tail rather long; tarsi naked, except near their upper 
extremities, clad with small rounded or subhexagonal imbricate 
scales all round. Toes short ; mid-toe without its claw about 
half the length of the tarsus, inner and outer toes without daws 
subequal; claws short, not much curved, subequal. 

This genus comprises five species, four exclusively African and 
one ranging to Europe and Asia and occurring in India. 

1216. Ciicaetus gallicus. The Short-toed Eagle, 

Falco gallicus, (hnel. Syst, Nat, i, p. 259 (1788). 

Circaetus gallicus, 19; E:orsf,^M,Catl,’g.bl\ Jerdon, 
B. L i, p. 76; JEume, Bough Notes, p. 217; id, N ^ E, p. 89; 
McMaster, J, A. S, B. xl, pt, 2, p. 207 ; A. Anderson, JP. Z, S, 
1872, p. 77 ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 280 ; Dresser, Birds Eur, 
V, p. 563, pis. 349, 350 ; Butler, S, iii, p. 446 ; v, p, 217 ; ix, 
p! 378 ; Fairhank, S, F, iv. p. 253 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 146 ; 
Davidson §• Wenden, S, F, vii, p. 74 ; Ball, ibid. p. 199 ; Doig, 
ibid, p, 503 ; JSume, Cat. no. 88 ; BM, S. F. x, p. 8 ; Davidson, 
ibid. p. 288; Taylor, ibid. p. 455; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 36; 
Oates in Swme’s N. ^ E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 150. 

Common Serpent Eagle, Jerdon ; Sampmar, H. ; Sapmaril, Beng. ; 
Mdlpastar, Can. ; Famtda gedda, Tel. ; Fandm prandu, Tam. ; BawaL 
Wagri; Kondatele, YerMi. 

Coloration, Adult, Forehead, lores, cheeks, and nhin whitish, 
with black bristles ; eyelids covered with white down ; ear-coverts 
brown with fine black lines ; upper parts generally brown ; shafts 
on head, back, and wing-coverts blackish; longer scapulars, 
primary and some secondary quills blackish brown outside, the 

2a2 
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quills white inside except at the tip and the primaries for some 
distance up each border ; all quills except first primaries with dark 
cross-bands ; tail brown above, white-tipped, whitish below, with 
dark cross-bands, generally 4 in number, the first concealed by the 
coverts ; the inner webs of all rectrices except the middle pair 



partly white ; chin, throat, and upper breast brown like the back, 
with dark shafts, some white at the base of the feathers generally 
showing ; lower breast, abdomen, and lower tail-coverts white, with 
a few brown subdistant spots or bars ; lower wing-coverts and 
axillaries barred brown and white. 

In young birds the upper parts are paler; the head whitish 
with dark shafts, and the white bases of the feathers conspicuous ; 
lower parts white, with brown shaft-streaks on chin, throat, and 
upper breast, and a few scattered spots of light brown or rufous on 
the lower breast and abdomen. Birds of the second year have 
the upper parts like adults, broad brown stripes on the throat 
and breast, and more numerotis brown spots than the nestlings on 
the abdomen. 

Bill pale greyish blue, tip blackish ; cere whitish ; irides bright 
orange-yellow ; legs and feet pale earthy greyish brown {Hume), 

Len^h of a mde 26 ; tail 1 1*5 ; wing 21 : of a female — length 
28 ; tafi 13 ; wing 22 ; tarsus 3*75 ; bill from gape 2*3. 

Distribution, Central and Southern Europe, Northern Africa, 
Central and South-western Asia, extending east to Northern 
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China, and all over India m suitable tracts from the base of the 
Himalayas and from Sind to Lower Bengal, but not in Ceylon 
nor the countries east of the Bay of Bengal. A resident species. 

Eahtts, The Short-toed Eagle is chiefly found in open 
country and cultivated ground, and is sometimes seen perched on 
a tree, hut more frequently circling in the air or beating over the 
ground and bushes like a Harrier. Both Jerdon and Hume notice 
its habit of hovering like a Kestrel, and dropping softly on its 
pey, not vith a rush. It feeds chiefly on snakes, lizards, and 
frogs, but vdll eat rats, crabs, or large insects. It breeds on trees 
(very prely on clife), and lays a single egg between January and 
May, in a loosely constructed nest of sticks, sometimes lined with 
grass or green leaves. The egg is a broad oval, bluish white, 
without spots, and measures about 2*9 by 2’3. 

Genus SPILORIHS, G. E. Gray, 1840. 

This genus is distinguished from Circaetus by having a broad 
nuchal crest covering the whole nape, and by peculiar coloration, 
brown above and below in adults, with numerous rounded white 
spots or ocelli on the lower parts. The bill is rather elongate 
and well hooked at the end, the festoon on the edge of the upper 
mandible small or wanting; nostrils oval, oblique; lores nearly 
naked. The wings are short and rounded, the 4th or 5th quill 
longest ; tarsus, toes, and claws as in Gircaetm, 

Sjpilo^'nis ranges throughout the Oriental region and comprises 
6 or 7 species, of which three are found within our limits. 

Key to the JSjpecm* 

a. Pale wing-bar near tips of quills broader than 
a^’oinmg dark interspace. 
a\ Dark brown on back, with metallic gloss; 

wing 15-21 8, cheela, p. 367. 

h\ Earthy brown on back, little or no gloss; 

wing 11-12 8, mmimuSf p. 861. 

h. Last p^e wing-bar narrower than dark inter- 
space in front of it 8. elgini^ p, 361. 

1217. Spilomis cheela. The Qrested Sm^jgent-Eagle, 

Falco cheela, Latham, Ind, Orn, i, p. 14 (1790). 

Heematomis undnlatus, Vigors, P. Z. 8. 1831, p. 170. 

Oircjeetus nipalensis, JSodgson, As, JRes. xviii, pt. 2, pi. p. 17 (1833). 
Hsematomis cheela, Blytk, J, A, 8. JB. xiv, p. 180 ; id. Gat, p. 19 ; 

Sorsf. ^ M, Cat, i, p. 60 ; Layard, A, M, M, JK, (2) xii, p. 
Spilomis cheela, Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 77 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 242 ; 
JSume, Bough Notes, p. 222; ^dw.^Aust, J, A, 8, B xxsdx. 
pt. 2, p. 93 ; A. Anderson, P. Z, 8, 1872, p. 77 ; 8harpe, Cat, B, M, 
1 , p 287 ; Blyth ^ WaM, Birds Bvrm, p. 60 ; Mwm ^ Oates, 
8, K, iii, p. 28 ; Fairhank, 8, F, iv, p. 263 ; Wardtaw Bamsay, Ibis, 
1877, p. 464; Blanford,8,F,Y,v,24S; KumejCdt, no. S9 ; Scully, 
8, F. viii, p. 224; Vidal, 8. F. be, p. 31 ; Beid, 8, F, x, p. 8 ; 
Davidson, ibid, p. 288 ; Davison, ibid, p. 336 ; C, H. T, Marshall, 
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KnSf 1884, p. 407 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 193 ; id. in Hunie^s N. E, 
Slid ed. iii, p. 153 ; Bames, Birds Bom, p 37 ; Salvadori, Ann, 
Mils. Civ, Gen, (2) iv, p. 671 ; Littledale, Jow. Bom, N, El, Soc, v 
p. 196. 

Spilomis undulatus, Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 90 
Spilornis rutlLerfoToi, Sivmhoe, Ibis, 18/0, p. 85; Blytk Wald, 
Birds Burm, p. 60; Hume, S, F, iii, p. 28 ; v, p, 10 ; Hume ^ Bav, 
8, F, vi, p. 14 ; id. Cat, no. 39 ter ; Bingham, 8, F, ix, p. 144 ; 
Oates, B, B, ii, p. 194 ; id, in Hume's N, ^ B, 2nd ed. iii, p. 156 ; 
Cryg/ps, 8, F, xi, p. 11. 


8o%ith-Indian and Ceylonese Face, 

Falco albidus, Cuv, Temm, FI, Col, pi. 19 (1824). 

Buteo melanotis, Jerdon, Madr, Jour, L, 8, xiii, p. 166 (1844). 

Hsematomis spilogaster, Blyth, J A, 8, B, xsi, p, 361 (1852); 
Layard, A. M, N, H, (2) 3ii, p, 100. 

Spilomis spilogaster, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 243 ; Blanford, J, A, 8. B, 
3d, pt. 2, p. 270 ; Hume, 8, F, vii, p. 512 ; id. Cat, 39 bis a ; Legge, 
Birds Ceylon^ p. 61 ; Barker, 15^, 1886, p. 182 ; Oates in Hume's 
N, ^ E. 2nd ed. lii, p. 157. 

Spilomis bacba, apud Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 336 ; Holdsworth, P. Z, 8, 
1872, p. 412. 

Spdonus minor, Hume, N, P. p. 42 (1873). 

Spilomis melanotis, 8harp€, Cat. B. M, i, p. 289 ; Hume ^ Bmird, 
8. F. p* 358 ; Fairbanl, 8, F, v, p. 392 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1878, 
p. 97 ; bavidson ^ Wenden, 8. F, yii, p. 74; Ball, ibid. p. 199; 
Hume, ibid, p. 340 ; id. Cat. no. 39 bis ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p. 32 ; 
Butler, ibid. p. 373 ; Bavison, 8, F. x, p. 337 ; Oates in Hume's N, 
^ B, 2nd ed. iii, p. 156 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p, 37. 

Andaman Face, 

Hsematomis cbeela, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p, 314; Ball, J,A,8. Bw 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 240. 

Spilornis bacba, apud Hume, Fovgh Notes, p. 230, pt. 

Spilornis dayisoni, Hume, 8, F, i, p. 307 (1873) ; ii, pp. 147, 491 ; 
iv, p 281 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 98 ; Hume, Cat. no. 39 qnat. 

Spilorms rutberfordi, apud Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 298. 

Furj bag, Bogra Chil, H. (Sabaranpur) ; Tilai bag, 8abchur, B. ; NaUa 
pamula geddei, Tel ; Botta Genda, Gond ; Goom, Can. ; Muraycda, Mabr. j 
Fajaliya, Ging. ; Kadumbien, Tam. (Ceylon) ; boun-zoon, Burmese. 

Coloratwn, Adult, Crown and nape with full crest black, basal 
half or more of the feathers white; nape-feathers generally tipped 
with brown ; lores nearly naked, bearing a few black bristles oiily; 
car-coverts blackish ashy; upper parts dark brown with a rich 
purple or ruddy gloss; smaller wing-coverts blackish, generally 
with small white spots ; quills blackish, with three bars brown 
above, whitish below, that farthest from the base of the feathers is 
by far the broadest, and is 3 or 4 inches from the tips, the basal 
two are sometimes confluent; upper tail-coverts tipped white, 
as are sometimes the back-feathers, scapulars, and secondary 
quills ; tail brown at the base, thence ^most black, with one broad 
white or whity-browu bar, tip pale; lower parts brown, some- 
times dark umber, sometimes pale and tawny, sometimes rufous j 
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chin and throat more or less tinged or streaked with black or ashy; 
fore-neck and upper breast, as a rule, closely barred with pale 
brown; lower breast and abdomen, flanks, under wing-K30Yerts> 
and axillaries ornamented with ocelli that are white surrounded 
with dark brown, these spots passing into dark-edged cross-bars,, 
more or less broken, on the vent, thigh-coverts, and lower tail- 
coverts. The variation in the coloration of the lower parts and 
in size is unusually great in this Eagle. 

In young birds the crown and nape-feathers are white, with 
black and brown tips; the upper plumage of various shades^Jof 
brown, the ends of the feathers generally darker, and the base 
white, many feathers with white tips ; lower parts, including the 
wing-lining, white with dark shafts or shaft-stripes on the breast ; 
the whitish bars on the wings and tail are more numerous than in 
adults, generally there are 2 well-marked pale bands on the tail 
beyond the coverts. 



Fig. 90. — ^Head of 3. cheela, f . 


As the bird grows older bars and ocelli appear on the lower 
parts. When nearly adult, there is still much white on the wing- 
lining, and remains of the second pale tail-bar may often be traced 
even in full-grown birds. In the intermediate stage the chin is 
very black, there are still dark shaft-stripes to the barred breast- 
feathers, and sometimes a few small white ocelli on the upper 
breast. 

Bill plumbeous, bluish black at tip and on culmen ; cere, skin of 
lores, and gape bright, or in some dingy lemon-yellow; irides 
intense yellow ; legs and feet pale dingy yellow. 

Distribution. Throughout the Oriental region in suitable places, 
ascending the Himalayas to 4000 or 5000 feet. Very rare in the 
north-west of India, but I have seen this bird even in the Sind 
hills. There are several well-marked races so different in size and 
coloration as to have been generally kept distinct ; these are : — 

(1) Typical S. cheela. This is the largest form — ^length about' 
29 inches ; tail 18 ; wing 20 ; tarsus 4 ; bill from gape 1*9 : male 
rather smaller than female in general, but there is no constant 
difference. The breast and fore-neck are closely and distinctly 
barred, sometimes the throat also, the chin and throat are often 
black, and in adults there is a single broad whitish band on the 
tail. This form is found in Northern India from Sind and Kashmir 
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to Bengal, especially at tlie base of the Himalayas, and stragglers 
have been met with throughout the Peninsula, there being one 
from Mysore in the Hume collection. 

(2) The race found in Assam, Cachar, and Burma is by Hume, 
rightly, I thinh, identified with the Hainan S. rutJierfordi, The 
breast is generally barred, though less distinctly than in typical 
S, eJieela, and the barring becomes less distinct in many Southern 
specimens. The chin and throat are dark ashy grey. As a rule, 
there is a second pale tail -bar, less distinct than the posterior one, 
just beyond the coverts; wings 17 to 18 inches long in Assamese and 
Horth-Burmese birds, in Tenasserim specimens the whole length 
is 23 to 28, tail 9*5 to 11, wing 15*25 to 18, tarsus 3*5 to 3*62. 

(3) The Andaman race /8. daviso7ii, specimens of which have 
also been obtained in the Hicobars. This is simply a miniature of 
S. niiherfordu Length 22 to 24, tail 10, wing 15, tarsus 3*7, bill 
from gape 1*7. Some Tenasserim specimens seem undistinguishable. 

Purther south, in the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and 
Borneo, is another small form, S. paUidus, Walden (Ibis, 1872, 
p. 363 ; Cat. B. M. i, p. 290, pi. ix), without any bars on the 
breast ; wing about 14. 

(4) The common form throughout the Indian Peninsula differs 
from typical /8. cJieela in wanting the barring on the breast, or 
only exhibiting the merest trace of it, in rarely having any black 
on the chin, and in often having two bands on the tad, the upper 
band being more or less indistinct. To the northward this race 
is but little smaller than JS. eheela^ and has a wing of about 18, 
but to the southward and in Ceylon the wing vanes from 14*5 
to 17. This form is 8, melamtisi the Ceylon race has been 
distinguished as 8, spilogaster. If we had only this race and 
typical 8, cfmla to consider they might well be separated, but 
,some small South-Indian and Ceylonese birds are, as G-urney has 
shown, not distinguishable from specimens from the Malay 
Peninsula and Sumatra, and these pass gradually into the large 
northern 8, ckeela through 8. rutJierfordi, This case is therefore 
similar to that of Gaprimulgus •niacirurus (p. 189). Probably 
SpUomis cJieela offers the most remarkable instance in Indian 
birds of the diminution of size to the southward. 

Habits, ^e. This Eagle is usually found on trees near water, 
especially the fine trees along irrigation-channels and canals in 
Upper India, and along stream-beds in the lower Himalayas and 
in the Cent^ Provinces and Southern India. It may also be 
seen soaring and may be at once recognized by the strongly 
marked bars on its wings and tail, and by its loud plaintive cry, 
which it frequently utters on the wing. It feeds on snakes, 
lizards, and frogs, occasionally on small mammals, on birds, and 
on insects. It breeds on trees in March, April, and May, making 
a nest of sticks about 2 feet in diameter, lined with a pad of green 
leaves. It lays usually one egg, sometimes two, more or less 
densely streaked and spotted with brownish red and purple, and 
measuring about 2*78 by 2*2. 
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1218. Spilornis minimus. The Little Nicobar Soyent-Eagle. 

Spilomis minimus, JSumej S, F. i, p. 464 ; li, p. 149 ; iv, p. 282 ; %d. 
Cat. no. 39 sept. ; Gurney^ Ibisy 1878, p. 101. 

Coloration. Adult. Crown and nape black, the feathers white at 
the base and for more than half their len^h ; upper parts dull 
umber-brown, with little or no metallic gloss ; quills blackish at 
the end, then a broad bar pale brown below, brown above, next a 
blackish bar narrower than the pale one, then another pale band, 
inner webs above this mostly white ; tail blackish brown, with two 
paler brown bars ; ear-coverts and lower parts brown, but paler 
than back ; upper breast without bars ; lower breast, abdomen, 
and thigh-coverts with broad white spots, the borders of the spots 
scarcely darker than the spaces between; inner wing-coverts 
chiefly white. 

Young very similar to that of S. cheela. 

Bill light blue, dark horny at tip ; cere, gape, orbital skin, and 
irides bright yellow ; legs and feet also yellow {Hume). 

Length about 19 ; tail 8 ; wing 11-5 ; tarsus 3 ; bill from 
gape 1’6. 

Distribution. The Nicobar Islands, whence several specimens 
were obtained by Mr. Hume. 


1219. Spilomis elgiui. The Andaman Serpent-Bagle. 

Hsematomis elgini, Tytler, JBlyth, J A. S. B. xxxii, p. 87 (1863) : id. 
Ibis, 1863, p, 118 ; Beavan, Ibis, 1807, p 314. 

Spilomis hacha, apud Hume, Rough Notes, p. 230, pt. ; BaU, J. A.3.B. 
xli, pt. 2, p. 275 ; td. S. F. i, p. 62 ; nec Daudm. 

Spilornis elgini, Walden, Ibis, 1873, p. 299 ; Hume, S. F. ii, p. 144 ; 
Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 291 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 101 ; Hume, 
Cat, no. 39 sex. 

Coloration. Lores and space round eye naked, more so than in 
S. cheela, only bearing a few scattered whitish hairs ; crown and 
nape black, the feathers more or less fringed with brown and 
their basal two-thirds white; plumage above and below dark 
chocolate-brown, with a slight ruddy gloss above ; a few minute 
white specks of irregular form on the upper wing-coverts and 
upper t^-coverts, and frequently on the back and scapulars, and 
larger round white spots on the breast (in many cases extending 
to the upper breast), abdomen, under tail- and wing-coverts, 
flanks and axillaries ; no barring on the breast ; moustachial band 
and ear-coverts blackish ; quills blackish brown, with from 3 to 5 
narrow broken cross-bars, pale brown above, whitish below, some- 
times almost obsolete ; tail black, with two pale cross-bars, whity 
brown above, whitish below, the posterior the broader, but less 
than an inch wide. 

Young birds appear only to differ in being rather paler, with 
the feathers of the head, above and below, mostly white ; the 
crown and nape with brown subterminal bands, and the chin with 
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brown streaks. There are three pale cross-bands on the tail, that 
in front the narrowest. In a very large series now in the British 
Museum, not one has white underparts like the young of S, cheela. 

Bill pale horny, bluish homy, or fleshy, darker on the culmen ; 
cere, lores, and orbital region bright or lemon yellow ; irides bright 
yellow ; feet and legs yellow {Hume). 

Len^h about 22; tail 9*25; wing 14; tarsus 3*25; bill from 
gape 1-6. 

JDistributian. The Andaman Islands ; there is also one specimen 
in the British Museum from the Micobars. 


G-enus BUTASTXJE, Hodgson, 1843, 

This is a genus that was at one time placed amongst the 
Buzzards, but, despite some resemblance in habits, the differences 
in the characters of the tarsus and in the eggs show that the 
alliance is not real. In the two characters named, the members 
of the present genus, or Buzzard-Eagles, as they have been termed, 
come nearest to Circaetm, from which, however, they differ in size 
and plumage, shape of wing, and proportions of toes. 

In ButastuT {Poliorms of Kaup) the size is small, scarcely ex- 
ceeding that of a Crow. The bill is compressed and the culmen 
curved from the base; the commissure generally has a festoon, 
sometimes a well-marked one ; the nostrils are oval and oblique. 
The wings are long, reaching nearly to the end of the tail, which 
is slightly rounded ; the 3rd quill is longest, the 4th nearly equal 
to it, the 2nd and 5th considerably shorter and not very diSerent 
in length, the first four emarginate inside. Tarsus naked, without 
transverse shields, covered with imbricate scales that are rather 
larger in front ; toes short. There is no difference in size between 
the sexes. 

Eour species are known, one of which is African, the other three 
occur in India or Burma. 

Key to the Si^ecies* 


a* Tail more or less rufous, with narrow dark cross- 
bars or none. 

a\ Quills chiefly brown above B, teesa, p. 362. 

Quills chiefly rufous above B. Uventer^ p. 364. 

J. Tail not tinged with rufous, and with broad dark 
cross-ban& broader than the interspaces in 
adults j5. indicuSy p. 365. 


1220. Butastur teesa. The White-eyed Buzzard-Eagle, 

Circa teesa, EranMiny F. Z. S, 1831, p. 116. 

Astur hyder, Syhesy F, Z. S 1832, p. 79. 

Buteo teesa, J\ E, Gray in Hardw, III, Ind, Zool, ii, pi. 30 ; Jerdorif 
Madr, Jour, L, 8, x, p. 76. 
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JButastur teesa, JSodgs. J, A. 3. B. xii, p. 311 j Sharpej Cat. B. M. i, 
p. 296 ; Blanf. JEastern Persia^ ii, p. 113 , BCume ^ JDav. 3. F. vi, 
p. 19 ; Ballf 3. F. vii, p. 199 ; Boig, 3. F. viii, p 370 ; Ekme.^ 
Cat no. 48 ; Vidal, 3. lf\ ix, p 33 j Butler, ibid. p. 374; ^td, 3. F. 
Xj p, 10 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 195 ; %d. in BLumds N. ^ F. 2nd ed, 
iii, p. 168; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 44; 3t. John, Ibis, 1889^ 
p. 163. 

Poliomis teesa, Kaup, Class. 3auffth. Vog. p. 122 (1844) ; Blgth, 
Cat. p. 21 ; JSorrf. §• M. Cat i, p. 40 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 92 ; JSume, 
Baugh Notes, p. 286 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 3. 1872, p. 78 ; 1876, 
p. 25 ; Biume, 3. F. i, p. 159 ; iii, p. 31 ; Butler, 3. F. iii, p. 447. 

The Whiter^ed Buzzard, Jerdon ; Tisa, H. ; Buda-mali gedda, Tel. ; 
Tellur, Yerkli. 

Coloration. Adult Upper parts brown, often tinged with 
rufous, the feathers with dark shafts; a white nuchal patch 
formed by the bases of the feathers; 
narrow forehead and lores white ; median 
wing-coverts much mottled and some- 
times barred with white ; quills brown 
above, whitish beneath, pure white to- 
wards the base, generally with dark bars 
towards the tips ; the primanes with 
blackish ends ; upper tad-coverts usually 
more rufous than back ; tad-feathers 
either rufous or brown, with a rufous 
tinge above, wbity brown below, each 
with a subterminal blacbsh patch, and in 
most birds with narrow subdistant black- 
ish bands, which apparently grow indis- 
tinct with age and disappear in old birds ; 
chin and throat white, wdth three dark 
brown stripes, one median, two others 
forming a border to the white on each 
side; sides of head and neck and breast 

Fig. 91. — Left foot of brown ; the breast-feathers dark-shafted, 

B. teesa, |. becoming spotted and banded with white 

on the lower breast and abdomen, and passing into white, more or 
less banded with pale rufous, on the lower abdomen, thigh-coverts, 
and lower tail-coverts. 

In the young the feathers of the crown and nape have rufous or 
buff edges, or the head is buff or white with dark shaft-stripes on 
the crown ; there is a broad buff or white superciHum ; the ear- 
coverts are partly or wholly brow^n; wdng-coverts much mixed 
with white ; and the lower parts are white or buff, with dark shaft- 
stripes on the throat, breast, and upper abdomen. Gular stripes 
wanting or very narrow. The passage into the adult plumage is 
gradual, in one stage arrow-head markings replace the stripes on 
the lower plumage. 

Cere, gape, and base of lower mandible orange, ternain^ portion 
of both mandibles black ; irides pale yellowish white in adults, 
brown in young birds ; legs and feet dingy orange-yellow. 
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Length about 17 ; tail 7 ; wing 11*5 ; tarsus 2*3 ; mid toe without 
claw 1*3 ; bill from gape 1*3, 

Bistrihution. Common throughout the greater part of India, in 
open plains and cultivated country, in low scrub and occasionally 
in high jungle, but not in hill-forest ; rare in Malabar and Lower 
Bengal and in Southern India generally, and wanting in Ceylon 
and in the Himalayas ; not rare in the desert regions of Western 
India and m Baluchistan ; to the eastward this species is found 
throughout Pegu and probably jS’orthern Burma generally, extend- 
ing to Northern Tenasserun. 

Habits^ This is a bird with a quick flight, compared by 
Jerdon to that of the Kestrel. It may generally be seen seated 
on trees or bushes or the ground, and it feeds on small mammals 
and reptiles, frogs, crabs, and insects. It has a peculiar plaintive 
cry. The nest is of sticks, without lining, and placed in a thick 
tree, very often a mango : 3 eggs, or sometimes 4, are laid about 
April ; they are, as a rule, nearly white, but spotted eggs have 
occasionally been found. The eggs measure about 1*83 by 1*53. 

1221. Butastur liventer. The Rufous-winged Buzzard-Eagle. 

Falco liventer, Temm. PI. Col pi. 438 (1827). 

Poliomis liventer, Walden.^ Tr. Z. 8. viii, p. 37 ; Sume, Nl ^ E. 
p. 60 ; td. 8. F. i, p. 319 ; iii, p. 31 ; Blyth §* Wald. Birds Burm. 
p. 61 ; Armstrong^ 8. F, iv, p. 299. 

Butastur liventer, 8harpef Cat. B. M. i, ^ 296 ; Oates^ 8. F. v, 
p. 142 ; vii, p. 40 ; Hume ^ Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 21 , Hume, Cat. 
no. 48 ter , Oates, B. B. ii, p. 196 ; id. in Hume's N. ^ E. 2iid 
ed. ill, p. 161, 

Coloration. Adult. Head and neck all round ashy brown ; chin 
and throat more or less white ; back and wing-coverts rufescent 
brown ; a variable amount of white or pale rufous mottling and 
barring on the wing-coverts ; rump and upper tail-coverts dull 
rufous-brown ; all the feathers of the upper surface dark-shafted j 
quiUs bright rufous outside, the tips and the outer web towards 
the end brown, white inside, whity brown near the end, with 
narrow dark bars on the secondaries and the terminal portion of 
the primaries ; tail bright rufous above, whitish below, crossed by 
4 or 5 narrow dark bars, the last broader and subterminal ; these 
bars disappear with age ; lower parts greyish brown, the breast 
dark-shafted ; abdomen with spots and bars of white increasing 
posteriorly ; vent, lower tail-coverts, and wing-lining pure white. 
Axillaries light rufous-brown barred with white. 

Young birds are browner, without grey on the head, neck, or 
breast ; there is a whitish superciHum, and the white bases of the 
feathers show on the nape ; the crown is light brown or rufous 
with dark shaft-stripes ; indeed the shaft-stripes are conspicuous 
throughout the plumage ; the upper tail-coverts show sometimes 
pale bands ; the chin and throat are white, with dark median and 
lateral stripes ; and the brown of the breast is often barred with 
white or buff. 
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Bill and cere orange, the tips of both mandibles brown • iris 
yellow; legs yellow ; claws dark homy {Oates). 

Len^h 15‘6; tail 5‘75; wing 11; tarsus 2-4; bill from 
gape 1‘35. 

JhstriJmtion. Probably throughout Burma; common in Pegu 
rare or wanting in Southern Tenasserim, found also in Sim’ 
Borneo, Java, and Celebes. ' 

Habits, 4re. Very similar to those of JB. teesa, this species in- 
habiting open country and the banks of rivers, and feeding on 
snakes and crabs (freshwater). The nest has been described by 
Oates and Peilden, who found it on trees in March ; both nest and 
eggs precisely like those of B. fsesa. 

1222. Butastur indicus. The Ghey-faeed Buzzardr-Eayle. 

Falco indicus, Gm. Shjst. Hat. i, p. 264 (1788). 

Faloo poliogenys, Temm. PI. Col. pi. 325 (1825). 

Buteo pygmseus, BlyA, J. A. S B. xiv, p. 177 (1846) ; id. Cat. p. 29, 

Pohorms poliogenys, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 245 ; Hwme, Bough Nates, 
p. 290« 

Butastur indicus, Sharpe, Cat B, M. i, p. 297 ; Hume Hav. S. H 
Ti, p. 19 ; Hume, Cat no. 48 bis , Oates, B. B. ii, p. 197. 

Poliornis indicus, Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 61. 

Oohrationo Above brown, dark-shafted ; the head, neck, and 
back greyish; sides of forehead and lores white, with black 
bristles ; sides of head more ashj, the whire bases of the feathers 
showing shghtly on the nape ; wing-coverts and outer webs of 
secondaries tinged and mottled with rufous to a varying extent * 
quills brown above, the inner webs rufous-brown, whitish below| 
white towards the base, subdistantly barred with dark brown; 
tips of primaries blackish ; upper taal-feathers tipped and barred 
white; tail brown above, whitj brown below, with usually 4 
(rarely 3 or 5) distinct broad blackish cross-bars, nearly or quite 
as broad as the interspaces, the first bar partly concealed by the 
taiL-coverts, the last not quite at the tip ; the bars are indistinct 
or wanting on the outer pair of tail-feathers ; throat white, with 
three dark stripes, one median, two lateral, sometimes indistinct ; 
breast and abdomen rufescent ashy brown, a few white spots on 
the upper breast, which become irregular bars on the lower breast 
and abdomen, the brown bars growing narrower on the lower 
abdomen and thigh-coverts ; under tail-coverts white. 

In the ypung the feathers of the crown and nape have rufous 
edges and conspicuous white bases, there is no grey on the head 
or back, and the lower parts are huffy white with rufous-brown 
longitudinal streaks ; the dark marks on the tail are much nar- 
rower than the spaces between and often indistinct. 

End of both mandibles black ; base of bill, cere, and gape orange- 
yellow ; irides bright yellow ; legs and feet the same. 

Len^h about 17 ; tail 7’5 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill from 
gape 1*3. 

Bistrihition, Eastern Asia from Japan and China to the 
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Malayan Peninsula and islands as far as the Philippines, Celebes, 
and iNTew Guinea. In Tenasserim this bird has been found, 
though not common, as far north as Amherst. Yeiy little is 
known of the habits, which apparently are similar to those of 
other species of Butashcr, 

Genus HALIAETTJS, Savigny, 1810. 

Bill stout ; culmen straight at the base, then greatly curved ; 
festoon generally w^ell marked but variable. ISTostrils rounded. 
Wings long ; 3rd quill generally longest, 4th and 5th but little 
shorter. Tail rounded or cuneate at the end. Tarsus stout, of 
moderate length, its upper third feathered in front, middle third 
or more scutate in front. Toes scutate above ; claws moderate in 
size, not very unequal, grooved beneath. 

This genus contains the Sea-Eagles proper, and is found on most 
tropical and temperate sea-coasts, except those of South America. 
Three species are Indian, and they differ somewhat in structure, 
so that each has been made the type of a distinct genus. 

Key to the Species. 

a. Wing less than 24 inches long. 

A well-marked ruff of lanceolate feathers ; 
tail slightly rounded ; a white band across 

middle of tail in adidts JT. leucorypTm, p. S66. 

b\ No distinct ruff; outer tail-feathers at least 
1 inch shorter than middle pair ; head, 

^ lower parts, and end of tail white in adults. JT. leucogaster, p, 368. 

b. Wing 24-26 inches , tail wedge-shaped, white 

in adults JS, athtdlla^ p. 369. 

1223. Haliagtos leucoryphus. Kallases Mshing-EagTe. 

Aquila leucor^ha, Pall Peis. Puss. Petchsj i, p. 464 (1771). 
Haliaetus fulviventer, VieUl Nom. Diet. d^Hist. Nat. xxviii, p. 283 

K . 

acei, Teynm. PI. Col. pis. 8, 223 (1824). 

Haliaetus macei, Blyth, Cat. i, p 30 , Horsf. <§• M. Cat. i,p. 65 ; Irby, 
PiSf 1861, p. 222 , Kume^ if, I* jS*. p. 45 ; id. S. F. i, p. 159 ; Adam, 
S. F. i, p. 368 ; Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 447. 

Haliaetus unicolor, J. B. Gray inPTardto. III. Ind. Zool. i, pi. 19 (1830“ 
32) ; Jet^don, Ibis, 1871, p. 336. 

HaHaeetus albipes, PLodgsm, J. A. 8. B. v, p. 228 (1836). 

Ouncuma albipes, Kodgson, J. A. 8. B, vi, p, 367. 

Haliaetus fulviventer, Jerdon, B. L i, p. 82 ; Qodw.’-Amt. J. A. 8. B. 
xxxix, pt. 2, p. 265. 

Haliaetus leucoryphus, Blythy Ibis, 1866, p. 244; Hume, Pough Notes, 
p. 242 ; id Cat. no. 42 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 77 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M i, p. 308 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 454 ; mme Dav. 
8. F. vi, p. 17 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 199 ; Cripps, ibid, p, 249 ; Scully, 
8. F. yiii, p. 224 ; Doig, ibid. p. 37^ PM, 8. F. x, p. 9 ; Oates, 
B. B, ii. p. 200 ; id. in Humds N. ^ M, 2nd. ed. iii, p. loS ; Barnes, 
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Birds Bom. p. 40 ; Kwm^ 3. F. xi, p. 12 j Sharpe^ Yarkand Miss.^ 

AveSf p. 8. 

The Bing-tailed 8ea-FagUj Jerdon ; Machurang, Maohmanga, Dhenh, 
Pair4s, H. ; Korcd, Mackkoral^ Beng. ; Nep^; Kokna^ 

JJguSj KoL 



Fig. 92. — Head of H, leucoryphubj 


Qoloration. Forehead whitish ; crown, nape, and hind-neck fulvous, 
passing on the upper back into the dark brown of the back, wings 
above and below, rump, base and end of tail ; the brown with a 
slight purplish gloss in fresh plumage ; sides of head and neck with 
the chin and throat whitish, rest of lower parts brown, darker on 
the lower abdomen and flanks ; a white band about 4 inches wide 
across the tail, about 3 inches from the end. 

Young almost uniformly brown above, quills and tail-feathers 
very dark brown ; ear-coverts dark ; lower parts paler and greyer 
than upper. 

Bill dark plumbeous, cere and gape light plumbeous 5 irides 
greyish yellow ; legs and feet dull white ; claws black (Oates). 

There is a distinct rufE of long lanceolate feathers around the 
neck, the outer tail-feathers are not much shorter than the middle 
pair, and the wings nearly or quite reach the end of the tail. 
Lower fourth of the tarsus not scutate in front. 

Length of a female about 33 ; tail 12 ; wing 23 5 tarsus 4*2 ; 
bill from gape 2*9. In males the wing is 1 to 2 inches 
shorter. 

This bird is the t 3 rpe of Ouncwma of Hodgson, a name wrongly 
applied by some writers to leucogaster. It is a question whether 
the present form is not entitled to generic distinction. 

Distribution. Probably throughout Southern and Central Asia 
as far west as the Persian Gufi, the Caspian and the Black Sea. 
Common in Northern India and in Burma, but wanting in Southern 
India and Ceylon. 

Habits^ This is a river and marsh haunter in India, and does 
not appear to have been observed on the coast in Horthem India 
and Burma ; it is common about large rivers, tidal creeks, lakes, and 
the large marshes or jheels of the ^uvial plains through which the 
Indus, Ganges, Brahmaputra, Irrawaddy, and other rivers flow. 
It has a loud shrieking call-note, and it feeds principally on fish, 
but also on water-birds, snakes, frogs, &c. The breeding-season 
extends from [November to February; the nest, a huge platform of 
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sticks, is placed in the fork o£ a tree ; and the eggs, usually 3 but 
sometimes 2 or 4 in number, are greyish white and unspotted, very 
dark green when looked through against a light, and about 2*77 long 
by 2-17 broad. 

1224. Haliaetus leucogaster. The WTiite-hellied Sea-^Eagle, 

Falco leucogaster, G7nel. Si/st. Nat, i, p. 257 (1788). 

Falco blagi’us, Naudin, Traite^ ii, p 70 (1800). 

Ilalijfietus blagrus, Jerdon, Madi Join . L, S, x, p 65. 

Ichthyaetiis cultrunguis, JBlgth, J A 8 B. xi, p. 110 (1842). 

Blagrus leucogaster, Blyth, p, 30; id, Bh^ds Bmma, p. 64. 
Hahaetus leucogaster, Horsf M Cat, i, p. 56 ; Jerdon, B. I i, p. 84 ; 
Ballj J, A, S. B, xli, pt* 2, p. 276 ; id, S. F. i, p 53 ; \ii, p 199 ; 
Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p 307 ; Kume Dav, S, F, vi, p. 17 ; Gurney, 
Ibis, 1878, p. 453 ; Hwne, Cat. no. 43 ; Vidal, S. F. ix, p. 32 ; Legge, 
Birds Ceyl p. 67 ; Simson, Ibis, 1882, p. 90 ; Oates^ B. B, ii, p. 199 ; 
td, in Munie’s N. ^ F, 2nd ed. iii, p. 161 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, 
p. 42. 

Guncuma leucogaster, Hume, Bough Notes, p 259; id. N. ^ F, 
p.48 ; id. S. F. ix, p. 149 ; iv, pp. 423, 461 ; Ai'msti'ong, S. F, iv, 
p. 298. 

The Grey-backed Sea-Fagle, J erdon ; Kohassa, H. ; Samp-inar, in Orissa ; 
Ala, Tam. and Tel.; Loko-rajaliya, Oing.; KadaUAla, Tam in Ceylon. 

Coloration, Head and neck all round, lower parts, and terminal 
third of tail white, sometimes with narrow dark shafts on the neck 
and breast ; back and wings dark ashy tinged with brown, quills 
and basal two-thirds of tail blackish. 

The yonng are brown above, many of the feathers with fulvous 
edges, broadest and whitish on the head ; ear-coverts dark ; lower 
parts fulvous or rufous white, more or less mixed with brown, the 
upper breast all brown ; tail white or whitish, with the terminal 
portion brown but pale tipped. 

Bill dark leaden ; cere paler ; irides hazel-brown ; legs and feet 
whitish {Legge). There is no ruff around the neck; the wings 
extend to (or according to Jerdon beyond) the wedge-shaped 
extremity of the tail. Tarsus scutate in front almost to base of 
toes, and a patch of irregular broad scutes behind. 

Length of female about 28, tail 11, wing 22-5, tarsus 3*7, 
bill from gape 2*3 ; male smaller, wing 21. 

Distribution, Coasts of India, Ceylon, and Burma, from near 
Bombay to the Malay Peninsula, and throughout the Malay 
Archipelago to Australia, Tasmania, and Western Polynesia. 
Eeports of the occurrence of this species in Africa have not been 
confirmed. 

Halits, ^ 0 . This is the Sea-Eagle of the Indian Seas, very 
common on the coasts and especially on islands, rare inland, though 
it occasionally appears to stmy up the rivers and has been found 
breeding at Dacca by Simson, whilst Ball records it from Chutia 
Hagpur. It lives chiefly on fish and sea-snakes, which it captures 
from the water, but it will also eat dead fish or crabs, and it not 
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unfrequently robs the Osprey o£ its prey. It has a loud clanging 
cry, chiefly uttered in the breeding-season from October to Tebruary. 
It lays two whitish eggs, deep green when held before a light, 
and measuring about 2*81 by 2*07, in the usual large nest of sticks, 
placed on a tree and lined with green leaves, the same nest being 
used for many years in succession. 

1225. Haliaetus albicilla. The White-tailed Sea-Eagle, 

Vultur albicilla (errore albiulla), Linn, Sgst, Nat, p. 123 (1766). 

Haliaetus albicilla, Leachy Syst Cat. Mamm B, M. (1816) p. 9 ; 
Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 438 , 1871, p. 404 ; 8, F, i, p. 159 ; vii, p. 341 f 
id. Cat. no. 42 bis j Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p 336 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1872, 
p. 87 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 8. 1872, p. 78 j 87iarpe, Cat. B M. i, 
p. 302 ; Murray, VeH. Zool. Sind, p 83 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p 40. 

Haliaetus pelagicus, Hume, Bxyugh Notes, p. 253 , nec Fallas. 

Haliaetus brooksi, Hume, Bough Notes, p. 255 (1870) , id. Ibis, 1870, 
p. 438. 

Coloration. Upper plumage brown ; the head, neck, and smaller 
coverts paler, sometimes almost whity brown, with narrow dark 
shaft-stripes ; quills blackish ; lower parts paler than upper, palest 
on the chin, throat, and fore-neck, many feathers with pale tips ; 
tail white except at the extreme base. 

The young are brown, sometimes very dark, sometimes pale ; the 
basal portion of all feathers fulvous or white, and usually exposed, 
on the lower parts especially ; tail-feathers white, more or less 
mottled and edged with brown. 

Cere and bill yellow in adults ; cere yellowish brown, bill black in 
young birds ; iris yeUow (brown in the young) ; feet yellow. 
There is a slight ruff of lanceolate feathers, far less distinct than 
in H. leucoryjpJius, and the end of the tail is wedge-shaped, the 
middle feathers being considerably longer than the outer. 

Length of a female 34 inches ; tail 13 ; wing 26 ; tarsus 4*5 ; bill 
from gape 3. Males are rather less, wing 24*5. 

Distribution. All Europe and Northern Asia, also Greenland. 
In India this bird appears to be a cold-weather visitant to the 
Punjab, North-west Provmces, and Sind. 

Habits, Very similar to those of other fishing Eagles. In India 
this species has been observed to haunt large marshes. It feeds 
mainly on fish. 


Genus POLIOAETUS, Kaup, 1847. 

Bill shorter than in Haliaetus, culmen arched from the cere, fes- 
toon prominent, nostrils oval ; wings rounded, 4th and 5th quills 
longest; tailmoderate, slightly rounded. Tarsus feathered in front 
for one third of its length or rather more, the rest covered in 
front and behind with large rectangular scutss, the sides reticu- 
lated; the toes with broad scales above and pointed scales beneath; 
the outer toe partially reversible, but not completely, as in the 
Osprey; claws strong, much curved, rounded beneath* 
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This gentis has been classed with the Ospreys, hut it agrees with 
other Eagles in anatomy, and the feathers have an aftershaft. There 
are two species, both Indian. They are inland birds, and prefer 
rivers to the sea. 


Key to the Species, 

Basal three-fourths of all tail-feathers white 


in adults, mottled m younpr P. zcJithyaetus, p. 370. 

d. Middle tail-feathers brown throughout P. kumihs, p, 371. 


1226. Polioaetns ichthyaetus. The Large Grey-headed 
Fzshing-Eagle, 

Falco ichthyaetus, JEEorsf. Tr, Linn, Soc xiii, p. 136 (1821). 

Ichthyaetus horsneldi, Myth^ J, A, S, B, xi, p. 110 (1842). 

Pontoaetus ichthyaetus, Myth, Cat. p. 30 ; Layard^ A M. N, H, (2) 
xii, p. 101. 

Pandion ichthyaetus, Hoi'sf, M. Cat, i, p. 52. 

Polioaetus ichthyaetus, Kaup in Jardinds Cent, Om. 1860, p. 73 : 
Jerdon^ B, 1. i, p. 81; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p 243; 1872, p 88; 
Godw.-Amt. J, A. S, B, xxxix, pt 2, p. 265 ; JKume, Bough 
Notes, p. 239 ; Jerdozi, Ibis, 1871, p. 336 ; Bjume, N. P. p. 43 ; 
S. F. iii, p. 28 ; v, pp. 10, 129 ; xi, p. 11 ; id. Cat, no. 41 , Sharpe, 
Cat, B. M. p 462 ; Legge, 8, F. m, p. 362 ; id. Birds C^l, p. 72 : 
Armstrong, 8, F, iv, p. 298 ; Hmne ^ Bav. 8, F, vi, p. 16 ; 
Ball, 8, F, vii, p. 199 : Cripps, 8, F, vii, p. 248 , xi. p. 11, note ; 
Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 456 ; Bingham, 8, F, viii, p. 191 , ix, p. 144 : 
Beid, 8, F, x, p. 8 ; Oates, B, B. p. 221 ; Barnes, Birds Bom p. 39 ; 
Barker, Ibis, 1886, p. 183 ; Oates in Humds N. § E, 2nd ed. iii, 
p. 167, 

The White-tailed Sea-Eagle, Jerdon; Madhuya, H. ; Machmoral, 
Beng. ; Bajaliya,(jm^. 

Cohratiozi, Head and neck all round ashy grey, with more or 
less distinct whitish shaft-stripes, crown of head and nape brownish ; 
back and wmgs, rump, upper tail-coverts, and terminal 2 to 3 
inches of tail dark brown, the upper back a little paler ; breast 
rather lighter brown than back, abdomen and basal two-thirds of 
all tail-feathers white. 

Young birds are hght brown, with pale edges to the feathers, 
those of the head, neck, upper back, and lower parts with whitish 
shaft-stripes ; the quills are barred, and the basal portion of the 
tail mottled brown and white. 

Bill dark brown, basal two-thirds of lower mandible bright 
plumbeous ; cere and iris brown ; legs and feet china white ; claws 
black (Oat^), Ins dear yellow, sometimes tinged with reddish and 
mottled with brown (L^ge), 

Length about 29 ; tail 11 ; wing 19 ; tarsus 3-7 ; bill from gape 
2 : males rather less, Ceylon and Malacca birds are rather smaller 
than those from Horthem Im^ia. and Burma. 

Bistrpmtim, Throughout the greater part of the Peninsula of 
India, in suitable localities, from the base of the Himalayas, but 
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not west ot* Delhi, nor in Sind, and rare to the southward. This 
species occurs also in Ceylon, throughout Burma, and in the Malay 
Peninsula and Islands as far as Java, Celebes, and the Philippines. 

Ealits, This Pishing-Eagle haunts wooded rivers, large 
lakes, and backwaters, but is seldom found on the sea-coast. It 
has a peculiar deep resounding call, repeated three or four times. 
It lives chiefly on fish, which it swoops upon in its flight, not 
pouncing down on them like an Osprey, but it will, Jerdon says, 
occasionally carry off a wounded bird. Legge says that it seldom 
soars or takes long flights ; it is commonly seen perched on a tree 
near water. It breeds from December to March, builds an 
immense nest of sticks, and lays two or three greyish-white eggs, 
measuring about 2*68 by 2*09. 

1227. Polioaetus humilis. Hodgson’s FisMng-EagU- 

Haliaetus plumbeus, Hodgs, J A, JB. vi, p. 367 (1837), descr. 
nulls,. 

Falco humilis, Muller ^ Sclileg. Verkandl., Aves, p. 47, pL 6 (1839- 
44). 

Ichthyaetus nanus, Blyth, J. A, 8 B. xi, p. 202 (1842) ; xii, p. 304, 

Pontoaetus nanus, Blyth, Cat, p. 30. 

Pandion humilis, Horaf. ^ M. Cat, i, p. 64. 

Polioa'etus plumbeus, Jerdon^ Ibis, 1871, p. 336 ; Hume, E, B, 
p. 43 ; A. Andersm, 8, F. iii, p. 385 ; id, F, Z, 8, 1876, p. 777, 
pL Ixxxii ; Godw,-Azcst, J, A, 8, B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 192 ; Brooks, 
8, F, iv, p. 272 ; 8, F, v, pp. 11, 129 , id. Cat, no. 41 bis ; 

Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 456 j Bezd, 8, F, x, p. 9 ; Cripps, 8. F. xi, 
^ 12 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^ E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 169 ; 8karpe, 
Yarkand Miss., Aves, p. 8. 

Polioaetus humilis. Brooks, J, A, 8. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 73 ; 8harpe, Cat, 
B, M, i, p. 454; Hume, 8 F, v, p. 130 ; ix, p. 244 ; xi, p. 11 ; 
id. Cat. no. 41 ter ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 223. 

Haliaetus humilis, Hume ^ Dav, 8, F, vi, p. 17. 

Coloration, Head and neck all round ashy, browner on the 
orown and nape ; remainder of upper parts dark brown, the quills 
blackish; the middle tail-feathers brown throughout, generally 
darker on the last third and with pale tips ; of the other tail- 
feathers the basal two-thirds are mottled brown and white, 
especially on the inner webs, and lighter beneath ; breast ashy 
brown, more ashy in older birds ; the feathers of the head, neck, 
upper back, and breast more or less distinctly dark-shafted; 
abdomen and lower tad-coverts white. 

Young birds are paler brown ; they want the grey on the head, 
and the breast-feathers have white shafts and ends. 

Upper mandible blue-black; cere, gape, and lower mandible 
leaden blue ; irides bright yellow ; legs and feet white, washed with 
leaden blue ; claws bl^ (-4. Anderson), 

Length of a Himalayan remale 24*5 ; tail 9*2; wingl7'6; tarsus 
3*1 ; biU from gape 1*7. Males very little smaller. Specimens 
from Assam and Cachar have generally a wing of 16 to 17 inches ; 
Malay birds are much smaller. 


2b2 
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IHstrihutim. Along the base of the Himalayas from Kashmir to» 
Assam, ranging into the plains as far as Delln and Etawah in 
winter ; in Assam and Cachar, probably throiighout Burma, but 
rare there ; in the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Borneo, and Celebes. 

The Himalayan race, the wing of which sometimes measures 
19 inches, but generally 17 to 18, has been distinguished as 
P.jplumheus from the Malay race P. Jiumilis, with a wing from 
13*5 to 15 5 ; but there is no difference except size, and Cachar 
birds have intermediate dimeuvsions. 

ITahts, Similar to those of P. %c7itJiyaefus. The nest is a 
huge structure of sticks in a high tree ; the eggs, two or three in 
number, are white and unspotted, measuring about 2^75 by 2 12. 
The birds breed in the Himdayas between January and May. 


Genus HALIASTUR, Selby, 1840. 

Bill rather large, compressed, slightly curved towards the base, 
but sharply bent over near the tip ; festoon distmct ; nostril a 
broad rounded oval, the longer axis obhque. Wings very long, 
extendmg beyond the end of the tail, 4th primary longest ; tail 
of moderate length, shghtly rounded at the end. Tarsi short, 
feathered above, the naked portion with broad transverse scutes in 
front, and hexagonal scales behind and at the sides ; toes covered 
with transverse scutes above, rough and pointed scales beneath, 
lateral toes unequal ; claws well developed and curved. 

The well-known Brahminy Kite is the sole Indian repre- 
sentative and the type of this genus, which inhabits the Oriental 
and Australian regions. Haliastur has been classed alternately 
with the Sea-Eagles and with the Kites, and is allied to both. 

1228. HaJiastxir indns. The Brahminy Kite. (Eig. 79, p. 312.) 

Ealco Indus, Bodd, Tall. FI. Evd p. 25 (1783). 

Falco pondicerianus, Gm. Syst. Nat. i, p. 265 (1788). 

Haliastur indus, Blyth, Cat. p. 31 ; Sorsf. ^ M. Cat, i, p. 57 ; J&^don, 
B. L 1 , p. 101 ; hume, Bough Notes, p. 316 ; StoUctdca, J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii, pi 2, p. 16 ; xli, pt. 2,p. 230, King, J. A. 8. B, xxxviij>i 2, 
pp. 210, 213 ; Qodw.-Aust. J, A. 8. B. xxzix, pt. 2, p. 93 ; mime, 
iv. p. 51 , id. 8. F. 1 , p. 160 ; Bainey, ihid. p. 496 j A. Anderson, 
F. Z. 8. 1872, p. 79 ; Hayes Lloyd, Ibis, 1873, p. 405 ; Sharpe, 
Cat. B. M. i, p. 313 ; BvJtUr, 8. F. iii, p. 448 ; ix, p. 374 ; Ea^r- 
laTik, 8. F. Y, p. 392 j JSume Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 22 , Davidson 
Wend. 8, F. vii, p. 75 ; Ball, ibid. p. 200 ; Cripps, ibid p. 251 ; 
Gurney, Ibis, 1878, p. 460 ; Hume, Cat. no. 55 ; Scully, 8. F. viii, 
p 227 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 76 ; Vidal, 8. F. ix, p, 34 ; Bingham, 
Md. p. 145? Beid, 8. F. x, p. 12; Davison, ibid. p. ^0; Oates, 
B. B. ii, p. 201 ; Murray, Vert. Zool. 8md, p. 90 ; Barnes, Birds 
Bom. p. 64 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 15 ; Oates, in Humds N. ^ E. 
2nd ed, iii, p. 170. 

The Maroonrbached Kit^ Jerdon; Brahmam ChU, Banhar ChU, 
Dhdbia-CMl, Bu-muhdrik, H.; Khermr^ Sansc.; Garuda, Oan.f 
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Garud-dlmca^ Gamda mantaruy Tel.j Clem PmndiCy Tam (Ceylon); 
ShemheiTidy Yerldi ; Pis Gmda, Gond. ; Zoon-lmm-hyoo^ Bm'm, 

Coloration, Adult, Whole head, neck, and lower parts down to 
the middle of the abdomen w^hite, each feather with a dark brown 
shaft-line ; primaries black, except the basal portions of the inner 
webs, which, hke the rest of the plumage above and below, are 
chestnut, paler and duller on the lower surface of the quills, 
greater under wing-coverts, and tail-feathers ; the shafts of the body- 
feathers and upper and lower ■^ung-coverts sometimes, not always, 
dark brown or black ; end of tail whitish. There are sometimes 
indistinct narrow black cross-bars on the inner webs of some of the 
lail-feathers and secondary quills. 

Young birds are brown above, the crown and hind-neck paler 
and with pale tawny shaft-stripes near the ends, and pale ends to 
the back-feathers and wing-coverts; ear-coverts dark brown; 
primaries black, secondaries and tail-feathers very dark brown; 
low'd' parts rufous-brown, throat and abdomen paler; breast- 
feathers with tawny shaft-stripes, abdomen and lower tail-coverts 
with black shafts. 

In the next plumage, assumed in autumn apparently without 
any complete moult, the head, neck, and breast are pale brown, 
tinted rufous and black-shafted ; the rest of the upper plumage 
brown, mixed with some white on the wing-coverts and secondary 
quills ; lower abdomen dull rufous. Prom this plumage the birds 
moult into the adult dress in winter. 

Bill bluish horn; cere yellowish; iris brown; legs and feet 
greenish yellow (Legge). 

Length of female about 19 ; tail 8*5 ; wing 15 ; tarsus 2 ; mid- 
toe without claw 1*5 ; biU from gape 1*4. Males very little less. 

Distribution, Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, common on 
the sea-coast, and near nvers, marshes, and large tanks, rare in the 
drier parts of the country and in hill forest. This bird does not 
range further to the westward ; eastward it is found in China, 
•Cochin-China, Siam, and the Malay Peninsula; and closely allied 
forms or subspecies known as H, intermedins and H. gerrenera 
with the dark stripes very narrow in the first and wanting 
in the second, are found throughout the Malay Archipelago and 
Northern Australia. 

HabitSy The Brahminy Kite shows considerable resemblance 
*to the Common Kite in its flight and habits, especially in seizing 
its food in its claws during a swoop, but it is rarely seen away 
from water. It abounds in Calcutta and many other ports, 
perching on the rigging of ships and feeding on refuse thrown 
•overboard. It also picks sm^ fish oflf the surface of the water 
with its daws, and captures frogs or crabs in paddy-fields and 
^marshes. At other times it feeds on insects, or robs Crows or 
Kites. Small birds are seldom assailed by it unless sickly or 
weak, but Mr. Eainey saw a Brahminy Kite kill and eat a King- 
fisher (Alcedo is^pidd) that had carried of£ a small fish on which 
the Kite was in the act of stooping. The cry is Kite-like, a 
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peculiar squealing sound, uttered on the wing. The breeding- 
season is fom December to ^February to the southward, later in 
IN'orthem India, and two eggs, or occasionally three, are laid in a 
stick-nest placed on a tree and sometimes lined with leaves or 
other material. The eggs are greyish white, unspotted or scantily 
speckled or blotched with reddish brown, and measure about 2-02 
by 1'65, 

The name of Brahminy Kite is due to the association of this 
bird with Vishnu. 


Genus 3MLILVUS, Cuvier, 1800. 

The true Kites belong to the present genus, and are all birds of 
moderate size, with a long forked tail. The bill is rather weak, 
the culmen straight at the base, then curv^ed, the festoon generally 
small, the cere \\ ell developed, and the nostril oval and oblique. 
Wings long and pointed, but not extending quite to the end of 
the tail ; 3rd and 4th quills longest. Tarsus short, feathered for 
about half its length, the naked lower portion with broad shields 
in front, reticulated behind and at the sides ; toes short, scatellate 
above, lateral toes uneven 5 claws moderate, middle claw dilated on 
the inside. 

Five or six species are known, inhabiting Europe, Africa, Asia, 
and Austraha : one of these is amongst the commonest of Indian 
birds, a second has a wide range in India, but is rare, whilst the 
third just comes within the empire to the westward. 


Key to the Species, 

a. Head tawny or rufous with black streaks in 
adults, 

a\ Wing S 16*75 to 18*5 inches; 5 17 to 

19-6 

h\ Wing 19-20 5; $ 19*25-21*6 

5. Head wmtish with black streaks in adults . . 


M, govinda, p. 374 
M, melanotis^ p. 377, 
M, migrans^ p. 378. 


1229. MHvns govinda. TJie Common Pariah Kite. 

Milvus govinda, S^es, P, Z. S. 1832, p. 81 ; Layard, A, M, N. JT. 
(2) XU, p. 103 ; Morsf. ^ M. Cat, i, p. 80 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 104 ; 
jBlyth^ Ibis, 1866, p. 248 ; Stoliczka, J, A. S, B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 16 ; 
xh, pt. 2, p. 231 ; JBume, Bough Notes, p. 820 ; Qodw.^Aust. 
J, A, S, B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 93 ; Blanf. J. A, 8. B, pt. 2, p. 43 ; 
A, Anderson, P, Z, 8, 1872, p. 79 , Hume, 8, F, i, p. 160 ; li, p. 160 ; 
iv, pp. 282, 462 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 326 ; Blyth, Birds Bw'm, 
p. 64 ; Brooks, 8. F, iii, p. 275 ; iv, p. 272 ; zd. Ibis, 1886, p. 385 ; 
Butler, 8 F, iii, p. 448; ix, p, 374; Wardl, Bams, 11ns, 1877, 
p. 464; Oates, 8, F, vii, p. 44; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 200; Kume,, 
Cat, no. 56; Gurney, Ibis, 1879, p. 76; Bingham, 8, F. viii, 
p. 191 ; Scully, ibid, p. 227 ; id. Ibis, 1881, p. ^2 ; Zegge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 80; Vtdal, 8, F. ix, p. 84, Favtsm, 8, F, x, p. 340; 
Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 64 ; Jour, Bom, N, JET. Soc, i, p. 41 ; 
St. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 163 ; Oates in Kume’s N. ^ E, 2na ed. iii,. 
p. 173. 
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Milviis clieela, a\mA Jerdoriy Madr. Jour. L, S. x, p. 71 (1839) ; nea 
Falco clieela, Lath, 

Milvus ater, a 2 nid Blythe Cat, p. 31 ; neo Palco ater, Gm, 

Milvus affinis, Gould ^ P. Z, S, 1837, p. 140 ; Jerdon^ iSis, 1871, 
p. 343 ; Hume, S. F, i, p. IGl , xii, pp. 35, 229 ; vii, p. 200 ; 3d, 
p. 15 ; id. Cat no. 56 ter ; Sha'iye, Cat, B. M, i, p. 323 ; Armstrong, 
S. F iv, p. 299 ; Hume Bav, S, F, vi, p. 23 ; Brooks, JS. F, viM, 
p. 466 , Bingham, S, F ix, p. 146 ; Oates, 8, F, x, p 181 ; id, 
B. B, ii, p. 202 ; id. in Hume^s N, ^ E, 2nd ed. iii, p. 176. 

Milvus pfidustris, Anderson, P. A, 8, B. 1873, p. 143 , id. P. Z, 8, 
1875, p, 25. 

Chll, H ; II, at Chaml)a ; Malta gedda, Tel. ; Faria prandu, Kaln 
prandu, Tam. ; Qenda, Mhan ; Bajaliya, Cing. ; Zoon, Burm. 



Fig. 93, — Head of M, gomnda^ J. 


Coloration. Adult. Above brown, median wing-coverts lighter 
and dark-shafted, the crown and hind-neck paler, tawny or ri 2 ous, 
not whitish, with blackish shaft-stripes ; a patch behind the eye, 
including the ear-coverts, uniform dark brown ; first five primaries 
and larger primary-coverts blackish, later primaries ana second- 
aries coloured like back ; all the quiUs more or less mottled with 
whitish on the inner webs towards the base, and banded with 
biackish-brown cross-bars ; tail brown above, whity brown below, 
with numerous darker cross-bands, faint and obsolete in some 
(probably old) birds ; lower parts rather paler than upper, whitish 
at the chin, and generally, but not always, becoming tinged with 
rufous on the abdomen and lower tail-coverts, and always dark- 
shafted throughout, with pale or rufous stripes on each side of the 
dark shaft-lines 5 lower wmg-coverts like breast, except the larger 
coverts, which are ashy brown with pale bands. 

Young birds have broad buff or white shaft-stripes to the 
feathers of the head (except the ear-coverts), neck, and lower 
surface, and buff or whitish tips to the feathers of the back, wing- 
coverts, scapulars, secondaries, and tail-feathers. 

Bill black ; cere and gape yellow in old birds, greenish grey in 
the young ; irides brown ; legs and feet yellow, pale greeniBh grey 
in young birds ; daws black {Hume). 

Length of females about 24 ; tail 12 ; wing 18’5 ; tarsus 2 * 1 ; 
mid-toe without claw 1 ’ 6 ; bill from gape 1 " 7 : males are smaller — 
length about 12*5 ; wing 17*6. But birds from Southern India,r 
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Ceylon, and Burma run smaller (wing in females about 16-5 to 
17*5), and those from Australia are smaller still. 

It win be seen from the synonymy that I do not separate 
AT. affinis^ the Australian bird, found also in India, and distin- 
guished by smaller size and by the absence of any white mottling 
at the base of the inner webs of the primaries. Every gradation 
may be found in India between birds with a large white patch 
beneath the wing {M, pahistris^ Anderson) and those without any 
white, and the latter, if of small size, are identical with Australian 
specimens. Burmese birds are, as a rule, darker than Indian, 
both above and below, but the character is not constant, and 
Australian birds resemble those of India, not those of Burma, 
in colour. 

Distribution, Throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, chiefly near 
human habitations, and throughout the Oriental region to Australia. 
On the Himalayas this Bate may be found to an elevation of about 
12,000 feet, but is uncommon above about 8000. 

Halits^ In this case, as with the other familiar birds of India, 
it is very difficult to improve upon Jerdon’s admirable description 
of the habits. He writes : “It is one of the most abundant and 
common birds in India, found at all elevations up to 8000 feet at 
least, especially near l^ge towns and cantonments, and its vast 
numbers and fearlessness are among the first objects that strike 
the stranger from England, where birds of prey are so rare. 
Every large town, cantonment, and even village ^s its colony of 
Kites, wMch ply their busy vocation from before sunrise to some 
time after sunset. Every large camp, too, is followed by these 
useful scavengers, and the tent even of the single traveller is 
daily visited by one or more, according to the numbers in the 
neighbourhood. As is well known, Ehtes pick up garbage of aU 
kinds, fragments of meat and fish, and generally the refuse of 
man’s food. When a basket of refuse or offal is thrown out in 
the streets to be carted away, the Bates of the immediate 
neighbourhood, who appear to be quite cognizant of the usual 
time at which this is done, are all on the look-out, and dash down 
on it impetuously, some of them seizing the most tempting 
morsels by a rapid swoop, others dehberately sitting down on the 
heaps along with crows and dogs, and selecting their scraps. 
On such an occasion, too, there is many a struggle to retain a 
larger fragment than usual, for the possessor no sooner emerges 
from its swoop than several empty-clawed spectators instantly 
pursue it eagerly, till the owner finds the chase too hot, and drops 
the bone of contention, which is generally picked up long before 
it reaches the ground, again and again to change owners, and 
perhaps finally revert to its original proprietor. On such occasions 
there is a considerable amount of squealing going on. 

“ The vast numbers of these Kites in large towns can hardly 
be realized by strangers. They are excessively bold and fearless, 
often snatching morsels off a dish en route from kitchen to hall. 
At our seaports many Kites find their daily sustenance among 
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the shipping, perching freely on the rigging, and in company with 
the Brahminy Elite, which rarely enters towns, snatching scraps 
of refuse from the surface of the waters. The food of the Kite 
is usually devoured on the wing, or, if too large, carried to the 
nearest house or tree. 

“ The flight of the Indian Kite is bold, easy, and graceful when 
once mounted aloft, though somewhat heavy on first taking wing, 
and it soars slowly about, in greater Or less numbers, in large circles. 

“ Mr. Blyth notices their collecting m numbers without any 
apparent object, especially towards evening. This I have fre- 
quently observed at all large stations, where the whole Kites 
of the neighbourhood, before retiring to roost, appear to hold 
conclave. They are said to leave Calcutta almost entirely for 
three or four months during the rains ” [this is perfectly correct]. 

have not noticed this at other places. As remarked by 
Buchanan Hamilton, they may often be seen seated on the 
entablatures of buildings, with their breast to the wall and wings 
spread out, exactly as represented in Egyptian monuments.” 

In various parts of India Eites have been found breeding by 
Mr. B. Aitken and others at all times of the year, but the 
principal breeding-season is from January to March or April. 
The pairing is accompanied by much squealing, and the common 
Indian name, “ CMl ” or ‘‘ Oheel,” is derived from the bird^s cry. 
The nest, a clumsy mass of sticks and twigs, mixed or lined with 
rags, grass, <&c., is generally on a tree, more rarely on a building. 
The eggs are generally 2, sometimes 3 or 4, in number, pale 
greenish white, variously spotted or blotched with brown or red 
and measure about 2*19 by 1*77. 

1230. Milvus melanotis. The Large Indian Kite. 

Milvus melanotis, Temm. ^ ScMeg Faun. Jap., AveSy p. 14, pis. v, v A 
(1845-50); Sume, J. A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 114; Blanf. 
J. A. JS. B. xli, pt. 2, p. 153 ; Godio.-Aust, J, A. B. xhii, pt. 2, 
p. 152 , Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 324 ; A. And&rson, 8. F. iii, 
p. 387 ; Bally 8. F. v, p. 412 ; vii, p. 200 ; Andere. Yunnan 
Fxped., Aves, p. 674 ; Hume, Ccd. no. 56 bis ; Sadly, S. F. viii, 

L 228; Gurney, Ibis, 1879, p. 80; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 375, 
'Uy, Ibis, 1881, p. 422 ; Oates, B. B. li, p. 203 ; id. in Humds 
N. F. 2nd ed. hi, p. 176 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 57 ; Hume, 
S. F. xi, p. 15 ; Sharpe, Yarhand Miss., Aves, p. 8. 

Milvus, sp., Blanf. J. A. 8. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, p. 167. 

Milvus major, Hume, Bough Notes, p. 326 (1870) ; id. Ibis, 1870, 
p. 439 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 342 ; A. Anderson, P. Z. 8. 187^ 
p. 79 ; 1875, p. 25 ; Hume, Iv . cj- p. 54 ; id. S. F. i, p. 160 ; iii, 

pp. 35, 229, 448 ; iv, p. 414; Fairhank, 8. F. iv, p. 253. 

Muvus govinda, apud Brooks, S. F. in, pp. 229, 275 ; iv, p. 272 ; 
viii, p. 466; id. Ibis, 1884, p. 238; 1885, p. 386; Biddulph & 
G. F. L. MarshdU, Ibis, 1881, p. 44. J 

This Kite is chiefly distinguished from M, govinda by larger 
•size, the coloration being almost identical ; but the present species 
may generally be recognized by the amount of white on the inner 



378 


TALCONID-E. 


webs of the quills near the base, forming a conspicuous white 
patch below the wing, as in Buzzards. As a rule, too, the lower 
abdomen and under tail-coverts are much paler in M. melanotis 
than in M. govinda. Some birds, however, appear almost to form 
a passage between the two. 

Bill bluish ; cere yellowish white ; irides hazel-brown ; legs dull 
china white ; claws blackish {Oates). 

Length of male about 25 ; tail 13 ; wing 19 to 20*5 ; tarsus 2*2 ; 
mid-toe without claw 1*6 ; bill from gape 1*75 : females are larger 
— ^length 27 ; wings 19*25 to 21*5; tail 13*5. 

Distribution. A migratory bird in India, appearing in the 
Peninsula as far south as Bombay and the Q-oddvari valley, and in 
Burma as far as Eangoon, in the cold season. I obtained one near 
Badraehellam on the Godavari as late as Apnl. This Kite is 
found in the Himalayas and throughout Eastern and Central 
Asia, rangmg as far noith as Japan and Southern Siberia in 
summer. 

Habits^ ^e. Generally a shyer bird, keeping more to jimgles 
and marshes, than the common Indian Kite, though I have seen 
and killed the large kind from my tent-door, and I shot another 
sitting on a tree in a small village. The flight is heavier, but 
otherwise the habits are similar. M. melanohs breeds in the 
Himalayas from January to May — the nest and eggs being 
precisely similar to those of M. govinda^ except that the eggs are 
slightly larger, averaging about 2*31 by 1*8. 

1231. Milvus migrans. The Black Kite. 

Ealco migrans, JBodd. Tall. JPl. JEnl p. 28 (1783). 

Falco ater, GhneL Syst. Nat. i, p. 262 (1788). 

Milvns migrans, Strickl. Om. Syn. p. 133 ; Blanf, Bast Bers. ii, 
p. 114 ; Ejume, S. F. vii, p. 344 ; id Cat. no. 66 quat. ; Barnes, 
S. F. ix, pp. 216, 452 ; C Smnhoe, Ibis, 1882, p. 100 : St. John, 
Ibis, 1889, p. 153 

This is distinguished from M. govinda by having the edges of 
the feathers on the crown and nape whitish instead of light brown 
or rufous, and by the more distinctly ferruginous colour of the 
abdomen. As a rule, too, there is in the present form httle or no 
mottling or banding on the basal portion of the quills in adults. 

Length of female about 23 ; tail 11 ; wing 17 ; tarsus 2*1 ; bill 
from gape 1*66. Males are rather smaller. 

Distribution. Africa, Southern Europe, and South-western Asia. 
The Black Kite only comes within our area, so far as is known, in 
Southern Afghanistan around Quetta. Capt. Barnes found it 
breeding about the Khojak, between Quetta and Kandahar, in 
March and April. 

Habits, Sfc. Similar to those of M. govinda, and this bird haunts 
towns in the Levant as M. govmda does in India. Similarly in 
former times M. ictinm acted as scavenger in London and other 
European cities. 
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Genus ELANUS, Savigny, 1810. 

Bill small, wide at the base, compressed towards the end; 
culmen curved sharply from the cere ; festoon distinct ; 
nostrils oval, nearly horizontal, protected by long loral bristles. 
Wings long and pointed, exceeding the tad when closed; 2nd 
quill longest; tail moderately long, square at the end. Tarsi 
short and stout, feathered in front for more than half theii* length ; 
naked parts reticulated throughout. Toes strong, reticulated above, 
except close to the claws, lateral toes subequal in length ; middle 
claw keeled, the others rounded beneath. 

This is a genus of small birds allied to the Elites and comprising 
five species, distributed throughout the tropics and subtropic^ 
countries of the w’orld. One species is Indian. 

1232. Elanns csemlens. The Bktelc-ivingecl Kite, 

Falco csemleus, JDesf, M^n. Acad. Be, 1787, p 503, pL 15 

Falco melanopterus, Baud. Traiti, ii, p. 152 (1800). 

Elanus melanopterus, Jerdon, Madr, Jour. L, B x, p. 71 ; Blytli, Cat, 
p. 18 ; JToraf. M. Cat, i, p. 28 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 112 ; JSume, 
Rough Notes, p. 338 ; id. B. F, i, pp. 21, 163 : id. N. ^ B.v 56 ; 

A. Anderson, P. Z. 3. 1872, p. 80 ; Adam, B. F, i, p. 369 ; Butler, 

B, F, iii, p. 449 ; Blyth ^ Tv aid, Birds Burm. p. 60 ; JELume, 3. J. 
iv, p. 462 ; Inglu, B. F v, p. 16, 

Elanus caeruleus, Btrichland, Orn, Byn. p. 137 ; Bharpe, Cat, B, M, 
i, p. 336 ; Fhime ^ Bav, B, F. vi, p. 26 ; BaU, 8 , F, vii, p. 200 , 
Cripps, ibid. p. 252 ; Hume, Cat. no. 59 ; Bavidsm, 8, F. viii, p. 415 , 
X, p. 290 , Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 85 ; Butler, 8. F. ix, p. 375 ; Rend, 
B. F X, p. 13 ; Oates, B. B, u, p. 205 ; id, in HumJs N, F. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 177 ; Hume, 8. P. xi, p. 17 ; Barnes, B%rds Bom 
p. 59 ; id>. Jour. Bom, N. H, Boo. hi, p, 219 ; Bt, John, Ihs, 1889, 
p. 154, 

Kapassi, H. ; Masunwa, in Oude ; Chanwa, Nepal. , AdaviRa^nadam, 
Tel. ; Argellur, Yerkli ; ZJhussa, Oing. 



Fig. 94. — Head of E. cceruleus, 1. 


Coloration, Adult. Forehead, anterior lores, a streak over the 
eye, sides of the head, the whole of the lower parts, and all tail- 
feathers, except the middle pair and the outer webs of the next two 
pairs, white ; upper parts %ht ashy grey, the tail-feathers paler ; 
median and smaller upper wing-coverts, a narrow superc^ium. 
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and the posterior lores black; primaries grey above, blackish 
beneath. In many specimens the fore-neck and flanks, and some- 
times more of the lower parts, are pearly grey. 

Young birds are bro’^mish ashy above, with pale edges to the 
feathers; the quills and tail-feathers are tipped white; breast 
tinged or streaked with fulvous. 

BiU black ; cere and gape pale yellow ; irides crimson in adults, 
yellow in the young ; legs and feet deep yellow ; claws black. 

Length about 13; tail 5; wing 10*5; tai'sus 1*3; mid-toe 
without claw 1 ; bill from gape 1*1. 

DistnhuUon. Throughout Africa, locally m Southern Europe 
and in South-western Asia, and in India, Ceylon, and Burma, but 
not, so far as is known, farther east, nor in Southern Tenasserim. 
Hume obtained specimens at the Laccadive Islands, In India, 
from the base of the Himalayas to the extreme South, in Ceylon, 
and in ij?rakan and Pegu, this Kite is pretty generally distributed, 
but is not often abundant. 

EahitSi Locally this is a migratory bird, wandering from one 
place to another with the seasons. It occurs most commonly in 
well-wooded cultivated districts and in thin jungle, avoiding both 
open plains and dense forests. It lives chiefly on insects and 
small mammals, and either watches for its prey from a perch or 
beats over grass or bushes, sometimes hovering hke a Kestrel. It 
varies much in its time of breediug, eggs having been taken, at one 
place or another, at all seasons, and it appears sometimes to breed 
twice in the year. The nest, a loose structure of twigs, as a rule 
unhned, sometimes lined with grass, is placed on a tree, and 
contains 3 or 4 eggs, usually densely blotched with brownish red 
and measuring about 1*53 by 1*21. 

Genus CIRCUS, Lacep^de, 1801. 

General form slender. Bill moderate or weak, compressed, the 
culmen curving from the margin of the cere to the hooked tip ; the 
margin of the upper mandible shghtly festooned ; nostril large, 
oval, in the anterior part of the cere, overhung and partly con- 
cealed by the bristles of the lores. A ruff of small, soft, closely- 
set feathers, much more conspicuous in some species than in others, 
extends across the throat and up each side of the neck behind the 
ear-coverts Wings long and pointed ; tail long, even at the tip or 
rounded. Tarsi long and slender, feathered at the base only, with 
transverse shields in front and smaller polygonal scales behind ; 
toes moderate ; claws much curved and sharp. 

The Harriers are a well-defined group of Hawks, easily recog- 
nized by their flight and appearance. All Indian species are 
migratory, and, with rare exceptions, cold-weather visitants, though 
one kind doubtless breeds in Horthem India, and another may do 
so occasionally. They make nests on the ground or amongst reeds 
in marshes, and lay bluish-white eggs, generally unspotted, but 
occasionally with a few brownish-red spots. 
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Species of Cmus are found in almost all tropical and temperate 
countries. Six are met with in India and Burma. 


Key to tlie S]f)6Qies, 


a. Outer web of 2iid, 3rd, and 4th quills, 

but not of 5th, notched. 

a\ Tarsus more than 2 6 lon^ 

b\ Tarsus less than 2*5 long 

b. Outer web of 5th quill notched. 

c\ Straight from end of cere on culmen to 
tip of bill measures less than 0*75. 

a*’* tipper parts ashy 

b'\ Upper parts to rump black 

Upper parts brown, more or less 
edged with buff or rufous. 
a\ Upper tail-coverts pure white . . 
6®. Upper tail-coverts not entirely 
white. 

Coverts alongforearm white or 

buff 

i*. Coverts along forearm brown, 
a®. Abdomen buff, with darker 



d\ From cere on culmen to tip of bill 
is more than 0 76, 

d'\ Abdomen white unstriped or buff 

with dark shaffc-stnnes 

Abdomen dark or rufous-brown, or 
rufous with dark stripes 


C. macruruS) p. 381. 
C. cineraceus, p. 383. 


C cyanem, S ^d., p. 384 
C, melanolettcuSf d ad., 

[p. 385, 

C, cyaneus, 2 ^d., p. 384. 


(7. melamhucus, 2 ^.d., 

[p. 385. 

C. cyaneuBf yonng, p 384. 

C. malanoleucus, young, 

[p. 385. 


C. sjp^lonotus^ p. 388. 
C. ceruginosmy p. 387, 


1233. Circus macrurus. The Kale Harrier, 

Accipiter macrourus, 8, G. Gmel. N, Comm, Fetrop, xv, p^439. 
pis. viii, ix (1771). 

Circus swainsoni, Smith, 8. Afr, Quart, Jour, i, p. 384 (1830) ; Blyth, 
Cat p. 20 ; Horsf ^ M, Cat. i, p. 25 ; Jerdon, B, 1 . 1, p. 96 ; Godw,~ 
Amt, J, A, 8, B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 265; Hume, Mough Notes, 
p. 298; id. 8, F, i, p. 408; Blyth, Birds Burm, p. 61; Butler ^ 
8, F. iii, p. 447 ; v, p. 226; Hume ^ Bourd, 8, F, iv, p, 372 , 
A, Anderson, F. Z. 8. 1872, p. 78 ; 1876, p. 314. 

Circus pallidus, Sykes, P. Z. 8. 1832, p. 80 ; Hume, P i, p 160. 

Falco herbsecola, Tickell, J, A. 8, B. h, p. 670 (1833) ; Walden, Ibis, 
1876, p. 842. 

Circus macrurus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M, i, p. 67 ; Ball, 8. P.vii, p.l99 , 
Cripps, Jnd, p. 249 ; Scully, 8. F. viii. p, 226 ; Hume, Cat no. 61 ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 17 ; Vidal, 8, F, ix, p. 33 ; BidduM, Jbw, 
1881, p. 43 ; 8^ly, ibid. p. 421 ; Beid, 8, F, x, p. 10 ; Havison, 
ibid. p. 338 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p. 176 ; Hume, 8, F. xi, p. 13 ; Barnes, 
Birds Bom. p. 46. 

Hastmal, Qirgit Mor, Fattai, H. ; Fandoum, Beng. ; TeUa chappa 
gedda, FiUi gedda, Tel. ; Funa prandu, Tam. ; Kurrulu-goya, JJkussa, 
Oing. 

Coloration, A&alt male. Upper parts pale ashy grey, generally, 
except in very old birds, more or less tinged with brown on the* 
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crown, back, scapulars, and quills ; lores whitish ; forehead and 
above and beneath the eye white ; ear-coverts pale grey streaked 
with white ; the ruff behind the ear-coverts differing in texture, 
but scarcely in colour ; primaries ashy grey, 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
black or blackish brown on part of the terminal half, some black 
on the 2nd and 6th, the basal portion of all quiUs white ; upper 
tail-coverts banded grey and white, middle tail-feathers grey 
unbarred, the others white with grey bars ; lower parts white, 
throat and upper breast with a faint grey tinge. 



Fig 95 —Head of Cl •macrumSi 2 » I • 

Adult female. Above brown, feathers of head and hind-neck 
broadly margined mth rufous or buff, and tlie smaller wing- 
coverts with broad pale rufous borders ; forehead whitish, a bu% 
white supercilium and patch below the eye ; moustachial stripe 
and ear-coverts brown ; a well-marked ruff of small white or buff 
feathers with broad brown shaft-stripes all round the neck, behind 
the ear-coverts, and across the throat ; quills brown above, buff or 
whitish below, with blackish-brown cross-bands on both sides; 
upper tail-coverts white, with brown shaft-stripes or other 
markings; middle tail-feathers brown, outer feathers buff or 
rufous-white, all with dark-brown cross-bands. Lower parts 
white, with rufous-brown shaft-stripes, broadest on the breast ; 
in old birds these stripes become very narrow, especially on the 
abdomen and lower tail-coverts. 

Young birds resemble the female above, except that the feathers 
have, at first, rufous edges throughout, there is a white nuchal 
patch with brown shaft-stripes, and the ruff is unstreaked or 
almost unstreaked buff and very conspicuous; the upper tad- 
coverts are white, the lower parts throughout are rufous-buff with 
faint shaCt-stnpes. There is a gradual passage from this plumage 
into that of the adult ; nearly adult males are often found with 
patches of brown on the crown and brown shaft-stripes on the 
breast. 

Bill black ; cere greenish ; iris yellow in adults, brown in the 
young; legs yellow. 

Length of females about 19*5 inches; tail 10; wing 14*5; 
tarsus 2*9 ; length of males 18 ; tad 8*75 ; wing 13*75 ; tarsus 2*7. 
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Distnhution, A migratory bird, found throughout the greater 
part of India, Oeylon, and Eurma in suitable localities from Sep- 
tember till April, and ranging over Eastern Europe, nearly all 
Asia and Africa. It has not been observed in Tenasserim' nor 
further south, and it is very rarely seen amongst hills or in forests, 
but is common on stony plains, grassy or bushy undulating tracts, 
and on cultivated ground ; it is also found near water. 

Eahits, This and the next three species are usually seen 
flying slowly over the ground just above the surface, now and 
then dropping noiselessly on their prey, which consists of lizards 
and insects, and occasionally of mice and young or sickly 
birds. Harriers usually sit on the gi*ound, rarely on trees ; 
and Jerdon notices that they are sometimes surprised and killed 
at night by foxes and jackals. This Harrier does not breed in 
India. 


1234. Circus cineraceus. Montayn^s Hamer. 

Faleo cineraceus, Montagu^ Orn. Diet, i, sheet k 2 (1802) 

Falco cinerareus, Montagu, Tram. Linn. Boo, ix, p 188 (1808). 

Circus cinerascens, Btei^, Gen, Zool. xiii, pt. 2, p. 41 (1826) , Blytk, 
Cat. p. 20 ; Layard, A. M, N. H, (2) xu, p. 105 ; Horsf, ^ M, 
Cat, 1, p. 27. 

Circus cineraceus, Jerdon, B. 1, i, p. 97; Btohczka, J. A, B. B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, plO; Hmne, Hough Notes, p. 303; Blyth, Birds 
Burm. p. 61 ; WardL Mamsay, Ibis, 1876, p. 361 , A, And&rson, 
P. Z, B, 1876, p. 314 ; Ball, B, F, vii, p. 199 ; Crimps, ibid, p. 249 ; 
Boig, ibid, p. 503 ; Hume, Cat, no. 52 j Legge, Birds Ceyl, p. 12 ; 
Biadulph, Ibis, 1881, ]^43 ; Beully, ibid, p. 421 ; Cripps, B, F, xi, 
p. 13 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 49. 

Circus pygargus, apvd Bharpe, Cat, B, M. i, p. 64 ; Oates, B. B, ii, 
p. 173 ; nee Falco pygargus, L. 

Bastmal, Girgit Mor, Fattai, H. ; Pandouvi, Beng. ; Tdla chappa 
gedda, FiUi gedda, Tel. ; Fmia prandu, Tam. ; Kurtua’goya, TJkussa, 
ding. 

Coloration. Adult male. Upper plumage, sides of head and 
neck, chin, throat, and breast ashy grey, much darker than in 
C. macrui'us, and more or less tinged, except in very old birds, 
with brown on the back, scapulars, and tertiaries; upper tail- 
coverts white, barred or shaded with ashy ; first 5 or 6 primaries 
black, the tips grey, and the amount of grey gradually increasing 
on the inner feathers ; secondaries grey above, with a blackish 
transverse band, beneath white, with grey tips; middle tail- 
feathers grey, outer white, with transverse rufous and grey bars ; 
lower parts from breast white, with chestnut shaft-stripes ; 
axillaries white, vdth chestnut bars and drops. 

Females resemble those of G. macrwrus, but* the ruff is very 
indistinct, the upper parts are rather darker, and the edges of the 
head- and neck-feathers and of the wing-coverts more rufous ; the 
general colour of the lower parts is buff or dull rufous, with 
mfous-hrown shaft-stripes. 
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The you^ig o£ G, dneracms are distinguished by the ruff being 
indistinct and streaked throughout in place o£ the conspicuous 
buff ruff o£ 6' macrurus ; the lovter surface, too, is darker and more 
^stinctly streaked. At all ages 0. cineraeeus may be recognized by 
its short tarsus, and by the notch or emargination on the outer 
web of the second primary being about an inch beyond the ends 
of the greater coYerts, whilst in 0. macrurus the notch is close to 
them. 

Bill black ; cere greenish yellow ; ins yellow, brownish yellow 
in the female ; legs and feet yellow. 

Length of females about 1*9 ; tail 9*25 ; wing 15*5 ; tarsus 2*4 : 
length of males about 17 ; tail 9 ; wmg 15 ; tarsus 2*3. 

Distribution. The gi’eater part of Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
Montagu’s Harrier is migratory, and is found locally throughout 
India and Ceylon from October to April. It occurs in Assam, 
but is very rare in Burma, though it is said to be found there. It 
is not known in Tenasserim, but has been doubtfully recorded from 
the Malay Peninsula (Ibis, 1881, p. 368). 

Halits^ ^c. Very similar to those of C. macrurus^ but this bird 
is more local and avoids the dry stony plains and scrub-jungle 
more than the Pale Harrier does. 


1235. Circus cyaneus. The Hen-Harrier, 

Efdco cyaneus, Linn. 8yst. Nat i, p. 126 (1766). 

Circus cyaneus, JBlytli, Cat. p. 20; J&i'don^ B. 1. i, p. 95; King^ 
J. A 8. B. xsryii, pt. 2, p. 213 ; Blanford, J.A.8. B. xxxviii, pt. 2, 
p, 166 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 293 ; id. J. A. 8. B. xxxix, pt. 2, 
p. 114 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 341 ; 8harpe, Cat. B. M. i. p. 52 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 50; 8cuUy, 8. F. viii, p. 226; Biddulph, Urn, 
1881, p. 42 ; 8cully, ibid. p. 421. 

Coloration. Adult male. Similar to that of C. maci'umis, except 
that the ashy grey of the upper plumage is somewhat darker and 
extends over the chin, throat, and upper breast, there is a 
distinct white nuchal patch with brown shaft-stiipes, the terminal 
half of the first six primaries is black, and the upper tail-coverts 
are pure white. 

The adult female is distinguished from that of C. maci^rus by 
having the margins of the head- and neck-feathers more rufous, by 
the rufous markmgs on the wing-coverts and scapulars being 
larger and more in the form of spots, by the white around the eye 
being more sullied, and the moustachial stripe and ear-coverts 
being rufous with dark streaks instead of neaidy uniform brown, 
and by the upper tail-coverts being pure white. The ruff is 
weU marked. 

Young birds have the lower parts buff or pale rufous, with 
distinct broad shaft-stripes, and the ruff, though distinct, is always 
striated. 

At all ages this species is distinguished from G. macrurus and 
G.cfineracem by having the 5th primary notched on the outer web. 
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and generally by having the 4th primary longest, and the 2nd 
shorter than the 5th. 

Bill black ; cere yellow ; iris yellow, brown in the young, and 
according to some observers in females ; legs and feet yeUow. 

Length of male about 18 inches ; tail 9 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 2*75 : 
length of female 21 ; tail 10*5 ; wmg 15 ; tarsus 3. 

Distribution, Europe, lirorthern and Central Asia, and N’ortbern 
Africa. In India this species is fairly common in the Himalayas 
and in winter along their base, a few stragglers being found in 
Northern India as far south as the Central Provinces at that season. 

Habits, Very similar to those of the last two Harriers. This 
species is not known to breed in the Himalayas, but has been 
observed to do so at Tso Morari in Tibet. 

1236. Circus melanoleucus. The Pied Harrier, 

Falco melanoleucus, Foister, Ind Zool. p 12, pi. ii (1781). 

Circus melanoleucus, BLiith, Cat p. 21 , Horsf, M, Cat i, p. 26 ; 
Jerdon, B. I i, p. 98 ; iii, p 870; Blytk, Ibis, 1866, p. 246; King, 
J. A S. B, xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 213 , Blanf J A S B. xx.xviii, p. 167 ; 
Hume, J, A. S, B, xxxix, p. 114 , id. Rough Notes, p 307 ; Godw - 
Atist. J A S B. XXXIX, p. 266 ; xlv, p 67 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, 
p. 341 , 8harpc, Cat. B. M, i, p. 61 ; Hume, 8 F. iii, p. 33 ; v, 
p. 11 ; vii, p 34 , XI, p. 13 ; id. Cat. no 53 ; Blyth ^ Wald. Birds 
Burm. p. 61 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1876, p. 226 ; 1876, p. 130 ; A. An- 
derson, P. Z. 8. 1876, p. 315 ; Annstrong, 8. F. iv, p. 299 ; Hume 
4* Bav. 8. F. vi, pp. 21, 497, Anderson, Yunnan Bxped., Aves^ 
p. 672, pis. xlv, xlvi; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 199; Cripps, 8. F. vii, 
p. 260; X, p. 327, xi, p 13; Bingham, 8 F. viii, p. 191; ix, 
p. 145 ; Scully, 8 F. viii, p 226 ; Zegge, Birds Ceyl. p. 9 , Reid, 
8. F. X, p. 11 ; Davison, 8. F x, p. 339 ; Oates, B, B. li, p. 172 f 
Salvadon, Anil. Mus. Civ. Gen. (2) vii, pp. 376, 428. 

Pahatai,E..', Ablah Petaha,'N&p 2 l\ Burmese. 

Coloration, Adult male. Head and neck aU round, breast, back, 
median upper wing-coverts, and a band from them to the bend of 
the wing, with the first six primaries, glossy black ; a nuchal patch 
where the white bases of the feathers show; scapulars partly 
black, partly grey ; smaller wing-coverts white, larger coverts, 
later primaries, and secondaries silver-grey, the latter tipped and 
bordered inside mth white, tertiaries black ; rump white ; upper 
tail-coverts white, with broad lunate grey bands ; tail grey, white 
at the tips and inner edges of the outer feathers ; lower parts 
from the breast pure white. 

AMt female. Above dark brown, the feathers of the crown and 
neck with rufous edges, those of the nape broadly bordered with 
white ; a well-marked rufE of small white or huffy-white feathers 
with brown shaft-stripes ; around eyes whitish ; cheeks and ear- 
coverts dirty white or pale rufous with brown streaks ; smaller 
coverts along the forearm white (in younger birds rufous) with 
blacMsh-hrown shaft-stripes, median coverts brown with grey or 
white spots and bars, larger coverts dusky grey with a broad 
subtermmal blackish band and another near the base ; primaries 
VOL. in. 2 0 
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•outside blackish brown ; secondaries grey, with blackish cross- 
bands, beneath all are greyish or w^hitish with dark bands ; upper 
tail-coverts white, sometimes with rufous-brown drops or bands ; 
tail grey, with dark brown cross-bands ; lower parts white, with 
dark brown shaft-stripes, broad on the throat and breast, narrower 
and sometimes disappearing on the abdomen* 

Young birds are more uniformly brown above tlian the adult 
female, and have no grey on the wings or tail, w^hich are brown 
wuth darker bands ; the ruff is ill-marked at the sides, but there is 
a large w^hite brown-streaked nuchal patch and another patch of 
buff-edged browm feathers on the throat ; the lower parts generally 
nre rufous-browm, faintly streaked darker. The change from this 
plumage to that of the adult male appears to take place by moult. 

For a long time it was supposed that both sexes in this bird 
were pied and similar, but the true facts were gradually traced out 
by Mr. Hume. Still one undoubted case is recorded by Mr. Cripps 
in which a female assumed the pied livery of the adult male, and 
other probable cases are indicated by the measurements of pied 
specimens. 

Base of bill bluish, remainder black ; cere dusky yellow' ; iris 
bright yellow ; legs orange-yellow {Oates). Legs in female pale 
yellow {Cripjps). 

Length of male 17 ; tail 8-5 ; wing 13*75 ; tarsus 3 : length of 
female 18*5 ; tail 9 ; wing 14*5 ; tarsus 3*2 ; bill from gape 1*2. 

Listribimn. A winter visitor to the Eastern half of the Indian 
Peninsula and to Burma. Common in Bengal, Cachar, Assam, 
and Pegu, and along the base of the Himalayas as far west as 
Oude, also along the eastern coast of the Peninsula and for a 
considerable distance inland, and in Malabar ; but rare in Ceylon, 
and in the H-W. Provinces of India, and, I believe, unknown in 
the Bombay Presidency the Central Provinces west of J ubbul- 
poor and Nagpur, and in North-western India generally. Beyond 
Indian limits this species is found throughout a large part of 
Eastern Asia, China, Japan, Amurland and Mongolia, Philippines, 
Siam, Cochin China, Midacoa, &c. 

Habits^ Sfc. This is essentially a bird of the plains, and especially 
of swampy grass and of rice-fields, over which the conspicuous 
black and white plumage of the male bird makes it a familiar 
feature of the landscape. Its food consists chiefly of snakes, 
lizards, frogs, and insects, with birds and mice. Some Pied Harriers 
breed in Northern India ; Jerdon noticed several in Purneah in 
July, and Cripps twice in April found an egg laid on an apology 
for a nest amongst “TTlu^^ grass {Saccharum cylindncmf^ close 
to the Brahmaputra in the Dibrugarh district of tfpper Assam. 


* It is included in Barnes’s ‘Birds of Bombay,’ but in this, as in several 
other cases, the author has been misled by Jerdon’s statement that the species is 
found m Central India, by which Jerdon understood South-western Bengal or 
Ohutia Nagpur. Jerdon also says that C metamoleucus is rare in the Deccan, 
by which he may mean some part of the Hyderabad territory. 
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1237. Circus seruginosus. The Marsh-Harri&r. 

Palco eerugmosus, Lvm. Nat. i, p. 130 (1766). 

Circus oeruginosus, Blyth, Cat p. 19 ; Borsf. §• M. Cat i, p. 27 ; 
Jerdon, B. L i, p. 99 ; Bume, Bough Notes, p 314 ; id. 8. F. i, 
p. IGO ; ii, p. 160 ; xi, p. 14 ; id. Cat. n. 64 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. 
1 , p 69; Gurney, Ibis, 1875, p. 223 ; Blyth cj* Wald. Birds Burm. 
p, 01 ; Butler, 8. F. iii, p. 447 ; v, p. 226 , ix, p. 374; Bunie <§• 
Bav. 8. F. vi, p. 22 ; Ball, 8. F. vii, p. 200 ; Cnpps, ibid. p. 250: 
8cuUy, 8. F. viii, p 226 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl p. 6 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 
1881, p. 43, Scully, ibid p 422; Vidal, 8. F. ix,^. Z4:, IUid,8.F. 
X, p 11 ; Oates, B. B, p 176 ; id. in Burners N. ^ F, 2nd ed. iii, 
p. Il7 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 62. 

Kutat*, Kulesir,^..', Mat-chil, B.; Safed S^ra, Tika Bauri, Mussal- 
mans of Bengal ; Kuralagoya, Cing. ; Frandu, Tam. (Ceylon). 

Coloration. Adult male. Head, neck, and breast bniffi or pale 
mfous, with dark brown shaft-stripes, broader on the breast ; back 
and most of the wing-coverts dark brown ; scapulars still darker, 
sometimes grey towards the base ; smallest coverts along the fore- 
arm whitish, with dark brown shafts; outer greater coverts, 
primary-coverts, and all quills except first 6 primaries dark silverv 
grey, remaimng coverts and very often the tertiaries dark brown ; 
first 6 primaries black with the basal portion white ; upper tail- 
coverts white, with rufous and brown mixed in various ways ; tail 
OTey above, isabeUine below; abdomen and lower tail-coverts 
ferruginous brown, more or less striped darker. 

Females are dark brown except the crown, nape, chin, and more 
or less of the throat, which are buff with brown stripes. There is 
sometimes a patch of buff on the breast, the wing-coverts and back 
have buff edges, and the upper tail-coverts are rufous. 

The young of both sexes resemble the female, except that the 
buff on the head is sometimes unstreaked and more limited in 
extent, being confined in some cases to a nuchal patch or even 
wanting altogether. 

Bill black; cere and base of bill greenish yellow; iris yellow, 
brownish yellow in females and young ; legs and feet rich yellow 
(Buim). 

Len^h of males 21 ; tail 9-5 ; wing 16 ; tarsus 3*4: length of 
females 22*5 ; tail 9*75 ; wing 16*5 ; tarsus 3*5. 

Distrihvtwn. Common in suitable locahties throughout India, 
Ceylon, and Burma from September or sometimes earlier, till April 
or May. Beyond Indian limits the Marsh-Harrier ranges over the 
greater part of Asia, Europe, and Africa. 

Baibits, ^c. The Marsh-Harrier is commonly found about 
swampy plains or on the edges of large pieces of water, sometimes 
it may be met •mth hunting over dry grass plains. Though a more 
powerful bird its movements are very similar to those of the 
smaller Harriers, but it occasionally flies at considerable elevations 
like a Buzzard. It lives on frogs, fish, insects, small or weakly 
birds, and eggs, and often carries off wounded snipe or teal, or 
makes a meal off a wounded duck that is too heavy for it to carry 
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away. This bird, though migratory as a rule, appears occasionally 
to breed in India ; eggs believed to belong to this species were 
obtained by Mr. Ehodes Morgan in the Kurnool district, and 
other writers have noticed the bird in Northern India in the hot 
season and rains. Like other Harriers, it makes its nest of grass 
or straw on the ground or amongst reeds, and lays 4 or 5 eggs, 
which are either pure white or shghtly spotted and measure about 
2 by 1*5 inches. 

1238. Circus spilonotiLS, The Eastern MarsJi~Harriei\ 

Circus spilonotus, Kaup in Jardme's Contr Oin. 1850, p. 59; 
Sicinhoe, Ibis, 1863, p. 213, pi v ; Sharpe, Cat, J5 ill i, p 68 ; 
id. Ibis, 1876, p. 30; Gurney, Ibis, 1875, p. 225 , Swne, S. E. xi, 
p. 14. 

Coloration, Adult male. Very like old females of G. melanO’- 
leums ; above blackish brovni, the feathers of the head and neck 
with broad white or rufous edges ; ruf indistinct ; back-feathers 
and wing-coverts with irregular grey or rufescent white spots and 
patches ; the smaller coverts along the forearm white, sometimes 
with dark shaft-stripes ; primary-coverts and outer surface of 
secondaries grey, terminal portion of primaries blackish, bases of 
all quills white ; upper tail-coverts white, with grey or browm bars ; 
tail grey above, whitish below, unbarred ; lower parts w^hite with 
blackish shaft-stripes, broad on the throat and upper breast, narrow 
or wanting on the abdomen. 

Adult female. Brown above, the feathers throughout with pale 
rufous edges ; tail-coverts^ white and rufous ; tail with about six 
dark cross-bands, which disappear in old individuals ; lower parts 
buf , with broad rufous-brown shaft-stripes. The quills are dark 
brown but become greyish in old birds. 

Young birds so closely resemble those of Q, cmiginosus as to be 
indistinguishable at times. The pale head and neck-feathers are 
always stnated in G, spilonotus, but the body, wings, and tail are 
uniformly brown or variegated with buff on the wing-coverts, back, 
and breast. Q-enerally, though not invariably, traces of bars will 
be found on some of the tail-feathers of C, spilonotus, but this 
occasionally happens in G, ceruginosus also. 

Length of male 20 ; tail 9-25 ; wing 15*5 ; tarsus 3*5 : tail of 
female 10 ; wing 16*5 ; tarsus 3*7. 

Ihsti^uticn, Southern China, extending far inland, it is said, 
even to Dauiia, also the Philippines, Malay Peninsula, and Borneo. 
A young bird obtained by Oapt. Wardlaw Ham say at Toungngoo 
was referred to this species by Mr. Gurney, but on comparing it 
ydth young buds of both this Harrier and C, melxinolmcus, I am 
inclined to assign it to the latter. Hume was convinced he saw 
0, spilonotus in Manipur, and I have very little doubt he was 
right. Latterly Mr, T. A. Hauxwell has shot a fine adult male 
near Moulmein on the Attaran, and has been so good as to send it 
to me for examination. 

Habits, Similar to those of G, asruginosfus, but more kite-like. 
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Genus BUTEO, OuYier, 1800. 

The true Buzzards, to which the next two genera belong, are, as 
Blyth and Jerdon long ago pointed out, closely allied to Eagles, 
from which, mdeed, they chiefly differ structurally by their less 
powerful bills and claws. By far their most distinctive character 
is one on which very little stress had been laid by ornithologists, 
though it has not escaped Prof. A. Newton, and consists in the 
want of any distinct immature garb ; all Buzzards, so far as is 
known, assuming the adult plumage at once from the downy 
stage. It is true that a slight change is believed to be produced 
1^7 the bars on the tail gradiilly disappear, and m some 
species there is a tendency to barring on the lower surface in old 
birds. The coloration, despite the want of a distinct immature 
phase, is exceedingly variable — pale, rufous, and melanistic forms 
being found in several species. These colour variations were, 
until recently, attributed to age, but, so far as I can ascertain, 
wrongly, A series of moulting specimens'*', for instance of 
B,feroc€^ would afford valuable information, it being borne in 
mind that the plumage which is being shed is always faded. 

In the genus Buteo the bill is small or moderate, the culmen is 
curved from the cere, the commissure nearly straight, the festoon 
being only slightly developed ; the nostrils are oval and oblique ; 
the wings ample and long, the 3rd, 4th, and 5th quills subequal, 
the 4th generally a little the longest, the first four quills deeply 
notched on the inner web ; tail moderately long, rounded at the 
end ; tarsus long, partly or wholly feathered in front, naked and 
more or less covered with transverse scutellse behind ; toes short, 
lateral toes and claws very unequal. 

Buzzards are comparatively sluggish birds, with a heavy flight, 
nnd less given to soaring than Eagles are, though occasionally they 
may be seen far up in the air. They feed on small mammals, 
reptiles, and insects, which they seize on the ground. They make 
nests of sticks, lined with grass or other soft material, on rocks or 
trees, and their eggs are greenish white, deeply blotched with 
brownish red. 

This genus ranges throughout a great part of the world, 
but only occurs in parts of India, and is unknown in Burma, the 
Malayan countries, and Australia. The forms found in India 
may be classed in three species. 

Key to the JSjpedes, 

/i. Wing more than 16 inches. 

a\ Tarsus half-feathered, naked part in front 

scutellate B.fero^e, p. 390. 

h\ Tarsus two-thirds feathered, naked part in 

^ front reticulated B. lettcocephalmf p. 892, 

i. Wing less than 16 inches B. desertonmy p. 893. 

* In selecting ^ecimens for museums and private collections, it has been 
generally the practice to pick out the fine freshly monlted skinB and to reject the 
comparatively rag^ specimens that were moulting when shot ; both, however, 
are needed for study. 
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1239, Buteo ferox. TJie Long4egged Buzzard. 

Accipiter ferox, S G, Gmel. Nov. Com. Pet7*op. xv, p. 443, pi. x 
(? 1770). 

Falco rufinus, Creizschm. in Bupjp, Atlas^ Vogel) p. 40, pi. 27 (1826) , 
Buteo cauescens, Nodgs. Beng. Sport. Mag. viii, p, 180 (1836) ; Blyth, 
J. A. S. B. xii, p. 308,* id. IbiS) 1863, p. 20 , Jerdon^ B I. i, p. 88 ; 
Stoliczhtt) J. A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 16. 

Buteo longipes, Jeidon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. x, p. 75 (1839). 

Buteo rufinus, BlytJi) Cat. p. 28; JSorsf. M. Cat. i, p 61. 

Buteo ferox, Jerdon, B 1. iii, p. 869 , Blyth) IbiS) 1866, p. 244 ; 
Hunie) Bough NoteSj p. 274 ; %d. IbiSf 1871, p. 25 ; Jerdon, IbiS) 
1871, p. 338 ; A. Anda*8on) P.Z.S. 1872, p. 78, Stoliczka, J A. 
8. B xli, pt, 2, p. 230 ; Sume^ 8. F. 5, p. 159 ; iy, p. 859 ; yii, 
p. 199 ; id. Cat. no. 46 ; Sharpe) Cat. JB. M. i, p. 176 ; Bucbler^ 
8 F, lii, p. 447 ; ix, p. 874 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1876, p. 367 ; Fair- 
hank, 8. F. iv, p. 253; Davidson cj* WendeU) 8. F. yii, p. 74; 
Sadly, 8. F viii, p. 226 ; Wardl. Bamsay, Ibis, 1880, p. 47 ; 
Bzddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 42 ; Sadly, ibid. p. ^0 ; Barnes, 8. F. ix, 
p. 452 ; id. Birds Bom, p. 42 ; Beid, 8. F. x, p. 450 ; Oates in 
Sume's N. ^ B. 2nd ed, iii, p. 125. 

Buteo fuliginosus, Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 356 ; nee Sclata*. 

Buteo desertorum, apvd Hume, Bough Notes, p. 268, partim ; nee 
Baud. 

Chuhumar, H. 



Fig. 96. — ^Eiglit foot of Buteo ferox, 


Coloration very variable : there are two principal phases — dark 
and pale, with numerous varieties of both. 

In the pale or rufous form the crown, nape, hind-neck, upper 
back, scapulars, and wing-coverts are brown, with broad light 
rufous edges and white bases, the rufous borders wearing off and 
the white bases becoming more conspicuous in worn plumage, the 
brown sometimes reduced to shaft-stripes on the crown and nape; 
sides of head generally paler than crown, often buff or white, with 
dark shaft-stripes ; lower back and upper tail-coverts brown, the 
latter with rufous edges; quills tipped with blackish brown. 




BTJTEO. 


391 


extending up the first primaries to the notch on the inner web, 
basal portion of quills white, the primaries silvery grey on the 
outer web externally, and the secondaries mottled and barred with 
brown ; tail pale rufous, bases of feathers, especially near the 
shafts, white, the rufous, especially on the outer web, sometimes 
passing into grey ; traces of a broad penultimate dark band often 
occur, and frequently several other bands are more or less distinct • 
throat and breast white or buff, with dark shaft-stripes ; abdomen 
usually brown or rufous-brown, more or less mixed with white, 
not unfrequently white with dark elongate spots in the middle ; 
flanks and thigh -coverts brown or rufous-brown, the latter 
occasionally edged or banded with rufous or buff. Sometimes the 
lower parts are almost entirely white. 

In the dark plumage the general coloration is brown, the bead, 
neck, and breast generally rendered paler or more rufous by the 
margins of the feathers, which, however, are not so broad as in the 
pale birds ; occasionally the head and neck are whitish with dark 
shafts ; the quills as in the pale form, except that the white bases 
to the quills are often mottled with brown ; tail, with rare excep- 
tions, barred throughout or towards the end, the bars dark brown, 
the interspaces pale brown, grey or rufous, the last or subterminal 
bar generally, but not alw'ays, much broader than the others, and 
the other dark bars sometimes as broad as the interspaces, some- 
times much narrower, occasionally broken and irregular. 

The dark phase passes into a uniformly dark chocolate-brown 
or even blackish-brown bird (B. fuUgtnosus), with only the bases to 
the primaries white, and pale or sometimes whitish bars on the tail. 

All these plumages vary and pass into each other. There is no 
distinctively young plumage. Sharpe (I, c.) and Hume (S. F. iv, 
p. 363) describe the pale form as young, the dark form as older, 
the blackish-brown bird as very old. The last, however, is cer- 
tainly not necessarily aged, for Wardlaw Hamsay obtained a 
nestling covered everywhere with very dark feathers not fully 
grown, there are no rufons edges, and the tail is barred ; whilst 
Dresser in the ‘Birds of Europe’ describes another nestling dark 
rufous and brown with a barred tail. He also records a moulting 
bird with a worn banded tail, and one new feather pale creamy 
rufous and unbanded. G-urney (Ibis, 1876, p. 367) regards the 
barred tail as a sign of immaturity. 

It is evident that the dark birds are a melanistic form, and tnat 
the colour is not due to age. Such bmds are common in the 
Himalayas, the Northern Punjab, and in Sind, rare elsewhere, and 
almost unknown out of India. Hume’s darkest specimens were 
aU males, but an equally dark female was shot by Oapt. Butler at 
Hyderabad, Sind, and is now in the national collection. 

Bill brownish plumbeous, tip black ; cere yellowish green ; iridea 
brownish yellow ; legs dingy pale lemon-yellow (Htms). 

Length of female about 24 inches ; tail 10*5 ; wing 18 to 19*25 ; 
tarsus 3*75 ; mid-toe without claw 1*65 ; bill from gape 2 : length 
of male 22 ; wing 16*25 to 17*9. 
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Bistrihution, S.E. Europe, TT.E. Africa, S.W. Asia, and Western 
Central Asia. In India this Buzzard is found throughout the 
Himalayas as far east as Sikhim aud, in the cold season, abun- 
dantly m the N.W. Provinces, Oudh, Eajputana, Smd, and the 
Punjab, but only an occasional straggler finds its way farther east 
or south. There is, however, one skin in the Hume collection 
from Eaipur, and a few occurrences are recorded from the Deccan. 

Hahts^ ^ 0 , Migratory, visiting North-western .India from 
October to March, and very abundant in desert and semi-desert 
tracts, where it lives mainly on the Indian Desert G-erbille 
(GeMlhs liurriance). It is also common in marshy ground, and 
it feeds on frogs, rats, mice, lizards, and large insects. It is a 
sluggish bird, solitary, by no means shy, and generally to be seen 
perched on a low tree, or bush, or the ground during the day ; it 
flies about very often in the evening and, according to Mr. A. 
Anderson, has somewhat crepuscular habits. Many breed in the 
Himalayas and Central Asia, a few in the Northern Punjab, about 
March and April ; the nest is a loose structure of sticks lined 
with wool, rags, or dead leaves, placed either on a tree or on a 
cliff. The eggs, 2 to 4 in number, are broad regular ovals, 
greenish white richly blotched with reddish brown, and measure 
about 23 by 1'8. 

1240. Bnteo leucocephallis. The Ujjland Buzzard* 

Butaqmla leucocephala, Hodga. in Gray* a ZooL Mtao* p. 81 (1844), 
desci nullit, 

Buteo leucocephalus, Hodga, P Z, 8, 1845, p. 37 j Gurney^ Liat 
Biurn, Bhda of Prey ^ pp. 62, 134 ; Hume, Cat, no 46. 

Buteo aquilinus, Hodga,, myth, J. A, 8. B, xiv, p. 176 (1845) ; xv, 
p. 2; Jerdon, B, I, i, p. 90; id. Ibia, 1871, p. 339; Hume 4 
Hefidera. Zak. to Yark. p. 175 ; Hume, 8. F iv, p. 366. 

Buteo hemilasius, Temm, q 8chl Faun, Japon , Aves, p. 18, pi. vii 
(1845-50) , 8chleg Mua, P-B, ii, Buteonea, p. 3; 8harpe, Cat, 
B. M. i, p, 182 , Qumey, Ibia, 1876, p. 369. 

Buteo asiaticus, Lath, apud Blyth, /5?s,1866, p. 244: Hume, Bough 
Notes, p, 283. 

Buteo ferox, apud 8harpe, Cat. B. M. p. 178, pt., pi. viii ; nec G 7 neL 

Neply allied to B. ferox, but larger, and as a rule greyer above ; 
the bill and feet larger and the claws more powerful ; the tarsus is 
feathered in front for two-thirds of its length, and the naked 
terminal third is covered with small or moderate-sized scales, not 
with transverse scutas ; the tarsus is generally scutellate behind, 
but less than in other Buzzards, and is sometimes reticulated 
throughout. 

Coloration above rather pale greyish brown, with more or less 
rufous on the feathers of the nape and upper back, scapulars, 
wing-coverts, and upper tail-coverts ; white bases of feathers often 
conspicuous on the head and neck, which are sometimes white 
strewed with brown ; quills as in B, ferox, but there is no grey 
on the outer webs of the primaries ; tail brown above, with dark 
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bars, paler below, whitish near the shafts and towards the base, 
sometimes bordered with rufous ; lower parts white, the throat 
streaked with brown ; upper breast and abdomen with large brown 
spots irregularly distributed, sometimes edged with rufous ; lower 
breast as a rule white ; the upper breast, flanks, and thigh-coverts 
often entirely brown, and sometimes, as in Hodgson’s type, the 
whole breast and abdomen. Ho rufous or fuhginous phase is 
known. 

Bill bluish horny; indes white; legs and feet wax-yellow 
{Henderson ) : cere greenish yellow ; irides light bufl (Shanghai 
Mus. label). 

Length of a female 25‘5 ; tail 10*75 ; wing 19-20 ; tarsus 3*5 ; 
mid-toe without claw 1*8 ; bill from gape 2. 

Bistnhution, Eastern Siberia, J apan, and China, a few stragglers 
finding their way into the Himalayas. There are tw*o Himsdayan 
specimens in the Hume collection — one, from Native Sikhim, closely 
resembling Hodgson’s original specimen ; the other, obtained by 
Hr. Henderson in November on the Fir Panjal range, south of 
Punch, m Kashmir. At first Hume looked on this bird as a 
variety of feroA\ but he subsequently recognized its distinctness. 


1241. Buteo desertorxtm. The Common Buzzard. 

Falco buteo, L%nn, Syst. Nat. i, p. 127 (1766), 

Falco desertorum, Baud. Traiti, ii, p. 162 (1800). 

Buteo vulgaris, Leach, Syst Cat. Mam, Bit ds B. M. p. 10 (1816) ; 
Blyth, Gat p. 29 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 87 ; iii, p. 869 ; Blyth, Ibis, 
1866, p. 244 ; Hume, Bjough Notes, p 261 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, 
p. 337 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 186 ; Beid, S F. x, p. 460. 

Buteo desertorum, Vieill. Nouv. Bict. d*Hut. Nat iv, p. 478 (1816) ; 
Gumey, Ibis, 1802, p. 362 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 268, partim ; 
Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p 338 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 179 ; Hume, 
S. F. X, p. 159 ; Bamon, ibid. p. 338. 

Buteo plumipes, Hodgson, B. Z. S. 1846, p. 37 ; Blyth, J. A. S. B. 
XV, p. 2 ; Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 91 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 21 ; 1866, 
p. 245 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p, 286 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 340 ; 
Blanford, J. A. S. B. xli, pt. 2, p 41 ; Shatpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 180, 
pi. vii, fig. 1 ; Hume, S. F. iv, p. 368 ; v, p. 347 ; xi, p. 12 ; id. Cat, 
no. 47 ; Gumey, Ibis, 1876, p. 369 ; id. S. F. v, p. 66 ; Hume ^ 
Bav. 8. F, vi, p. 18 ; Scully, 8. F, viii, p. 226 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl 
p. 31 ; Biddxil;j^, Ibis, 1881, p. 42 ; Sadly, tbid p. 421 ; Beid, S. F. 
X, p 10 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 184. 

Buteo Tufiventer, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. xiii, p. 166 (1844) : id. HI, 
Ind. Om. pi. 27. 

Falco buteo japonicus, Temm. §* Schl. Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 16, pis. vi, 
vi b (1846-50). 

Buteo japonicus, Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 337 ; Hume, S. F, iii, p. 30. 

The Common Buzzard and The Harrier Buzzard, Jerdon; Bang^ang- 
ti-<mg ; Fang^'-ong-noh, Lepcha. 

Coloration variable. The upper plumage is brown, paler or darker, 
the feathers more or less dark-shafted and, except on the lower 
back, generally tipped or edged with rufous, especially on the 
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crown, nape, and some of the ^;v4ng-coverts ; the white bases of the 
feathers on the head and nape are less conspicuous in general than 
in B.feroso^ sides of head paler than crown, usually more or less 
streaked brown, the streaks generahy forming a dark or blackish 
moustachial stripe from the gape, and frequently another streak 
running back from the eye ; pnmary-quills with long dark brown 
or blackish ends, all the remainder white beneath the wing, brown 
on the outer web above, rufous or white on the inner and more or 
less barred and mottled ; secondaries chiefly brown outside, inner 
w’ebs partly white or rufous, whitish inside, and with dark cross- 
bands ; tail brown or sometimes rufous above, whitish below, more 
or less distinctly barred, the bars variable in number and breadth, 
the last generally but not ahvays broadest. Lower parts white or 
buff or (rarely) rufous, the throat with dark streaks, and the breast 
and abdomen somewhat irregularly spotted or marked with brown ; 
the flanks and thigh-coverts and sometimes the abdomen all brown, 
or the tw’o latter brown with more or less indistinct white or buff 
bars. 

Typical B. jplumipes is dark smoky or chocolate-brown through- 
out, except the bases of the quills, which are white or whity-brown 
mottled and barred darker, and the tail, which is banded with 
lighter brown. There are also in some skins a few partly cou- 
ched white spots on the feathers of the abdomen. Some specimens 
have the head, neck, and breast rufous-brown, and some are inter- 
mediate in colour between the fuliginous phase and the ordinary 
colouring. 

Bill black, bluish grey tow^ards the base; cere yellow; irides 
brown , legs and feet yellow ; the tarsus feathered in front from 
halfway down or rather less to two-thirds, generally scutellate in 
front below the feathering, but occasionally reticulate. 

Length of female about 20 ; tail 9 ; wing 15*5 ; tarsus 2*8 ; 
mid-toe without claw 1*5 ; bill from gape 1 *47 ; males are less, 
wing 14*5. 

As a rule Eastern Asiatic and Himalayan birds (B. flumipes or 
ja^onicfus) are distinguished from European {B, vulgaris) by having 
the tarsus feathered farther down in front, and often by being 
more rufous ; whilst African specimens (B. desertorum) are smaller 
and on an average decidedly more rufous. The feathering of the 
tarsus, however, was shown by Hume to be very variable; coloration 
in these Buzzards affords no constant distinction; and some {Southern 
Indian birds are even smaller than African, as Hume has shown, 
and have a very naked tarsus. In fact there is no distinct character 
by which B. vulgaris^ B. desertorum^ and B. jplum%ipes can he dis- 
tinguished ; they are mere races imperfectly diferentiated, and aU 
three are represented by typical examples amongst Indian collec- 
tions. I do not think they should be regarded as separate species. 

Distribution, The greater part of Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
This Buzzard is found throughout the Himalayas, and in the 
Nilgiris and other high ranges of Southern India ; it is probably 
resident on the Himalayas, but, so far as is known, only a cold- 



AECniBUTEO. 


395 


weather visitor to the Peninsula of India. In winter it has 
occasionally been met with in Ceylon, and also at Thayet Myo in 
Pegu and at Thatone in Tenasserim. 

Habits^ Yery similar to those of B, feroiv, except that the 
Common Buzzard is chiefly found in the open parts of woodland 
hilly countries. The nest has not been taken within Indian hunts ; 
both nest and eggs are very similar to those of JB. ferox. 


Cenus AECHIBITTEO, Brehm, 1828. 

Precisely the same as Buteo, except that the tarsus is feathered 
in front throughout to the base of the toes, though naked and 
with large transverse scutellse behind. The distinction is convenient, 
but is scarcely of generic importance. 

Pour nearly allied species are recorded, of which one occurs 
occasionally in the higher Himalayas. 

1242. ArcMbuteo hemiptHopus. The Himalayan 
Hough-legged Buzzard, 

Hemisetus strophiatus, Sodgs, tn Oray^s Zool. Misc, p. 81 (1844J, 
descr. nuU^. 

Archibuteo strophiatus. Gray, Cat, Mamm, ^c. Coll Hodg 8, p. 89 
(descr. nullfl); Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p 340 j Sharpe, Cat, B M, i, 
p, 199, pL vii, fig. 2 ; Broohs, J, A, S, B xliii, pt. 2, p. 242 j id, 
S. F, iv, p. 272. 

Archibuteo hemipiilopus, Blyth, J. A, S. B, xv, p. 1 (1846) ; id. Cat, 
p. 28 ; Sorsf, ^ M, Cat. i, p! 883 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 94 ; Hume, 
Bmgh Notes, p. 292 j id, S. F, i, p. 315 ; iv, p. 369 ; id. Cat, no. 49 j 
Gurney, Ibis, 1876, p. 370 ; 1879, p. 178 

Archibuteo cryptogeuys, Hodgson, Calc, Jour, N H, viii, p. 96, pi. 8, 
fig. 1 (1848). 

Archibuteo leucoptera, Hume, S, F, i, p. 818. 

The Brown Bagle Buzzard, Jerdon. 

Coloration very similar to that of Buteo leucocejpTialus, Upper 
parts brown, feathers of nape and upper back broadly edged with 
rufous, a few of the wing-coverts the same in some specimens ; 
upper tail-coverts with rulous or buff tips and bars, bases of nuchal 
feathers white ; quOls as in Buteo ferocc ; tail brown above, sometimes 
pale rufous in part, whitish below, barred darker; lower parts 
brown, with or without rufous, or white with brown spots on the 
throat and breast ; flanks and thigh-coverts always brown. When 
the lower parts are brown, the middle of the breast is often white 
or rufous. 

One specimen is dark chocolate-brown throughout, there is 
scarcely any white even on the bases of the primaries, and pale 
bands only on the basal portion of the tail. Another described by 
Mr. Gurney was rufous on the tail and lower parts, the lower 
breast and abdomen transversely barred with rufous and dark 
brown. 



396 


rALCONID^. 


Bill dusky horn- coloured, yellowish laterally at base of mandible; 
toes and naked part of tarsus livid waxy, claws horny black 
{Bh/ih). 

Length 28 inches ; tail 11 ; wing 20 ; tarsus 3*25 ; mid-toe 
without claw 1*75 ; bill from gape 1*9. 

Bistnbution, A rare bird, of which a few specimens have been 
obtained at high elevations in Sikhim, Nepal, and Kulu. It has 
also occurred near Shanghai in Chma. Nothing is known of its 
habits. 


Genus ASTUR, LacepMe, 1801. 

This and the next two genera contain the typical Hawks, which 
are distinguished from Falcons, Eagles, Buzzards, Harriers, and 
Kites by having proportionally shorter and more rounded wings, 
and from all except the Harriers by having the tibia and tarsus 
nearly equal in length. 

The true Hawks are chiefly found in forest or well-wooded tracts, 
and they always breed on trees. The sexes are very different in 
size. “ Their flight is often near the ground and is performed by 
a few rapid strokes of the wings, alternatmg with a sailing with 
outspread wings. They are more arboreal in their habits than the 
Falcons, hunting in woods or on the skirts of woods, or along 
avenues and hedgerows, and they generally seize their prey by a 
sudden pounce during their flight, not following the quarry to any 
distance as the Falcons do.’’ (Jerdon.) 

Although the group is here divided into three genera, the 
generic distinctions are not very marked, and all the species are by 
some naturalists referred to a single genus, whilst Elaup and 
Gurney refer each of the six Indian kinds to a different generic 
section. 

The genus Astur as here admitted has a short stout bill curving 
sharply from the cere, with a large festoon ; the nostril is moderate 
in size and oval. The wing is short and rounded, extending to 
about the middle of the long tail. Usually the 4th quill is longest, 
occasionally the 3rd or 5th, the three not differing greatly in length. 
Tarsus long, stout, scuteUate in front and behind, reticulate on the 
sides, only the upper part covered with feathers ; toes and claws 
moderate, the bill from the gape measuring J to f the length of 
the tarsus and about | the length of the outer toe. The plumage 
is grey or brown above, spotted beneath in the young, transversely 
barred in adults. 

Besides the true Goshawks, the present genus contains a number 
of smaller Hawks, two of which are Indian, the others being very 
widely distributed. Of the Indian species A. hadim has been dis- 
tinguished as JScelosjpiza or Scelosjptzias^ A, soloensis as Tachyspiza. 
The generic name Micronism employed by Jerdon really belongs 
to an African group known as MeUerase, 
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Key to tlie Sjpecies, 


a. Fourth quill longest. 

a', Size large wing 12 to 15 A p. 397. 

b'. Size small, wing 7 to 9 A. badzus, p. 398. 

b. Third quill longest, wing about 7*5 A. soloensis, p. 400 


1243. Astnr palumharius. The Goshawl . 

Falco palumhariiis, Limi. Syst Kat i, p 130 ('1760) 

Astur palumbanus, Cuv. Kegne An. i, m 320, Blyth^ Cat. p. 23; 
Korsf. §* M. Cat. i, p. 41; Jerd<M^ B. 1. i, p 45 , Stohczka, J. A. 

S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 13 ; Ktime, Bough Notes, p 112 ; id. N. ^ B. 
p. 24 , id. Cat. no. 21 ; id. 8. F. xi, p. 6 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p 243 ; 
Sharpe, Cat B. M. i, p. 95 , Gurney, Ibis, 1875, p. 363 ; Biddulph, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 40 , ^ulh/, ibid. p. 419 ; Oates in BCwne^s N. tj* B. 
2nd ed. iii, p. 118. 

Baz $ , Jarra S , H. 

Coloration. In adult birds the upper parts are brown, with a 
more or less ashy tint, occasionally almost ashy grey ; the crown, 
area behind eye, ear-coverts, and sides of neck darker, sometimes 
almost black ; forehead, lores, long supercilia, and nuchal patch 
uniting them behind streaked and mixed with, white ; quills brown 
above, whitish below, with dark bars ; tail hght brown or brown 
mottled with white above, paler below, crossed by four broad dark 
brown bars and tipped bu% white; lower parts white, with 
blackish shafts and brown bars, which become narrower and more 
numerous in older birds ; lower tail-coverts white unbarred. 

Toung birds are brown above, most of the feathers edged or 
tipped with buffy white ; crown, nape, and hmd-neck with broad 
buffi or pale rufous edges ; quills as in the adult, but with the 
barring more distinct above; tail with 5 dark cross-bars and 
tipped with buffi ; lower parts buffi or pale rufous, with brown 
longitudinal oval spots, each having a black shaft-line in the 
middle. Nestlings are covered with pure white down. 

Length of female 24 ; tail 11 ; wing 14 ; tarsus 3*3 : of a male — 
length 20 ; tail 9*5 ; wing 12*5 ; tarsus 3*2. 

Bill bluish homy ; cere yellow, with a greenish tinge ; iris and 
legs yellow. 

Distribution. Europe generally; Northern and Central Asia. 
The Goshawk is found throughout the Himalayas, but not at low 
elevations except occasionally in winter. Hume obtained a 
specimen from the Khdsi hills. Jerdon thought he had seen 
this bird on the Nilgiris, but it has not since been observed there 
or elsewhere in the Indian Peninsula. 

Habits., Sfc. The Goshawk keeps to woods, and preys on 
pheasants, partridges, pigeons, and other birds and on smidl 
mammals. It breeds on trees in the Himalayas from March till 
June, making a large circular nest of coarse twigs, and laying 
3 or 4 eggs, usually nearly pure white, but occasionally spotted 

or blotch^. . 

The ben Goshawk is the favourite Hawk for sportmg m India ; 
many are brought from the Himalayas and Central Asia and 
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trained to strike Houbara bustard, duck, hares, and sometimes 
partridges. It is flown from the hand, and flies directly at the 
quarry. 

1244. Astnr badius. The Shihra, 

Falco badius, GmeJ, Syst, Kat i, p. 280 (1788). 

Falco dussumieri, Temm, PL Col, pis. 308, 336 (1824). 

Accipiter dukhunensis, P, Z, S. 1^2, p. 79 ; Jerdon^ Madr. 
Jour, L. S. X, p. 83. 

Astur badius, Xaup, Isis^ 1847, p. 190 ; Davison ^ W&nd, S, F, vii, 
p. 73 ; Ball, tbid, p. 197 ; Hume, Cat, no. 23 ; Scully, S, F, viii, 
p. 223 : Doig, ibid, p 370 ; Vidal, S, F ix, p. 30 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl p. 23 ; Butler, 8 F. ix, p. 371 ; Davidson, S. F, x, p 286 ; 
Davison, ibid p. 335 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 22 j Oates in Hume^s 
E 2nd ed. in, p 119. 

Micronisus badius, Bonap Consp Av, i, p. 83, Blyth, Cat, p. 22; 
Horsf, 4* M Cat, i, p. 39; Jeidon, B, L i, p. 48; Hume, Bough 
Notes, p. 117 ; id N ^ E p. 24 ; id, 8, F, i, p. 167 ; A, Anderson, 
P, Z 8. 1871, p. 682; 1876, p. 19; Sharpe, Cat, B, M i, p. 109; 
Blyth ^ Wald, Birds Burm. p. 62 ; Biddulph, Ibis, 1881, p. 40 ; 
St, John, Ibis, 1889, p 152, 

? Astur cenchroides, Severtz, Turk, Jev, p. 113 (1873) ; id 8, F, iii, 
p. 422. 

Micronisus poliopsis, Hume, 8, F, ii, p. 325 (1874) ; Hume ^ Oates, 
8. F. ni, p. 24 ; Hume ^ Inglis, S. F, v, p 9. 

Astur poliopsis, Sharpe, Cat B, M, i, p. 110 , Bingham, S, F, v, 
p. 81 ; Hume ^ Dav, S. F, vi, p. 7 ; Cnpps, 8. F, vii, p. 243 ; 
Hume, Cat no 23 bis ; Bingham, S, F, ix, p. 143 ; Cedes, B. B, 
ii, p. 179 ; Hume, 8, F, xi, p 7. 

Scelospizias badius, Gurney, Ibis, 1876, pp. 367, 360 ; Scully, Ibis, 
1881, 419. ^ 

Scelospizias poliopsis, Gurney, ibid, p. 361 ; Salvadon, Ann. Mus. 

Civ. Gen. (2) iv, p. 671 ; v, p. 667 ; yii, p 374. 

? Astur (Micronisus) sp , Blanf. East. P&*s. ii, p. 108. 

Accipiter brevipes, apvd St John, Ibis, 1889, p. 162 ; nec Sev, 

Shthra J, Chipka or Chvppak djH. ; Kathia $, Tunna Nepal; 
Jali dega, Tel. ; Chinna wallur, Tam. ; Ukussa, Kurula goya, Oing. ; 
Ting-Kyi, Lepcha ; Xl-cham, Bhot. ; Thane, Burm. 



Pig. 97. — Head of A, badtus, x* 


Coloration, ^ Adult male. Upper plumage asby grey, generally 
with a brownish or rufescent collar, which, however, is not always 
present ; quills blackish at the ends, the inner webs except near 
the tip white or huff, marked with blackish bars ; median and 
outermost tail-feathers not barred or obsoletely barred, the other 
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rectrices with 4 or 5 broadish dark bars, the last subterminal ; 
sides of head and neck paler and more rufescent than crown ; 
chin and throat buff or white, with a more or less distinct 
median grey stripe, sometimes wanting; breast rufous, varying 
from rusty to vinous red, with numerous narrow white bars, 
varying in regulanty and distinctness, but never wanting; the 
red gradually fades on the abdomen, and the vent, under tail- 
coverts, and thigh-coverts are white or buff ; wing-lining buff. 

Females are browner and less grey above than old males, and 
the rufous of the lower surface is deeper and less rusty red, but 
the pure grey upper plumage and the rusty red lower surface are, 
according to Jerdon, not assumed before the 4th or 5th year. 

Toung birds are brown above, the feathers at first with rufous 
edges, their white bars conspicuous on the head and nape ; all the 
tail-feathers are barred, the bars on the outer feathers narrower 
and rather more numerous . the lower parts are white, with large 
elongate brown spots, largest on the breast, and there is generally 
a median browm stripe on the throat. 

Bill bluish dusky at the tip ; cere bright yellow ; irides yellow, 
becoming deep orange in old birds ; legs and feet yellow. 

Length of females about 14 ; tail 7 ; \ving 8-25 ; tarsus 2 ; bill 
from gape 0*8: in males the length is about 12*o; wing 7. 
Ceylon and Southern birds are a little smaller, Burmese and Sind 
birds larger. 

Distribution. Eesident throughout India, Burma, and Ceylon, 
ascending the hills of the Indian Peninsula to their summits, and 
breeding on the Himalayas up to about 5000 feet. This Hawk 
ranges westwards into Southern Persia, north (if A. amchroides be 
the same) into Central Asia, and eastwards to Siam, Cambodia, 
and Southern China. At Q-ilgit, according to Scully, the Shikra 
is migratory, passing northwards in April, and southwards in 
September. 

The Burmese Shikra is a well-marked race, and has been 
distinguished as A. jpolioj>sis. It is slightly larger on an average, 
and the male is pSer grey above, without any rufescent collar, 
with the sides of the head greyer, and the median gular stripe 
faint or wanting. The bars on the lower plumage of adult males 
too are deeper rufous and somewhat broader. But all these 
peculiarities are to be found in some Southern and Western Indian 
birds, though not often in the same individual. A large pale 
form from Central Asia, found also in the Punjab, Sind, and 
Baluchistan, has been called A, cenchroides by Severtzoff, I at one 
time mistook some Quetta skins collected by Sir O. B. St. John, 
and belonging to this race, for A. hrevi^es^ Sev., a different species. 

Habits, ^e. The Shikra is very common and well known in 
India, and, except in thick forest or in desert, may be met with 
all over the countiy. Its general food, as Jerdon says, appears 
to be lizards, but it frequently seizes small birds, rats, or mice, and 
sometimes does not disdain a large grasshopper- It has been 
seen feeding on flying termites or white ants. Its call-note is 
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a double whistle. It is more commonly trained than any other 
Indian bird of prey, and is thrown from the hand at quails and 
partridges, or more commonly at crows. According to Jerdon it 
will attack even young pea-fowl and small herons. It breeds 
trees from April to June, making a loosely built nest of twngs 
and sticks lined with grass-roots, and laying usually 3, sometimes 
4, smooth, bluish -white, glossless eggs, usually unspotted, very 
rarely with a Few small greyish specks, and measuriug about 
1*55 by 1*22. 

1245. Astur soloensis. IforsfelcVs Short-toed Bawl', 

Falco soloensis, Horsf, T) Lmn. Soc xiii, p 137 (1821) 

Tachyspiza soloensis, Kawp, Class. Sang Tog. p 116. 

Tachyspizias soloensis, Gmnefg^ Ibis, 1876, p. 365. 

Micronisus soloensis, Hoi sf. M Cat i, p. 38 ; V Belzeln^ Ueise Nov., 
Aves, p. 12 ; Ball, S. F. i, p. 52 , Hume, S F. ii, p. 141 . 

Astur soloensis, Sharpe, Cat. B.M i, p 114, pi iv, fig 1 j FLume, 
S F V, p. 124; Bume <§• JDav. S. F vi, p. 8; Hume, Cat. 
no. 23 ter ; Bingham, S. F. ix, p. 143 ; Oates, B. B. h, p 180. 

Coloration. Adidt. Upper parts blackish ashy, basal portions of 
scapulars and of inner webs of quills white, the latter more 
or less banded ; tail barred as in A. hacHus, the middle and outer 
feathers unbarred in old birds ; sides of head and neck ashy grey ; 
throat huffy white, streaked with grey ; breast and flanks almost 
uniform vinous or ferruginous red, passing on the abdomen and 
thigh-coverts into white on the lower abdomen and under tail- 
coverts ; wing-lming buff. Sexes similar in colour and size. 

Young bii5s very similar to those of A. badius, but darker 
above. Birds that have not attained the fully adult plumage 
have all the tail-feathers banded and traces of barring on the 
breast. 

Bill homy plumbeous; cere and orbits light yellow ; irides pale 
straw-colour , legs and feet orange-yellow. 

Length of a female 12 ; tail 6*4 ; wing 7*5 ; tarsus 1*6 ; bill 
from gape 0*8. The third quill is longest, fourth slightly shorter. 

Ihstrihution. Southern China to the Malay Peninsula and Archi- 
pelago as far as New Guinea, and in Southern Tenasserim. A 
specimen was obtained by Bingham near the Thoungyin Eiver, 
almost west of Moulmem, another at Malewoon by Davison, and a 
third on Oar Nicobar by the ‘ Novara ’ Expedition. 

Habits, ^c. A forest bird. The specimen shot by Bingham had 
been feeding on lizards and frogs. Nidification not known. 


Genus LOPHOSPIZIAS, Kaup, 1844. 

Similar to Astur, except that there is a small crest formed by 
the nuchal feathers being somewhat lengthened, and the lower 
surface in adults is differently marked. There are two species, 
one of which is peculiar to Celebes, the other is Indian. 
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1246. Lophospizias trivirgatus. The Crested Goshawl\ 

Falco triviigatus, Temm, PL Col. pi. 303 (1824), 

Spizaetus rufitinctus, McClelland, P. Z. S. 1839, p. 153, 

Astiir indicus, tn Gray^sZooL Misc p. 81 (1844)/descr.niillil. 
Lophospiza trivirgatus, Kaup, Class. Savyth. Yog. p. 118 ; Plume 
Movgli Notes, p. 116 ; Bourdillon, S. F. iv, p. 356 ; ix, p. 299. ^ 

Astur tnvirgatus, Blytk, Cat. p. 23 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat i, p. 42 : Beavan 
P. Z. 8. 1868, p. 394 ; Shatpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 106 ; Butler, 8, F. iii 
p, 439 ; Ball, 8. F vii, p. 197 ; mrne, Cat no. 22: Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 20 ; Bavison, 8 F. x, p. 334 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 177 : id. 
in Hume's N. JE. 2nd ed. iii, p. 119 ; Bames, Birds Bom. p. 22 
Astur (Lophospiza) tri\irgatus, Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 47 , Godxo.-Ausi 
J A. 8 B. xxxix, pt. 2, p. 92; Hartert, J. f. 0 1889, p. 376 
Lophospizias trivirgatus, Gkmiey, Ibis, 1875, p. 355; id. 8. F. v 
p. 602 : Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Burm. p. 62 : 8alvadorL Ann. Mm, 
Civ. Gen. (2) vii. p. 374. 

Lophospiza indica, Mume Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 24 ; Hume & Inglis 

8.F.y,^.Q 'u y 

Lophospiza nifitinctus, Hume, 8. F. v, p. 124 ; Huyne 8c Bav 8 F 

Yi,p.7. 

Astur nifitinctus, Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 197 ; xi, p. 7 ; id. Cat no. 22 bis. 

Gor Besra, Manik Besra, Koteswar, H.,- Churiari, Jamal Kathi, Jurve 
Nepal ; KoTala deg a, Tel. ^ * 


Coloration. Adult Forehead, crown, and smaU nuchal crest 
blackish, passing into ashy on the sides of the head and neck, the 
feathers dark-shafted ; cheeks and ear-coverts ashy ; upper parts 
from the nape dark brown with more or less gloss ; upper tail- 
coverts tipped white ; quills with blackish bars, ill-marked above, 
distinct below,* tail-feathers with 4 broad blackish bands; chin and 
throat white with 3 blacbsh stripes, one median and one on each 
side bordering the grey cheeks; breast-feathers rufous-brown, 
paler or darker, with white edges, the amount of brown apparently 
increasing with age; abdomen and thigh-coverts tranWrsely 
barred white and brown, the bars broader on the abdomen than on 
the thighs; under tail-coverts white; under wing-coverts bufi^ 
white with brown spots. 

Young birds are brown above, the feathers with pale edges and 
the buff basal portions showing on the head and neck ; lower sur- 
faces buff, with indications of the three gular stripes, and with 
some brown spots on the breast, abdomen, and under tail-coverts, 
and a few dark bars on the thigh-coverts. 

Bill dark bluish brown, blackish at the tip ; cere, gape, and eyelids 
gr^nish yellow ; irides golden yellow ; legs and feet dull or pale 
yellow. ^ 

Himalayan females measure : length about 18 inches ; tail 8-6 ; 
wing 10*5 ; tarsus 2*75 ; bill from gape 1*2 : males rather less,' 
wmg 9*3. Birds from Southern India and Ceylon are much 
smaller— length of females about 16 ; tail 7 ; wing 8*5 ; tarsus 2*3 - 
bill from gape 1*1 : of males, length 14*5, wing 8. The largo race 
IS L. rufitinctua of McClelland and L. indims of Hodgson ; the 
smaller agrees with typical L, trivirgatus, originally described from 
Sumatra. As there is no distinction except size, this is clearly 

Toi,.m. ^ 2 d 
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one of the numerous instances in which Northern Indian birds 
are much larger than their South Indian, Ceylonese, and Malay 
representati'ves ; and, as Mr. Gurney has shown, both forms vary 
in size and pass into each other. 

Distribution. The great forests and hilly tracts of India, Ceylon, 
and Burma, the Malay Peninsula, Cambodia, Sumatra, Java, 
Borneo, the Philippines, Pormosa, and probably Southern China 
and Siam. In India generally this is a rare bmd. It has been 
recorded from the Himalayas as far west as Kumaun, and Butler 
believed he saw an individual at Mount Abn. 

Eahits^ A forest bird, living chiefly in high trees, and feeding 
on small birds and hzards. ft has a shrill whistling call. The 
nest has been found on a high tree in Sikhim on May 2nd and in 
Travancore in April, and contained in one case two eggs, in the 
other two young birds. The eggs were pale greenish white and 
measured 2 by 1*4 inches. 

Genus ACCIPITEE, Brisson, 1760. 

This genus, to which the true Sparrow-Hawks belong, is separated 
from Astur on account of the much greater length and slenderness 
of the tarsi and toes. The middle toe is especially long, projecting 
far beyond the others. The bill from the gape is about one-third the 
length of the tarsus and about one-half the middle toe with the daw. 

The genus Accipiier is almost cosmopolitan and comprises about 
25 species, of which two are Indian. 

Key to the Species. 

a. No gular stripe j 5 or 6 dark bars, one terminal, 

on 4th quill in adults A. nisuSf^. 402. 

h. Generally a dark gular stripe; 7 or 8 dark bars 

on 4th quill in adults A. viryatus, p. 404. 

1247. Accipiter nisus. The Sparrow-Hawk. 

Falco nisus, Linn. Syst. Nat i, p. 130 (1766), 

Falco nisosimilis, Tickell, J. A. S. B. ii, p. 671 (1883). 

Accipiter subtypicus, Eodgs. in Qray^s Zool. Misc. p. 81 (1844), descr. 
nuJll 

Accipiter nisus, Blyth^ Cat. p, 21 ; Eoraf. §• M. Cat. i, p. 36 , Jerdon^ 
J i, p. 61 ; id. Ibis, 18/1, p. 243 ; JSume, Bough Notes, p, 124 ; 
id. N. ^ E. p. 26 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 132 ; Etme, S. F. iv, 
p. 280; xi, p. 7 ; id. Cat. no. 24; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 10; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 181 , id. in Harness N. E. 2nd ed. iii, p, 122 ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 24. 

Accipiter melanoschistus, Hume, i6i«,1869, p. 366 ; id. BoughNates, 
p. 128 ; Blanf. 8. F. v, p. 482 ; Huim, S. F. vii, p. 333 ; id. Cat. 
no. 24 bis ; Biddvtph, Ibis, 1881, p. 41. 

The European Sparrow-Hawk, Jerdon ; Basha $ , BasMn * c? > M. ; 
Wamapa dega, Tel. 

* jU noticed by Blyth, J. A. S. B. rix, p 331, Basha is a masculine noun and, 
it may be added, Bashin is feminine. It is not probable that native falconers 
tnisteike sex of Hawts, as they evidently know those of Falcons. 
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QohraUoti, Adult male. Upper parts slaty gi^ey, some birds 
darker than others, the white bases of the feathers showing more 
or less on the nape and supercilia; feathers of scapulars, rump, 
and upper tail-coverts, and sometimes of the back, dark-shafted ; 
quills dark browm above, whitish beneath, ^vith broad blackish cross- 
bands ; tail generally with 4 (sometimes 5) cross-bars on the 
middle feathers, 5 or 6 on the outer, the last bar broadest and sub- 
terminal, tips of feathers white ; lower parts white or buff, the 
feathers more or less distinctly dark-shafted ; breast and flanks 
very often suffused with rusty red, the throat with a few dark 
shaft-lines; the breast, abdomen, and thigh-coverts rather irre- 
gularly barred with rufous-browm, the bars usually as broad as the 
interspaces, but in very old birds either rusty red or narrow and 
dark brown ; under tail -coverts w’hite. 

Adult females are browner above, and less rufous beneath, with 
the dark shafts to the feathers of the breast more conspicuous. 

Young birds are brown above, the feathers with rufous edges at 
first, the w^hite very conspicuous on the nape and supercilia ; lower 
parts white, buff, or brownish buff ; feathers of the breast, abdomen, 
and lower wing-coverts wuth dark shafts and spade- or heart-shaped 
rufous-brown spots with dark edges ; these spots pass into bars. 

Bill bluish grey ; cere, legs, and toes yellow, claws black ; irides 
yellow in young birds, orange in old. 

Sexes very different in size. Length of female about 15 ; tail 7 ; 
wing 9*5 ; tarsus 2*4 ; mid toe without claw 1*6 ; bill from gape 
•85 ; in the male, len^h about 13 ; tail 6*5 ; wing 8 ; tarsus 2*1. 

Distribution. Throughout Europe and Northern Asia ; a winter 
visitant to the Peninsula of India, China, and Northern Africa. 
It is found in the Indian Peninsula in jungly and well wooded 
hilly tracts, not in dense forest nor in very open country ; it is 
rare in Burma, and has not been hitherto obtained in Ceylon. It 
is resident and breeds on the Himalayas ; the Himalayan race, which 
is rather large (wing in females 10 to 10*5) and very dark-coloured 
above, in females especially, having been distinguished by Hume 
as melanoscliistus. This form, however, cannot be regarded as more 
than a variety. 

ffabits, 6 ^ 0 . The Sparrow-Hawk is everywhere known for its 
swiftness and courage ; it keeps principally to woodland tracts and 
glides amongst trees and bu^es with marvellous ease. It feeds 
<^hiefly on birds and captures them up to the size of a pigeon. It 
is easily trained, and the female has been taught to take partridges 
and sand-grouse, hut is generally used for sm^er prey. It breeds 
in the Himalayas in May and June, builds a rough nest of sticks 
on a tree, or takes possession of a deserted crov^s nest, and lays 
usually 4 eggB, but sometimes as many as 6 or 7. These are bluish 
white, oval, much spotted and blotched with rufous-brown, espedaUy 
towards the broader end, and measure about 1*7 by 1*3. 


2i)2 
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1248. Accipiter virgatus* The Besm B;paTrm~Haivlc. 

FaJco virgatus, Beimo,, Temm. PL Co/, pi. 109 (1824). 

Accipiter besra, Jerdon, Madr. Jour, A. S, x, p. 84 (1839) ; id. III, 
Ind. Orn. pis. 4, 29. 

Accipiter affiuiiis, Hodgson m Grayh ZooL Mise, p. 81 (1844), descr. 
nulla. 

Accipiter nisoides, Blyth, J, A, 8 B, xti, p. 727 (1847) ; id. Cat, 
p. 22 ; id. Ibis, 1866, p. 28 ; 1866, p. 239 ; 1870, p. 158 ; Stolicsla, 
J, A, 8, B, xxxTii, pt. 2, p. 13. 

Accipiter -virgatus, Blyth, Cat, p. 22 ; Horsf, <5* M, Cat, i, p. 37 ; 
Jerdon^ B, L i, p 52 ; 8toliczlaj J A, 8 B, xli, pt. 2, p. 230 ; Hume, 
Px>ugh HoteSj p. 132; Jerdon, This, 1871, p. 243, Holdsioorth, 
P, Z. 8, 1872, p. 411 , Adam, 8, F, i, p. 368 ; Hume, 8, F, ii, p. 141 ; 
iii, p. 446 ; iv, p. 280 ; ix, p. 231 ; xi, p. 8; id. Cat no. 26 ; Skarpe, 
Cat, B, M. i, p. 160 ; Blyth *5* Wald, Birds Bw m p. 62 ; Gurney, 
Ibis, 1876, p. 480 : A, Anderson, P, Z, 8, 1876, p. 19; Butler, 8, F, 
V, p. 226 ; Hume ^ Hav, 8. F, yi, p. 10 ; Ball, 8, F, yii, p. 197 ; 
Sharpe, 8, F, viii, p. 440 ; Gurney, ihid. p. 448 ; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl, p. 26 ; Parker, 8, F, ix, p. 475; Iteid, 8, F, x, p. 6; Davism, 
ibid. p. 336 ; Oates, B. B, ii, p 182 ; id. i'» N, ^ E, 2nd ed 

iii, p. 124 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 24, 

Astur gularis, Temm, 8cM. Faun, Jap,, Aves, p. 5, pi 2 (1845-50). 

Teraspizias rbodogastra, Blyth, Birds Burm, p. 62 ; nec Nisus rhodo- 
gaster, SchJeg. ; Gurney, Ibis, 1876, p. 278. 

Besra Dhoti ^,Khand Besra, Khandesra, II.; Yaishtapa Dega, 
Tel. ; XJrMlu, Can. , Vkissa, Cing. 

Coloration, Adult male. Above slaty grey, generally dark, occa- 
sionally blackish ; nuchal feathers and scapulars white at the base ; 
sides of head paler than crown and rufescent; quills brownish 
grey above, whitish below, with broad dark cross-bars almost 
throughout, 7 or 8, including the terminal band, on 4th quiU ; tail 
dark ashy above, paler below, with 4 broad black cross-bands on all 
feathers except the outer pair, which have five or six narrower 
obHqne bars, that disappear in old birds ; throat white, generally 
with a broad dark median band, hut this is wanting in some aged 
specimens ; upper breast rufescent, the feathers in the middle with 
dark shafts and white edges ; lower breast, abdomen, and thigh- 
coverts banded white and rufescent brown, but generally suffused 
with rusty red, especially on the breast and flanks, to such an 
extent as partially or wholly to conceal the bars ; in very old birds 
the breast becomes pale rufescent or even lavender-grey and the 
barring scarcely perceptible ; vent and lower tail-coverts always 
white. 

Adult f males differ m being dark brown above ; the croi;\Ti and 
nape above blackish or dark slaty ; wings and tail browner than 
in males ; the throat is white, with a broad dark median stripe ; 
upper breast mostly rufous-brown, only the sides of the feathers in 
the middle of the breast white, and the brown medial parts of the 
same often mixed with blackish ; lower breast, abdomen, and thi^h- 
coverts handed rufous-brown and white, the brown bands growmg 
very broad and the white narrow in old birds ; a ferruginous suffu- 
sion is occasionally found as in males, but appears to be rare. 
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Young birds brown above, the feathers with rufous maar^ns ; 
beneath buff or brownish white, a dark brown median band on the 
throat, and large brown spots on the breast, abdomen, and thigh- 
coverts, most elongate on the breast. The spots on the lower 
parts are replaced by bars as the bird grows older. 

The Eesra is a variable species and undergoes several changes in 
coloration before it becomes adult, hence many doubts have arisen 
as to whether one or more species are included. 

Bill leaden grey, blackish at the tip; cere pale lemon-yellow; irides 
bright yellow, orange in old birds ; legs and feet yellow. 

A Himalayan female measures : — ^length 14-5 ; tail 7 ; wing 8 ; 
tarsus 2*15 ; mid toe 1'5 ; bill from gape ‘7 : the male is smaller, 
tail 5, wing 6*75, In Ceylon, Tenasserim, and Andaman females 
the wing is 7 to 7*6 long, m males 5*5 to 6*4. As usual, Horthem 
birds are larger than Southern, Japan and Chinese specimens 
being even larger than Himalayan, according to G-urnev’s measure- 
ments. The larger Northern race is A. gularis. Probably the 
Chinese, Malay, and Philippine A. stevensoni is only a variety, 

JDistrihution. A resident throughout the Himalayas, and in the 
great forests of the Peninsula and Ceylon, wandering occasionally 
into other parts of the country, as young birds have been recorded 
even from Sdmbhar and Cutch, It has also been found occasion- 
ally in Assam and in various parts of Burma, Japan, China, South- 
eastern Asia generally, and the Indo-Malayan islands. 

HahitSi 4‘c. A forest-hawk hving on small birds chiefly, but also 
on lizards and insects. It is highly esteemed for sporting purposes 
by native falconers on account of its speed, courage, and endurance, 
and is thought by them superior to A. nisus. Very little is known 
of the breeding, but the nest has been taken by Mr. Gammie in 
Sikhim and by Mr. H. Parker* in Ceylon. Both nest and eggs 
resemble those of A. Qiism. 

Genus PERNIS, Cuvier, 1817. 

The Honey-Buzzards are distinguished from all other Accipitrine 
birds by having the lores and sides of the head, hke the forehead and 
chin, covered with small scale-like feathers, without any bristles 
or bristly ends. This dense covering probably serves as a protec- 
tion against the stings of bees and wasps, the combs and young of 
which form the principal food of the genus. 

The bill is weak, rather elongate, not much hooked at the end, 
and with a small festoon or none ; nostrils long, narrow, and oblique, 
the upper margin membranous. Wings *long, 3rd and 4th quills 
fiubequd and longest, 5th very little shorter. Tail moderately long, 
slightly rounded. Tarsus short, stout, plumed halfway down in 
front, the naked portion covered all round with small subhexagomd 
non-imbricate scales ; toes long, covered above with bony trans- 
verse shields, all divided except the last two or three ; claws^ long, 
slightly curved, middle claw somewhat dilated on the inner side. 

Honey-Buzzards occur throughout most parts of Europe, Asia, 
and Africa, and one species is Indian. A second, described by 
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Hume as P. tiveeddalii (S. T. ix, p. 446 ; x, pp. 122 , 573, plate), was 
founded on specimens from the Malay Peninsula and was at first 
regarded as identical with P. hracliypievus^ the type of which was 
sent to Blyth by Captain Berdmore from Mergui. But the de- 
scription of P. hracliyj^Urm would apply equally well to a young 
P. cristaius, and until an unmistakable specimen is obtained from 
Tenasserim,P. txveeddalil cannot be included amongst Burmese birds. 

1249. Pemis cristatus. The Crested Honey^-Buzzard, 

Buteo cristatus. Cm?;., VieilL TahLEnc. Metli,. 0)xu p 1226 (March 
1823). 

Palco ptilorhynchus, Temm. PL Col pi. 44 (July 1823). 

Perms cnstata, Cuv. Pegne An. ed. 2, i, p. 335 (1829) ; Jerdon^ 
Madr. Jour L. 8 . x, p. 73 ; JBlyth, Cat. p. 18 ; Morsf. M. Cat. i, 
p. 63 5 Jerdmi, B. 1 . i, p. 108 ; Mume^ Rough Kotes, p. 380 ; Blyth. 
jr6z>,1870,p 160;?^?. /S’.P i,p 103;^Wc?ifow,P. Z.>S'.1872,p.80; 
Adam^ 8 . P. i, p. 360 ; Brooks, J. A. 8 . B sliii, pt. 2, p. 243. 

Perms ptilorhynchus, 8 teph. Gen. Zool xiii, pt- 2, p. 44, pi. 36 ; 
JEColdsworih, P.Z 8 1872, p. 414 ; Hume, iV". ^ P. p. ^ ; Bxitler, 8 , F, 
ill, p. 448 j Blyth ^ Wald. Buds Bu)m. p. 60; Fairhaidi, 8 . P. 
iv, p 263 ; Hume I)av. 8 F. ri, p. 23 ; Ball, 8 . F vii, p. 200 ; 
Hume, Cat, no. 57 ; Butler, 8 . F ix, p. 376 ; Gumey, Ibis, 1880, 
p. 203 ; Reid. 8 . F. x, p. 13 , Davison, ibid, p 340 ; Oates, B, B. 
u, p. 207; Hmne, 8 , F. xi, p. 16, Barnes, Bxrds Bom.^ 67 5 
Oates tn Hmids iv. ^ F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 181. 

Perms^ elhotti, Jameson, Mem. Wern. 800 yii, p. 493 (1838), descr. 
nullii ; Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8 . x, p. 74. 

Pemis brachypterus, Blyth, J. A. 8 . B xxi, p. 436 (1862) ; Hume, 
8 . P\ ui, p. 36 , id. Cat. no 67 bis 

Pemis ptilonorliynchus, 8 ha) pe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 347 ; Leyge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 89. 

Sliahutela, Madkdre, H. ; Madhava, Nepal ; Tenu gedda, Tel. ; Ten 
prandu, Tam.; Jen alawa, Can.; lutalu, Yerkli; Malsimari, hlhari. 
All names haying reference to honey. 


Fig. 98. — Head of P. onsiatm, -J. 

Coloration very variable. The adult plumage most commonly 
seen is the following ; forehead, lores, sides of head, including ear- 
coverts and chin, ashy grey (the extent varies), passing gradually 
into the dark brown of the neck, body, and wings ; sometimes there 
is a small nuchal crest of black or brown ovate feathers. Blackish 
shaft-stripes frequently occur on the crown, neck, back, wiag- 
coverts, and breast, or on some of them. Primaries browm outside, 
whity brown inside, with black ends and two blackish bands. Taif 
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black or blackish brown ; the narrow tip, a broad band 2 to S 
inches wide about the middle, and a narrower half-inch band just 
beyond the coverts pale greyish brown. 

The ashy grey o£ the head is sometimes wanting, the brown of 
the upper surface is not always uniform, and the lower surface is 
often lighter than the upper, and is in many birds spotted or trans- 
versely banded with w’hite ; the throat may be light browm mixed 
with white, or mainly white, and is not unfrequently marked with 
three blackkh longitudinal stripes, generally united behind. 

In young birds the crown and nape are light rufous with dark 
shaft-stripes and w^hite bases, the latter usually conspicuous; 
occasionally the whole head is white with blackish stripes ; the upper 
parts are brown, the feathers more or less edged with white ; qmlls 
and tail very irregularly mottled and barred with ashy brown ; 
lower parts either pure white with or without dark brown lon- 
gitudinal stripes or drops, or pale or dark brown with blackish 
shaft-stripes. The crest is generally well developed, but the crest- 
feathers are only about i to | inch longer than the others. 

In most birds in a transition state the feathers of the lower 
parts are banded brov\ n and white, especially on the lower abdomen^ 
thigh-coverts, <fec., and some of these feathers are generally to be 
found at all ages ” (Jerclon). 

Hume has pointed out that the adults may always be known by 
the broad pale cross-band on the tail not being barred though it 
may be mottled. 

Bill blackish, gape and base of lower mandible bluish ; cere deep 
leaden colour ; iris golden yellow, brownish yellow, or red; legs and 
feet yellow. 

Length of females about 27 inches ; tail 10*5 ; wing 17-1; tarsus 2 ; 
mid-toe without claw 2*1 ; bill from g^e 1-7. Males run rather 
smaller : length 25 inches, wing 16. Birds from Southern India, 
Ceylon, and Burma are smaller than those from Northern India. 

Distribution. Almost throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, in 
suitable places ; also in Siam, Cochin China, the Philippine Islands,, 
the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra, Java, and Borneo. This bird is only 
found in the Himalayas below about 4000 feet, and it is in these 
mountains rare to the eastward, though specimens were obtained 
by MandelH in Sikhim ; it occurs in the Punjab, but has not been 
observed in Sind. It is most common in well-wooded and well- 
watered tracts. It is partially at all events migratory in Ceylon,, 
and probably in parts of India. It is rare in Tenasserim, but less 
so in Pegu and Upper Burma. 

Habits^ ^ 0 . The Crested Honey-Buzzard lives amongst trees and is 
occasionally seen soaring above them. Its flight is direct and 
hurried rather than quick, and it seldom flies far, except when soaring. 
It feeds principally on the combs of bees, — eating honey, wax, and 
larvm, — also on bees themselves, on other insects, on reptiles,, 
and it is said on the eggs and young of small birds. It is by no 
means a shy bird, and is often found living and even breeding in 
well-wooded gardens and in groves around houses. It breeds from 
April to July in Northern Lidia, builds a nest of sticks thickly 
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lined with leaves or grass (often with green leaves) on a fork of a 
tree, and lays usually two eggs, but sometimes only one, broad oval 
in shape, white or bufE thickly mottled and blotched with blood-red, 
reddish or yellowish brown, and measuring about 2*03 by 1*72. 

Genus HffACHiERHAMiPHXrS, Westerman, 1848. 

This remarkable genus has been placed by ornithologists gene- 
rally near Fernis, which it resembles in its denselv feathered lores. 
At the same time the peculiar very compressed bill and wide gape 
and the long unequal toes and claws show* the present to be a very 
aberrant and specialized form. It comprises tw’^o species — one 
inhabiting South Africa and Madagascar, the other a Malay bird 
found also in Southern Tenasserim. 

The bill is small and excessively compressed anteriorly, so that 
the sharply curved culmen forms a narrow keel; cere very thin 
and inconspicuous, the feathering of the lores extending almost to 
the elongate narrow quasi-longitudinal nostril. Gape very broad. 
A nuchal crest present. Feathers of lores dense but not scale- 
like, without bristles in the Indian species. Wings long, the 3rd 
quill longest ; tail moderate, square, lower tail-coverts long. Tarsus 
only feathered at the base in front, naked portion reticulated ; toes 
very long, unequal, outer much longer than inner, but the inner 
claw much larger than the outer and nearlv equal to the hind claw , 
middle claw slightly dilated on the inner side. 

1250. Machaerhamphus alcinus. The Slender-lilled Pern. 

Mach^rhamphus alcinus, Western. Bijd t d. JDierh. i, p, 30, pi. 
(1848) ; Shai'pe, Cat. JB M. i, p. 342 ; Hwnie, S. F, lii, p. 269 ; 
id. Cat. no. 57 ter ; JSwne 8r Dav 8. F. vi, p. 24 ; Gurney ^ Ibisj 
1879, p. 464 ; Oates^ B. B. ii, p. 206. 

Coloration. Black more or less tinged with brown, except the 
feathers on the upper and lower eyelids and on the throat and middle 
of the breast, which are white ; a black stripe from the chin down 
the middle of the throat. In some specimens, probably immature, 
there is more white on the breast, and indications of bars on the 
tail-feathers, and a Malacca skin shows a narrow white collar. 

BOl black; cere very thin (apparently black); irides bright 
yellow; legs and feet pale plumbeous {Davison). 

Length of a male 18 ; tail 7 ; wing 144 ; tarsus 24 ; mid-toe 
without claw 1*9 ; bill from gape 1'8. 

Bktriibution. Malay Peninsula, Borneo, and 1^’ew Guinea ; a single 
specimen was obtain^ by Mr. Hough at Malewoon in the extreme 
south of Tenasserim. Nothing is known of the habits, but the bird 
is very probably crepuscular. 

Genus BAZA, Hodgson, 1836. 

This is another generic type the relations of which are very 
doubtful. It has been referred by different naturalists to the Bates, 
to the Falcons, and to the Honey-Buzzards. 
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There is a long nuchal crest of but few feathers. The bill is 
stout, the culmen well curved, and the cutting-edge of the upper 
mandible furnished in adults with two teeth or projecting angles 
on each side (in young birds the tooth is often single) ; the cere 
is small ; nostrils narrow, slightly oblique, with the upper border 
membranous. Wings moderate, the 3rd or 4th quill longest; 
tail extending beyond the closed wings, square at the end. Feathers 
on anterior part of flanks very long, covering the sides of the 
abdomen. Tarsus short, feathered in front for half its length or 
rather more, naked parts reticulated ; toes scutellate above ; middle 
toe about as long as the tarsus, outer toes subequal. 

This genus is found in Africa and Madagascar, the Oriental region 
and parts of the Australian. About a dozen species are known, of 
which three occur within our limits. 

Key to the S^pedesm 

a. Upper plumage chiefly black; 3rd quill longest. B, lophotes, p. 409. 
h* U pper plumage brown ; 4th quill longest. 
a' Sides of throat rufous m adults ; wing 13 . . B.jerdo7i% p 411. 

5' Sides of throat grey in adults ; wing 12 B ceylonetuiSf p. 411. 



Fig, 90. — Head of lophofes, 


1251. Baza lophotes. The Black^crestecl Baza, 

Falco lophotes, Temm, PL Col. pi. 10 (1824). 

Falco lathami, J. E, Gray in Qr^, An. King, vi, p. 30 (1829). 

Baza syama, JKodge, J, A, 3, B, v, p. 777 (1^6) ; vi, p. 362. 

Baza lophotes, G. JR. Gr<mf^ List Gen. B. (1840) p. 4 ; Jerdon^ hladr. 
Jour L 8. xiii, pt. 2, p. 117 ; Blytkj Cat.v. 17 ; Layard, A.M.N. JT. 
(2) xii, p. 102 ; Horsf. i? p. o2 ; Jerdonf B. I. i, p. Ill ; 

Hume, Bmgk Notes, p. 337 ; Godw.-Aust. J. A. 3. B. xmx, pt. 2, 
p. 93 ; 3harpe, Cat, JB. M. i, p. 362 ; Blyth, Birds Btirm. p. 60 ; 
Inglis, 3. JP. v, p. 15 ; Hume ^ Dav. 3. F. vi, p. 24 ; Htme, Cat* 
no. 58 ; Bingham, 3. F. viii, p. 191 ; ix, p. 145 ; Le^e, Birds Ceyl. 
p. 98 ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 20o ; Hume Cripps, 3. F. xi, p. 16 , 
Hcmxvoell, Jour. Bom. N H. 3oe. vii, p. 403, 

Coloration. Adult. Head and neck all round with long nuchal 
crest, and upper plumage generally, including the wings and tail, 
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black ; the inner portion of the scapulars and a band across the 
tertiaries white ; some ferruginous red on the tertiaries and some- 
times on the scapulars below the white, also on the outer webs of 
the later primaries and earlier secondaries ; lower surface of quillsy 
of larger under viing-coverts and of tail-feathers ashy, except the 
ends of the primaries and subterminal patch on some of the tail- 
feathers, which are blackish ; a broad \^hite gorget, followed by a 
black band more or less mixed with ferruginous ; lower breast and 
long feathers on the flanks buff I’lith ferruginous cross-bars; 
abdomen, posterior flanks, and lower tail-coverts black. 

Tn younger birds there is much more ferruginous red and rather 
more white on the scapulars and quills, the upper surface and 
throat are duller black, the dark pectoral band behind the white 
gorget is mostlv ferruginous red, and the red bands on the long 
feathers of the flanks are faint or wanting. 

Bill horny plumbeous, ^tipped brownish above and whitish below ; 
cere, legs, and feet dull leaden blue; indes purplish brown ; claves 
horny {Bingham), 

A male measures : length about 12*5 ; tail 5*5 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 
1*1 ; mid-toe 1*2; bill from gape 1. Bemales are rather larger: 
length 13 ; wing 9*9. 

Dlstrihiition, The base of the Himalayas as far west as Hepal, 
Assam, Oachar, Manipur, Ari*akan, Tenasserim, Cochin China and 
the Malay Peninsula, and in Ceylon. This bird is also occasionally 
killed near Calcutta (according to Blyth in the rainy season) ; a 
specimen was once shot by Jerdon near Nellore. According to 
both Blyth and Jerdon, B, lo 2 >hotes occurs sparingly throughout 
India, but it appears doubtful whether it has ever been met with 
near the west coast. Ball has not recorded it from Chutia Hag- 
pur, and I never saw nor heard of it in the Central Provinces nor 
in the Bombay Presidency, It breeds in Assam and Burma ; but 
is regarded by Legge as probably a cold-weather migi-ant in 
Ceylon. 

Habits^ A denizen of high tree-forest, this, one of the most 
beautiful of Accipitrine birds, appears to be nowhere common. 
It is somewhat gregarious, has a sharp Idte-like cry, and lives 
mainly on insects, though a hzard is said in one case to have been 
found in its stomach. Very little is known of the mdification : 
Mr. Cripps obtained a nest containing two young birds in Upper 
Assam on June 21st, and Colonel Bmgham saw two adults fee^g 
a young bird near the Thoungvin, Tenasserim, on August 11th ; 
but quite recently Mr. Hauxwell obtained a nest with three eggs, 
also in the Thoungyin valley, on April 30th. The nest was 
about a foot in diameter, formed of twigs, with a slight central 
depression lined with fresh leaves. The eggs were hard-set, chalky 
white in colour, and broad ovals, measuring on an average 1*5 
by 1-25, 

This and other species of Baza^ have the habit, when seated, of 
erecting their crests almost vertically. 
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1252. Baza jerdoni. BlytKs Bam, 

^ Faleo lathami, a^md Tickell, X A, S. B, ii, p. 5Gi) (1833), nec Gray , 
Waldm, Ibis, 1876, p 340. 

Lophastur jerdoni, Blyth, J. A. 8, B, xi, p. 464 (1842) ; xv, p. 4. 

Avieeda sumatrensis, Xa/r. Bev, Zool, 1848, p. 210. 

Baza jerdoni, Blyth, Cat, p. 18; Sharpe, Ibis, 1893, p. 557. 

Baza sumatrensis, Sharpe, Cat, B, M. i, p. 357, pi. xi, fig. 1 ; Hime, 
S, F, iii, p. 313 ; rii, p. 198 note , Sume Bav, S, F, vi, p. 25 ; 
Hume, Cat, no. 58 bis ; Gurney, S, F, ^iii, p, 444 ; id. Ibis, 1880, 
p. 471 ; Oates, B B. ii, p. 209. 

Baza incognita, Hmne, S, F. lii, p. 314 (1875). 

Coloration, Adult, Middle of crown and the long Spizaetiis^ikii- 
crest black ; forehead, superciha, sides of neck, and hiud-iieck deep 
rufous with black streabs ; lores grey with black bnstles ; upper 
parts from the neck dark brown ; scapulars and upper tail- 
coverts with broad dark ends; quills and tail-feathers lighter 
brown, with broad blackish subterminal bands and narrower bands 
further up — 4 or 5 altogether, including the last, on the quills, 
and 3 on the tail ; lower surface of quills and tail-feathers whitish, 
and the dark bands, except the last tvro on the quills and the last 
on the tail, indistinct ; clun, throat, and middle of breast white, 
with a narrow median black line on the throat ; sides of throat and 
of upper breast rufous; lower breast and abdomen with broad 
alternating cross-bars of dark rufous and white. 

Younger birds are paler throughout and have four distinct tail- 
bands ; the head and neck are pale rufous above with black shaft- 
stripes, the dorsal feathers and upper wing- coverts have pale 
rufous edges; the crest-feathers have a long white tip. The 
median dark band to the throat is often w^anting ; the throat and 
breast are pale rufous with white edges to the feathers, and the 
lower breast and abdomen are banded with pale rufous. There is 
probably also a still younger (nesthng) plumage, descnbed by 
Blyth as resembling beneath that of a young Accijnter, and the 
“ mesial dark streak, flanked with whitish, may be traced almost to 
the vent.’’ 

Length of a male 18*5 ; tail 9 ; wing 13 ; tarsus 1*45 ; mid-toe 
without claw 1*5 ; bill from gape 1*35. 

Bill and cere blackish ; irides bright yellow ; legs and feet w’hite 
slightly tinged with blue {Hume). 

Distribution. Sikhim, Tenassenm, Malay Peninsula, and Sumatra. 
If Tickell’s Faleo lathami was this bird, as is very probable, a speci- 
men was once obtained in South-western Bengal (Manbhoom). 
This is a very rare species, only one specimen has been recorded 
from Sikhim and one from Tenasserim. 

1253. Baza ceylonensis. Leggds Bajsa. 

Baza ceylonensis, Legye, S. F. iv, p. 247 (1876) ; id. Birds Ceylon, 
p. 94, pi. Hi ; Whyte, S, F, v, p. 202 ; Hume, S. F, vii, p. 151 ; 
id. Cat. no. 58 ter ; Qumey, S. F, viii, p. 444 : id. Ibis, 1880, 
p. 470 ; Bliyk, Ibis, 1885, p. 362 ; 1887, p 419. 
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This bird is closely allied to B. j€rdon% and appears to be dis- 
tinguished only by having the upper breast and sides of the throat 
in adults rufeseent grey instead of rufous, and by smaller size. 

Young birds (nestlings) have pale rufous imperfect bands on the 
lower breast and abdomen. 

Bill blackish leaden, cere bro^iiish black ; irides orange ; legs 
and feet dull dirty white {Bligli). 

Length 16*5 inches ; tail 8 ; wing 12. 

DistAhution, The forests of the Central Province, Ceylon. A 
single young specimen was obtained by Mr. Darling in the 
Wynaad in October. 

This also is a very rare species. When more specimens are 
available for comparison, it is highly probable that the present 
will prove to be only a small variety of B, jerdoni. 

Habits^ Mr. Bligh in Ceylon found a large lizard in the 
stomach of one bird, and he observed two others evidently pairing 
in April, but they went away without nesting. 


G-enus PALCO, Linn., 1766. 

This genus comprises the typical Palcons, birds that have, from 
time immemorial, been trained to hunt and capture various kinds 
of winged game and even mammals. They have great powers of 
flight, and are very courageous, most of them readily attacking 
and overcoming birds of size superior to their own. Their method 
of attjack is to gain a higher position by superior powers of flight, 
and then to descend, or swoop, on their prey with great rapi£ty. 
The blow is always given with the hind claw, never, as represented 
by some painters, with the bill, and a mallard has been found 
with its back ripped from end to end by the force of a Peregrine’s 
blow. The attack of a Palcon, which swoops from above, is quite 
different from that of a Goshawk or Sparrow-Hawk, which attacks 
from below or by surprise. 

The wing in the Peregrine, Shdhin, and Barbary Palcons is 
pointed, the second quill longest, the first exceeding the third ; hut 
in F. jvgger and F. feldeggi (the Banner) the first and third quills 
are subequal, and in F, cherrug and F, milvipes the third is longer 
than the first. In the Peregrine and its allies the first primary 
alone has a notch on the inner web, but the second primary is 
occasionally notched in F.jugger and almost always in F. cherrug. 
In these characters of the wing the Hobbies resemble the 
Peregrine. 

The bill is stout and strongly toothed inside the hooked tip, 
often with a blunt festoon behind the tooth ; the nostril is circular 
with a central tubercle. Tarsus about equal to the middle toe 
without claw, or a little shorter, the upper part plumed in 
front, the naked portion covered with small hexagonal scales ; the 
toes veiy long, covered with transverse scales above ; claws curved 
and sharp. The tail is of moderate length, well rounded at the 
end. 
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Falcons have been variously arranged by di:fferent liters. The 
Hobbies are by some divided o£E as HypotricnxTii ^ ; and Sharpe has 
placed F. cherrug and F, milvipes with their allies the G-yrfalcons in 
the genus Hierqfalco, I should have followed this arrangement 
but that F, jagger is exactly intermediate in structure, as it is in 
plumage, between the Peregrine group and F, chemig. The genus 
Falco is found over the greater part of the world, and contain 
about 30 species, of which 8 are Lidiau. 

Keg to the SjiecHes, 

a. Larger Falcons with ong toes; inid~toe 
wiSiout claw over 

Ist primary longer than the 3rd ; upper 
pajta ashy ^ey in adults. 
a”. Cheek-stripe broader than eye; no 
nuchal collar 

a^. Crown dark grey, breast very slightly 

rufous \ " 

A®. Crown blackish, breast generally deep 

rufous 

b”. Cheek-stripe narrow, a buff nuchal 
collar ; head ashy grey or rufous . . 
h’, 1st primary subequal to 3rd or shorter ; 
upper parts not ashy ^ey. 
c". Adults not banded ^ve. 
c^. A distinct narrow cheek-stripe; 
middle tail-feathers entirely brown 

in adults 

No cheek-stripe ; middle tail-feathers 
usually brown, with white spots on 

both webs 

t?'. Adults banded with rufous on hack, 

wings, and tail 

b» Small Falcons with shorter toes; mid-toe 
without claw not over 
Breast white or buff with brown streaks . 

(f . Breast deep rufous, unspotted in adults. . 

1254. Falco peregrinxis. TJte Peregrine Falcon. 

Falco peregrinus, TunstaUj Omith Brit. p. 1 (1771) : Biyth, Cat. 
p. 13 ; JELorrf. ^ M. Cat, i, p, 16 ; Jerdm, Madr, Jour. L. S. x,p. 79 ; 
zd. B. I. i, p. 21 ; Blyth, ibi$, 1866, p. 234 , Sume, Bough Notes^ 
p. 49 ; Jerdon, Ibisj 1871, p. 237 , JDelmS Badcliffe.{bid. p. 363 ; 

' A. Anderson, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 677 ; 1876, p. 18 ; Mume, B F. i, 
p. 161 ; ii, p. 140 ; iii, pp. 19, 442 ; iv, pp. 279, 460 ; xi, p. 2; 
id. Cat. no. 8 ; JEhme ^ iDav. JS. F. vi, p. 1 ; SctMy, S, P. viii, 
p. 221 ; y%daU 8. F^ ix, p. 29 ; Butler ^ ibid. p. 370; Legge, Birds 
Ceyl. p. 101; BzdduJph, Ibis, 1881, p. 39; Scully, tbid. p. 416; 
Gurmyj Ibis, 188^ p. 293 ; JSume Bav. 8. F. x, p. 338 ; Cafes, 
B. Bw h, p.214 ; Pomes, Birds Bom. p. 9. 


F. peregrmzcs, p. 413. 

F. peregrinator, p. 416. 
F. barb ants, p. 417. 

F.jugger, p. 419. 

F. cherrug, p. 420. 

F. mUvipes, p. 421. 

F. suhbuteo, p. 422. 

F. severus, p. 423. 


* The mid-toe is always measured from the joint at the distal end of the 
tarsus to the base of the claw, not ffom the division between the toes 
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Palco communis, Gm, Syst Nat, p. 270 (1788) ; iSharpe, Cat B, M 
i, p. 376 , Ball, B, F. Yii, p 196 ^ ' 

Palco calidus, Bath. Bid, Orn, i, p. 41 (1790) ; BhjtJi, Ibis, 18G3, p. 7. 



Coloration, Adult Above bluish grey, darker on the head and 
nape, pale on the rump and upper tail-coverts; feathers of the head 
and nape, the scapulars, and sometimes other parts of the upper 
plumage dark-shafted, and all feathers except those of the head 
and hind-neck with dark cross-bands ; forehead whitish ; a broad 
cheek-stripe from beneath the eye black ; primaries blackish, the 
inner webs, except near the end, closely barred with white; 
secondaries ashy grey with darker cross-bands ; tail dark grey or 
blackish, with numerous ashy-grey cross-bars, closer together and 
paler towards the base, extreme tip and borders near tip w’hitish ; 
low’er parts white with a rufous tinge, a few brown or black spots 
on the lower breast and middle of the abdomen, and narrow dark 
bars on the flanks, lower wing-coverts, thigh-coverts, and under 
tail-coverts. 

Young birds are very dark brown above, the feathers edged 
with rufous, the bufl bases of the feathers showing about the nape ; 
the tail-feathers with about 6 transversely oval rufous spots on each 
web, forming imperfect cross-bars ; primaries as in adults ; cheek- 
stripe narrower ; low^er parts white, buff, or rufescent, spotted, 
except on the throat, with broad brown elongate median stripes, 
becoming broad spots on the flanks. 

After the first moult Peregrines are browmish grey above and 
gradually acquire a pure slaty-grey back. The spots and bars on 
the lower parts are much broader at first and grow smaller and 
narrower with age, the drops on the breast become narrow lines 
and ultimately disappear altogether, the bands fade ofl the under 
tail-coverts, and in very old birds only small scattered specks 
remain on the abdomen and triangular markings on the thigh- 
covpts. The general tint of the lower surface varies from almost 
white to light rufous. 

Bill bluish, black at tip; cere yellow; irides brown; legs and 
feet yellow* 

Length of a female about 19 ; tad 7*5 ; wing 14*5 ; tarsus 2-1 ; 
mid-toe without claw 2*25 ; bill from gape 1*3. Males are con- 
siderably smaller : length about 16 ; wing 12*5. 

Almost worldwide. The Peregrine is a winter 
visitor to Southern Asia, and is found in suitable places during the 
winter^ throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, and even in the 
Laccadive and Andaman Islands. 

Habits, The Peregrine is seldom found far from water, and 
is most common on the searcoast or near rivers and lai^ swamps, 
doubtless from the abundance of its prey, which consists largely 
of ducks and waders ; pigeons, partridges, &c., are also captured 
by the Peregrine. It is the lai^est and most powerful of 
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Palcons, and although it is not so much esteemed by Indian 
falconers as the next species, it is, or was formerly, trained in 
India to strike herons, storks, cranes, and even in some cases 
bustards. With one exception, observed by Layard near Jaffna 
in Ceylon, the Peregrine has not been recorded as breeding in 
India, accounts of its nesting in or near the Himalayas being 
doubtful. It generally lays 3 or 4 reddish eggs, speckled or 
blotched, in a stick nest on a cliff or sometimes on a tree. 


1255. Palco peregrinator. The Falcon, 

Falco peregrinator, Sundev, Fhysioqr, Sallskapets TidsJc, i, p 177, 
pi. 4 (1837) ; id. A, M. N H, xviii, p. 454 (1846) ; BlytJi, Cat 
p 14 ; JBorsf <S; M Cat, i, p. 18 , Layard^ A M, N. JT, (2) xii, p. 102 , 
JerdoTi, B, L i, p 25, Mume, Bough Notes, p. 55; A, Anderson, 
P. Z. 8. 1871, p G78 , 1875, p. 18 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 237 ; 
Debne Badcliffe, ibid p. 363 . 8hai pe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 382 , Kume, 
N, ^ B p. 14 , Blyth ^ Wald. Birds Bwm p. 58 ; Walden, Ibis, 
1876, p 342 ; Hume, 8. F, v, p 500 , id. Cat, no. 9 ; Hume ^ Dav 
8, F, vi, p 1 ; Davidson ^ Wend. 8. F. vii, p. 73 ; Ball, ibid. p. 196 ; 
Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 106 ; Butler, 8, F. ix, p 370 ; Beid, 8 F. x, 
p 3 ; Davison, ibid p. 333 ; Oates, B. B. li, p 216 , id, in Hu7ne's 
N. (J* F. 2nd iii, p. 184; 8%mnk. ^ Barnes, Ibis, 1886, p. 55 ; 
Barnes, Bu ds Botn. p. 11 ; id. Jour. Bo7n N. H. 8oe. in, p."209. 

Falco shaheen, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. x, p. 81 (1839) ; id. Ill, Ind 
Orn. pis. 12, 28. 

Falco sultaneus, Hodge, in Graphs Zool. Misc. p. 81 (1844). 

Falco atriceps, Hume, Bough Notes, p. 68 (1809) ; id. Ibis, 1871, 
p. 24 ; Jerdon, ibid. p. 237 ; A, Anderson, P. Z. 8. 1871, p. 679 ; 
Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 326 ; Cat. no. 9 bis ; Gurney, 8. F, viii, 
p. 423; id,Jbis, 1882, p. 291, pi. x; Oates in Humds N. ^ E. 
2nd ed, lii, p. 185. 

Shdhin Kohl $ , KoMla <?, H. ; Jawolum, Tel. ; Wallur, Tam. 

Cdhration, This Falcon is distinguished from the Peregnne at 
all ages by its darker and almost black head and nape, and by the 
deeper rufous of the lower surffice, especially on the breast, 
abdomen, and lower wing-coverts. The colour of the lower parts 
varies, however, greatly; in some birds, especially those from 
Southern India, it is deep ferruginous or chestnut, whilst in many 
Himalayan birds it is scarcely darker than in some (exceptional) 
Peregrines. Except in very old birds there is almost always in 
the present species some rufous sprinkled over the nape, owing to 
there being a rufous hand on the feathers between the black ends 
and the white bases. In old birds of F, pereyrinator all markings 
disappear on the breast and abdomen, very narrow bars remaining 
on the flanks alone ; and bars almost disappear on the pale ashy 
feathers of the back, rump, and scapulars. 

In young birds of the year the whole upper surface is almost 
black, the feathers at flrst having rufous e(^s, which soon dis- 
appear by wear ; there is some rufous on the nape ; and the tail is 
marked with transverse oval rufous spots as in the Peregrine, but 
they are more numerous ; the chin and throat are pale imous and 
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unspotted, the breast and abdomen marked \nth longitudinal 
drops, but the lower abdomen is sometimes unspotted. 

The Himalayan birds have been separated by Hume as F. atri- 
ceps, chiefly on account of the cheek-stripe being fused, in the type 
specimen, into a black cap with the black of the crown and nape. 
This, however, is merely an individual character. The Himalayan 
race, as already remarked, is generally paler rufous below and the 
abdomen is greyer (though by no means so grey as it is represented 
in Gurney's figure in the ‘Ibis'). The markings on the lower 
part-s, too, are more persistent. 

^ Bill slaty blue, dark at the tip; cere, orbits, and legs yellow ; 
irides intense brown (Jerdon), 

Length of a female about 18 inches; tail 6-5; wunglS; tarsus 2; 
mid-toe without claw 2*1 ; bill from gape 1*25 : of a male, length 
15 ; wing 11‘5. 

Distrihutmi, A resident species in forests and well-wooded 
tracts throughout India, Ceylon, and Burma, but nowhere common 
and in general very rare. The original type was captured at sea in 
lat. 6° 20' H. between Ceylon and Sumatra, 70 Swedish miles (460 
British) from the Nicobar Islands, but no specimens have as yet 
been obtained in the Malay countries. West of India the Shdhin 
is said to be found in Afghanistan, and a rufous Baleon, perhaps 
the same, is well known by the name JSMJiin to falconers in Persia. 
Mr. A. Anderson records the capture of a male midway between 
Bombay and Aden. 

Halits, Tliis beautiful Palcon is chiefly found about rocky 
hills in or near forest; it preys on partridges, quails, and other 
birds, but especially on pigeons and parroquets. It is somewhat 
crepuscular, hunting in the early morning and late in the evening, 
and it has been observed to kill bats and goatsuckers. This 
is the Falcon most highly prized by Indian falconers, and the 
following account of the method of hawking with it is taken from 
Jerdon : — 

“ The Shabin is alw’ays trained for what, in the language of 
Falconry, is called a standing gait, that is, is not slipped from the 
hand at the quarry, but made to hover and circle high in the air 
over the Falconer and party, and when the game is started, it then 
makes its swoop, which it does with amazing speed. It is indeed 
a b^utiful sight to see this fine bird stoop on a partridge or 
florikin, which has been flushed at some considerable distance 
from it, as it often makes a wide circuit round the parly. As 
soon as the Falcon observes the game which has been flushed, it 
makes two or three onward plunges in its direction, and then darts 
down obliquely with half closed wings on the devoted quany, with 
more than the velocity of an arrow. The Shdhin is usually 
trained to stoop at partridges and florikin, also occasionally at 
the stone-plover and the jungle-fowl. It will not hover in the 
air so long as the Laggar, which, being of a more patient and 
docile disposition, will stay up above an hour,'' 

In his description of the Laggar, Jerdon writes “ Laggars, as 
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well as Shahins, are always caught after they have left the nest 
and have had some instruction by their parents, our native 
falconers considering them better than when taken from the nest, 
contrary, I believe, to the opinion of our English Adam Wood- 
cocks ’’ ; and again in the account of F, pereyrinator : — “ The Shahin 
and other Ealcons are usually caught by what is called the Eerwan, 
This is a thm strip of cane of a length about equal to the expanse 
ot wings of the bird sought for. The ends of the stick are 
smeared with bird-lime for several inches and a living bird is tied 
to the centre of it. On observing the hawk, the bird, which has 
its eyes sewn up to make it soar, is let loose, and the Ealcon 
pounces on it and attempts to carry it off, when the ends of its 
wings strike the limed twig and it falls to the ground. The birds 
usually selected for this purpose are doves.” 

The nest of this Ealcon, a mass of sticks, is always placed on a 
cliff ; the eggs are laid about March and April, and resemble those 
of the Peregrine ; they are brownish yellow to bnck-red in colour, 
speckled and blotched with reddish brown, and they measure 
about 2 by 1-63. 

1256. Ealco barbarus. The Barlary JBalcon, 

Ealco barbarus, Idnn, Syst, Nat i, p. 125 (1766) ; Salvin, IhtSf 1859, 
p. 184, pi. vi ; JELumef 8, JP. i, p. 19 j v, p. 140 , id. Cat, no. 12* 
bis ; Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p 386 ; Butler, 8, F, vii, p. 174 ; %d. 
Ibu, 1889, p. 135 , Chirney, Ibis, 1882, p. 306 ; 1887, p. 168 j id. 
8 . F, X, p. 480. 

Ealco pelegrinoides, Temm. FI Col, pi. 479 (1829). 

Ealco peregrinoides, 8chl., 8usemihl, Abbild Vog. Fur, p. 39, pi ix, 
fig. i (1839) } Eodgs, in Gray's Zool, Misc, p. 81 ; Gray, Cat, 
Mam, ^ 0 , CoU, Hodgson, p. 44. 

Ealco babylonicus, Gurney, Ibis, 1861, p. 218, pi. vii ; Jerdon, B, I, 
i, p. 32 , Hume, Bough Notes, p. 79 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 240 ; 
JDelm^ Badcl, ibid, p. 366 , 8toliczka, J, A, 8, B, :3di, pt. 2, p. 230 
8harpe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 387 ; Anderson, F, Z, 8, 1876, p. 311, 
pi. 23 ; 1878, p 2 ; Butler, 8, F, vii, p. 179 ; Hume, d>id, pp. 196, 
329 ; X, p. 615 ; id Ccct, no. 12 j Gurney, Ibis, 1882, p. 439 ; 
Barnes, JBirds Bom, p. 13 ; Littledale, Jour, Bom. N. H, 8oc. i, 
p, 194 5 8t. John, Ibis, 1889, p. 161 ; Fhilott, Ibis, 1890, p. 467. 

The Bed-headed Banner, Jerdon ; Shdhin, 8afed 8hdhin, Bddsir ShdTdn^ 
H. (Punjab). 

Coloration. Eorehead and lores buff ; a varying portion of the 
middle of the crown behind the forehead more or less rufous j 
reminder of the crown ashy brown ; all coronal feathers with 
dark shafts ; feathers round eye and narrow cheek-stripe blackish, 
the latter mixed or bordered with rufous; sides of neck buff; 
broad nuchal collar rufous, often mixed with brown (occasionally 
nearly the whole crown and nape are light chestnut) ; upper parts 
ashy grey with dark or blackish cross-bars, the bars broad and 
predominating on the upper back and wing-coverts, less broad on 
the scapulars, narrow, and in old birds faint, on the rump and 
Yon. m, 2 b 
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upper tail-coverts ; primaries dark brown, closely banded with pale 
ruious on the inner webs except near the tips ; secondaries ashy 
grey with dark cross-bands ; tail w ith alternating bars of ashy 
grey and blackish gi'ey, the former broader near the root, the 
latter near the end, tip whitish ; chin and throat white or rufes- 
cent, rest of lower parts pale rufous, depth of tint varying ; the 
breast in some with a few narrow dark shaft-lines, and the 
abdomen with small spots; the flanks and under wing-coverts 
with dark bars, but in old birds all markings on the breast and 
abdomen disappear, and only arrowhead-shaped marks remain on 
the flanks. 

Young birds are dark brown above, the feathers with broad 
rufous edges which wear off after a time ; scapulars with rufous 
spots ; upper tail-coverts barred with rufous ; forehead, middle of 
crown, and sometimes superciliary streaks, with the nuchal collar, 
buff or rufous, the collar mixed with brown ; quills brown, barred 
as in adults ; tail brown, with equal rufous bars at regular in- 
tervals ; lower parts more or less rufous, pale and whitish on the 
throat, marked with elongate spots on the breast and abdomen, 
and broader spots on the flanks. 

Bill bluish, black at the tip ; cere, legs, and feet yellow ; irides 
dark brown. 

Ijength of females about 17 inches ; tail 6*5 ; wing 12*5 ; tar- 
sus 1*9 ; mid-toe without claw 2 ; bill from gape 1*1 : len^h of 
males 15 ; tail 5*75 ; wing 11. 

Distrihution. Northern and North-eastern Africa, South-western 
and Central Asia, ranging as a winter visitor into North-western 
India as far south as the Nerbudda and as far east as Oude. A 
single specimen was obtained near Eaipur, O.P., by Mr. Thompson. 
The locality Nepal in the British Museum Catalogue is due, as in 
many other cases, to all specimens presented by Mr. Hodgson 
having been thus labelled. The birds were probably trained 
Falcons, brought to Nepal tame. 

There is no difference whatever in plumage between JF*. barharus 
and F. hahylonicus, as is clearly shown by the series in the British 
Museum, but some (not all) Indian females are larger than the 
few N. African specimens of the same sex hitherto measured. 
Dr. Sharpe tells me he has already come to the same conclusion 
as to the identity of these birds. 

Mahits, ^c. The Barbary Falcon ranks as one of the Peregrine 
group and is, for its size, a powerful bird, MUing partridges, &c., 
with ease. According to Jerdon it has been trained to take 
mallard and other birds. It is found in open dry country and 
breeds in cliffs. The eggs resemble the Peregrme^s, but are rather 
smaller. None have b^n found in India, but this Falcon breeds 
in the ranges west and north-west of the Punjab ; two young 
birds were found in a nest in the Humal Pass near Dera Ismail 
Khan on May 13th by lieut. Philott. 
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1257. Falco jugger. Tlie Laggar Falcon, 

Falco jugger, J. B Gray m Hardio, III, Ind, Zool, pi. 26 (183*3-34) ; 
Blfih, Cat. p. 13 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat, i, p. 20 ; Jeraon, B, I i, p. 30 ; 
Hamej Bough Notes^ p. 70 ; A, Andersorij P. Z. 8. 1871, p. 680 ; 
Stoliczha, J A, 8. B, xL, pt. 2, p. 230 ; Btume, 8 F, i, p. 156 ; 
BkarpOf Cat. B. M, i, p. 393 ; Butler ^ 8, F, iii, p. 443 ; ix, p. 370 ; 
Davidson ^ Wend. 8. F. vii, p. 73 ; Ball, ibid. p. 196 ; Cripps, 
tbid. p. 241 ; Hume, Cat no. ll ; Scully, 8 F. viii, p. 222 , 

8 F. X, Baynes, Birds Bom. p 12; id. Jour. Bom. N. H. 
8oc. lii, p. 209 , Hume, 8. F xi, p. 3 ; 8t. John, Ibis, 1880, p. 151 ; 
Oates in Hume’s N, ^ B. 2nd ed. iii, p. 186. 

Falco lu^giir, Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. 8. x, p. 80 (1839) ; id. Ill, Ind, 
Orn. pi. xliv. 

Falco tnermophilus, Hodgson in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 81, descr. 
nulM. 

Laggar J, Jaggar d*, H. ; Lagadu, Tel. 



Fig. 100 — ^Head of F gugger, J. 

Coloration. Adult. Forehead, lores, and supercilia white, with 
dark streaks ; crown and nape brown, with broad rufous edges to 
the feathers ; a streak running back above the ear-coverts, and a 
moustachial band from the gape sometimes continued to the eye, 
with some feathers round the orbit dark brown ; rest of sides of 
head white, with a few dark shafts beneath the eye; upper 
plumage from the nape brown with an ashy tinge; quills the 
same ; inner webs of primaries, except near the end, with broad 
white bars ; tail brown, middle feathers unbarred and pale-tipped, 
outer feathers with whitish bars on the inner webs and white tips ; 
lower parts white, a few dark streaks, wanting in very old birds, 
on the breast, and spots on the abdomen ; flanks and outer thigh- 
coverts chiefly brown. 

Young birds are brown almost throughout, the chin and throat 
white, and some white on the forehead, sides of head, breast, and 
lower tail-coverts, buff instead of white on qnills and inn^r webs 
of tail-feathers. There is a gradual disappearance of the brown 
on the lower parts with successive moults. 

Bill greyish blue, the tip blackish; cere yellow in adults, 
greenish grey in young birds ; irides dark brown ; legs and feet 
yellow, pale plumbeous to dull greenish grey in the yotmg {Htmts), 

Length of female about 18 inches ; tail S ; wing 14 ; t^sus 2 ; 
mid-toe without daw 1'8; bill from gape 1*25 : of a male, length 
16 ; tail 7*5 ; wing 12*5. 


2x2 
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Distrihutzon, Throughout India in suitable (open or cultivated) 
country, from the lower Himalayas to Southern Madras, and from 
Sind to Cachar, A specijnen was obtained by Hume in Manipur, 
but this Ifalcon has not been observed m Assam nor in Burma- 
It is found m Baluchistan about Khelat and Quetta, but has not 
been met with farther west. It is rare to the southward, and does 
not occur m Ceylon. It is seldom met with in forest regions such 
as the Malabar coast and South-western Bengal, and is particularly 
common in the upper G-angetic plain, and far from rare in parts of 
the Punjab and Bajputana. 

Babzts^ Jerdou says — “ Whilst the Bhyri prefers the sea- 

coast and the neighbourhood of lakes, rivers, and wet cultivation, 
and the BMhin delights in hiBy and wooded regions, the Laggar 
on the contrary freg^uents open dry pkms and vicinity of cultiva- 
tion/^ “ In a wild state it preys on a great variety of small birds, 
often snatchmg up a chicken, even in the midst of a cantonment.^' 
Jb'ormerly it was trained to hunt crows, the smaller herons, 
partridges, and florican, but very few Palcons are now trained in 
India, and this species is now rarely, if ever, captured for the 
purpose. The nest of the Laggar is sometimes on a tree, very 
often a pipal {Fzms religiosa), sometimes on a cliff or on a build- 
ing, and m many cases the Palcon takes possession of an old nest 
of a kite, eagle, or vulture, not even relining it. The breeding- 
season IS in January, Pebruary, and March. The usual number 
of eggs is fourj they are reddish or brownish, speckled and 
spotted all over with a darker and richer shade of the same, and 
measure about 2*01 by 1*57. 

1258. Falco chertXLg. The Baker or Qherrug Falcon, 

Falco sacer, apud Gm, JSyst, Nat, i, p. 273 (1788) ; Jerdony B, L i, 
p. 29 ; lu, p. 869 ; id, IbiSy 1871, p 238 ; Bume, Bough Notes, 
p. 62; Delm§ Badcl, Ibis, 1871, p. 365; Bums, S, F, i, p. 152 ; 
%d. Cat, no. 10 ; Anderscm, P. Z,S, 1876, p. 778 ; ScuUy, Ibis, 1881, 
p. 416 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1882, p, 444 ; Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 12 ; nec 
Forster, FhiL Trans, hoi, p. 388 (1772). 

Falco cherrug, J, E, Gray in Mardw, Id, Ind, Zool, ii, pi, 26 (1833-34). 

Hierofalco saker, Sharpe, Cat. B. M, i, p. 417 ; id. Yark, Miss., 
Aves, p. 149, pis. xvi-xix ; Murray, Vert. Zool. Sind, p. 66. 

Chaarg $ , Chargela ^ , BL 

Coloration, Adult, CJrovm and nape white (the crown sometimes 
pale rufous), with blackish shaft-stripes, which are broader on the 
nape ; lores and sides of head white, with scattered dark streaks ; 
no cheek-stripe from the eye, but sometimes a broken moustachial 
stripe from the gape ; ear-coverts brown, streaked darker ; upper 
parts brown throughout, the feathers with rufous or tawny 
margins, and frequently a few rufous spots forming imperfect bars 
on the scapulars and larger wing-coverts ; quills brown, paler' 
beneath ; primaries broadly barred with white on the inner webs, 
the bars widening and generally coalescing towards the inner 
border ; siecondaries with smaller white marlangs, or with spots, or 
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ainiformly coloured "brown ; tail-feathers brown, with a whitish 
tip, generally with round or oval white spots on both webs, but 
.occasionally' the middle feathers are unspotted (as in F, jiigger)^ 
and sometimes the spots become on the outer rectrices imperfect 
bands interrupted at the shaft; lower parts white, with large 
elongate brown spots on the breast and abdomen and larger spots 
on the flanks and thigh-coverts ; with age the spots grow smaller, 
rounder, and more scattered, especially on the breast. 

Young birds do not diifler greatly from old, except that the 
brown spots on the lower plumage are much more developed, and 
^sover the greater pai*t of the breast and abdomen ; the head, too, is 
sometimes brown, and a moustachial stripe is usually well marked ; 
the middle tail-feathers are often unspotted at first. 

Bill pearly white, tipped black ; cere, legs, and feet dull yellow 
in old birds, greyish green in the young ; irides dark brown, or 
brownish yellow or yellow. 

Length of a female about 22 ; tail 9 ; wing 15'5 ; tarsus 2*2 ; 
mid-toe without claw 2 ; bill from gape 1*45 : length of a male 
19*5 ; tail 8 ; wing 14*5. 

Distribution^ From Eastern and South-eastern Europe, through 
Central Asia to China. This Falcon visits the Punjab in the cold 
eeason, and is common west of the Indus and also in the Sirsa 
district, a few birds straying into Sind and the N.W. Provinces. 
The locality Nepal, in the British Museum Catalogue, is probably 
Aue to a mistake, as in the similar case of F, harbarus, 

Eabits, ^6. This is distinctly a desert species, and, according to 
•Terdon, it feeds in the Punjab very much on TJromastix Tiardwichii, 
ja lizard only found in dry and barren regions. Many Saker 
Falcons are captured and trained to strike hares and even gazelles, 
.cranes, and Houbara bustard, herons, and kites {M%lvus govinda). 
It may be recollected that in France and Great Britain the Kite 
ictinus) was of old the grandest quarry for the best Falcons 
(Peregrines). The Saker is not known to breed in India. It 
usually nests on trees, and lays four ^gs, slightly elongate, but of 
the usual Falcon type. 

1259. Palco milvipes. The Shanghar Falcon. 

Falco milvipes, Sbdgs. m Gray's Zool. Miso, p. 81 (1844), descr. 

nuM ; Jei'dan, Ibis, 1871, p. 240; Gurney, Ibis, 1882, p. 445. 
Falco hendersoni, Sume, Ibis, 1871, p 407 ; Hume am Henders* 
Lah, to Yarh. p. 171, pi. i ; Hume, 8. F. ii, p 580 : viii, p. 186 ; 

Cat. no. 10 bis ; 8mUy, 8. F. iv, p. 117 ; Broohs, 8. F. v, p. 48. 
Hierofalco hendersoni, Hume, 8. F. vii, p. 327. 

Hierofalco milvipes, Sharpe, Tarh. Miss., Aves, pp. 11, 150. 

Goloratim.^ Adult. Crown brown, the feathers with broad 
rufous n^gins, still broader and mixed with buff on the nape ; 
oheek-stripe black, ill-defined ; lores and forehead whitish. Upper 
plumage md tail brown, with rufous cross-bars throughout (some- 
what as in a female Kestrel); inner webs of primaries mostly 
.(M)vered by confluent white bars, except near th^ tips of the 
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feathers ; lower parts buff or white, with spots on the breast,, 
abdomen, and flanks, those on the breast and middle of the 
abdomen disappearing in old birds. 

In young birds the rufous bars are irregular and ill-marked, and 
those on the tail more or less imperfect. In this stage F, wiilvi^es 
is very like F, chemtg^ but may generally be distinguished by some 
of the bars going quite across the tail-feathers. A nestling from 
Tibet in the Hume collection, attributed to this species, has, 
however, the tail absolutely unbarred. 

Bill bluish, black at the tip 5 cere, legs, and feet yellow. 

Length of female about 23 ; tail 9 ; wing 16 ; tarsus 2*2 ; mid- 
toe without claw 2 ; bill from gape 1‘35 : length of male 20 ; tail 
7| ; wing 14. 

Distribution, Tibet and part of Mongolia. A few birds have 
been obtained in the Punjab at times, and one by Sir 0. St. J ohn 
at Quetta. 


1260. Palco subbuteo. The Hobby, 

FaJco subbuteo, Idnn. SysLNat, i, p. 127 (1766) ,* Sharpe, Cat. B, M, 
i, p. 396 ; Hume §• Ball, S. F. vii, p. 197 ; Cripps, ibid. p. 241 ; 
Hume, Cat. no. 13 ; Doig, S. F. ix, p. 282 ; Butler, tbid. p. 370 
Biddulph, Ibts, 1881, p. 39 5 Scully, md.v. 417 j JReid, S. F. x, p. 4 j 
Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 16 j Hume, S. F. xi, p. 3. 

Hypotnorchis subbuteo, Boie, Isis, 1826, p. 970 j Blyth, Cat. p. 16 ^ 
Morsf . ^ M. Cat. i, p. 23 1 Jerdon, B, I. i, p. S3 ; Stolxczka, J. A. S. B. 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 13 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p 86 j Brooks, S. F, iii,, 
p. 228 J Butler, ibid. p. 443 , Hume §• Inglu, S. F, v, p. 4. 

Lithofalco subbuteo, King, J A. S. B. xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 213. 

Morassani, Oude. 

Coloration, Adults. Upper parts dark slaty grey, shafts of feathers 
darker, head very dark and blackish ; lores, forehead, and supercilia 
whitish ; cheek-stripe and sides of head beneath and behind the 
eye blackish ; some buff on the hind-neck, forming a partial collar ; 
quills blackish, barred on the basal portion of the inner webs with 
rufous ; tail slaty grey, the outer feathers barred with rufous on 
the inner webs ; chin, throat, and sides of neck buff or white 5 
breast and upper abdomen the same, with a large blackish-brown 
streak down each feather; lower abdomen, thigh-coverts, and 
under tail-coverts varying from pale rufous to rich ferruginous. 

Young birds are greyish or brownish black above, with fulvous- 
borders to all feathers; lower parts pale rufous, with broad 
blackish-brown streaks throughout ; tail tipped with rufous, other- 
wise hke the adults. The tail often remains brown after the 
upper plumage generally is slaty grey. 

Bill bluish, with a black tip ; lower base of bill, cere, and orbital 
skin greenish yellow ; irides intense brown ; lege orange (Cripps). 

Length of female about 13 ; tail 6 ; wing 11 ; tarsus 1*4 ; mid- 
toe without claw 1*25; bill from gape *8: wing of male 10‘25, 
tail 5‘5. 

Distribution. All Europe and Northern and Central Asis^ 
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migrating to Africa and India in the winter. The Hobby probably 
breeds in the Himalayas, where it is commonly found, and it is a 
summer visitor to Q-ilgit ; in the plains of India it has only been 
met with occasionally, chiefly to the northward, the most southern 
reported localities being Jalna (Jerdoiti^^ Belgaum (Butler)^ and 
Eaipur. It has been obtained in Cachar {Inglis) and Manipur 
but not in Burma nor in Ceylon. 

Habits^ The Hobby feeds much on insects, especially dragon- 
flies, and is often crepuscular in its movements ; it is very swift, 
and was formerly a favourite withBalconers for hawking sm^ birds, 
such as quails, larks, &c., and, in India, hoopoes and king-crows. 
The nest has not been taken in India ; it is placed on a tree, and 
the eggs are of the usual Palcon type, reddish, speckled darker ; 
they are usually 3 or 4 in number, and measure about 1*7 by 1*3. 

1261. Falco severus. The Indian Hohhy, 

Falco severus, JBCorsf, Tr, Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 136 (1821) ; BelmS 
Badcl. IbiSj 1871, p. 366 ; Sharpe^ Cat. B. M. i, ]j. 397 ; JECume ^ 
I>av. S. F. vi, p. 2 , Kume^ Cat. no. 14 ; Legge, Birds Ceyl. p. 110 j 
Beid, 8. F. x, p. 4; Davison, ibid. p. 333, Butler, ibid. p. 624; 
Oates, B. B. ii, p. 216 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 3. 

Falco rufipedoides, Hodgs. Calc. lour. JV. Jt. iv, p. 283 (1844). 

Hypotriorchis severus, Blgth, Cat. p. 15 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat. i, p. 22 ; 
Jerdon, B. 1. 1 , p. 34 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 237 j Stoliczka, I. A. 8. B, 
xxxvii, pt. 2, p. 13 ; Hume, Bough Hotes, p. 87 ; Blyth, Birds 
Burm. p. 69 ; Hume ^ Board. 8. F. iv, p. 364. 

Dhutar c?, Dhuti $ , H. 

Coloration. Crown and sides of head, including cheeks to below 
the gape, and the hind-neck black, which passes on the upper 
back into the dark slaty grey vsdth black shafts of the upper parts 
generally ; quills and teger coverts black, the inner webs of 
the quiUs with oval transverse rufous spots or bars on basal 
two-thirds of the primaries and almost throughout the secondaries ; 
tail slaty grey above in old birds with one black subterminal cross- 
band, in younger birds blackish above with grey cross-bands, 
brown beneath with paler bands, which become light rufous on 
the inner webs of the outer rectrices ; chin, throat, and sides of 
neck white tinged with rufous ; rest of lower parts, includmg the 
under wing-coverts, deep ferruginous red. 

Young birds are brownish black above, with light rufous edges, 
broadest on the secondaries, upper tail-coverts, and tail-feathers ; 
a few rufous feathers scattered over the nape ; breast, abdomen,, 
and under wing-coverts deep rufous with black spots. 

Bill plumbeous; irides deep brown; cere, gape, and orbital 
skin lemon-yellow ; legs and feet deep yellow iprig^s). 

Length oi a female about 11*5 ; tail 4*75 ; wing 9*8 ; tarsus 1*35 ; 
mid-toe without claw 1*35 ; bill from gape *9 ; length of a male 
10*5 ; tail 4*25 ; wing 9. 

Bistrihution. The Himalayas as far west as Kiilfl, at moderate 
elevations, also Travancore and probably the Nilgiris, and Ceylon » 
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but, SO far as is known, only in the cold season. This Hobby is 
believed to occur occasionally in Oude, and it has been shot near 
Calcutta. It is recorded from Assam, Cachar, and Manipur, but 
has not been obtained in Burma recently, though Blyth quotes it 
from Tenasserim, which it must inhabit, as it occurs throughout 
the Malay Archipelago to New Guinea and New Britain. 

Habits, Like other Hobbies, the present species is crepus- 
cular, a circumstance which probably accounts for its being so 
seldom seen; it also resembles the Common Hobby in feeding 
largely, perhaps chiefly, on insects. The nidification is unknown. 
According to Jerdon this Hobby is said to breed on trees, and 
Mr. E. Thompson inferred that a female he saw m the lower 
ranges of Kumaun had young in June, because he saw her carry 
away a small bird as if to her nest. 

Blyth has called attention to the curious fact that this Balcon 
and the Shdhin, both resident tropical species, differ from the 
migratory Hobby and Peregrine in precisely similar details of 
coloration, and that some Swallows, resident in the tropics, are 
similarly distinguished from their migratory allies by darker and 
more rufous colouring. 


Genus EEYTHEOPTTS, Brehm, 1828. 

The tvto beautiful Palcons belonging to the present genus are 
commonly classed with the Kestrels, from which, however, they 
differ completely in plumage and considerably in structure. The 
male when adult is almost throughout dark grey, whilst the female 
is coloured like a Hobby, not at all hke a Kestrel. 

The wing is pointed, 2nd quill longest, 1st much exceeding the 
Brd, as in Peregrines ; foot small, but proportionally longer than 
in Kestrels, the mid-toe being but little shorter than the tarsus ; 
tail rounded, not graduated as in Tinnunculus. 

Only two species are known, one of which occurs in India. 


1262, Erythropus amurensis. The Eastern Bed-leggecl Falcon, 

Thmunculus vespertinus, apid Blyth, Cat i, p. 16 ; nec Palco vesper- 
tinus, X. 

Erythropus vespertinus, apud Horsf, Jkf. Cat i, p. 14 ; Jerdon, B, L 
i, p. 40 ; Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 288 ; Stoliczha, J, A. S. B xxxni, 
pt, 2, p. 13 j Hume, Bough Notes, p 106 , Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, 
p. 243 ; Legge, 8. F. i, p. 487 ; Hume, 8 F. iii, p. 22 ; Sharjpe, Hid, 
p. 308 ; Hume, Cat no. 19. 

Ealeo vespertinus, var. amurensis, Badde, Beis, Sad. 0,^Sibir, ii, 
p. 102, pi. Lfig.2 (1863). 

Erythropus amurensis, Qwyiey, Ibis, 1868, p. 41, pi. ii ; 1882, p. 147 ; 
Hume, 8, F, ii, p. 627 ; iii, p, 827 ; Hume ^ Inglis, 8, F, v, p. 6, 

Oerchneis amurensis, Sharpe, Oxt. B, M, i, p. 445 ; Legge, 8. Jr. iii, 
p. 362 ; Hume, Cat. no. 19 bis ; Legge, Birds Ceyl, p, 119 ; Inglis, 
8, F, ix, p. 243 ; Butler, ibid. p. 371 ; Hume, 8, F, xi, p. 5. 
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Tinnunculus amurensis, Oatea^ B. B ii, p. 219. 

Oerchneis vespertina, Hiiyrie, Cat, no. 19: Bamea, Birds Bom, 

p. 20. 

BedAegged Falcoriy Jerdon. 

Coloration. Adult male. Upper parts and tail dark slaty grey, 
blackish on the head, nape, back, and scapulars, quills washed 
outside with silvery grey ; cheeks sooty black, ear-coverts paler ; 
lower surface from chin to abdomen ashy grey ; lower^ abdomen 
and under tail-coverts deep ferruginous red; wing-lining and 
axillaries pure white, lower surface of quills black throughout. 

Adult female. Above slaty grey, brownish on the head, nape, 
and upper back, paler on the rump and tail ; feathers of the head 
and nape dark-shafted, all others barred with black bands, especially 
on the rump and tail, subterminal band on tail broader ; a cheek- 
stripe, feathers below the eye, and a band running back from it 
black ; primaries blackish, with oval white spots forming bars on 
inner webs, except near the tips; lower parts to the abdomen 
including the ear-coverts creamy white or p^e rufous ; breast with 
elongate black spots that pass into arrow-head or heart-shaped 
markings and bars on the flanks and upper abdomen ; lower abdomen 
and lower tail-coverts rufous, not spotted ; wing-lining white with 
brown spots ; axillaries barred white and dark brown. 

Young birds are like the female, but the head is much browner, 
and the feathers of the mantle have broad rufous borders ; there is 
also an imperfect buff nuchal collar. 

Bill fleshy red with a dusky tip, cere deep orange-red, orbital 
skin orange-yellow; legs deep orange-red, claws flesh-coloured 
(Jerdon ) ; irides hazel (Gurney). 

Length of a male 11*5 ; tail 5 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*1 ; mid-toe 1 ; 
bill from gape *75. Bemales are a little larger on an average. 

Distribution. A migratory bird, breeding in ISTorth China in 
summer and wintering partly in India and Burma, but principally 
in Eastern Africa, This Falcon has been chiefly observed, in India, 
in Kumaun, Sikhim, Bengal, and Oachar, towards the latter part of 
the monsoon, when it is migrating southward; only oce^ional occur- 
rences have been recorded in Pegu, the Western Himalayas, the 
Deccan, the ISTilgiris, the Carnatic, and Ceylon. 

E. ves^ertinus, the European Eed-legged^ Falcon, to which tlm 
first few specimens of E, amurensis found in India were^ refetyed, 
is easily distinguished, the male by having a dark grey wing-lining 
instead of a white one, the female by its rufous head and immacu- 
late breast, and the young birds by having the crown^ rufous 
instead of brown. So far as is known the true E» ve^erimus has 
not been found in India. , j - i 

Habits, ^6. The present species is highly gre^rious and maimy 
insectivorous. It migrates in large flo(to, wmeh roost together 
at night. It breeds in China in magpies' nests. 
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Genus JES ALOIS', Kuup, 1829. 

In the Merhns and their alhes which constitute the genus 
JSscdon, the wing is even more rounded than in the Jerfalcons 
(Eierofalco\ the second and third primaries being longest and 
subequal, whilst the fii'st is considerably shorter, being approxi- 
mately equal to the fourth. The first two quills are always notched 
on the inner webs. Lateral toes unequal as in typical Palcons. 

All the species are small, and consist of the Merlin and its 
American ally and the Indian and African Eed-headed Merlins^ 
which are by some placed in a separate genus, Qhicquera, 

Key to the Species. 


a. Crown grey or brown dark-shafted jtE. regulu% p. 426. 

h, Crown chestnut jiK. chicqmra^ p 427. 


1263. .fflsalon regulus. The Merlin. 

Palco sesalon, Tunstall, Omith Brit. p. 1 (1771) ; CaU 

no. lo ; Biddulphj Ibis^ 1881, p, 39 ; Scully^ ibid, p 417 ; C. Smnhoe, 
Ibis, 1882, p, 99 ; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 17 ; Sit. John, Ibis, 1889^ 
p. 151 

Fmco regulus, FaU, Bets. Buss. Beichs, ii, p 707 (1773) ; Sharpoy 
Cat. B. M. i, p. 406. 

jEsalon regulus, Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p 9 j ^ Buiney, Ibis, 1882, p. 160. 

Hypotriorchis aesalon, Gray, Gen, B. i, p. 20; Horsf. ^ M. Cat, 
1 , p 24 , Jerdon, B. I, i, p 35 ; BLume, S, F. i, p. 157. 

Lithofalco aesalon, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p. 238 ; Sums, Bough Notesy 
p 89 ; Jerdon, Ibis, 1871, p. 242. 

Bourai $ , Bourela (^ , H. ; Betal turumti, Begi, Punjab. 


Coloration. Adult male. Forehead, lores, and sides of the h^d 
whitish with dark shaft-streaks; supercilia rufescent, becoming 
rufous behind and running back to the rufous nuchal collar across 
the neck ; crown of head and upper parts clear bluish grey, varying 
m depth of tint from quite pale to very dark, the feathers dark- 
shafted throughout, even on the rufous collar ; quills blacMsh, the 
inner webs barred with white except at the end of the primaries^ 
and the outer webs tinged with bluish grey towards the base 
outside, inner secondaries coloured like the back •, tail bluish grey 
tinged white, with a broad black cross-band just before the white 
tip, and generally traces of other black bands ; throat white ; rest 
of lower parts and sides of the neck whitish, somewhat irregularly 
tinged with rufous, and with dark brown shaft-stripes that are 
narrowest in old birds. 

Female. Very old females resemble the male, but these are of 
yery rare occurrence : usually the female differs from the male in 
having the head dull rufous or brown, dark-shafted ; the upper 
parts brown with more or less of a grey tinge and often with 
rufous edges to the feathers ; the tail barred throughout, and the 
quills with rufous cross-bands ; the nuchal collar and lower parts 
less rufous than in the male, and the breast and upper abdomen 
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with much broader brown shaft-stripes, these frequently occupying 
more space than the white borders. 

Young birds of both sexes resemble the female, but are browner 
with broader rufous edges to the feathers of the upper parts, with 
the crown rufous (dark-shafted), and with the tail alternately 
banded brown and white ; the qmlls too are barred almost across. 

Bill dark slaty grey, greenish at base of lower mandible ; cere, 
legs, and feet yellow ; irides brown {Hume). 

Length of females about 12 ; tail 5*5 ; wing 8*75 ; tarsus 1'5 ; 
mid-toe 1*3 ; bill from gape *8 : length of a male 11, wing 8. 

Distribution, The Palsearctic region. The Merhn is found in 
the Western Himalayas, the Punjab and Smd,but only, so far as is 
known, in winter. It also visits Gilgit at the same season, and 
probably breeds farther north. 

Habits^ ^ 0 . Por courage and speed no Palcon ranks before the 
Merlin, and, despite its small size, it was formerly a great favourite 
with Palconers, both in Europe and in Asia. It hves chiefly on 
smah birds, and nests on the ground, laying 4 to 6 brick-red eggs 
of the usual falcon type. 

1264. .ZEsalon chicquera. The Turumti or Bed-headed Merhn. 

Falco chicquera, Baud, TraxU, ii, p. 121 (1800) j Blyth, Cat. p. 14 ; 
Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 403 ; Davidson ^ Wend, S, F, vii, p. 73 ; 
Ball, ibid, p. 197 ; Orwps, 'ibid, p. 242 •, Hume, Cat, no. 16 j Scully, 
S.F. vui, p. 222; Legge, Btrdls Ceyl p. 110; Yidal, S.F, ix, 
p. 29 ; Butter, ibid, p. 870; Hume ^ Inglis, ibid, p. 242 ; Beid, 8, F, 
X, p. 4 ; Hume, ibid, p. 834 ; Taylor, ibtd. p. 464 , Barnes, Birds 
Bom, p. 17 ; id. Jow , Bom, M H. Soc. iii, p. 210 ; Hume, 8, F. 
xi, p. 4 ; Oates in Hume's N, ^E. 2nd ed. iii, p. 192. 

Hypotnorchis chicquera, Gh'ay, Gen, B, i, p. 20 ; Horsf. ^ M, Cat 
i, p. 23 ; Jerdon, B. I, i, p. 36 ; Stoliczka, J, A, 8. B. xxxvii, 
pt. 2, p. 13 ; xli, pt. 2, p. 230 , ButUr, 8, F, iii, p. 444 ; God'io,- 
Aust. J, A, 8. B. xlv, pt. 2, p. 192. 

Chicquera typus, Bp, jReo. Mag. Zool, 1864, p. 636; Hume, 8, F,i, 
p. 167 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1882, p. 161. 

Turumtia chicquera, Blyth, Ibis, 1863, p. 9. 

Lithofalco chicquera, Blyth, Ibis, 1866, p 248 ; Hume, Bough Notes, 
p. 91 ; A, Andersm, F, Z, 8, 1871, p. 681. 

Turumti, Turumtairi $, H. ; Chetwa 8 ? Hindi ; Jellaganta, Jelgadda, 
Tel. ; Jelhat, Yerkli. 

Coloration. Adult. Crown and nape with sides of neck, ear- 
coverts, and a narrow cheek-stripe chestnut ; narrow forehead and 
lores whitish ; a few bristly feathers round the eye black, especially 
at the origin of the cheek-stripe; upper parts from the neck ashy 
^ey; the scapulars, secondaries, and wmg-covert« more or less 
barred with brown ; a little chestnut along the anterior edge of the 
wing ; primaries blackish brown, closely barred with white on the 
inner webs, except at the tips ; tail grey with narrow black bars, 
a very broad black band close to the end, and a white tip ; lower 
parts white, with a few short longitudinal blackish streaks on the 
breast and bars on the flanks and abdomen, 
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"With age the black bars on both the upper and lower surface 
become narrow and tend to disappear. In young birds all the grey- 
feathers of the upper plumage are barred "with black, the crown 
and nape are dusky rufous, with dark mesial lines to the feathers, 
and the lower parts are tinged rusty. These details are from 
Jerdon, and precisely agree with those of the young ruficoUis, an 
African species very closely alhed to M. cliicquera. Of the Turumti 
itself, strange to say, there is no young skin in the British Museum, 
though there must be more than 50 adults. 

Bill bluish black, greenish yellow at the base ; cere, orbital sHn, 
and legs yellow^ ; irides rather light brown (Hume), 

Length of female about 14 ; tail 6 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*6 ; mid- 
toe 1*5 ; bill from gape *9, 

Distpbution. This Palcon is peculiar to India, being found from 
the Himalayas to Southern India, and it probably occurs occasion- 
ally in Ceylon. It ranges to the Punjab and Smd, and to the 
eastward as far as Sylhet and Cachar. It has not been observed in 
Assam, but Hume once saw a single individual in Manipur. 

Habits^ This pretty little Palcon is not a bird of forests, but 
is chiefly found in cultivated districts where there are gardens and 
groves of trees. It lives mainly on small birds, and has been 
occasionally captured and trained, its principal quarry being the 
Boiler mcZtca). The nest is always on a tree and is a 

neat structure of twigs lined with fibres , 4 eggs are usually laid 
betw’een January and May, generally about March. The eggs are 
brownish red mottled and blotched with a darker red, and measure 
about 1-66 by 1-27. 

Ghicquera^ as Jerdon points out, is a corrupt form of Skikra, the 
name of Astur bacUus. Similarly the common Indian name for a 
Kite, CM, has been wrongly given to the Crested Serpent-Eagle, 
Sjyilornis clieela. 


Genus TIHNUNCULTrS, VieHlot, 1807. 

^ The Kestrels difEer from the true Ealcons by having a shorter 
bill and a much smaller and weaker foot, the middle toe without 
the claw being only § to | the length of the tarsus. The tail is 
longer and the feathers graduated, the outer rectrices 1 to 
inches shorter than the middle pair, and the wing is shorter. The 
sexes differ, and the females and young have the upper parts 
banded black and rufous. 


Key to the Sjpecies, 

a . Claws black T. alaudarim, p. 428. 

b. Claws whitish or pale homy T, cencJiriSf p. 430. 

1265. Tinmmcnlus alaudarius. The Kestrel. 

Falco tinnunculus, Linn. Sust Nat. i, p. 127 (1766) : Wardl, Mamsa/u, 
lUs, 1880, p. 47. r ^ 

Falco alaudarius, Gm. 8yst Nat. i, p. 279 (1788). 
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Cerclmeis tinnunculus, Bok^ Isis, 1828, p. 314 ; Sharpe, Cat B, M, 
i, p. 425 ; Hume ^ Bav. 8 F, vi, p. 3 ; Cripps, S, F, vii, p. 242 , 
Hume, Cat no. 17 ; Seidly, 8. F. viii, p. 223 ; Legge, Birds CeyL 
^114; Barnes, 8,F.ix,-^. 214; Butter, ihd, p. 370; Biddulph, 
^s, 1881, p. 40 ; Scully, ^id. p 418 ; Beid, 8. F, x,p. 5 ; Davison, 
ibid, p. 334; Hume, 8, F. xi, p. 4; Barnes, Birds Bom. p. 18 ; id. 
Jour. Bom. H. H. Soc. in, p. 211. 

Tinnunculus alaudarius, Blyth, Cat p. 15 ; Horsf. <§• M. Cat. i, p. 13 , 
Jerdon, B. I. i, p. 38 ; Hume, Bough Notes, p. 96 ; Blanf. J. A. 8. B. 
xh, pt. 2, p. 4] ; Cock Marsh. 8 F. i, p 349 ; Brooks, 8. F. in, 
p. 228 ; Hume ^ Bourd. 8 F. iv, p. 365 ; Butler, 8. F. r, p. 226 ; 
Wardl. Bams. Ibis, 1877^. 463 ; Gurney, Ibis, 1881, p. 456 ; Oates, 
B. B. li, p. 217 ; id. in Hume's N. F. 2nd ed. iii, p. 196. 

Falco interatinctus, McClell. B Z. 8 1839, p 154. 

Tinnunculus saturatus, Blyth, J.A.S B. xxviii, p. 277 ; id. Ibis, 1866, 
p. 238 ; Blyth 8c Wald. Birds Burm. p. 59 , Hume, 8. F v, p. 129 ; 
vi, p. 3 ; id. Cat. no. 17 bis. 

Oeicbneis alaudarius, Hume, 8. F. iv, p. 460. 

Karontia, KoruUia, Khermutia, 11. in tbe Nortli ; Narzi J , Narzinak 
cJ , H. in tbe South ; Tondala-muchi-gedda, Tondala-^doshi-gadu, Tel . } 
Ting-kyi, Lepcha ; Gyo-thane, Burmese. 

Coloration. Adult male. Forehead and lores yellowish white ; 
crown, nape, and sides of neck ashy grey with narrow black shaft- 
lines ; a dark grey cheek-stripe ; ear-coverts and cheeks white to 
silvery grey with some darker streaks ; back, scapulars, and wing- 
coverts brick-red with a vinous or pink tinge and with scattered 
triangular black spots ; rump and upper tail-coverts ashy grey ; 
tail-feathers the same above, whitish beneath, with a broad sub- 
terminal black band and white tips ; quills dark brown, with bar- 
like white indentations on their inner webs, basal portion chiefly 
white ; lower parts bufE to rufous fawn, with brown streaks on the 
upper breast passing into spots on the lower breast and flanks ; 
throat and lower abdomen unspotted ; wing-lining white, with a few 
black spots. 

Female. Eufous above varying in tmt, with black streaks on the 
head and black transverse bands on the rest of the upper parts and 
on the tail •, the latter has a broad subterminal black band, not so 
wide as in the male ; quills and lower surface as in the male, but the 
spots on the breast are larger and more numerous. In old females 
the rump, upper tad-coverts, and tail are more or less tinged with 
bluish grey. 

Young males are like females : the tail becomes bluish grey 
before the head does. Some males that appear perfectly adult 
have the head tinged with rufous. 

In India and Burma, as in Africa, Kestrels that are resident are 
often darker in colour than migrants : the rufous above is deeper 
ajid the lower surface is brownish rufous. A Moulmein female of 
this kind was the type of Blythes T. saturatus. 

Bill bluMi black; the gape, cere, and eyelids yellow ; irides brown ; 
legs orange-yellow, daws black. 

Length of male about 14 ; tail 6*75 ; wing Q-S ; tarsus l‘S ; mid- 
toe 1 ; bill from gape *85. The female is scarcely larger. 

Di^hutim. iSe Kestrel breeds throughout the entire Pate- 
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arctic region, also in tlie Himalayas above 7000 feet, in South 
Afghanistan, and in several of the hill groups of Peninsular India, 
especially in all the higher parts of the Western Gh^ts. It probably 
breeds in the hills of Burma also. From September till April it is 
commonly distributed all over the Indian Empire, the vast majority 
of these birds being migrants from the Horth. It migrates to 
Africa at the same time. 

Habits^ 4'’c» The Kestrel is not often seen in forest ; cultivated 
tracts and plains of grass are its principal haunts, and over these 
it may be seen beating, especially m the morning and evening, every 
now and then hovering with a quick motion of the wings above a 
spot where it has seen or suspects it has seen its prey, on which 
it drops quietly. From its characteristic method of hunting is 
derived the English name of ‘‘Windhover.’^ It subsists on 
insects (especially locusts), lizards, frogs, and mice, rarely if 
ever touching birds. ^ The nest of the Kestrel is placed on roc^ 
ledges or small holes in cliffs, occasionally on ruins, more rarely on 
trees. The breeding-season in the North is from April to June, but 
earlier in Southern India, and the nest is of sticks mth some grass- 
roots, rags, or feathers intermixed. Very often a deserted crow’s or 
magpie’s nest is utilized. From 3 to 6 eggs are laid, usually 4 or 5, 
broad oval, more or less pointed and compressed towards one end, 
brick to blood-red, mottled and blotched with a deeper colour, and 
measuring about 1*67 by 1*21 . 


1266. Tiimuiicxilus cenchris. The Lesser Kestrel, 

Falco cenchris, Kmxmarmj Yog, JDetdschL i, p. 318, pi. 29 (1822). 
Falco tinnimculoides, Temm. Man, d^Om, 2* i, p. 31 (1820). 
Tinnunculus cenchris, Klyth, Cat, ^ 16 ; Horsf. ^ M. Cat, i, p 14 ; 
Bahin, Ibis, 1874, p. 361 note ; Dresser, Ibis, 1876, p. 615 ; Qumey, 
Ibis, 1881, p. 470. 

Erythropus cenchris, Jerdon, B, L L p. 40; id. Ibis, 1871, p. 242; 

Hume, Bough Notes, p. 103 ; Fairoarih, S, F, iv, t>. 252. 

Tichomis pekmensis, Sminhoe, P. Z 8, 1871, p. 341. 

Cerchneis nanmanni,^^ar^c. Cat, B, M, i, p. 435 ; Davidson 4' Wend, 
8. F, vii, p. 73; Hume, 8 F, vii, p. 331 ; id. Cat, no. 18; Butler, 
8, F, ix, p. 371 ; Macgregor, 8. F, x, p. 436 ; Barnet, Birds Bom, 
p. 19. 

Oerchneis peMnensis, Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 437 ; Hume, 8, F, vii, 
p 832 ; id. Cat, no. 18 bis ; Hume 4" Inglis, 8, F. ix, p, 2^ ; 
Barnes, Birds Bom, p. 20 ; Hume, 8. F, xi, p. 4. 

Erythropus pekmensis, A. Anderson, 8, F, iii, p. 384; Qodw,-Avst, 
^ J. A. 8, B, xlv, pt. 2, p. 192. 

Tmmmculus peHnends, BrooTcs, J, A, 8, B, yliii, pt 2, p. 239; Hume 
4r Inglis, 8. F. y, p. 6. 

Cerchneis inglisi, Hume, 8, F, v, p. 6 (1877) ; id. Cat, no. 18 ter. 


Coloration, Adult male, Crown, nape, sides of head and neck, 
lower back, rump, and upper taal-coverts, together with the greater 
and median and sometimes parts of the smaller wing-coverts, ashy 
grey ; ear-coverts whitish ; back, scapulars, and a varying proportion 
of the smaller and median wing-eoverts brick-red with a vinoui? 
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tinge ; quills black, their inner webs except near the tip white, as 
is the wjng-lining ; tail above grey like the rump, with abroad black 
subterminal band and a white tip, whitish beneath ; lower surface 
of body pale to deep rufous, with small rounded black spots on the 
breast and flanks, these disappear gradually with age. 

Pemale and young male similar to those of T. alaudarim^ but 
easily distinguished by their pale whitish claws. The tail in young 
males becomes grey by moult before the head or wing-coverts 
assume the ashy colour. 

Bill bluish homy, paler at the base ; cere dark yellow, irides deep 
brown ; legs and feet bright yellow, sometimes with an orange tinge ; 
claws whitish or yelloioisTi homy. 

Length about 13 ; tail 5-75 ; wing 9 ; tarsus 1*2 ; mid-toe without 
claw ‘9 ; bill from gape *8. There appears to be no constant differ- 
ence between the sexes in size. 

The Chinese and Indian bird has been separated as T, pekinemis 
on account of having the wing-coverts chiefly grey instead of red. 
Gurney has, however, shown that the difference is not constant. 

Dresser has clearly proved that the name naumanni has no claim 
to priority over cenchris. 

Distribution, L migratory bird, passing the summer and breeding 
in Southern Europe, Western Asia, Persia, and China, and visiting 
Africa and India in the cold season. Blyth, however, said that it 
was met with in Bengal in the monsoon (probably September), and 
Jerdon that he found it breeding on the Nilgiris in May and 
June. Hume suspects that the Cbmmon Kestrel was mistaken for 
this species in the latter case. T. cenchris has been met with in 
many parts of India and as far East as Oachar and the N^ga bills, 
but it has not yet been obtained in Burma nor has it been observed 
in Ceylon. 

Eabiis,^ 4‘c, Very similar to those of the Common Kestrel, but this 
species is more gregarious and more insectivorous. It has not been 
observed to nest in India with the exception of the doubtful case 
above mentioned. 

Genus IHCROHIEEAX, Sharpe, 1874, 

The pi^y Ealcons, or Falconets as they have been termed, are not 


The eggTare moderately elongated ovals, fairly close in texture, 
without gloss, and are said by Hume to be unlike the eggs of any 
Accipitrine birds in shape and texture, apart from colour. The 
Falconets inhabit open parts of forests, and are usually seen perched 
on dead twigs or branches on tolerably hi^h trees j from their perch 
they launch into the air in pursuit of their prey, principally insects, 
and then return to the same perch. They also at times kill small 
birds. Their flight is peculiar, not unlike that of Jrtamus, but 
their method of hawfa’ng insects resembles that of a Bee-eater. 


closely aliiea to raicons nor to any otner group. Tney are aistm- 
guished from all other Accipitrine birds by their mode of nidification, 
in which they resemble Owls, Parrots, Barbets, <&c., for they lay 
white efiTj^s in a hole hollowed in the trunk or branch of a tree. 
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The bill is rather large and compressed, the upper mandible 
strongly toothed on each side, in some individuals there is a second 
tooth behind the first. The wings are short and rounded, the fet 
3 quills not differing greatly in length, but usually the 2nd and 3rd 
are longer ; tail rather long, square at the end ; legs and feet stout, 
middle toe not elongate, lateral toes unequal ; claws strong, very 
little curved. Sexes alOve in plumage. 

Keij to the SijeGies, 

а, A broad white nuchal collar ; thigh-coverts 

ferruginous AT. eutolmus, p. 4o2, 

б. No white collar. 

a! , Thigh-coverts and lower surface through- 
out white M. melanoleucitSf p. 433. 

6'. Thigh-coverts black M.ft'ingiUarms,'^.4^L 

As every one of these species has been identified in turn with 
Fcdco cm'ulesmxs of Linnaeus, I think it best to follow Mr. Gurney’s 
suggestion and not employ that name for any of them ; the figure 
of Edwards on which it is founded cannot be satisfactorily referred 
to any one of the three. 


1267. HicroMerax eutolmus. The Bed-legged Falconet. 

lerax bengalensis {Brissor^, apid Blyth, J. A. 8. B. xii, p. 180^ 
(1843). 

Hierax eutolmus bengalensis, Hodgson in Qray^s 2^61. Miso. p. 81 
(1844), descr. nuUfi,. 

Hierax eutolmus, Blyth, Cat. p. 17 ; id. J. A. 8. B. xix, p. 324 j 
Horsf, M. Cat. i, p. 16 ; Jerdon^ B L i, p. 42 ; HuTne, Bough 
Notes f p. Ill; Blanf. Ibisy 1870, p. 464; Qodxo.-Aust. J. A. 8, B. 
xliii, pt. 2^ p. 152 ; Hume, 8. F. xi, p. 6. 

Micronierax cseruleacens {Limi), Sharpe, Cat B. M. i, p. 366; 
Hume ^ Oates, 8. F. iii, p. 22 ; Bmgham, 8. F. v, p. 80 ; ix, 
p. 142 ; Hume, 8. F. v. p. 126 ; Hume ^ Dav. 8. F. vi, p. 3 , 
Hume, Cat. no. 20 ; Oates, B. B. li, p. 211 ; id. in Hume's N. 

2nd ed. iii, p. 183 ; Salvad. Arm. Mus. Civ, Oen. (2) v, p. 666. 
Microhierax eutolmus, Gurney, Ibis, 1881, p. 272. 

Chiny-jm-nyel, Lepcha ; Doun-oo-lmouk, Burmese. 



Fig. 101. — ^Head of M. eutohms, 1. 


Coloration. Forehead, broad supercilia extending back to the 
sides of the neck, cheeks, and broad nuchal collar white; crown. 
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nape, and all the upper plumage, with the wings and tail, black 
with a metallic green gloss ; feathers round the orbit and a band 
running back from the eye and including the ear-coverts black ; 
quills black, viith broad white spots on the inner webs ; all tail- 
feathers except the middle pair with white spots on the inner 
webs, and when freshly moulted narrow white tips confined to the 
inner webs ; lower parts white, more or less tinged with ferru- 
ginous, always deeply ferruginous on the chin, throat, thighs, lower 
abdomen, and under tail-coverts ; sides of the body black ,* wing- 
lining white. 

Young birds have the black of the upper parts less glossy, the 
frontal jb^and and supercilia chestnut, the chin and throat white, 
and the nuchal collar inconspicuous. 

Bill slaty blue, nearly black at the tip ; cere dark brown, irides 
haz;el-bro\\ui ; eyelids plumbeous ; legs plumbeous brown, claws 
black. 

Length of female 7 ; tail 2*6; wing 4*25; tarsus *9; mid-toe 
without claw *72; bill from gape *55: of male, length 6*25; 
wing 3*8. 

Distnhutiohi. The Himalayas below about 7000 feet elevation 
from G-arhwal to Bhutan, and on the G-aro hills, but not in the 
ranges around Upper Assam, where AT. melanoleums is found. The 
present form occurs throughout Burma, in Siam and Cambodia. 

Habits^ Those of the genus. The eggs, four in number, were 
taken by Col. Bingham from a nest-hole in a tree on April 14th 
near Pahpoon, Tenasserim. They are white and measure 1*2 by 
'87. The only lining to the nest-hole was a pad of insects’ wings 
mixed with rotten wood. 

This Falconet is said to have been formerly trained to capture 
small birds. 


1268. MicroMerax melanolexLCus. The WUu-legged Falconet. 

lerax cserulescens, apud J. A. S, B, xi, p^. 789 ; nec Linn, 
lerax melanoleucos, Blyth^ J, A, S, B. xii, p. 179* 

Hierax melanoleucus, Blyth, Cat, p. 17; id, Ibte, 1863, p. 10: 1865, 
p. 29 ; jffot-sf, ^ M, Cat, i, p. 16 ; Gcdw,~Amt J, A, S, B, xxxix, 
pt. 2, p. 265 ; xlv, pt. 2, p. 66 ; JECume, JS, F, ad, p. 6. 

Microhierax melanoleucus, Sharpe, Cat, B, M, i, p. 368 ; Hume, 
8, F, ii, p. 525 ; v, p. 126 ; id. Cat, no. 20 bis; HarteH, J,f, O. 
1889, p. 432. 

This species is rather larger than the last, from which it differs 
in wanting the white nuchal collar and in being pure white beneath 
throughout ; the white frontal band is very narrow or wanting, tho 
supercilia are also narrower, and the black bands from the eye 
broader than in M. eutolmus. The white bars on the inner webs 
of the quills are also narrower. 

Bill and feet black ; iris brown {Hartert). 

Length about 7*6; tail 3; wing 4-6; tarsus 1*1; bill from 
gape *56. 

voii. in. 2's 
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Bkti'ibutlon^ Upper Assam, the Daphla and other hills to the 
northward, and the Naga hills to the southward. A specimen was 
obtained by Qodwin-Austen from Lukhipur, Cachar, but none 
w’as seen by Hume in Manipur* 

1269. MicroMerax fringillarius. The Black-legged Falconet. 

Falco fringillarius, JDmp, Bict. Class, cfllzst. Nat Ti, p 412, pL v 
(1824). 

Hierax cserulescens (Z ), a2md Vigors ^ ZooL Jour, i, p. 3^39 (1824) ; 
Bhjtk. J A S.J3. xii, p. 180* ; Moi sf. cj M, Cat. i, p. 15 ; Bclater, 

1868, p. 206. 

Hiei'ux frmfiillanus, Blyth^ Cat. p. 17 ; id. Ibis, 1863, p 11 , StoU 
xczka, J A. S. B. xxxix, pt. 2, p 281 ; Walden, Iks, 1871, p. 161 ; 
Blgth Wald Birds Bunn. p. 60. 
lldicrohierax fiiugillanus, Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p 367 ; Davison, 
S. F. V, p. 80 ; Hume Dav. S. F. vi, p. 5 j Rume, Cat. no. 20 
ter ; Oates, B. B. ii, p. 212; id. in Humds N. ^ F. 2nd ed. ui, 
p. 183. 

Coloration. Upper parts, wings, and tail black, glossed with 
metallic green ; no white collar ; frontal and superciliary bands 
white, but much narrower than in M. eutolmus, and the black band 
from the eye broader; quills and all tail-feathers, except the 
middle pair, with white spots on the mner webs; lower parts white, 
more or less tinged with ferruginous red; flanks and thigh-coverts 
black. 

Bill, legs, and feet black; irides wood-brown; orbital skin- 
plumbeous (Davison). 

Length of female 6'5; tail 2*26; wing 4; tarsus ‘75; bill 
from gape -55 ; sl male measures — length 6, wing 3*7. 

Distribution. The southern portion of Tenassenm as far north- 
as 14® H. lat.; also the Malay Peninsula, Cochin China, Sumatra, 
Borneo, and Java. 

Habits, (^'c. Similar to those of other species, but this, although 
smaller, is said to feed more on birds. It also lays white eggs 
in holes in trees. 

M. latifrons, Sharpe (Ibis, 1879, p. 237, pL vfl), which is very 
similar to M. fringillarius, but is distinguished by haviog the crown 
white, and a black line through the eye to the nape separating the 
white crown from the white sides of the head, is said to have been 
obtained from the Nicobars, the types being from Borneo. Although 
the Nicobar locality rests on fairly good authority (see S. P. vui, 
p. 496, and Ibis, 1881, p. 274), the name of the ^coverer is not 
known, and as the evidence is at second-hand, I do not think it 
wise to admit the species without clearer proof* 

Genus POLIOHIIEAX, Kaup, 1847. 

Plumage very soft. Bill small, strongly toothed; tarsus naked, 
almost throughout covered with rather large polygonal scales in 
front, and smaller behind ; toes weak and short, daws very little 
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curved. Wing short and rounded ; tail almost as long as the wing, 
and greatly graduated, the outer tail-feathers in the Burmese 
species being short of the middle rectrices by nearly one-third the 
length of the tail. Sexes dissimilar in plumage. 

There are only two species of Poliohierax ; one inhabits Africa, 
the other Burma. The affinities of the genus are very obscure. 

1270. PolioMerax insignis. Feilden’s Eaivh, 

Poliohierax insignia, Walden, P. Z, S, 1871, p. 627 ; id. Ibis, 1872, 
p, 471 ; Sharpe, Cat. B. M. i, p. 370 ; Sclater, S. P iii, p, 417 ; 
Blyth, Birds Burm. p. 59; Wardl. Bams. Ibis, 1877, p. 454; 
Eume ^ Dav. S. P. vi, p. 2 ; Tweedd. tn Bowler/ s Om. Mtsc. iii, 
p. 169, pi ; Eume, Cat. no. 16 bis ; Oates, B. B. ii, p, 213. 

Lithofalco feildeni, Huine, P, A. S. B, 1872, p. 70. 

Polihierax feildeni, Eume Oates, S. P. iii, p. 19. 



Pig. 102. — Head of P. insiynis, 1. 


Coloration. Male. Crown, nape, and sides of head and neck 
light grey, with narrow black shaft-stripes ; ear-coverts paler and 
silky ; back, scapulars, and wing-coverts blackish grey ; rump and 
upper tail-coverts white ; q^uills black, with large white spots on 
them inner webs, larger towards the base ; middle pair of tail- 
feathers black throughout, all the others broadly barred black and 
white and feped white ; lower parts white. 

Pemale. BLead and nape above and at the sides chestnut ; frontal 
band, narrow supercilium, and area below the eye grey with black 
streaks ; remainder of plumage as in the male. 

Young birds have the he^ and back brownish grey with dark 
shaft-stripes ; the quills and tail dark brown, marked as in adults, 
except that there are a few round white spots on the middle pair 
of rectrices ; lower parts pale rufous, with long brown shaft-stripes 
on the breast and upper abdomen. Some of the immature mark- 
ings, such as a few streaks on the breast and white spots on the 
median rectrices, are sometimes retained by birds in adult 
plumage. 

Antenor portion of bill bluish black ; cere, gape, and both man- 
dibles as far as the nostrils orange-yellow ; eyelids and orbital skin 
orange ; irides brown ; legs orange ; cla\vs bkck {Oates'). 

La^h of male 10*5 inches ; tail 5 ; wing 5*5 ; tarsus 1*4 ; mid- 
toe without claw "9 ; bill from gape *75 : of a female, length 11, 
wing 6. 


2r2 
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DistnhiUion, This curious Hawk has been found in Burma 
around Thayet Myo, where it is not rare, at Toungngoo, in 
Northern Tenasserim near Myawadee, and in the Thoungyin 
valley. The only other recorded locality is Western Siam. 

Eabits, ^*0. An excellent account has been given by Feilden, who 
discovered this bird at very nearly the same time as Wardlaw 
Bamsay. The flight is peculiar and jerky, and the movements 
resemble those of a Magpie. This species frequents dry open 
forest or scrub, perching on dead trees by preference, and feeding 
chiefly on insects, with an occasional mouse, snake, or lizard. The 
breedmg-season is about March; the eggs are unknown, but 
Col. Bmgbam tells me that he has found the nest, which is built 
of sticks and placed in a tree. 
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abessytiicuB (Oypselus), 
168. 

Acanthylis, 172. 

Accipiter, 402 
Accipitres, 312 
aceipitnna (Strix), 271. 
accipitrinus (Asio), 271. 
Aceros, 149. 
acutioauda (Oypselus), 
166. 

jiegyptiuB (Merops), 112 
aeruginosus (Circus), 387. 
aeruginosus (Falco), 387. 
^salon, 426, 
sesalon (Falco), 426. 
sesalon (Hypotriorclus), 
426. 

sesalon (Lithofalco), 426. 
affinis (Aooipiter), 404 
affinis (Batrachostomus), 
194, 196. 

fi fflma (Buceros), 146. 
n fflnifl (OollocaLa), 178. 
affinis (Ooracias), 105. 
affinis (Ouculus), 210. 
affinis (Cymborhynchus), 
8 . 

affinis (Oypselus), 168, 
affinis (Hydrocissa), 145. 
affinis (Micropus), 161 
affinis (Milvus), 375. 
affinis (Ninox), 310. 
affiiis (PalsBornis), 269. 
ftfflms (Podargus), 196 
affinis (Xaccooua), 237. 
alaudarius (Oerohneis), 
429 

alaudarius (Falco), 428. 
alaudariu8(Tinnunculus), 

428. 

albioilla (Haliaetus), 
369. 

albioilla (Vultur), 369. 
albidus (Falco), 368. 
albiniger (Spkaetus), 
354. 

albipes (Ouncuma), 866, 
albipes (Haliseetus), 366. 


albirostns (Anthracoce- 
ros), 145. 

albirostns (Buceros), 145. 
albirostns (Hydrocissa), 
145 

albogularis (Spizaetus), 
345. 

alboniger (Limnaetus), 
354 

alboniger (Nisaetus), 
354. 

alboniger (Spizaetus), 
354. 

albonotatus (Oaprimul- 
gus), 188. 

Alcedinidse, 118 
Alcedo, 122. 
alcinus (Maeheerliam- 
phus), 408 

aldrovandi (Scops), 291. 
alexandri (Pal^ornis), 
247, 248, 249, 257. 
Alophonerpes, 71. 
alpma (Hirundo), 164 
alpmus (Oypselus), 165. 
amabUis (Oaroineutes), 
139. 

amauroptera (Pelargo- 
psis), 128. 

&iQ£turopt!6rus f jBCflilcyoD.)^ 

121 . 

amherstii (Ptiloskelos), 
288. 

amiota (Alcemerops), 
117. 

amicta (Nyotiorms), 117. 
amictus (Merops), 117. 
amiotus (Hyotiorms), 
117. 

amurensis (Aquila), 336. 
amurensis (Oercbneis), 
424. 

amurensis (Erythropus), 
424. 

amurensis (Xinnunculus), 
426. 

analis (I)eiidrocopuB),41. 
auftlis (Dendrotypes), 41. 


analis (Pious), 41. 
andamanensis (Oentro- 
coccyx), 242. 
andamanensis (Centro- 



oopus), 42 

andamanensis (Limnae- 
tus), 351. 

andamanensis (Pious), 

42. 

andamanensis (Spizae*- 
tus), 361. 

andamanious (Oaprimul- 
gus), 190. 

Ai^odactyli, 101. 
Anorrhinus, 150. 
Anthracoceros, 148. 
apiaster (Merops), 113. 
apus (Oypselus), 165. 
apus (PUrundo), 165. 
apus (Micropus), 166. 
Aquila, 332. 
aquilinus (Buteo), 392. 
Arcbibuteo, 395. 
arenanus (Caprimulgus),. 
184, 188. 

armstrongi (Halcyon), 
136. 

AscaLapbia, 285, 286. 
asiatioa (Aloodo), 124,. 
125. 

asiatioa (Oyanops), 92. 
asiatioa (Megalsema), 92. 
asiatioa (Megalaima), 92. 
asiaticus (Buteo), 392. 
asiatious (Caprimulgus), 
186. 

asiatious (Loriculua), 
262. 

asiatious (Psittacus), 262. 
asiatious (Trogon), 92. 
Asio, 270. 

Aaionidae, 267. 

Asionmse, 270 
imfliniiTia (Pbodilus), 269. 
assimilis ^botocblus), 
269. 
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assimilis (Picns), 36. 
assimilis (Psansomus), 

Astur, 896. 
ater (Faleo), 378. 
ater (Milvus), 375. 
Athene, 300 

athertoni (Merops), 115. 
athertom (Nycfaomis), 

115. 

athertonii (Alcemerops), 

116. 

atratns (Dendrocopus), 
40. 

atratus (Bendrotypes), 
40. 

atratus (Pious), 40. 
atricapiUa (Alc^o), 133. 
atrioapiUus (Halcyon), 
133. 

atnceps (Faleo), 415. 
atri^nnis(Oaprimulgu8), 

aurantius (Brachypter- 
nus), 58. 

aurantius (Pious), 58. 
aunceps (Dendrooopus), 
40. 

aunceps (Picus), 40. 
aurocristatus (Pious), 43. 
austeni (Anorhinus), 153. 
austeni (Ptilolsemus), 
153. 

habylonious (Faloo), 417. 
■bacna (Spilomis), 368, 
‘361. 

hactriana (Athene), 303. 
hactriana (Oanne), 303. 
badia (Stnx), 268. 
badius (Astur), 398. 
badius (Faleo), 398. 
badiue (Micronisus), 398. 
badius (MicroptemuB),57. 
badius (Pbodilus), 268, 

m 

badius ^Pbotodilus), 268. 
badius (Pious), 57. 
badius (Scelospizias), 
398. 

babbamuna (Epbialtes), 
298. 

bakhamuna (Scops), 297. 
bakhamoena (Bpbi^tes), 
292. 

babfcamcena (Otus), 297. 
babfcamoeiia (Scops), 
297,298. 

balasiensis (Qypselus), 
170. 

balb (Epbialtes), 296. 


balli (Scops), 296. 
barbarus (Faleo), 417. 
barbatus (Gy^etus), 
328. 

barbatus (Pabeorrds), 
257. 

barbatus (Pious), 22. 
barbatus (Vultur), 328. 
barmameus (Micropter- 
nus), 55- 

bartletti (Ououlus), 209. 
batassiensis (Oypselus), 
170. 

batassiensis (Tacborms), 
170. 

Batracbostomus, 193. 
Baza, 408. 

beavani (Alcedo), 124. 
bengalensis (Alcedo), 



bengalensis (Bubo), 285. 
bengalensis (Oentroooo- 
oyx), 243. 

bengalensis (Oentropus), 
243 

bengalensis (Ououlus), 
243 

ensis (Gyps), 322, 

bengalensis (lerax), 432. 
bengalensis (Otus), 286. 
bengalensis (Palseornis), 
251,253. 

bengalensis (Picus), 68. 
benglensis (Pseudogyps), 

beng^ensis (Psittacus), 

be^^ensis (Urrua), 

ben^lensis (Vultur), 

Berenicomis, 163. 
besra (Accipiter), 404. 
bicomis (Buceros), 142. 
bicornis (Dicboceros), 
142. 

bicornis (Homraius), 
142. 

bicomis (Menioeros), 
166. 

bicomis (Ocyceros), 156. 
bicomis (Tockus), 166. 
biddulphi (Obrysonotus), 
62. 

biddulpbi (Symium), 
274. 

bifasoiata (Aquila), 336, 
336. 


birostris (Buceros), 166* 
birostris (Lopboceros), 
155. 

birostris (Ocyceros), 
155 

Hagrus (Faloo), 368. 
blagrus (Haliseetus), 
368. 

blanfordi (Pious), 43. 
blewitti (Athene), 303. 
blewitti (Canne), 303. 
blewitti (Heteroglaux), 
303 

blytbn (Pbaiopieos), 56. 
Blytbipicus, 50. 
bonelb (Faleo), 343. 
bonelbi (Aquila), 343. 
bonellii (Eutobnaetus), 
343 

bonelbi (Nisaetus), 343. 
bonellii (Pseudaetus), 
343. 

bourdilloni (Lyncomis), 
192. 

braebyotos (Strix), 271. 
braobyotus (.®gobus), 
271. 

braebyotus (Asio), 271. 
braebyotus (Otus), 271. 
Braobyptemus, 68. 
braebypterus (Pernis), 
406. 

brachyurus (Micropter- 
nus), 67. 

brachyurus (Picus), 57. 
brama (Athene), 301. 
brama (Oarine), 301, 
brama (Strix), 301. 
brevipes (Accipiter), 398. 
brevirostna (OoUooalia). 
176, 177. 

brevirostris (Hirundo), 
177. 

brodiei (Athene), 307. 
brodxei (Glauddium), 
307. 

brodiei (Nootua), 807. 
brooksi (Habaetus), 369. 
brucei (Epbialtes), 294. 
bruoix (Scopsh 294. 
brimiceps (Halcyon), 
129. 

brunneifrons (Dendro- 
copus), 41. 

br^nexbron8(Dryobates), 

brunneifrons (Pious), 40. 
brunneus (Hemicercus), 
53. 

brunneus (Meiglyptes), 
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brunnifrons (Leiopxcus), 
40, 

bruumfrons (Picus), 40. 
Bubo, 283 
bubo (Stm), 284. 
BuboninsB, 280. 
ibubutus (Oentropus), 
230. 

Bucerotes, 140. 
Bucerotidse, 140, 

Buliwa, 275, 277. 278. 
bunnanica (Ninox), 310. 
iburmamca (Pelargopsis), 
130. 

Butastur, 362. 

Buteo, 389. 
buteo (Falco), 393. 
butlen (Asio), 279. 
butleri (Syrnium), 279. 

cabaaisi (Dendrocopus), 
35 

.cabanisi (Pious), 35. 
Cacomantis, 216 
oserulescens (Hierax), 
434. 

cserulescens (lerax), 433. 
csBTuleseens (Micro- 
hieiax), 432 
caruleus (Elanus), 379. 
caeruleus (Falco), 379. 
calidus (Falco), 414. 
cahgatua (Falco), 351. 
caligatus (Limnaetus), 
351. 

cabgatus (Spizaetus), 351. 
<salipyga (Alcyon), 134. 
Oalhalcyon, 134. 
Oallolophus, 29. 
calonyx (Eurystomus), 
108. 

Oalorbamphus, 83. 
<5alorynx (Eurystomus), 
108. 

csl‘bli]r8ip8B 

266. 

^jalthropas (Palaeomis), 
256. 

calvus (Otogyps), 318. 
calvus (Vultur), 318. 
Oalyptomena, 12. 

Candida (G^laux), 266. 
x^ndida (Soelostrix), 266 
Candida (Stnx), 266. 
ijauente (Hemicercus), 
69. 

.cauente (Pious), 69. 
canescens (Buteo), 390. 
4!anicapillu8 (lyn^pious), 
46. 

anicapillus (Picus), 46. 


camoapillus (Yungi- 
picus), 46. 

cauiceps (Buceo), 86. 
cauiceps (O^nops), 87. 
canioeps (Megalsema), 87. 
cauiceps (Megalaima), 

87. 

camceps (Palfeomis), 
258. 

canorus (Cuoulus), 205. 
capeusis (Halcyon), 129. 
Oapitonidm, 82. 
Capnmulgi, 182 
Capnnmlgidsa, 183. 
Oaprimulgus, 183. 
Caroineutes, 138. 
Oaridagrus, 138. 
carinatus (Bueeros), 151. 
Oarine, 300 

castaneonotus (Athene), 
307. 

castaneus (Batracho- 
atomus), 194. 
castanonotum (GHauci- 
dium), 307. 

castanopterus (Athene), 
307. 

castanopterus (Oentro- 
pus), 239. 

castanotus (Athene), 307. 
oathphanus (Bendrooo- 
pus), 37, 38. 

cathphanus (Picus), 37, 
38. 

caudacuta (AcanthyHs), 
172, 173. 

cavatus (Bueeros), 142. 
cavatus (Dichoceros), 
142. 

cavearia (ITmia), 285. 
eavearius (Bubo), 285. 
cenohns (Brytfcopus), 
430. 

cenchris (Falco), 430. 
cenohns (Tinnunculus), 
430. 

cenohroides (? Astur), 
398. 

Oentroooccyx, 240. 
Oentropus, 239. 
cervinioeps (Eurosto- 
podus), 19^ 

oemniceps (Lynoomis), 
192* 

Oeryle, 119. 

oeyianensis ^Falco), 349. 
oeylonensis (Baza), 411. 
ceylonensis (Hetupa), 
281. 

oeylonensis (Limnaetus), 
349, 


oeylonensis (Spizaetus), 
349 

oeylonensis (TJpupa), 
161. 

ceylouus(BrachypternuB), 

60 

ceylonus (Picus), 60. 

Ceyx, 127 
Chsetura, 172 
Chasturinee, 172 
chalcites (Chrysoeoocyx), 
222 . 

cheela (Falco), 357. 
cheela (Hasmatornis), 
357, 358. 

cheela (Milvus), 376. 
cheela (S]ulornis), 357. 
cherrug (Falco), 420. 
chicquera (jEsalon), 
427, 

chicquera (Falco), 427. 
chicquera (Hypotrior- 
chis), 427 

chicquera (Lithofalco), 
427. 

chicquera (Turamiaa), 
427. 

chinensis (Eudynamis), 
228. 

chlorigaster (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 25. 
chlorigaster (Geoinus), 
25. 

chlonf^^ce^o), 136. 
chloris (Halcyon), 135. 
chlons (Sauropatis), 135. 
chlorog^ter (Gecinus), 
25. 

chlorolophus (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 23. 
chlorolophus (Gecinus), 
23, 24. 

chlorolophus (Picus), 23. 
ohlorophaca (Ehmortha), 
236. 

cliloroplisBUS rOuciilus)i 
236. 

ohlorophanes (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 25 
chlorophanes (Geoinus), 
25. 

ohloropus (Gecinus), 23. 
chJLororhjTiohus (Oentro- 
coccyx), 242. 

chlororhynchus (Oentro- 
. pus), 242 
Ohotorhea, 90. 
ohiysaetus (Aquila), 383. 
(^ysaetos (Falco), 333. 
Ohrysocoocyx, 220. 
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Ohrysoeolaptes, 64. 
chrysonotus (Brachy- 
pternopicus), 68. 
chrysonotus (Brachy- 
ptemiis), 68. 
Chrysophlegtoa, 27 
cmeraceus (Circus), 383. 
cineraeeus (Falco), 383 
cinerareus (Falco), 383 
cinerascens (Oapnmiil- 
gus), 190. 

cinerascens (Circus), 
383. 

ciuereigula (Picus), 47 
Circaetus, 355. 

Circus, 380. 
ciris (Acanthylis), 172. 
oirratus (Kisaetus), 349 
cirrhatus (Falco), 349. 
cirrhatus (Limnaetus), 
349. 

cirrhatus (Spizaetus), 
349. 

clanga (Aquila), 340. 
Coccyges, 203. 

Ooccystes, 224. 
coUaris (idcedo), 135. 
ooUans (Halcyon), 135. 
coUans (Todirhamphiis), 
135, 137. 

CoUocalm, 176. 
columboides (Palfleomis), 
255. 

comata (Dendroche- 
lidon), 182. 

comata (Macropteryx), 

» 182. 

oomatus (Auorrhinus), 
153. 

comatus (Berenicornis), 
163. 

comatus (Buceros), 163 
comatus (Cypselus), 182. 
communis (Falco), 414 
ooncolor (Cypselus), 176. 
concreta (Caridagrus), 
138. 

concreta (Bacelo), 138. 
concreta (Halcyon), 138. 
concretus (Oarida^us), 
138. 

concretus (Hemicercus), 
68 - 

Coracife, 102. 

Coraciadse, 102. 

Ooraoias, 103. 
coraoina (Ohsetura), 176* 
coraomus (Acanthylis), 

. 176. 

oordatus (Hemicercus), 
69. 


coromanda (Alcedo), 134. 
coromanda (Ascalaphia), 
286. 

coromanda (CaUialcyon), 
134. 

coromanda (Halcyon), 
134. 

coromanda (Strix), 286 
coromanda (Urrua), 286 
coromandehanus (Hal- 
cyon), 134. 

coromander (Halcyon), 
134. 

coromanduB (Bubo), 286 
coromandus (Cocoystes), 
226. 

coromandus (Ouculus), 
226. 

coromandus (Oxjlophua), 
226. 

corouata (Bendroche- 
hdon), 180. 

coronata (Hirundo), 180 
coronata (Hydrocissa), 
144, 145 

coronata (Maoropteryx), 
180. 

coronatus (Anthraco- 
ceros), 144 

coronatus (Buceros), 144. 
Oorydon, 6. 

coulaci (Lonculus), 262. 
coulaci (Psittacula), 262 
crassipes (Aquila), ^4 
crawfurdi (Thnponax), 
73 

cnstata (Perms), 406. 
cnstatellus (Falco), 349. 
cristatellus (Limnaetus), 
349. 

cristatellus (Hisaetus), 
349. 

cristatellus (Spizaetus), 
349. 

cnstatus (Buteo), 406. 
cnstatus (Perms), 406. 
cryptogenys (Archi- 
buteo), 396. 

OucuUda, 203. 

OuculiiJSB, 204. 
ouculoides (Athene), 305- 
ouculoidcs (Gdaucidiuna), 
305. 

ouculoides (Hootua), 306. 
Ouculus, 204. 

Oultrunguis, 281. 
oultrunguis (lohthyae- 
tus), 368. 

Onnouma, 366. 
curvirostns (Phoenioo- 
phaus), 235. 


cyaneus (Circus), 384. 
cyaneus (Falco), 384. 
cyanocephalus (Palie- 
orms), 261, 25^ 
cyanocephalus (Psitta- 
cus), 251. 

cyanogularis (Merops), 
116. 

Oyanops, 92 
cyanotis (Bucco), 95. 
cyanotis (Oyanops), 95 
cyanotis (Meg^aema), 
96 

cyanotis (Mesobucco), 95, 
cyanotis (Xantholmma), 
95. 

Oymborhynchus, 7. 
Oypseli, 162 
Cypsehdse, 163. 
Cypsehnse, 163 
Cypselus, 164. 

dalhousioo (Eurylaimus), 

dalhousias (Psansomus), 

darjellensis (Picus), 37 
darjilensis (Bendroco- 
pus), 37 

daudmi (Merops), 111 
davisom (Oyanops), 93 
davisom (Halcyon), 180. 
davisom (Megalaema), 
93. 

davisoni (Spilornis), 368. 
delesserti (Ohrysocolap- 
tes), 66. 

delesserti (Indopicus), 

66 . 

Bendrochehdon, 180. 
Bendrocopus, 33. 
deroepstorffi, (Strix), 265. 
desertorum (ButeoL 390. 
393 

desertorum (Falco), 393, 
diardi (Melias), 2^. 
diardi (Bhopodytes), 233, 
diardi (Zanclostomus), 
233. 

Bichoceros, 142. 
dicruroides (Ouculus), 
223. 

dicruroides (Pseudomis)* 

223. 

dicruroides (Sumioulus), 

224. 

dilutus (Braohyptenius)^ 
58. 

dimidiatus (Glecinus), 22. 
dukhunensis (Aedpiter), 
398. 
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dumeticola (Stnx), 281 
dussumien (Falco), 398. 
duvaueeli (Harpactes), 
201 . 

duyaucelii (Trogon), 199, 

201 . 

edwardsi (Lonoulus), 
262. 

Elanus, 379. 
elgini (Hsematorms), 
361. 

dgini (Spilomis), 361. 
elliotii (Dendrocopus), 
64. 

eUiotti (Perms), 406. 
Ephialtes, 292 
epops (TJpupa), 369. 
erithaca (Alcedo), 127. 
erithronothos (Pious), 60, 
erythaoa (Oeyx), 127. 
erythroceplialus (Har- 
pactes), 200 
erythrocephalus (Me- 
rops), 114. 

erythrocephalus (Tro- 
gon), 200. 

erymrogenys(Pal8Bornis), 

258,259. 

erythrognathus (Phoem- 
oophaes), 235. 
erythrognathus (Eham- 
phococcyx), 235. 
erythrognathus (Hro- 
coooyx), 236. 
erytlironotus (Braohy- 
ptemus), 60. 
erythroptw-us (Athene), 
306. 

Erythropus, 424. 
erythropygius (GFecinus), 
26. 

Eudyn^is, 228, 
eu^tria (Paheomis), 

eupatria (Psittacus), 246. 
6up&tniis (JPsJLs&omis^ 
248,249. 

europajus (Oaprimulgus), 

euryoercus (Centro- 
ooccyx), 240. 
eurycercus (Oentropus), 
240. 

Eurylsemi, 1. 
Eurylaemidas 2. 
Eurylsemus, 3. 
Burystomus, 107. 
euryzona (Alcedo), 125, 
126. 

EutoImaetuB, 343. 


eutolmus (Hierax), 432. 
eutolmus (Microhierax), 
432 

Palco, 412. 

Paloonidse, 327. 
Palconmse, 330. 
fasciata (Aquila), 343. 
fasoiatus (Harpactes), 
109. 

fasoiatus (Hieraetus), 
343. 

fasoiatus (Kisaetus), 343. 
fasoiatus (PalsBorms), 
256, 257. 

fasoiatus (Psittacus), 
266. 

fasoiatus (Trogon), 199. 
feddem (Hemilophus), 
73 

feddeni (Mulleripicus), 
73 

feddem (Thiiponax), 73 
feildem (Lithofalco), 435. 
feildem (Pohhierax), 436. 
ferox (Accipiter), 390 
ferox (Buteo), 390, 392. 
ferri^eiceps (Merops), 

festirus (Ohrysocolaptes), 
64. 

festivus (Pious), 64. 
finschi (Palseornis), 254. 
flammea (Strix), 264. 
flayifrons (Buoco), 94. 
flavifrons (Oyanops), 94. 
flavifrons (Megfimema), 
94. 

flavigula (Dryotomus), 
28. 

flavinucha (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 28. 
flayinucha (Q-ecinus), 28. 
flavinucha (Pious), 38. 
flavipes (Oultrunguis), 
282* 

flavipes (Ketupa), 282. 
flavus (Ouculus), 218. 
francioa (Oollocaha), 
176, 178. 

francioa (Hirundo), 178. 
franklini (Oyanops), 96. 
franklini (Meg^ma), 

96. 

frankUnii (Buoco), 96. 
franklinu (Kegalaama), 

97. 

fraseri (Pelargopsis), 129. 
frmgillanus (JBAlco), 434. 
fringillanus (Hierax), 


frmgillanus (Micro- 
hierax), 434 
fuciphaga (Oollocaha), 
176, 177, 178. 
fuciphaga (Hirundo), 
176. 

fugax(BDLerococcyx), 214. 
fuligmosus (Buteo), 390 
fulvescens (Aquila), 337f 
339 

fulvescens (Q-yps), 320 
fulviventer (Hahsetus), 
366 

Mvus (Oyps), 320, 321. 
fulvus (Yultur), 320. 
fusca (Acanthylis), 172. 
fusca (Alcedo), 132. 
fusca (Aquila), 337, 341. 
fuscus (Halcyon), 132 

gaieatus (Buceros), 158 
galeritus (Anorhmus), 
153. 

galeritus (Anorrhinus), 
151 

galeritus (Buceros), 151 
gallicus (Circaetus), 355 
gaUicus (Falco), 355 
garrula (Ooracias), 106. 
Guuropiooides, 63. 
(3-ecinulus, 30. 

Q-ecinus, 18 

gigantea (Acanthylis), 
173. 

gigantea (Ohaetura), 172^ 
173. 

giganteus (Hirundin- 
apus), 173. 

gmgalensis (Buceros), 
166, 157. 

gmgalensis (Lophoceros), 
157. 

gmgalensis (Ocyceros), 
157. 

gmgalensis (Tookus), 156, 
167. 

gmginianus (Buceros), 
155. 

gingimanus (Heophron), 
326. 

gmgimanus (Ocyceros), 
155. 

gmginianus (Vultur), 

326* 

giu (Scops), 291. 
giu (Strix), 291. 
Olauddium, 304. 
goensis (Ohrysocolaptes), 
64. 

goensis (Picus), 64, 
gorii (Gfeoinus), 20. 
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gouldi (Orescius), 202. 
goviiida (MiItus), 374, 
377. 

grammithorax (Migly- 
ptes), 52. 

grammithorax (Phaio- 
picus), 62. 

grandis (Aleedo), 125. 
grandis (Nisaetus), 343. 
grandis (Spizaetus), 343. 
grant! a (Gecinulus), 30 
grantia (Picus), 30. 
griseus (Bucseros), 166. 
griseus (Ephialtes), 297. 
griseus (Lophoceros), 
156. 

griseus (Oeyceros), 156. 
griseus (Scops), 297. 
griseus (Toekus), 166. 
gularis (Astur), 404. 
gulans (Microptemus), 

gularis (Picus), 57. 
gurial (Halcyon), 129. 
gurial (Pelargopsis), 129. 
guttacristatus (Picus), 65. 
guttata (Oeryle), 121. 
guttatus (Aleedo), 121. 
gutticristatus (Ohryso- 
colaptes), 66. 
gutturalis (Alophoner* 
pes), 71. 

gutturalis (Miilleripicus), 
71. 

gutturalis (Pious), 71. 
cymnophtualmus (lyngi- 
picus), 48 

gymnophthalmus (Picus), 
48. 

gymnophthalmus (Yun- 
gipicus), 48. 

gymnopoQus (Ephialtes), 
296. 

gymnopodus (Scops), 292. 
Gypaetinse, 328. 
Gypaetus, 328. 

Gyps, 319. 

hflsmacephala (Mega- 
Isema), 98. 

hsemaoephala (Xantho* 
Isema), 98 

hsematocephala (Xantho** 
Isema), 98. 

hsematocephalus (Bucco), 
98. 

Halcyon, 131. 

Halcyones, 118. 
Hahaetus, 366. 
haliaetus (Ealco), 314. 
haliaetus (Pandion), 314. 


HAliastur, 372. 
hardwickii (Tyngipicus), 
47. 

hardwickii (Picus), 47. 
hardwickii (Strix), 281. 
hardwickii (Yungipicus), 

47. 

Harpactes, 199. 
hastata (Aquila), 341. 
hastatus (Morphnus), 
341. 

hastatus (Spizaetus), 341. 
hayi (Oalorhamphus), 83, 

hayii (Megalorhynchus), 
83 

heliaca (Aquila), 334. 
hemachalana (Bubo), 
284. 

hemachaianus (Gj-pae- 
tus), 329. 

Hemicercus, 68. 
hemilasms (Buteo), 392. 
Hemilophus, 70. 
hemiptalopus (Archi- 
buteo), 396. 

hendersoni (Faleo), 421. 
hendersoni (Hlerofalco), 
421. 

herbsecola (Faleo), 381. 
Heteroglaux, 303. 
Heteropus, ^7. 
Hieraetus, 342. 

Hierax, 431. 

Hieroeoccyx, 211. 
Hierofalco, 420, 421. 
himalayanus (Ouculus), 
207. 

himalayanus (Pious), 34. 
himalayensis (Dendro- 
copus), 34. 

himsSayensis (Q'yps), 
321. 

himalayensis (Picus), 34. 
hirsuta (Hinox), 309, 310. 
hirsuta (Stnx), 309. 
Hirundinapus, 173. 
hodgei (Mulleripicus), 75. 
hodgei (Thriponax), 75. 
hodgii (Phriponax), 76. 
hodgsoni (Batrachosto- 
mus), 194. 

hodgsoni (Chrysococoyx), 
222 * 

hodgsoni (Oyanops), 89. 
hodgsoni (Hiarpaotes), 

hodgsoni (Megalsema), 

hc^soni (Megalaima), 


hodgsoni (Mulleripicus), 
72. 

hodgsoni (Otothnx), 194. 
hodgsoni (Paheorms), 
263. 

hodgsoni (Symium), 275. 
hodgsoni (Thriponax), 
72. 

hodgsonii (Hemilophus), 

hodgsonii (Picus), 72. 
homrai (Buceros), 142. 
honorata (Eudynamis), 
228. 

honoratus (Ouculus), 228. 
horsfieldi (Ichtliyaetus), 
370. 

horsfieldi (Limnaetus), 
351. 

Huhua, 287. 

humii (Ohrysophlegma), 
28. 

humii (Halcyon), 136. 
humihs (Faleo), 371. 
humilis (Haliaetus), 371. 
humilis (Pandion), 371. 
humilis (Pohoaetus), 371. 
hyder (iatur), 362. 
hygerythrus (Hypopicus), 

hyperythrus (Picus), 32. 
Hypopicus, 32. 
Hypotnor<ids, 422, 423, 
426,427. 

ichthyietus (Faleo), 370. 
ichthyaetus (Pandion), 
370. 

ichthyaetus (Polioaetus), 
370. 

ichthyaetus (Pontoaetus), 
370. 

Ictinaetus, 346. 
ignavus (Bubo), 284. 
igniceps (Bucco), 96. 
iinmaculatus (Glauci- 
dium), 308. 

imperiahs (Aquila), 334, 
336. 

imperialis (Faleo), 334. 
inoertus (Psittacus), 260. 
incertus (Psittmus), 260. 
incognita ^aza), 411. 
incognita (Oyanops), 94. 
incognita (Megalaima), 
94. 

incognitus (Pious), 41. 
indioa (Ohsetura), 173. 
indica (Ooraoias), 108. 
indica (Lophospiza), 401. 
indica (Hoctua), 801. 
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indica (Stnx), 265, 297. 
indica (Upupa), 161 
indica (Xantholsema), 

98 

indica (Yunx), 79. 
Indicator, 81. 
Indicatoridaj, 81. 
mdicus (Astur), 401. 
indicus (Bucco), 98. 
indieus (Butastur), 365 
indicus (Capnmulgus), 
190. 

indicus (Falco), 366. 
indicus (Q-yps), 322, 323. 
indicus (Loricidus), 262. 
indicus (Merops), 110. 
indicus (Poliomis), 366. 
indicus (Psittacus), 262. 
indicus (Scops), 2^. 
indicus (Vultur), 322. 
indoburmanicuB (Pal«e- 
ornis), 248. 

indranee (Bulaca), 275. 
indranee (Strix), 275. 
indrani (Syrniura), 276. 
indus (Falco), 372. 

Indus (Haliastur), 372. 
inexpectata (OollocaHa), 
178. 

infumata (Tacbomis), 
171. 

infumatus (Oypselus), 
171. 

infumatus (Tacbomis), 
171. 

infuscata (Taccocua), 
237. 

inglisi (Cercbneis), 430. 
innommata (Oollocalia), 
177. 

innommata (Nmox), 310. 
innommata (Vivia), 76. 
innommatus (Picumnus), 
76. 

inornata (Meealsema), 87. 
5nsi|nm (Poliohierax), 

intermedia (Pdargopsis), 
129, 

intermedia (Tiga), 61. 
intermedins (Bracbypter- 
nus), 58, 

intermedins (Oentro- 
coccyx), 240 

intennedius (Ohiysono*- 
tus), 61. 

intennedius (Ououlus), 

207, 2oa 

intennedius (Picus), 61. 
interstinotus (Falco), 
429 


ispida (Alcedo), 122. 
lyngmae, 78. 
lyngipicus, 44. 
lynx, 78 

iacobinus (Ooccystes), 
225. 

jacobinus (Ouculus), 225. 
japomcus (Buteo), 393. 
laponicus (Falco buteo), 
393. 

javanensis (Ketupa), 283. 
javanensis (Picus^ 61. 
javanensis (Podargus), 
196. 

j'avanensis (Tiga), 61. 
javanica (Glaux), 266. 
javanica (Strix), 265. 
javanicus (Oentropus), 
243. 

javanicus (Eurylamus), 4. 
javamcus (Palseornis), 
257. 

javanicus (Pboenico- 
pbaus), 230. 
javanicus (Podargus), 
196. 

j avanicus (Zanclostomus) , 

230. 

javensis (Batrachosto- 
mus), 1^. 

javensis (Hemilophus), 
74. 

javensis (Mulleripicus), 
74 

javensis (Pious), 74. 
javensis (Tbriponax), 74. 
jerdom (Baza), 411. 
jerdoni (Epbialtes), 292, 
297. 

jerdoni (Bopbastur), 411. 
jerdoni (PhoemcopbiBUs), 

231. 

jerdoni (Tbriponax), 73. 
jerdomi (Phaiopicos), 57. 
jotaba (Oaprimulgus), 
190. 

jugger (Falco), 419. 
jugularis (Meiglyptes), 
64. 

jugularis (Miglyptes), 54. 
jugularis (Picus), 64. 

belaarti (Oaprimulgus), 
190. 

belaarti (Idmnaetus), 
364. 

kelaarti (Spizaetus), 354. 
Ketupa, 2w. 
ketupu (Stnx), 283. 
kienen (Astur), 345. 


kieneri (Lopbotriorcbis), 
345, 346. 

kieneri (Spizaetus), 345. 
kienerii (Limnaetus), 346. 
klecho (Dendrocbehdon), 
181. 

klecho (Hirundo), 181. 

Imtior (Eurystomus), 
107. 

lathami (Calorbampbus), 
84 

lathami (Ouculus), 213. 
lathami (Falco), 409, 
411. 

lempiji (Epbialtes), 297. 
lempip (Scops), 297. 
lempiji (Strix), 297, 
Lepocestes, 60 
leschenaulti (Melittopba- 
gus), 114. 

leschenaulti (Taccocua), 
237. 

lesohenaultii (Merops), 
114. 

lescbenaultii (Strix), 281. 
lescbenaultu (Taccocua), 
237. 

lettia (Epbialtes), 297. 
Jettia (Scops), 297. 
lettioides (Scops), 297. 
leucocephala (Alcedo), 
129. 

leucocephala (Butaquila), 
392. 

leucocephala (Pelargo- 
psis), 129. 

leucocepbalus (Buteo), 
392. 

leucocepbalus (Halcyon), 
129. 

leucogaster (Blagrus), 
368. 

leucogaster (Buceros), 
145. 

leucogaster (Ouncuma), 
368. 

leucogaster (Falco), 368. 
leuoo^ter (Halmetus), 

leucogasber^ieus). 74. 
leuconota (Vultur), 324. 
leuoonyx (Oypselus), 167. 
leuconyx (Mioropus), 
167. 

leut^tera (Archibuteo), 

leu^py^^ (Acanthy- 

leucopygialis (Obmtura), 
176 
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leucopygiahs (Rhaphi- 
dura), 175 

leucorypha (Aquila), 366 
leueoryphus (Haliaetus), 
366. 

leucostigma (Aeeros), 
149. 

lilacma (Callialcyon), 
134. 

hlacma (Halcyon), 134. 
limboigi (Chrj sococcyx), 
221 . 

limnacetus (Falco), 351. 
Limuaetus, 348 
limnaetus (Falco), 351. 
limnaetus (Spizaetus), 
349,351 

Ipchi (Oolloealia), 178 
lineata (Oyanops), 80. 
Imeata (Megalsema), 89. 
lineata (Megalaima), 88. 
lineatus (Oapito), 88. 
lineatus (Thereiceryx), 
88 . 

liopious, 43. 

Lxthofalco, 426. 
liventer (Butastur), 364 
liyenter (Falco), 364. 
liyenter (Poliornis), 364 
longicaudatus (Phoemco- 
phfleus), 232. 
longimembris (Stm), 
266 

longipennis (Dendro- 
chelidon), 181. 
lo^|)ennis (Hirundo), 

longipennis (Macro- 
pteryx), 181. 
longipes (Buteo), 390. 
longirostns (TTpupal, 
161. 

Lophooeros, 154. 
Lophospizias, 400 ‘ 
lopbotes (Baza), 409 
lophotes (Falco), 409. 
Lopbotnorohis, 345. 
XiOnculus, 260. 
lucidns (Ohrysoooocyx), 
222 . 

luggur (Falco), 419, 
lugubns (Alcedo), 121 
lugubns (Ceiyle;, 121, 
lugubris (Oueulus), 223. 
lugubns (Ninox), 309. 
lugubns (Stnx), 309. 
lu^bns (Sumiculus), 

lunafcus (Eurylaimus), 9. 
lunatus (Senlophus), 9. 
I^ncomiB, 192. 


macclellandi (Mega- 
laima), 88 

macei (JDendrotypes), 39 
macei (Falco), 366 
maeei (Haliaetus), 366. 
macei (Picus), 39. 
Machfcrhamphus, 408. 
macu (Bendrocopus), 39 
Macrochires, 162 
Macropteryginis, 179 
Maeropteryx, 179. 
macrorhynchus (Oymbo- 
rhynchus), 7. 
macrorJiynchus (Todus), 
7. 

macrourus (Accipiter), 
381. 

macrourns (Oaprimul- 
gus), 188 

macruruB (Oaprimulgus), 
188, 190. 

maerurus (Circus), 381. 
maculata (Aquila), 340. 
maculatus (Ohalcocoe- 
cyx), 222 

maculatus (Ohrysocoo- 
oyx), 222. 

macuktus (Cuoulus), 222. 
maculatus (Falco), ^0. 
maculatus (Lamprococ- 
cyx), 222 

maculatus (Trogon), 222. 
magnirostns (Palaeornis) , 
249. 

mahrattensis (Oaprimul- 
gus), 184. 

mahrattensis (Leiopicus), 
43. 

mahrattensis (Liopious), 
43,44. 

mahrattensis (Liopipo), 
43. 

mahrattensis (Picus), 43 
major (Milyus), 377. 
majoroides (Dendroco- 
* pus), 37. 

majoroides (Picus), 37. 
malabanca (Athene), 306. 
malabarica (Megalaima), 
99. 

malabarica (Xantho- 
laema), 99. 

malabancum (GHauci- 
dium), 306 

malabanouB (Anthraco- 
ceros), 145 

malabancus (Bucco), 99. 
malabancus (Buceros), 
144,145. 

malabancus (Ephialtes), 
297. 


malabancus (Harpactes), 
199. 

malabancus (Scops), 297. 
malabancus (Trogon), 
199. 

malaccense (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 29 
malacceusis (Oallolo- 
phus), 29 

malaceensis (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 29. 
malaceensis (Oymborhyn- 
chus), 7. 

malaceensis (Q-ecinus), 
29 

malaceensis (Neopus), 
347. 

malaceensis (Nyotiomis), 
117. 

malaceensis (Picus), 29 
malaceensis (Psittacus), 
260. 

malaceensis (Psittmus). 
260. 

malaceensis (Tanygna- 
thus), 260. 

malaiensis (Ictmaetus), 
347 

malayana (Eudynamis), 
228. 

malayanus (Ohrysococ- 
oyx), 221. 

malayanus (Lamprococ- 
cyx) , 221. 

malayanus (Scops), 292. 
malayensis (Falco), 347 
malayensis (Ictmaetus), 
347 

malayensis (Neopus), 
347. 

mandannus (Picus), 36. 
marginatus (Meiglyptes), 
63. 

marshallorum (Megalss- 
ma), 84, 86. 

maxima (Oolloealia), 177. 
maximus (Bubo), 284. 
maximus (Oentrococcyx),. 
240. 

Megaksma, 84. 
melanoohrysos (Malaco- 
lophus), 58. 

melanogaster (Pious), 51, 
mdanogaster (Veniha), 
51. 

melanoleucos (lerax), 
433. 

melanoleucus (Circus), 
386 

mhlanoleucus (Ooccystes), 
262. 
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melanoleucus (Ouculus), 
225. 

melanoleucus (Falco), 
385. 

melanoleucus (Hierax), 
433 

melanoleucus (Micro- 
hierax), 433. 
melanoleucus (Oxylo- 
phus), 225. 

melanopterus (Elanus), 
379. 

melanopterus (Falco), 
379. 

melanorhynchus (PaljB- 
omas), 255, 256. 
melanoBclustus (Accipi- 
ter), 402. 

melanotis (Buteo), 358. 
melanotis (Milvus), 377. 
melanotis (Spilornis), 
358. 

melanotus (Picus), 64 
melba (Cypselus), 164. 
melba (imrundo), 164. 
melba (Micropus), 165. 
Melittophagus, 114. 
Memceros, 155. 
menintmg (Alcedo), 124, 
125. 

meniscus (Picus), 45. 
mentalis (Braohylopbus), 
25. 

mentalis(Oallolophus),28. 
mentahs (Ohrysopbleg- 
ma), 28. 

mentalis (Geoinus), 28. 
merguiensis (Oollocalia), 
178. 

Meropes, 109. 

Meropidie, 109. 

Merops, 109. 
merufina (Polyphasia), 
218. 

merulinus (Oaoomantis), 
218. 

merulinus (Ouculus), 218. 
Mesobucoo, 96. 
Microbierax, 431. 
Micronisus, 396. 
Mioroptemus, 64. 
mioropterus (Ouculus), 

2ia 

Micropus, 164. 
micropus (Braohypter- 
nus), 68. 

microsoma (Oeyx), 127. 
Ma^yptes, 52. 
migrans (Falco), 378. 
migrans (Milvus)^ 378. 
milvipes (Falco), 421. 


milvipes (Hierofalco), 

milvoides (Spizaetus), 
344. 

Milvus, 374 

minimus (Spilornis), 361. 
minor (Spilornis), ^8. 
miniiaculus (Oypselus), 
l71 

minutilla (Athene), 308, 
minutus (Scops), 292. 
mitchellii (Picus), 45. 
modestus (Scops), 296. 
mogilmk (Aquila), 334, 
336 

monaclius (Vultur), 317. 
moniliger (Batracho- 
stomus), 196. 
monbanus (Oypselus), 
168. 

montioola (Bulaca), 275. 
monticola (Oaprimulgus), 
185. 

monticolus (Oaprimul- 
gus), 185 
Mulleiipicus, 71. 
munnus (Oypselus), 166 
murinus (Micropus), 166 
mystaceus (Psittacus), 
256. 

mystacophanes (Ohoto- 
’rhea), 91, 

mystacophanes (Oya- 
nops), 91. 

mystacophanes (Mega- 
Isema), 91. 

mystacophanes (Bucco), 
91. 

mystacophanus (Ohoto- 
rea), 91. 

naavia (Aq[uila), 339, 340. 
nsBvioides (Aquila), 337, 
339, 

nanus (Hierococcyx), 
215. 

nanus (Ichthyaetus), 371. 
nanus (lyngipicus), 47, 
49. 

nanus (Pontoaetus), 371. 
nanus ^ungipicus), 47. 
nareonoami (Khyticeros), 
149. 

naroondami (Ehytidoce- 
ros), 149. 

nasntus (Oymbirhyn- 
chus), 7. 

nasutus (Todus), 7. 
naumanni (OertteeiB), 
430. 

S'eophron, 326. 


Neopus, 347 
nep^ensis (Aeeros), 149. 
ne^^nsis (Bucerob), 

nepalensis (Bucia), 116. 
nepalensis (Oypselus), 
168. 

nepalensis (Huhua), 287. 
nepalen&is (PaJusornis), 
248. 

nepdensis (Spizaetus), 

nepaulensis (Pious), 23. 
newareuse (Syrnium), 
275. 

newarensis (Bulaca), 275, 
newarensiB (XJlula), 275 
mcobaricus (Ephialtes), 


nicobancus (Palajomis), 
258,259. 

nicobancus (Scops), 292 
nidifica (Oollocalia), 176, 
177. 

nigra (Polyphasia), 216. 
nigralbus (Buceros), 145. 
nigricans (Alcedo), 126. 
nigrigems (Oeemus), 26. 
nigripennis (Upupa), 161. 
mgripes (Oultrunguis), 


nigrirostris (Psittacus), 
256. 


Nmox, 309. 

mpalensis (Aquila), 336. 
nipalensis (Bubo), 287. 
mpalensis (Oircseetus), 
357. 

nipalensis (Huhua), 288. 
mpalensis (Lunnaetus), 
352. 

nipalensis (Ninox), 309 
mpalensis (Nisaetus), ^2, 
nipalensis (Phodilus), 
268, 295. 

mpalensis (Spizaetus), 
B52, 354 

mpalensis (Vivia), 76. 
Nisaetus, 342. 
nisioolor (Ouculus), 214. 
mmo^or (Hierococcyx), 

msoides (Aocipiter), 404. 
msoides (Hierococcyx), 


nisosimiUs (Falco), 402. 
msus (Accipiter), 4^2. 
nisus (Falco), 402. 
nivea f Nyotea), 290. 
nivea (Strix), :^0. 
niveus (Falco), 351. 
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niyens (Limnaetus), 351. 
niveus (Nisaetus), ^3. 
nivicola (G-yps), 321. 
nivicola (Mesomorpha), 
273. 

nivicola (Symium), 273. 
nivicolum (Svrniura), 
273. 

nudipes (Acanthylis), 
172 

nudipes (Chaitura), 172. 
Nyclea^ 

nycfcea (Stnx), 290. 
Nyctiornis, 115 

obscura (Ninox), 311. 
obscurus (Rhyticeros), 
147. 

occipitalis (Geeinus), 22. 
occipitalis (Halcyon), 
137. 

occipitalis (Picus), 22. 
occipitalis (Sauropatis), 

occipitalis (Todiram- 
phus), 137. 

ocellata (Bulaea), 277, 
278. 

ooellatum (Sj-mium), 
277. 

ocbracea (Comeris), 77. 
ocbracea (Sasia), 77. 
oehraceus (Microoolap- 
tes), 77 

oobrogenys (Syrnium), 
275, 

ochromalus (Eui 7 lai- 
mus), 5. 

oobromelas (Eurylfemus), 
5. 

Ocyceros, 165 
orescius (Harpactes), 202. 
oresbos (Harpactes), 202. 
oresbos (Trogon), 202. 
onentalis (Aquila), 336 
orientalis (Bubo), 288, 
289. 

onentalis (Ooraoias), 107. 
orientalis (Ouculus), 228. 
orientalis (Eudynamis), 
228. 

orientalis (Eurystomus), 
107. 

onentalis (Hubua), 289. 
onentalis (Strix), 289. 
osbecfei (Palasomis), 267. 
Otogyps, 318. 

Ototnrix, 194. 

Otus, 270. 
otus (Asio), 270. 


otus (Strix), 270 
ovivorus (Ictmaetus),847. 
ovivorus (IJisaetus), 347. 
Oxylophus, 225. 

pacifica (Hirundo), 167. 
pewjificus (Cypselus), 167. 
pacificus (Micropiis), 167. 
pagodarum (Strix), 278. 
PabEomis, 246 
pallescens (Gyps), 322. 
pallidus (Circus), 381. 
pallidus (Cypselus), 166. 
pallidus (Nisaetus), 351. 
palmarum (Cypselus), 
170 

palumbarius (Astur), 
397. 

palumbarius (Palco), 
397. 

palustris (Milvus), 375 
Pandion, 313. 

Pandionidas, 313. 
passenna (Polypbasia), 
216. 

passerinus (Cacomantis), 

passermus (Ouculus), 
216, 218 

pa^rmus (Ololygon), 

pectoralis (Dendrocopus), 
41. 

pectoralis (Hubua), 288. 
pectoralis (Meiglyptes), 

53. 

pectorabs (Picus), 41. 
peMuensis (Oercbneis), 

430. 

pebnensis (Cypselus), 

166. 

pe^ensis (Erytbropus), 

pebnensis (CKobornis), 

430. 

petoensis (Tinnunoulus), 

pe^gcus (Hbbaetus), 

Pelargopsis, 128. 
pelegrinoides (Falco), 

417 

pemnsularis (lyngipious), 
48. 

pennata (Aquila), 344. 
pennatua (iBpbialtes), 

292 

pennatus (Paloo), 344. 
pennatus (Hieraetus), 

344. 


pennatus (Nisaetus), 344. 
pennatus (Scops), 291. 
Pentbocei^x, 219. 
penmojgerus (Neophron), 

percnopterus (Yultur), 
327. 

peregnnator (Palco), 415. 
peregrinoides (Palco), 
417 

peregrinus (Palco), 413. 
pensterodes (Palceomis), 

pemiger (Heteropus), 
347. 

pemigra (Aquila), 347 
Perms, 405 
persica (Athene), 303 
persicus (Merops), 112 
pbsBoeeps (Micropternus), 
65. 

pbaioceps (Micropter- 
nus), 55. 

pbilippensis (Bucco), 98. 
pb^gpensis (Oentropus), 

philippensis'(Megakima), 

98. 

phibppensis (Merops), 

plnbppmus (Merops), 

pbillipensis (Lonoulus), 

Pbodiius, 268 
Pboemcopbaes, 234. 
Pboenicopbseus, 234. 
Pboenioopbamfe, 227 
PbotodiliniB, 268. 
Pbotodilus, 268. 
pica (Buceros), 144. 

JPici, 14 
Picidffi, 16. 

PicmiE, 17. 

PicumniniB, 75. 

Pioumnus, 75. 
pileata (Alcedo), 133. 
pileata (Halcyon), 133. 
pbcatus (Aeeros), 147. 
pbcatus (Buceros), 147, 
148. 

plioatus (Rbyticeros), 

147. 

plumbeus (Haliaetus), 

371. 

plum^us (Pob'oaetus), 

plumipes (Athene), 303. 
plumipes (Buteo), 393, 
plumipes (Oarine), 303. 
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plumipes (Ephialtes), 
300, 

plumipes (Scops), 300. 
Podargi, 193 
Podargidae, 193. 
Polioaetus, 369. 
poliocephalus (Ouculus), 
208. 

Poliococcyx, 233 
poliogenys (Falco), 365. 
poliogenys (Pohorms), 
365 

Poliohiera't, 434. 
poliopsis (Astur), 398. 
poliopsis (Micronisus), 
398. 

poliopsis (Scelospizias), 
398. 

Pohorms, 362. 
Polyphasia, 216. 
pondicenanus (Falco), 
372. 

pondicenanus (Psitta- 
cus). 256. 

ponticerianus (Vultur), 
318. 

porphyromelas (Blythi- 
picus), 51 

porphyromelas (Lepo- 
cestes), 51. 

porphyromelas (Vemha), 

praTata (Cuoulus), 219, 
Psarisomus, 11. 
Pseudaetus, 343. 
Pseudofringilla, 81. 
Pseudogyps, 324. 
Pseudospiza, 81. 

Psittaoi, 245. 

Psittaoidflc, 245. 

Paittinus, 259. 

Ptilohemus, 151. 
ptilonorhyndius (Pemis), 
406. 

ptilorhynchus (Palco), 
406. 

ptilorhynchus (Pemis), 
406 


pulrerulentus (Mulleri- 
picus), 71. 

pulverulentus (Pieus), 71. 
pumiliis (I>Tigipicus), 46. 
pumilus (Picus), 46 
punctata (Atjuila), 337. 
punctatus (Batrachosto- 
mus), 196. 

punctatus (Spizaetus), 
341 

puncticolhs (Brachypter- 
nopicus), 58. 

puncticollis (Brachypter- 
nus), 58. 

pumcea (Vemha), 26. 
puniceus (Callolophus), 
20 . 

puniceus (Chrysophleg- 

pumceus (Geomus), 26. 
puniceus (Pieus), 26. 
puujabi (Palieornis), 248. 
purpurea (Alcedo), 127. 
pu^ureus (Paiccornis), 

purpureus (Psittacus), 
251. 

pusaran (Buceros), 147. 
pygargus (Circus), 383. 
pygmaius (Buteo), 365. 
py|^us (lyngipicus), 

pygmfBus (Picus), 45. 
pygmajus (Yun^picus), 
45. 

pyrrhocephalus (Oucu- 
lus), 234. 

pyrrhocephalus (Phoeni- 
cophaes), 234. 
pyrrhocephalus (Phoeni- 
cophfeus), 234. 
Pyrrhopicus, 49. 
pyrrhothorax (Dendro- 
copus), 38. 

pyrrhothorax (Picus), 
38. 

pywhotis (Blythipicus), 


Ptiloskelos, 288. 
pucoran (Buceros), 147, 
polchella (Bacelo), 139. 
pulchellus (Oarcineutes), 
139. 

pulcher (Spizaetus), 
352. 

pulohra (Atheiie), 301. 
pulohra (Oariue), 301. 
pulverulentus (Alopho- 
nerpes), 71. 

pulverulentus (Hemilo- 
phus), 71. 


pyrrhotis (Geoinus), 50. 
pyrrhotis (Lepocestes), 
50 

pyrrhotis (Pious), 50. 
pyrrhotis (Pyrrhopicus), 
60. 

pyrrhotis (Venilia), 60. 

quadricolor (Bucco), 91. 
qu^ricolor (Me^daama), 

quinticolor (Mehttopha- 
gus), 114. 


quinticolor (Merops), 
114. 

radchffi (Indicator) 81. 
radiata (Athene), ^6. 
radiata(Stnx), 306 
radiatum (Glaucidium), 
306. 

rafilesi (Chrysonotus), 63 
rafflesi (Gauropicoides), 
63. 

rafflesii (Picus), 63. 
rafflesii (Tiga), 63. 
ramsayi (Cvanops), 97. 
ramsayi (Megalaema), 97, 
regulus (JEsalon), 426. 
regulus (Falco), 426. 
Ehamphococcjx, 235. 
Ehinoplax, 158 
Ehinortha, 236. 
rhodogastra(Teraspizias), 

Ehopodj'tes, 230 
Bhytidoceros, 146. 
rosa (Palseorms), 251, 
252, 253. 

rosa (Psittacus), 252. 
mbiginosusTGecinus), 5L 
rubi^ginosus (Hemicircus), 

rubiginofius (Pyrrhopi- 
cus), 51 

rubricapilla (Megalaima), 

100 . 

rubricapilla (^ntholse- 
ma), 100. 

rubricapillus (Bucco), 
100 

rubncatus (Picus), 45. 
rubricatus (Yungipicus), 
45. 

rubropygia (Eaya), 9. 
rubropygialis (Chryso- 
notus), 61. 

rubropygialis (Picus), 6L 
rubropygius (Senlophus), 

9. 

rudis (Ceryle), 119. 
ruficolliB (Buceros), 147. 
rufigastra (Alcedo), 124. 
rufipedoides (Falco), 423. 
rufinotus (Meiglyptes), 
55. 

rufinotus (Micropternus)^ 
55. 

rufinns (Buteo), 390. 
pufinus (Falco), 390. 
rufipennis (Oentrococ- 
oyx), 240. 

rufip^is (Oentropus), 
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rufipennis (Scops), 292 
1 ufitinctus (Astur), 401. 
Tufitinctus (Lophospiza), 
401. 

rufitiuctus (Spizaetus), 
401. 

rufiventci* (Buteo), 393. 
rufiventris (Oacoiiiantis), 
218 

rufiventns (Polyphasia), 
218. 

rufus (Picus), 55. 
rutherfordi (Spilomis), 
358. 

rutilus (Harpactes), 201 

sacer (Falco), 402. 
sacjer (Palceorms), 248 
sagittatus (Epliialtes), 
296. 

sagittatus (Scops), 296. 
saker (Hierofalco), 420. 
Sasia, 77. 

saturatior (Halcyon), 132. 
saturatus (Ouculus), 207. 
saturatus (Tinnuneulus), 
429. 

Sauropatis, 135 
scandiaoa (Nyctea), 290. 
fioandiaoa (Stnx), 290. 
Scelospiza, 396. 
Scelospizias, 396. 
Scelostnx, 266. 
scindeanus (Dendroco- 
pus), 36. 

scindeanus (Picus), 86. 
schisticeps (Palaeomis), 
253. 

Scops, 290. 

scops (Bphialtes), 295. 
scops (Strix), 291. 
scutata (Buceros), 158. 
scutatus (Bhinoplax), 
158. 

scutulata (Athene), 309, 
scutulata (Ninox), 309. 
scutulata (Strix), 309. 
seloputo (Strix), 278. 
seloputo (Symium), 278 
semiooronatus (lyngipi- 
cus), 45 

semicoronatuB (Picus), 
45. 

semitorques (Ephialtes), 
300. 

semitorques (Otus), 300 
senoitorques (Scops), 300. 
eenegalensis (XJpupa), 
161. 

sepulchralis (Ouculus), 

^ 18 . 


sericeogula (Raya), 11. 
Seulophus, 8. 
severus (Falco), 423. 
severus (Hypotriorchis), 
423 

shaheen (Falco), 415 
shorei (Chrysonotus), 62. 
shorei (Picus), 62. 
shorei (Tiga), 62 
sihirica (Strix), 284 
sindiana (Alcedo), 122. 
sindianus (Dendrocopus), 
36. 

sindianus (Picus), 36 
sinense (Syrnium), 277. 
sinensis (Bulaca), 277, 
278 

sinensis (Centropus), 
239. 

sinensis (Pelophilus), 
239. 

sinensis (Strix), 278. 
sirkee (Centropus), 237. 
sirkee (Taceocua), 237. 
sivalensis (Palseornis), 
248. 

smaragdinus (Chryso- 
coccyx), 222. 
smyrnensis (Alcedo), 
132 

smyrnensis (Halcyon), 
132. 

soloensis (Astur) 400. 
soloensis (Falco), 400. 
soloensis (Micronisus), 
400. 

soloensis (Tachyspiza), 
400. 

soloensis (Tachyspizias), 
400. 

sonnerati (Penthoceryx), 
219. 

sonnerati (Polyphasia), 
219. 

sonneratii (Ouculus), 
219. 

sordidus (Dendrocopus), 

68 . 

sordidus (Hemicercus), 

68 . 

sparvenoides (Ouculus), 

211 . 

sparvenoides (Hierocoo- 
cyx), 211, 

sphynx (tamnaetus), 
349. 

sphynx (Spizaetus), 349. 
spilocephalus(Epmaltes), 
296, 296. 

spiloceplialus (Scops), 


spilogaster 
nis), 358. 
spilogaster 
358. 


(Hmmator- 

(Spilornis), 


spilonotus (Circus), 388 
Spilornis, 357. 

Spizaetus, 348 
spodmpygia (OoUocalia), 

spodiopygia (Macro- 
pter^x), 178 

squamatuB (Gecinus), 19. 
squamatus (Picus), 10. 
squamieolle (Ohryso- 
phlegma), 28 
stevensoni (Accipiter), 
405. 


strenuus (Ouculus), 212. 
strenuus (Hieiococoyx), 
212 . 


strepitans (Strix), 289 
striatus (Ouculus), 207, 
210 . 

stncklandi (Brachypter- 
nus), 67. 

stncklandi (Ohrysoco- 
laptes), 67. 

stnctus (Ohrysocolaptes), 


strictus (Picus), 65. 
Striges, 263 
Strigidm, 264 
striolatus (Gecinus), 20 
stnolatus (Picus), 20. 
Strix, 264. 

stro^hiatus (Archihuteo), 


strogiiatus (Hemifetus), 

suhbuteo (Falco), 422 

subbuteo(Hypotriorchis), 

422. 

suhbuteo (Lithofalco), 
422. 

suhfurcatus (Oyps^us), 
169- 

subfurcatua (Mioropus), 
169. 

subruficoUis (Aceros), 
148- 

BubrufiooUis (Buceros), 
148. 

subruficoUis (Rbyti- 
oeros), 148. 

subruficoUis (Rbytido- 
ceros), 148. 

subt^icus (Accipiter), 

sultaneus (Obrysoco- 
laptes), 66. 

sultaneus (Falco), 416. 
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sultaneus (Indopicus), 
60 

sultaneus (Picus), 65 
sumatrana (Strix), 289. 
sumatranus (Ooraoias), 6. 
Sumatran us (Oorydon), G. 
sumatranus (Ouculus), 
233. 

sumatranus (Polioooe- 
cyx), 233. 

sumatranus (Rhopo- 
dytes), 233 

sumatranus (Zanclosto- 
juus), 233 

sumatrensLs (ATiceda), 
411 

suinatrensis (Baza), 411. 
sunia (Ephialtes), 292. 
sunia (Scops), 291. 
Surmculus, 223. 
swamsoni (Circus), 381 
swmhoei (Merops), 114 
s\\’iulion (Melittophagus), 
114 

syama (Baza), 409. 
sykesi (Megalsema), 90. 
sylratica (Acantbylis), 
174 

sjlyatica (Chsetura), 174. 
Syrmum, 273. 

Taccooua, 237. 

Tachomis, 170 
Tachyspiza, 396. 
tarayensiB (Noctual, 301. 
teotorum (Cypselus), 171. 
teesa (Butastur), 3(52 
teesa (Buteo), 301 
teesa (Circa), 362. 
teesa (Poliornis), 363. 
tenuieeps (Vultur), 323. 
tenuirostris (Ouculus), 
216. 

tenuirostris (Gyps), 323. 
tenuirostris (Ulolygon), 
219. 

tenuiro8tris(Polypliasia), 
216, 218 
Thereiceryx, 86. 
tbermophilus (Palco), 
419, 

threnodes (Oacomantis), 
218. 

Thnponax, 72. 
tiofeelli (Anorrhmus), 
161. 

tiokelli (Buceros), 161. 
ticfcelli (Ocyoeros), 161. 
ticielli (Ptilolsemus), 161. 
tiokelli (Toocus), 161. 

Tiga, 61. 

VOL. ni. 


tiga (Ohrjsouota), 61. 
tiga (Picus), 61 
tinnunculoides (Falco), 
430. 

CCinnuneulus, 428 
tinnunculus (Oerchneis), 
429. 

tinnunculus (Falco), 428. 
Tockus, 154. 

torquatus (Merops), 110. 
torquatus (Palmornis), 
250. 

torquatus (Psittacus), 
250. 

torquilla (lynx), 78. 
torquilla (Yunx), 78 
tndactyla (Alcedo), 127 
tridactyla (Oeyx), 127. 
tridactyla (Tiga), 61. 
tridactylus(Okcysonotus), 
61. 

tridactylus (Pieus), 61 
tristis (Meiglyptes), 52. 
tristis (Melias), 232 
tnstis (PlioemcophsBUs), 
233. 

tristis (Ehopodytes), 
232. 

tristis (Zanclostomus), 
232. 

triTirgatus (Astur), 401. 
triTirgatus (Palco), 401. 
trivirgatus (Lophospiza), 
401. 

trivirgatus (Lophospi- 
zias), 401 
Trogones, 198, 

TrogonidsB, 198. 
tubiger (Noctua), 307 
tukki (Miglyptes), 53. 
tukki (Picus), 63 
turoomaua (Stnx), 284. 
turcomanus (Bubo), 284. 
typus (Ohicquera), 427 
tytleri (Palasomis), 259. 


umbrata (Urrua), 286. 
umbratus (Bubo), 286 
undulatus (Buceros), 
147. 

undulatus (Hsematomis), 

367. 

undulatus (Rhytioeros), 
147. 

undulatus (Rhytidoce- 
ros), 147. 

undulatus (Spilomis), 

368. 

unicolor (OoUocalia), 
176, 177. 


unicolor(Hali£etus), 366. 
unicolor (Hirundo), 170. 
uincolor (Lxmuaetus), 
341. 

uuwini (Oaprimulgus), 

187. 

Upupa, 159 
XIpupce, 159 
XJpupidoe, 159. 

Urrua, 285, 286. 

vana (Oeryle), 119. 
vana (Halcyon), 138. 
vanegatus (Picus), 47. 
vanus (Ouculus), 213. 
vanus (Hierococcyx), 
213. 

vanus (Todirhamphus), 
138 

Verulia, 60. 

venustus (Ouculus), 219. 
vernahs (Ooryllis), 261 
vernabs (Lonculus), 261. 
vernalis (Psittacus), 261. 
vespertiua (Oerchneis), 
425 

vespertinus(Erytbropus), 

424 

vespertmus (Falco), 424. 
vespertinus (Tinnunou- 
lus), 424. 

vibnsca (Palseomis), 
267. 

vibrissa (Psittacus), 266. 
vidah (Halcyon), 136. 
vigil (Buceros), 158. 
vigil (Rhinoplax), 168. 
vindhiana (Aquila), 337. 
vindhiana (Palseornis), 
248. 

violaceus (Buceros), 144. 
Virens (MegaUema), 86. 
Virens (Megalaima), 84. 
virgatus (Accipiter), 404* 
virgatus (Falco), 404. 
vindanus (G^ecinus), 22, 
viridanus (Picus), 22. 
viridirostris (Rhopo- 
dytes), 231. 

viridirostris (Zandosto- 
mus), 231. 
viridis (Buooo), 89. 
viridis (Oalyptomena), 

12 . 

viridis (Oentropus), 

243. 

viridis (Oyanops), 90. 
viridis (Gteeiuulus), 31. 
viridis (Megalsema), 90. 
viridis ^Megalaima), 90. 
viridis (Merops), 110. 

2a 



450 


ALPHABETICAL INDEX. 


viridis (Thereiceryx), 
89. 

Tittata (Aquila), 340. 
vittatus (Oypselus), 167. 
Tittatus (Gecinus), 22. 
vulgans (Buteo), 390. 
vulgans (Otus), 270. 
Vultur, 316. 

VulturidjB, 315. 

westermani (Picus), 39. 
whiteleyi (Athene), 305. 

xanthoderus (Ohrjso- 
phlegmaj, 25. 
xanthoderus (Picus), 25. 


Xantholfisma, 97. 
xanthonota (Pseudo- 
spiza), 81. 

xanthonotus (Indicator), 
81 

xanthonotus (Pseudo- 
frmgiUa), 81. 
xanthorbynchus (Ohalco- 
coccyx), 221. 
xanthorbynchus (Cbryso- 
cocoyx), 221. 
xanthorbynchus (Oucu- 
lus), 221. 

Yungipicus, 46. 

Yunx,78. 


ZanolostomuB, 230. 
zeylanica (Megaliema), 
87. 

zeylanica (Megalaima), 
87. 

zeylanicus (Bucco), 86. 
zeylonensis (Hetupa), 
281. 

zeylonensis (Strix), 281. 
zeylonica (Oyanops), 
87. 

zeylomcus (Thereiceryx), 

86 . 

zorca (Strix), 291. 
Zygodactyli, 80. 
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